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‘^,'TTHEN  a treatife  of  a dida&ic  nature  is  offered  to  the 
’ ™ public,  it  is  juft,  as  well  as  requifite,  to  examine  the 
author’s  title  to  aflume  a province  with  which  the  idea  of 
an  apology  feems  neceffarily  connetfted.  If  the  faid  author 
fhould  prove  fo  unfortunate  as  to  deviate  from  the  orthodox 
path,  and  be  hardy  enough  to  oppofe  received  opinions, 
though  by  uncomplaifant  experiments  and  inflexible  fa<5ls ; 
his  danger  becomes  truly  alarming,  and  it  is  impoflible  for 

him  to  produce  more  than  fufficient  excufes  for  his  heretical 

* 
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contumacy.  Happily,  in  this  enlightened  age,  no  man  is 
condemned  without  a due  and  good-natured  attention  to 
every  circumftance  that  he  may  be  able  to  plead  in  his  own 
exculpation. 

The  author  finds  that  he  is  under  the  difagreeable  necef- 
fity  of  too  frequently  fpeaking  of  himfelf,  an  invidious  and 
difguftful  talk,  which  he  would  gladly  have  declined,  could 
it  have  been  avoided  with  juftice  to  his  reader  or  to  his 
work.  What  pretenfions  he  may  have  to  a hearing,  he 
leaves  to  the  candor  of  the  public  to  determine. 

- He  prefumes  that  the  refult  of  an  infinite  variety  of  ex-., 
periments,  and  a mo  ft  extenfive  experience,  cannot  be  an 
unacceptable  tribute  to  mankind,  in  whofe  fervice  he  defires 
ftill  to  exert  the  utmoft  of  his  abilities  : from  the  reception 

it  has  met  with  in  other  nations,  he  has  had  no  reafon  to 

/ 

difavow  that  fentiment. 

brom  his  earlieft  years  he  felt  a ftrong  propenfity  to  me- 
dical ftudies,  and  that  avidity  was  in  fome  meafure  indulged 

2 by 


I NTRODUCTI  O N. 


vn 

by  an  education  as  liberal  as  he  could  wilh  for.  He  claims 
not  the  leaft  merit  from  gratifying  a difpofition  naturally  ftu- 
dious,  or  for  that  indefatigable  fedulity  which  was  fo  amply 
compenfated  by  the  pleafure  that  attended  it.  With  grati- 
tude he  acknowledges  that  he  received  from  fome  eminent 
phylicians  long  lince  dead,  inftrutftions  viva  voce,  which 
have  been  of  unfpeakable  utility  to  him. 

When  he  firft  began  bufinefs,  he  entertained  a wonderful 

opinion  of  his  own  abilities,  but  foon  met  with  a cafe  which 

baffled  all  his  efforts,  and  obliged  him  to  call  in  an  oldphy- 

fician,  who  was  fo  kind  as  to  fet  him  right,  and  convinced 

him  that  there  were  many  methods  neceffary  to  be  taken  in 

practice  incompatible  with  the  bell  formed  theory.  Confcious 

of  this  deficiency,  he  from  that  moment  refolved  to  facrifice 

two  hours  every  day  to  the  gratuitous  affiftance  of  all  thofe 

who  fiiould  apply  to  him  : this  determination,  which  he 

has  invariably  adhered  to  ever  fince,  has  at  leaft  given  him 

an  opportunity  of  feeing  as  great  a variety  of  cafes  as  any  of 

% 

his  cotemporaries. 
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To  preclude  deception,  as  far  as  poffible,  with  reiped  to 
the  power  of  medicine  ; he  began  with  the  adminiftration 
of  fame  drug  of  allowed  efficacy,  and  carefully  watched  na- 
ture, and  patiently  marked  her  operations  in  the  fame  cafes 
in  different  fubjeds  r proceeding  afterwards  to  various 
combinations  according  to  the  effeds  which  were  generally 
obferved  to  enfue..  In  this  courfe  ol  practice,  with  as 
much  caution  and  attention  as  he  was  capable  of,  after 
mimberlefs  trials,  he  at  length  invefligated  moll  of  the  for- 
mulae which  he  now  fubmits  to  the  public.  Though  an 

r * < -<«•  ' \ 

eye  has  been  generally  had  to  the  res  angitjla  domi , they 

f * 

may  be  eafily  rendered  more  fightly  and  more  palatable 
for  thofe  who  can  afford  it,  without  the  leafl  prejudice  to 
their  efficacy. 


It  is  not  to  be  expelled  that  the  fame  caufe  will  always 
produce  the  fame  effed  ; probability  is  perhaps  as  great  a 
Height  as  human  fcience  can  reach.  There  is  no  fmatterer 
in  medicine  who  would  not  roundly  aflert  that  jalap  will 
purge,  that  ipecacuanha  will  vomit,  and  that  emetic  tartar 
will  do  both  ; yet  the  author  has  met  with  a perfon  whom 
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jalap  would  not  purge  ; more  than  one  whom  ipecacuanha 
• would  not  vomit,  and  feveral  cafes  in  which  the  emetic 
tartar  would  do  neither,  though  given  to  a drachm  and 
more.  The  dodrine  of  idiofyncrafy  is  hitherto  inexpli- 
cable.. , ' 

\ - * . • ' t»  V V -i  *'  4 ' v..'  ^ . s 

The  methods  propofed  in  the  following  work  have  in- 
deed proved  fuccefsful  in  fome  thoufands  of  cafes,  yet  it  is 
no  where  affirmed  that  they  will  never  difappoint  expeda- 
tion.  There  are  and  ever  will  be  innumerable  inftances  in 
which  the  diredion  of  a Ikilful  phyfician  cannot  be  difpenfed 
with,  who  well  knows  on  what  Jeemingly  trivial  minutiae, 
infcru table  to  the  unfcientific  eye,  the  health  and  even 
the  life  of  a patient  depends.  The  alteration  or  addition 
of  a fingle  grain  in  a medicine  is  fometimes  of  the  utmoffi 
confequen.ee*. 

That  our  art  is  a conjedural  one  has-  been  often  thrown 
in  our  teeth,  though,  one  would,  think  with  but  an  indif- 
ferent grace,  by  thofe  of  the  two  other  liberal  profeffions' ; 
for.  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  all  divines  have  been  unani- 


mous^ 


X 


INTRODUCTION. 

* 

mous  in  their  belief  of  the  fame  theological  do&rines,  and 

it  has  been  whifpered  that  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
long  robe  have  a&ually  differed  in  opinion : if  then  any 
uncertainty  is  to  be  met  with  in  divinity  and  law,  is  it  not 
rather  unkind  that  phyfic  fhould  be  reproached  with  it  ? 
Whatever  flight  variations  there  may  be  in  the  dogmas  of 
men,  our  teachers  have  in  all  ages  claimed  our  reverence, 
and  the  lawyers  our  admiration  : nor  have  phyficians  been 
always  treated  with  negleft,  witnefs  the  honors  conferred 

5 

on  Hippocrates  by  a whole  city  : the  deification  of  Efcu- 
lapius,  and  the  immenfe  fee  beflowed  on  Sertinius  : 
Erafiftratus,  the  fon  of  Ariflotle’s  daughter,  was  compli- 
mented with  the  value  of  fixty  thoufand  guineas  on  his 
recovering  Antiochus  the  father  of  Ptolemy. 

With  refpe<fl  to  the  mode  of  operation  of  medicines,  it  muft 
be  confeffed  that  we  are  fomewhat  in  the  dark;  the  human 
body  is  too  complicated  a machine  to  be  amenable  to  thofe 
laws  which  folids  and  fluids  out  of  it  may  be  fubjeft  to. 
Thofe  who  tread  the  high  priori  road  are  mighty  apt  to 
grow  giddy  and  humble.  Nature  is  very  often  exceeding 

unmannerly 
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unmannerly  to  theories.  A great  and  wife  man,  not  many 
centuries  ago,  to  account  for  the  effects  of  cinnabar  in  epi- 
lepfies,  gravely  informs  his  reader,  that  the  Archaeus  is  fo 
attentive  to  the  fine  color  of  the  fluids  caufed  by  faid  cinna- 
bar, that  he  is  no  longer  at  leifure  to  play  his  mifchievous 
pranks.  Is  the  modern  folution  of  the  phoenomena  ocea- 
fioned  by  mercury  from  its  momentum  lefs  abfurd,  or  many 
others  which  might  be  mentioned?  Would  it  not  be  more 
ingenuous  to  acknowledge  that  fuch  medicines  do  generally 

produce  fuch  effeds,  though  we  cannot  fatisfadlorily  ac- 

t • 

count  for  the  manner  in  which  they  a<5b  ? Why  may  there 
not  be  medical  as  well  as  theological  mylteries  ? A man 
much  converfant  in  the  pra&ice  of  phyfic  might  recite  many 

narratives  of  the  operation  of  drugs  which  would  hazard 

* o 

his  credit. 

Neverthelefs  their  power,  with  fubmiffion  to  the  author 
of  Domeftic  Medicine,  is  by  no  means  inconfiderable,  and 
it  feems  as  novel  for  phyficians  to  inveigh  againfl  the  ufe  of 
drugs,  as  for  a man  of  learning  to  decry  erudition : he 
who  has  been  an  eye-witnefs  to  the  almoft  inftantaneous 

x 

alterations 


INTROD  UCTION, 


• G 

XII 

alterations  made  in  the  human  body  by  many  of  them,  one 
would  fcarcely  expe<fi  to  find  fo  parfimonious  in  his  acknow- 
ledgments of  their  power.  When  a perfon  is  ill,  he  na- 
turally and  juftly  looks  for  the  reftoration  of  his  health  from 
a phyfician,  and  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  difappointed 
is  comparatively  exceeding  fin  all. 

3 * ’ ' ' ' •*  \ *•  t / •;  v 1 r • « - . . • 4 * , „ y . 

That  the  dietetic  regimen  is  of  no  final!  confequence  mull 
be  allowed,  as  the  above-mentioned  author  juftly  obferves, 
but  that  faid  regimen  fhould  preclude  the  ufe  of  due  medi- 
caments, no  reafon  can  be  affigned  but  that  which  is  not  fit 
to  be  given.  With  regard  to  the  aliment  that  is  moft  proper 
for  perfons  who  are  indifpofed,  there  is  perhaps  no  point  in 
which  phyficians  fo  much  and  fo  widely  differ. 

This  confideration  induced  the  author  of  the  enfuing 
fheets,  to  attempt,  if  pofiible,  to  arrive  at  fome  certainty, 
with  refpefl  to  this  intricate  and  momentous  matter.  He 
could  conceive  of  no  other  way  to  do  this,  than  by  ocular 
demonftration  of  the  changes  made  in  the  food,  by  its  con- 
tinuance in  the  ftomach,  and  marking  the  time  requifite  for 
. the 
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the  production  of  thofe  alterations.  Providing  himfelf 
therefore  with  a few  pieces  of  tin,  fome  of  a globular,  and 
others  of  a cylindrical  form,  faftened  to  a ftnall  iron  wire, 
in  which  the  fub fiances  ufed  for  ailment  might  be  partly,  and 
fome  wholly  inclofed  ; when  he  found  that  he  could  draw  up 
his  machinery  from  his  own  flomach,  without  any  pain,  he 
thought  that  he  miarht  make  free  with  fome  carnivorous 

O O 

quadrupeds  and  birds,  to  afiifl  him  in  his  experiments  ; as 
his  little  family  manifefled  no  difgufl  at  his  treatment,  he 
hopes  that  they  fuffered  no  inconvenience  from  it.  He  was 
furprifed  to  obferve  the  difference  between  a piece  of  the 
fame  animal  fubftance  macerated  in  faliva,  in  a decree  of 

O 

heat  equal  to  ninety-eight  of  Farenheit’s  thermometer,  and 
that  which  had  been  continued  in  the  flomach  the  fame 
time. 

Having  made  his  dedu&ions  with  as  much  care  and  cir- 
cumfpe&ion  as  he  was  mailer  of,  he  ventured  to  recommend 
the  ufe  of  fuch  food  to  his  patients  as  appeared  to  him, 
from  his  experiments,  to  be  rnofl  fuitable,  and  has  found 
his  expectations  happily  anfwered.  The  refult  of  all  his 

c trials 
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trials  he  has  interfperfed  in  the  body  of  his  work,  as  far  as 
their  utility  has  been  confirmed  by  experience.  He  fhall 
only  add  on  this  fubjed  here,  that  contrary  to  the  common 
notion,  roaft  meat  is  eafier  digefted  than  boiled,  and  that 
even  the  bones  of  chickens  are  fooner  converted  into  an 

alimentary  mucus,  than  any  vegetable  fubflance. 

* 

Experiments  are  undoubtedly  the  moll  eligible  means, 
for  the  acquisition  of  found  and  ufeful  knowledge  ; yet  the 
moll  exquifite  caution  is  necelfary  with  regard  to  the  infe- 
rential reafonings  from  them  ; this  the  author  cannot  help 
noticing,  from  a confcioufnefs  that  fome  dedudions,  which 
at  one  time  feemed  indifputably  clear  to  him,  he  was  con- 
vinced by  future,  and  more  accurate  trials,  were  too  hafty 
and  infupportable. 

It  is  a trite,  but  juft  obfervation,  that  thole  who  are  moll 
dogmatical,  are  moll  apt  to  be  erroneous.  Self-importance 
has  a mighty  bad  effed  on  the  eyes,  and  wonderfully  im- 
pairs their  vifual  power.  Of  this  he  begs  leave  to  deliver 
the  following  inftance : in  the  year  1756,  having  made  (in 

his 
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his  own  opinion)  a momentous  difcovery,  he  gave  it  to  the 
public  with  a molt  imperious  and  dictatorial  air  of  felf- 

confequence,  under  the  title  of  Medical  Aphorifms.  The 

. 

authors!  of  the  Monthly  Review,  piqued  to  fee  the  public  fo 
cavalierly  treated,  applied  a critical  veficatory  with  fuch 


i. 
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propriety,  as  entirely  to  evacuate  the  peccant  humour,  and 
(beyond  their  own  expectations)  to  effectuate  a perfect  cure. 
Would  to  Heaven,  that  every  author,  who  falls  under  their 
cafligatory  pen,  would  make  the  fame  ufe  that  he  did  of 
the  well-meant  hints  of  thofe  ingenious,  and  never  enough 
to  be  applauded  writers,  inftead  of  fnarling  at  the  rod,  or 
impotently  fnapping  at  the  kind  hand  that  holds  it.  After 
this  frank  and  voluntary  confefiion,  he  hopes  the  reader 
will  not  queltion  his  veracity,  when  he  affures  him,  that 
whatever  difagreeable  and  painful  neceffity  he  may  be 
under  of  relating  things  concerning  hirafelf,  it  is  folely  with 
this  view,  viz.  that  the  method  (however  uncommon)  which 
he  fometimes  propofes,  of  handling  feveral  crabbed  dif- 
orders,  may  be  thought  not  totally  unworthy  of  attention, 
efpecially  as  it  has  fucceeded  in  a great  number  of  fimilar 
cafes.  What  he  delivers  is  founded  on  an  extenfive  ex- 

C 2 
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perience  ; for  he  fhould  think  that  he  treated  his  reader 
with  great  impropriety,  were  he  to  lay  before  him  any 
method  which  had  proved  fuccefsful  in  a few  inftances 
only. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  prefen t the  reader  in  this  place 
with  fome  of  the  above-mentioned  Aphorifms,  becaufe  the 
author  laid  no  inconfiderable  ft  refs  upon  them  in  the 
courfe  of  his  practice  (for  few  men  have  fpent  more  hours 
at  the  electrical  wheel)  becaufe  the  doctrines  they  contain 
appeared  to  him  as  irrefragably  true  above  thirty  years 
ago  ; and  becaufe  they  have  very  lately  been  countenanced 
by  the  greateft  modern  Philofophers,  and  adopted  by  fome 
learned  and  judicious  Phyftcians. 

1.  Animals,  as  well  as  vegetables,  are  formed  and  fuf- 
tained  by  that  material  agent  of  the  Deity,  an  aetherial 
fluid,  commonly,  though  improperly,  called  electrical  fire. 

2.  The  brain  is  its  repofitory,  and  the  nerves  its  con* 
dudors,  into  the  cellular  tunic  of  the  mufcles  ; it  is, 

confequently, 
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confequently,  the  caafe  of  voluntary  and  involuntary 

* 

motion 

3.  The  flat  particles  of  the  cralfamentum  are  the  parts 
which  attraft  this  fire,  and  appear,  from  experiments,  to 
be  eleclrics  per  fe.  So  true  is  the  affertion  in  facred  writ, 
that  in  the  blood  is  the  foul. 

4.  The  fermentation  in  the  flomach,  aififled  by  the 
fuccus  pancreaticus,  prevents  the  too  great  accumulation 
of  the  vital  heat. 

■ 4 • 

5.  A11  acid  gas,  ariling  from  a too  rapid  fermentation  in 
the  flomach,  may  produce  various  diforders  by  an  expulfion 
of  the  vital  heat,  or  by  propelling  it  into  irregular  and  un- 
equal diflributionsf . 

\ 

* The  heart  of  a falmon,  if  infulated,  and  a few  fparks  are  drawn  from  it,  will 
fpontaneoufly  perform  its  fyflole  and  diaftole. 

f Worms  in  the  inteftines,  will,  fometimes,  occafion  fenfations  (in  adults)  exadtly 
fimilar  to  ele&rical  (hocks. 
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6.  Health  depends  on  an  equal  diflribution  of  a fufficient 

* * 

quantity  of  this  nervous  influence,  with  a proportionate 
elaflicity  of  the  mufcular  fibres. 

7.  Every  diforder  is  caufed  by,  or  attended  with  a re- 
dundance, deficiency,  or  unequal  diflribution  of  the  ner- 
vous influence. 

\ 

That  ele&ricity  may  be  applied  to  good  purpofe,  in 
feveral  rebellious  difeafes,  is  a certain  fafl,  though  it  mufl 
be  owned,  that  the  remedy  is  a precarious  one.  The 

V 

author  has  been  frequently  difappointed,  from  its  effefls, 

in  thofe  cafes  in  which  it  appeared  molt  likely  to  fucceed  ; 

\ \ 

fuch,  for  inflance,  as  paralytic  affeflions.  It  is  mofl  to  be 
depended  on  in  the  almofl  inflantaneous  removal  of  painful 
diforders,  and  of  thofe  which  originate  from  obflruflions. 
He  fhall  only  obferve,  further,  on  this  fubjecl,  that  from 
no  fmall  number  of  experiments,  he  can  fafely  affirm,  that 
the  mofl  efficacious  method  of  ufing  it  is,  to  infulate  the 
patient,  and  to  draw  fparks  from  the  affecled  part;  and 

that, 
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that,  when  fhocks  are  to  be  given,  a ftronger  than  one, 
from  a thin  eight  ounce  Leyden  vial  (if  often  repeated]  is 
never  neceffary,  or  productive  of  good  confequences. 

During  the  refidence  of  the  author  in  London,  there  are 
many  perfotis  yet  in  being,  who  have  not  forgot  that  he 
was  fortunate  enough  to  fucceed  in  no  inconfiderable 
number  of  very  extraordinary  cafes  ; nor  has  his  good 
fortune  in  that  refpeCl  hitherto  deferted  him.  When,  from; 
accidents  equally  unexpected  and  unavoidable,  in  the  year 
1762,  he  left  that  his  native  city,  he  has  fince  vilited  feveral 
different  kingdoms,  eagerly  embracing  every  opportunity 
of  increafing  his  medical  knowledge,  by  forming  an  inti- 
macy with  many  eminent  Phyficians,  and  by  every  other 
practicable  means,  ftill  purfuing  his  invariable  rule  of  afTilt- 
ing  the  poor,  gratis,  every  day.  The  numbers  which 
flocked  to  him,  in  fome  places,  are  fcarcely  credible  (even 
fome  hundreds  in  a day)  particularly  in  the  Northern  part 
of  Ireland  (where  he  continued  fome  years)  which  is  amaz- 
ingly populous,  and  much  more  fo  than  is  generally  ima- 
gined. He  was  exceedingly  difgufted  at  the  abfurd  credu- 
lity 
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lity  of  the  common  fort  of  people  there , and  their  prophane 
comparisons.  They  have  even  brought  dying  perfons  to 
him,  in  creels  (or  balkets)  and  when  he  has  a (lured  them 
that  they  were  in  the  agonies  of  death,  they  have  carried 
them  away  murmuring,  and  fcrupled  not  to  affert,  that 
they  knew  he  could  cure  them,  if  he  would.  Thefe  ridicu- 
lous circumftances  would  not  have  been  mentioned,  were 
they  not  a prefumptive  proof,  that  fome  perfons  had  re- 
ceived remarkable  benefit  from  him,  to  give  rile  to  fuch 
furmifes. 

Since  his  return  to  England,  which  was  not  till  February, 

1 - S- 

1774,  he  has  relieved  fome  thoufands  in  this  town  (Shrewf- 
bury)  yet,  it  is  well  known,  that  thofe  who  apply  to  him, 
do  not  commonly  labour  under  fuch  diforders  as  are  re- 
moveable with  the  greateft  facility. 

He  begs  pardon  of  the  reader  for  this  curfory  recital  of  a 
few  fads,  which  he  thinks  himfelf  encouraged  to  exped 
irom  the  consideration  of  what  he  has  fuppreffed.  He 
pleads  not  the  (lighted  degree  of  merit  from  the  per- 


3 


formance 


INTRODUCTION. 


xx  i 


formance  of  that  which  appears  to  him  a duty — a readinefs 
to  affift  others ; nor  can  he  be  inftigated  by  that  truly  defpi- 
cable  quality,  vanity  ; fince  he  has  no  wifli  left  to  form  for 
hirafelf  but  euthanafia.  The  only  reafon  why  he  has  exe- 
cuted this  painful  talk,  is  to  intimate  that  there  may  be  a 
poffibility  that  the  methods  of  cure  which  he  recommends* 
have  fome  claim  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  whofe  peculiar 
province  it  is  to  think  of  fuch  things,  though  they  may 
greatly  and  offenfively  deviate  from  the  common  track. 

v v 

. , ; , , j ’ ;"1  . ..  j . : . . • ••  y 1 ‘ v ' ' ' '?  • . ? t * 

The  medical  reader  will  certainly  meet  with  fome  things 
in  the  enfuing  treatife  which  may  excite  his  furprize,  and 
perhaps  his  difguft  : the  author  would  only  plead  the  privi- 
lege of  an  Englifhman,  trial  before  condemnation.  There 
are  many  means  which  appear  at  firft  blufh  very  unlikely  to 
attain  the  end  in  view,  yet  are  found  to  be  perfe&ly  ade- 
quate to  the  acquifition  of  faid  end.  To  cut  a man  s throat 
may  feem  an  odd  method  of  preferving  his  life,  yet  there  are 
cafes  in  which  no  other  method  can  be  taken. 
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The  author  was  once  in  confultation  with  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  phyficians  on  the  European  continent  ; the  patient 
was  a young  gentleman,  feemingly  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a con- 
fumption;  on  propoiing  the  vitriolic  vomit,  the  Do<5for 
haffily  exclaimed  that  he  would  not  furvive  the  taking  it  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  ; he  was  then  alked  if  he  had  ever  or- 
dered the  blue  vitriol?  he  replied  that  he  never  did,  nor 
had  ever  feen  it  adminiftered  ; who  rejoined  the  author, 
may  be  the  belt  judge  of  its  effe&s  ; he  who  never  faw 
any  of  them,  or  he  who  has  given  it  above  twenty  thoufand 

times  ? The  Doftor  was  of  too  ingenuous  a difpofition  to 

\ 

olfer  any  further  objection  : the  vomits  were  taken,  and  our 

* 

patient  was  reftored  to  perfect  health. 


If  any  one  were  to  propofe  a more  fafe,  certain,  and  ex- 
peditious method  of  profligating  diftempers,  he  fhould 
rejoice  to  fee  his  own  work  fuperfeded  and  dwindle  into 

Y ■>  £ 

negleft.  Let  mankind  be  ferved,  and  it  is  immaterial  from 
what  hand  the  benefits  flow.  . As  a certain  perfon  faid  for- 
merly, he  wifhed  that  all  the  Lord’s  people  were  prophets  ; 
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»* 

fo  the  writer  of  this,  wifhes  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart, 
that  all  the  human  fpecies  could  preferve  themfelves  from 
pain  and  ficknefs,  or  at  lead  knew  how  to  get  rid  of  every 
malady  incident  to  them. 

He  would  warmly  recommend  to  his  brethren,  particu- 
larly to  young  phyficians,  the  method  he  has  fo  long  prac- 
tifed,  of  fetting  apart  two  hours  every  day  for  the  fervice  of 
the  poor  ; he  can  allure  them  from  the  experience  of  above 
thirty  years,  that  the  advantages  refulting  from  it  will 
amply  compenfate  all  fortuitous  inconveniencies,  and  infi- 
nitely exceed  their  mod  fanguine  expeditions.  The  plea- 
fure  of  doing  good  is  the  mod  elevated  and  refined  of  all 
pleafures,  and  the  only  enjoyment  that  can  reconcile  us  to 
the  fufferings  and  woes  which  are  infeparably  annexed  to 
human  life. 

> . - • | 

. 

The  author  acknowledges  that  human  nature,  with  all  its 
faults  and  follies,  is  the  objed  of  his  mod  tender  affedion. 
He  who  has  been  eye-witnefs  to  fo  many  fcenes  of  mifery, 
mud  have  a callous  heart  indeed,  if  it  were  not  touched 

d 2 by 


XXIV 


INTRODUCTION. 


by  fympathy  and  melted  with  compaffion.  As  Terence 

faid,  A manmyfelj , I feel  for  all  mankind.  The  inevitable  evils 
of  life  are  fufficiently  numerous,  and  he  raufl  have  a very 
weak  head  and  a very  bad  heart  who  can  wantonly  increafe 
the  horrible  aggregate.  It  is  furpriiing  that  one  can  fay  or 
do  any  thing  that  he  knows  will  give  pain  to  another  : but 
it  is  beyond  meafure  aftonifhing  that  any  one  can  aiveft 
hiinfelf  of  pity  for  thofe  who  partake  of  the  fame  nature 
with  himfelf.  No  excufe  can  be  pleaded  for  want  of 
compaffion,  or  even  for  not  alleviating  the  fufferings  of 
others  when  in  our  power. 

It  is  alledged  by  fome  that  if  it  is  a man’s  own  fault,  and 

that  he  may  thank  himfelf  for  his  fituatiom,  he  can  deferve 
» , - . , v . 

no  pity  : but  this  is  a perverfion  of  all  reafoning,  for  furely 

no  one  feeks  mifery  or  diflrefs,  and  if  he  falls  into  them  it 
mu  ft  be  owing  to  want  of  knowledge  or  want  of  power : 
like  ideots  or  infants  he  is  therefore  doubly  the  objetft  of 
pity.  If  it  is  even  owing  to  obftinacy  and  perverfenefs  that 

V ; 

a man  becomes  wretched,  he  doth  not  forfeit  his  claim  to 
our  compaffion  : vice  and  wickednefs  will  certainly  render 

him 
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him  miferable  ; but  let  us  not  fee  him  Jo  without  heaving  a 
figh,  and  dropping  a tear.  If,,  as  our  teachers  inform  us,  fucb 
a one,  fhall  be  tormented  for  ever,  furely  this  is  amply  fuffi- 
cient,  and  there  can  be  nothing  amifs  in  our  endeavours  to> 
render  his  exiftence  in  this  life  as  comfortable  as  poffible. 
Let  it  not  be  forgot,  that  if  you  had  received  the  fame  edu- 
cation, and  had  been  placed  precifely  in  the  fame  circum- 
flances,  your  conduct  would  have  been  exactly  the  fame' 

...  , f , • • . » „ . 

' V 

with  that  of  the  unhappy  mortal  whom  you  fo  unkindly 

% . g.  , y v 

neglect.  Who  made  thee  to  differ,  however  humiliating,, 
is  by  no  means  an  impertinent  queltion. 

# ♦ ^ ■ " 1 f w . f 0 f a x * } ; * 1 f " 

* 

Some  plead  the  ingratitude  of  men,  as  a reafon  why  we 

y « * * 

fhould  not  affift  our  fellow  creatures  in  diftrefs  : this  indeed 
is  a weed  very  apt  to  fpring  up  in  the  human  heart,  and  we 
mult  make  our  account  to  meet  with  it.  He  would  not  be 
efteemed  over-wife  who  would  take  pet  at  his  garden,  and! 
totally  defert  it,  becaufe  it  pours  forth  weeds  fpontaneoufly. 
Doth  it  not  argue  fo  me' thing  of  a mercenary  difpofltion  to> 
expert  eonflantly  fuch  a luxurious  treat,  as-  grateful  returns- 
for  the  favours  we  be  flow  ?' 
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We  make  great  allowances  for  the  flips  and  failures  in 
thofe  refpe&able  perfonages,  ourfelves  : in  honor  to  hu- 
manity, let  us  not  be  lefs  favorable  to  others.  A fufferer, 
let  him  be  what  he  will,  is  an  objed  of  compaflion.  For 
my  own  part  I freely  own  that  I would  make  very  confider- 
able  facrifices  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
the  moft  wicked  and  worthlefs  man  that  ever  exifled. — He 
is  my  brother,  as  the  royal  Jew  faid  of  Benhadad,  and  he 
that  loveih  not  his  brother , can  neither  love  the  Deity , nor  be  loved 
by  him  ; but  is  actually  a murderer  in  the  fight  of  that  being 
who  is  kind  to  the  unjujl  and  to  the  unthankful , who  has  pro- 
mifed  his  forgivenefs  and  favor  to  mankind  on  no  other 
condition,  than  that  of  being  kind  one  to  another , tender-hearted 
and  forgiving  one  another. 

The  above  quotations  may  be  hazarded  without  much 
tear  of  a difeovery,  as  they  are  taken  from  a book  which  is 
fcarce  ever  dipped  into  by  any  perfon  in  this  polite  age, 
though  there  is  a fweet  fpirit  of  philanthropy  breathing 
through  it,  which  one  would  think  might  render  the  perufal 
of  it  tolerable. 


As 
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As  a few  hygienical  ftri&ures  may  be  expected  to  precede 
a work  of  this  nature,  I fhall  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the 
reader  the  following  obfervations  on  what  the  phyficians 
call  the  non-naturals.  The  neeeffary  rules  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  health  are  intelligible  to  the  meanefl  capacity, 
and  may  be  comprifed  in  a fmall  compafs.  No  one  can  be 
exculpated,  therefore,  who  is  ignorant  of  the  means  whereby 
fo  invaluable  a bleffing  may  be  continued. 

j ft 

A dry  air  is  extremely  deferable  and  large  rooms,  or  fuch 
at  leaf):  as  will  admit  of  frequent  ventilation  from  frefh  cur- 
rents  of  air.  To  fleep  in  a room  that  has  no  chimney  in  it 
is  highly  improper,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  perfons  who 
are  guilty  of  fuch  indifcretion  are  fubje<d  to  the  incubus. 

With  refpedt  to  diet , the  calls  of  nature  ought  not  to  be 
difregarded  ; they  are  fufficiently  audible,  and  it  is  at  our 
peril  that  we  refifl:  their  importunity.  The  bad  effe<5ts  of 
eating  or  drinking  too  much  are  eafier  to  be  removed  than 
thofe  which  arife  from  inanition..  Nature  has  made  no 

provihon. 
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provifion  againfl  the  confequences  of  flarving  ourfelves. 

An  acrimony  of  the  fluids  proceeds  from  frequent  falling, 

* \ 

that  is  fcarcely  conquerable  by  the  power  of  medicine.  To 
thofe  who  look  on  falling  as  a religious  duty  I have  nothing 
to  fay  ; but  as  flagellation  is  alfo  confidered  in  the  fame 
light,  to  bare  the  back,  and  receive  a few  hafly  lafhes  would 
be  certainly  the  mofl  eligible  alternative. 

To  adopt  the  plan  of  Lewis  Cornaro  in  this  northern 

climate  would  be  the  height  of  folly.  Dr  Cheyne  with  his 
vegetable  regimen,  has  been  the  caufe  of  infinite  mifchief  to 
valetudinarians.  As  refilling  to  eat  when  we  are  hungry, 
and  to  drink  when  we  are  thirfly  is  prejudicial  to  health  ; in 
like  manner  to  continue  eating  for  the  fake  of  pleafing  one’s 
appetite,  or  drinking  when  we  feel  no  inclination  to  it, 
mufl  undoubtedly  affedl  our  health  : thofe  who  are  fo  wife 
as  to  make  their  meals  always  of  one  difh,  will  fcarce  ever 
offend  in  the  firfl  point,  and  none  but  incorrigible  fots  will 
be  guilty  of  the  latter.  To  rife  with  an  appetite,  though  a 
very  frugal  and  common  maxim,  is  an  exceeding  bad  one. 
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He  who  obeys  the  di<5lates  of  nature,  that  is,  his  own  in- 
ternal feelings,  will  not  err,  but  eat  till  he  finds  himfelf 
fatisfied,  for  there  is  no  other  method  of  afcertaining  the 
quantity  necelfary  to  be  taken.  As  to  the  quality  of  diet,  it  is 
of  little  importance  to  perfons  in  health,  though  animal  food 
is  inconteftibly  preferable,  and  to  which  the  vegetable  ought 
to  be  greatly  difproportionate  : for  the  difeafes  which  arife 
from  the  ufe  of  the  latter,  are  by  far  the  moll  crabbed  and 
refra&ory. 

y -J 

The  fame  confideration  holds  good  with  refpeft  to  Jleep , 
which  in  young  and  old  perfons  ought  to  be  indulged,  but 

t 

never  to  be  folicited  by  lying  in  bed  late.  To  arife  early  in 
the  morning  (as  by  all  allowed)  is  greatly  conducive  to 
health. 

V 

F.xercife  is  fo  abfolutely  necelfary,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
continue  long  free  from  diforders  without  it : nine  tenths 
of  thofe  which  are  incident  to  human  beings  originate  from 
indolence.  The  price  of  health  is  activity,  and  the  flothful 
are  unequal  to  the  purchafe. 
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Cojlivenejs  of  the  body,  though  fometimes  for  a furprifing 
length  of  time  not  inconfiftent  with  a perfect  hate  of  health, 
yet  fhould  not  be  connived  at : the  inteftinal  canal  ought  to 
be  kept  open  by  a laxative  diet  or  other  means,  for  one 
motion  in  twenty-four  hours  is  a delirable  circumftance,  and 
well  worth  our  endeavouring  to  procure.  As  to  the  reft  of 
the  excretions,  nature  is  the  belt  guide  for  the  management 

% u r- 

of  them  ; if  they  abound  in  quantity,  the  ftimulus  felt  will 
be  a fufficient  warning  for  the  neceflity  of  evacuation.  As 
phlebotomy  is  fo  fafhionable,  it  may  not  be  fafe  to  fay  any 
thing  againft  it : but  why  the  quantity  of  blood  fhould  be 
diminifhed  when  no  plethora  exifts,  feems  beyond  the 
power  of  human  conception.  It  is  a melancholy  truth, 
that  the  author  has  met  with  more  diforders  which  were 
occafioned  by  imprudent  bleedings,  than  from  all  other 
caufes  whatever.  To  aflign  a reafon  why  the  northern  na- 
tions were  formerly  fo  extremely  populous  has  puzzled 
many  : that  affair  may  perhaps  no  longer  continue  myfte- 
rious,  when  it  is  confidered  that  they  were  ftrangers  to  the 
ufe  of  the  lancet, 
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Laflly,  the  proper  regulations  of  the  pajjions  of  the  mind 
is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  towards  the  eflablifhment  and 
continuance  of  health.  He  who  would  enjoy  perfed  health 
and  longlife,  fhould  cultivate  a perpetual  chearfulnefs,  and 
maintain  a fixed  refolution  to  be  pleafed  with  whatever  may 
befal  him  : this  fatisfadion  and  content  is  within  the  reach 

4 

of  every  one.  But  he  who  is  conftantly  repining  and 
fretting  for  the  poffeffion  of  fome  vifionary  blifs,  or  toiling 
in  the  ceafelefs  purfuit  of  that  which  he  thinks  he  has  a 
right  to  exped  the  polfeffion  of,  muft  not  wonder  if  his 
health  fhould  be  impaired  by  the  delufivc  chafe.  Perfons 
who  indulge  this  wayward  difpofition,  eafily  irritable,  and 

attentive  only  to  that  which  feeras  faulty  and  difagreeable  in 

\ 

others  ; if  every  thing  they  could  wifh  for  were  at  their 
command,  would  make  fhift  to  be  as  peevifh  and  uneafy  as 
if  they  had  real  caufe  for  difcontent.  Subordination  is  in- 
difpenfible,  and  the  foot  may  as  well  refufe  to  perform  its 
fundions,  becaufe  it  is  not  the  head,  as  a man  become  dif- 

i *■ 

fatisfied  with  his  ftation.  Every  one  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  meliorate  his  condition  if  he  can,  but  fuch  attempts  are 
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bv  no  means  inconfiftent  with  the  indulgence  of  continual 
good  humour,  with  fullering  the  mind  to  dwell  only  on 
plealing  images,  and  with  acquiefcence  under  difappoint- 
ment.  Nature  has  indented  with  us  for  nothing  but  food 
and  raiment,  and  fome  time  ago  a wife  and  good  man  had 
learned  to  be  quite  content  with  them. 

V 3-  - , 

Let  me  add,  as  another  means,  the  manifeftation  of  a pro- 
fufion  of  tendernefs  to  all  the  animal  creation  : this  foftens 

the  mind,  and  endues  it  with  an  aptitude  for  the  reception 

-•  - \ 

of  pleafurable  fenfations,  and  of  the  fineft  feelings  of  the 
human  heart.  It  is  in  the  power  of  every  one  to  exert  his 
efforts  to  contribute  to  the  pleafure  and  felicity  of  all  with 
whom  he  is  conne&ed,  even  in  the  minuteft  incidents. 
Seek  by  all  poffible  means  the  happinefs  of  others,  and  you 
will  find  your  own  in  the  way.  In  a word,  health  is  to  be 
fecured  by  being  aHive  and  virtuous. 

Let  the  fame  procedure  be  recommended  to  our  fair 
country-women,  with  this  additional  argument,  that  to  be 
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good  is  to  be  handfome  as  well  as  healthy  ; nothing  improves 
the  beauty  like  chearfulnefs,  good-nature,  and  a delire 
of  pleafing  : health,  virtue  and  beauty  are  too  flrongly  at- 
tached to  each  other  to  be  feparated  for  any  length  of  time  ; 
they  are  the  fondelt  friends,  and  like  other  friends,  by 
their  amicable  collifions  mutually  improve  each  other. 
Health  adorns  the  countenance  with  attractive  fweetnefs* 
virtue  animates  every  feature,  beauty  gives  them  the  highelt 
finifhing,  and  all  unite  in  filling  the  eyes  with  enchanting 
and  irrefiltible  charms. 

I cannot  take  leave  of  my  reader  without  acknowledging 
the  numerous  imperfections  of  this  work  with  refpedt  to 
method,  manner,  diCtion,  and  the  unavoidable  confequences 
of  an  invariable  adherence  to  brevity  and  concifenefs..  In 
a work  of  this  fort,  it  would  be  rather  unreafonable  to  ex- 
pert the  prettinefs  of  points,  the  quaintnefs  of  antithefes, 
the  florid  tumefcence  of  declamation,  or  the  rotundity  of 
elaborate  periods.  Omari  res  ipja  negat.  The  author  can 
only  plead  in  excufe  that  he  wrote  his  treatife  originally  in 

Latin,, 
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Latin,  that  fome  allowances  may  be  made  for  the  long 
difufe  of  his  vernacular  language*,  and  that  he  has  endea- 
voured to  the  utmoft  of  his  abilities  to  convey  his  ideas 

J..  * - • ...  ^ 

with  perfpicuity  and  precifion. 

When  this  book  was  firft  publifhed  in  Dublin,  in  1764 
(for  the  fecond  edition  printed  in  that  city  was  not  by  fub- 
fcription)  he  had  the  honor  to  find  among  his  fubfcribers 
twenty-fix  noblemen,  eight  right  honourable  privy  coun- 
fellors,  an  archbifhop,  five  . bifhops,  and  befides  moll  of 
the  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries,  above  two  hun- 
dred gentlemen  of  the  firft  rank  and  property  in  that 
kingdom. 

If  there  is  a Angle  paflage  in  the  following  fheets  that  has 
the  leaft  tendency  to  miflead  the  reader,  or  contribute  to 
the  detriment  of  any  one,  he  would  be  the  firft  to  wifh  that 

every  copy  was  committed  to  the  flames  : nor  could  he  for- 

* 

* He  was  near  eleven  years  in  foreign  countries. 
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give  himfelf  if  he  had  advanced  any  thing  on  the  credit  of 
others  without  owning  his  own  ignorance  of  the  fa<5ls. 
The  methods  of  cure  which  he  recommends  are  fuch  as 
have  received  the  fan<dion  of  a very  extenfive  and  frequent 
experience  ; not  only  of  his  own  but  a great  number  of 
pradlitioners  who  have  purfued  the  fame  methods,  and  of 
the  fuccefs  of  which  they  have  given  him  the  moft  favor- 
able and  pleafing  accounts.  To  experience  alone  he  ap- 
peals for  their  reje<5lion  or  adoption. 

* * . / 

% 

After  all,  if  he  has  really  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have 
made  no  valuable  difcoveries,  to  have  flarted  no  hint  which 
fome  happier  genius  may  improve,  to  have  added  nothing 
of  confequence  to  the  medical  treafury  ; to  be  of  no  future 
fervice  to  mankind  by  this  publication,  he  mult  confefs 

4 

that  he  fhall  be  exceedingly  difappointed  ; will  take  fliarne 
to  himfelf,  and  defile  to  fink  into  obfcunty  and  deferved 
contempt.  -fo.  be  careffed  by  the  great,  efteemed  by 
men  of  learning,  and  univerfally  beloved  by  the  poor  ; 
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all  thefe  may  arife  from  fond  partiality,  or  adfckitious 
prejudice  ; but  where  there  is  no  intrinfic  merit,  are 
abfolutely  incapable  of  refcuing  infignificance  from  ob- 
livion. 
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ip1  ROM  the  frequent  and  repeated  folicitations  of  his 
friends  in  Birmingham  to  comprife  the  enfuing  work 
in  a pocket  volume,  the  author  has  been  induced  to  prefent 
the  public  with  a treatife,  which  has  been  hitherto  fold  for 
a guinea,  at  the  price  of  five  findings  ; nor  can  he  think 
any  compliment  he  is  capable  of  paying  to  this  town, 

f fufficiently 
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fufficiently  exprelllve  of  that  grateful  fenfibility  with  which 
his  heart  is  penetrated  for  their  very  extraordinary  and 
indulgent  partiality  towards  him.  He  hopes  the  exultation 
is  no  ways  culpable,  that  fprings  from  his  heart-felt 
fatisfaCiion,  that  none  have  had  any  reafon  to  repent  of 
the  confidence  repofed  in  him. 

He  has  not  the  leaft  intention  of  attempting  to  vindicate 
any  thing  in  this  work . Whatever  is  indefenfible  he  would 
be  the  firft  to  execrate  ; but  it  may,  with  fafety,  be  afferted, 
that  the  practitioner,  who  makes  ufe  of  the  methods 
recommended,  mult  be  extremely  unfortunate,  who  fhould 
be  always  unfuccefsful. 

The  prefcriptions  were,  in  the  laft  edition,  firft  printed 

* '*  ‘ . ^ 

in  Englifh,  becaufe  one  Mr.  Dodd,  whom  the  author 
never  had  the  honour  of  feeing,  was  pleafed  to  publifh 
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a tranflation  of  thoje  in  the  fecond  edition,  at  Cork,  in  the 
year  1770,  and  again  in  London,  in  1774.  This  gentleman 
(like  Molly,  who  could  not  get  a tune  out  of  her  mailer’s 
fiddle,  though  fhe  was  fure  there  was  one  in  it)  had  indeed 
poffeired  himfelf  of  mine,  but  was  in  difmal  want  of  a 
finger  to  play  on  it.  Peace  to  his  remarks,  reflexions, 
and  manes. 

This  work  was  not  noticed  by  the  Monthly  Review,  till 
the  publication  of  the  fourth  edition.  See  the  Monthly 
Review,  for  April,  1775. 

- •* 

That  the  medicines  prefcribed  are  fome  of  the  keenejl 
edge  tools  of  phyfic , mull  be  acknowledged  ; for,  perhaps, 
bufy  minds  might  entertain  fome  fufpicions  of  the  fagacity 

• • 1 - , 

or  dexterity,  of  that  workman,  who  fliould  prefer  the  ufe 
of  blunt  ones  ; and,  if  the  old  adage  is  true,  fuch  a one 

• i ' 4 * * ^ 

1 . • 5 t ■ * 

Hands  the  worft  chance  of  cutting  his  fingers. 
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The  dry  vomit  cannot  deferve  the  unkind  terms  of 
rugged  and  Jurly  ; for  the  only  teaming  or  vexatious  circum- 
ftance  I have  ever  known  to  attend  it,  is,  that  it  fometimes 
would  not  vomit  at  all  ; and,  in  cafes  where  that  effect  has 
been  neceffary,  I have  been  obliged  to  double  the  dofe, 
even  in  delicate  habits,  before  it  could  be  procured  ; 
though,  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  the  fame  quantity  of  either 
of  the  ingredients  alone  would  have  puked  pretty  fmartly. 

The  author  confeffes  his  temper  is  naturally  fanguine, 
and  that  he  may  fometimes  have  expreffed  himfelf  in  terms 
rather  too  ftrong  ; but,  when  it  is  conlidered  that  he  relates 
nothing,  which  his  eyes  have  not  fecn,  fome  allowances 
ftsould  be  made  for  faid  ftrength  of  expreffion.  He  would 
elleem  that  perfon  as  his  bell  and  deareft  friend,  who 
points  out  his  faults.  Whether  he  is  right,  or  wrong,  in 
his  fpeculative  notions  appears  to  him  a matter  of  equal 

* 1 « ■ v 

moment  with,  whether  a goofe  Hands  on  her  right  or  left  leg. 

But, 
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But,  whether  mankind  are  milled  in  things  relating  to  their 
health,  is  an  affair  of  the  laft  importance,  and  he  would 
rather  perifh  than  offer  any  thing  to  the  public,  which 
could  be  the  leaf!  deceptious  on  this  head. 

He  thought  himfelf  the  firft  perfon  who  ever  gave  vomits 
in  internal  haemorrhages,  till  a gentleman,  about  ten  years 
after  the  firft  publication  of  his  treatife,  difpelled  his  vanity 
by  putting  into  his  hands  a book,  wrote  by  old  Dr.  Robin- 
fon,  above  forty  years  ago,  wherein  are  related  a vaft 
number  of  cafes,  in  which  he  fucceeded  by  vomits  only. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  in  this  place,  to  make  fome  remarks 
on  that  prima  facie  abfurd  prefcription,  under  the  article 
Dyfentery,  of  paper  boiled  in  milk.  When  it  was  firft 
communicated  to  me,  by  an  ancient  Phyfician,  on  the  con- 
tinent, it  afforded  no  fmall  employment  to  my  zygomatic 

and 
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and  buccinator  mufcles.  The  good-naturned  old  gentleman, 

without  taking  any  offence  at  my  mirth,  only  obferved, 

, t »-!  ».  \ f 

that  l might,  in  the  courfe  of  pradiice,  meet  with  fome 
things  feemingly  as  ridiculous,  which  would  prove  of  no 
fmall  efficacy.  Many  years  paffed  without  the  lead  thoughts 
of  it,  till  being  called  to  a gentleman’s  fon,  about  nine 
years  of  age,  previoufly  attended  by  four  Phyficians,  who 
could  be  of  little  fervice,  becaufe  the  child  obftinately 
refufed  to  take  any  medicines.  Afhamed  to  mention  the 
paper  dofe  to  my  brethren,  I afked  the  mother,  if  her  fon 

tr  ■» 

was  fond  of  milk ; fhe  replied  in  the  affirmative  ; the  paper 
was  boiled  in  it  ; and,  when  I vifited  him  the  next  morn- 
ing, he  was  perfe&ly  recovered.  At  that  time  I felt  a 
fimilar  fenfation  with  honed  Triftram,  when  he  refledled 
on  his  behaviour  to  the  poor  monk.  Some  time  after,  a 
lady,  who  had  been  feized  with  the  mod  dreadful  dyfentery 
I ever  faw,  in  a quarter  of  an  hour  after  taking  the  boiled 

paper, 
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paper,  was  well.  There  is  certainly  nothing  fo  common 
as  to  impute  effects  to  caufes,  by  no  means  adequate  to 
the  produdion  of  faid  effects.  Of  this  error  the  author 
has  been  particularly  cautious,  even  to  a refined  fcrupu- 
lofity  ; but,  where  the  effect  has  caeteris  paribus,  invariably 
followed,  he  thought  himfelf  intitled,  for  the  future,  to 
exped  it. 

-r  m ’•  > . ■ 

The  large  dofes  of  volatiles  and  narcotics  to  be  met  with 
in  thefe  pages,  may  ftartle  the  reader.  It  is  to  be  feared 
they  are  often  trifled  with  by  an  inexcufable  timidity.  It 
is  a certain  fad-,  that  fmall  dofes,  at  different  times,  have 
often  no  good  effed,  and  that  the  opportunity  of  faving 
our  patient,  which  a large  dofe,  at  firft,  might  have  ef- 
feded,  is  irretrievably  loft.  An  extenftve  experience  has 
convinced  me,  that  many  lives  are  to  be  preferved  by  an 
happy  temerity. 
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With  refped  to  the  colic,  or  any  other  painful  dif- 
order,  the  bell  method  of  ufing  eledricity,  I know  of, 
is,  firll  to  draw  a few  fparks  from  the  affeded  place,  and 
then  to  throw  the  pained  part  into  the  eledrical  circuit  ; 

and,  immediately  after,  to  give  another  fhock,  at  right 

t 

angles,  to  the  former. 


The  author  did  not  chufe  to  adopt  any  fyflematical  or  re- 
gular arrangement  of  difeafes  : but  thofe  of  which  great 
multitudes  have  come  under  his  care,  are  all  treated  in  the 
fubfequent  manner. 

f 

A definition  of  every  difeafe  is  firll  given,  fometimes  indeed 

- t , 

not  very  accurate,  but  popular  and  intelligible ; for  his 
chief  aim  was  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  as  much  plainnefs  and 
perfpicuity  as  the  nature  of  things  would  admit  of. 


The 
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The  various  canfes,  by  which  it  may  be  occafioned,  fol- 
low.  The  reader  will  here  meet  with  many  latent  and  un- 
fufpe<5fed  ones,  and  fomc  that  were  never  oblerved  before, 
yet  well  worth  his  ferious  and  careful  attention. 

All  the  diagnojlics  are  fubjoined,  and  pathognomonic 
fympfoms,  without  which  it  cannot  exift  (to  preclude  all 
poflibility  of  a miflake)  to  give  him  a competent  knowledge 
of  the  difference  of  diftempers,  and  enable  him  to  treat  them 
with  certainty  and  precifion. 

> ' r * 

The  invariable  prognojlics  are  added,  to  fatisfy  a natural 
curiofity  which  prompts  us  to  enquire  whether  it  will  ter- 
minate in  health,  another  difeafe,  or  death  : nor  is.  the  leaft 
regard  paid  to  any  authors,  unle.fs  we  have  feen  their  affer- 
tions  confirmed  by  a feries  of  inflances  and  irrefragable 

9 ' 

experience. 
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The  cure  is  the  next  and  mod  important  point  that  comes 
under  confideration,  including  the  regulation  of  the  non- 
naturals, particularly  the  dietetic  regimen.  According  to 
the  plan  laid  down,  it  is  impoffible  to  err  in  this  cafe,  or  to  be 
at  a lofs  in  knowing  whether  evacuations  are  neceffary,  and 
which  are  the  mod  eligible.  For  indance,  if  there  is  too 
great  a quantity  of  vital  heat  accumulated,  and  that  accu- 
mulation be  univerfal,  a vein  mud  be  opened  : but  if  it 
exceeds  not  in  quantity,  or  the  accumulation  be  only  par- 
tial, as  in  hetflics,  flow  fevers,  See.  nothing  can  exculpate 
the  praclitioner  for  propofing  that  operation. 

- „ 1 

Laflly,  a variety  of  prescriptions  are  given,  adapted  to  the 
various  circumdances  of  the  cafe,  and  fuck  only  as  have 

often  proved  fuccefsful.  To  thofe  which  are  new  difeoveries 

« 

(it  is  to  be  hoped,  neither  unufeful  or  unimportant)  is 
affixed  this  mark  The  fame  index  is  placed  to  every 

recipe 
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recipe  that  had  always  an  extraordinary  effect  in  a vaft 
number  of  fimilar  cafes,  and  to  fuch  as  never  once  difap- 
pointed  my  expectations. 

My  attachment  (perhaps  too  violent)  to  formulae  I readily 
confefs,  partly  owing  to  the  neceffity  of  writing  forne  fcores 
over  night,  without  which  precaution  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  to  affift  the  numbers  who  applied  to  me  in  feve- 

ral  places  where  I have  been. 

\ 

In  what  manner  they  were  acquired  is  of  little  concern- 
ment to  the  reader ; fome  were  difcovered  by  accident, 
others  originate  from  hints  received  from  old  phyficians, 

temp 

though  by  far  the  greateft  part  are  the  refult  of  fevere  ftudy; 
the  utility  of  which  has  been  confirmed  by  long  extenfive 

and  painful  experience.  Such  as  they  are,  mankind  are 

/■ 

welcome  to  them,  as  I have  no  other  objed  in  view  but 

their 
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their  benefit.  He  who  can  conceal  that  which  would  be  of 
advantage  to  millions  for  the  emolument  of  a paltry  indi- 
vidual, is  a defpicable  wretch,  that  deferves  very  ill  of  fo- 
ciety.  Si  quid  novilli  reedius  ifbis  ; Candidus  imperti,  li 
non  his,  utere  mecum.  Hor. 
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Of  FEVERS  in  General. 

AF  E V E R exifts  when  the  motion  of  the  blood  is 
preternaturally  accelerated,  which  increafed  motion 
feems  to  be  caufed  by  an  effort  of  nature  to  expel  fomething 
out  of  the  body  which  ought  not  to  be  retained  within  it ; 
but  this  effect  becomes  a primary  difeafe  from  the  incapacity 
of  nature  to  remove  it. 

By  nature  is  meant  that  power  by  which  thofe  fund  ions 
are  performed,  which  are  intirely  independent  on  our  own 
diredion  or  confent;  fuch,  for  inltance,  as  the  pulfation  of 

B the 
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the  heart  and  arteries,  the  fecretions,  8cc.  Spontaneous 
acflions,  or  thofe  which  are  chiefly  fo,  being  objects  of  eligi- 
bility, are  therefore  by  phyficians  termed  non-naturals , 

I he  proximate  caufe  of  fevers  is  irritation  (which  may 

( V ' * 

— / 

occafion  a fpafmodic  affeffion  of  the  whole  nervous  fyftem) 
commonly  owing  to  an  obflrudion  of  infen  Able  perfpira- 
tion  : when  the  particles  of  this  matter  are  thrown  back 
into  the  circulation,  they  may  flagnate  in,  and  plug  up  the 
extremities  of  the  capillary  arteries,  or  bring  on  fpafmodic 
conftridiions  of  them. 

An  irritation  may  alfo  be  owing  to  other  caufes,  as  acrid 
food  or  liquors,  affe<5lions  of  the  mind,  hunger,  the  abforp- 
tion  of  pus,  any  thing  acrimonious  coming  into  contact 
with  the  extremity  of  a nerve,  intenfe  ftudy,  agrypnia,  pro- 
fufe  venery  ; propulfion  of  the  blood,  into  the  lymphatics, 
which  is  then  called  an  inflammation. 

The  diagnojlics.  Parching  heat,  intolerable  thirft,  high- 
coloured  urine,  without  fediment ; velocity,  hardnefs  and 
fulnefs  of  the  puife,  pain  in  the  head,  fide,  back,  or  loins  ; 
a dry  furred  tongue,  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  difficult 
refpiration,  coma  vigil  and  averfion  from  food. 
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Fevers  generally  begin  with  a previous  fenfation  of 
chillinefs,  fhivering,  or  intenfe  cold  ; lefs  or  more,  longer 
or  fhorter,  external  or  internal,  according  to  the  variety  of 
fubje&s,  caufes,  or  fevers  themfelves. 

The  prognojiics . Every  fever  terminates  in  health , another 
clijeaje , or  death. 

In  health , when  the  morbific  matter  is  fubju gated  by  the 
fever,  loofened,  rendered  movable,  and  at  length  expelled 
by  infenfible  perfpiration,  fweat,  faliva,  vomiting,  urine,  Or  ■ 
diarrhoea ; a crifls  ufually  coming  on  within  fourteen  days. 

In  another  difeafe,'  when  the  veffels  are  injured  by  too 
violent  an  exagitation  ; the  more  fluid  parts  diflipated,  the 
reft  incraflated,  and  the  critical  matter  depofited  in  veffels 
which  are  obftru<fted,  dilated,  or  ruptured  : hence  arife 
puftules,  red  fpots,  eryfipelas,  phlegmons,  buboes,  fchirri, 
exanthemata,  abfceffes,  gangrenes,  and  mortifications. 

In  death , when  the  increafed  accumulation  of  the  vital 

heat  overcomes  the  elafticity  of  the  mufcular  fibre,  and 

/ ' \ 

retains  the  heart  in  its  diaftole  ; or  when  the  fluids  are 
deftroyed  by  the  force  of  the  folids  : hence  a ri fe  inflamma- 
tions, fuppu rations,  gangrenes  in  the  vital  vifcera,  and 

B 2 aphtous 
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aphtous  ulcers  in  the  primae  vise,  which  laft,  though  feldom 
noticed  or  fufpe&ed,  appear  from  diffe&ions  to  be  a com- 
mon caufe  of  death. 

The  curative  indications.  Thefe  diredfc  to  the  corredion  and 

\ 

expulfion  of  the  acrid  irritating  matter,  with  unremitted 
attention  to  the  vis  vita,  that  it  may  not  be  too  much  dimi- 
nifhed ; while  the  motion  of  the  blood  mull  be  retrained 
within  due  bounds,  and  the  redundance  of  heat  expelled. 

As  to  regimen , frefh  air  is  abfolutely  necelfary,  which  may 
be  admitted  by  the  door  or  windows,  as  often  and  as  long 

I 

as  may  be  thought  convenient  : vinegar  fhould  be  fre- 
quently thrown  on  a red  hot  iron  in  the  room  : nor  would 
it  be  a trifling  melioration  of  the  air  to  fet  pots  near  the 
bed  with  fome  of  the  aromatic  plants  growing  in  them,  fuch 
as  lavender,  rue,  rofemary,  or  mint,  but  by  no  means  to 
fuffer  any  herbs  which  are  not  in  a Rate  of  vegetation  to 
continue  in  the  fame  room  with  the  patient,  nor  to  continue 
in  the  room  after  fun-fet.  Clean  linen  refrefhes  and  may 
fafely  be  aliowed  every  day,  or  every  other  day  at  fartheft. 
Let  him  not  be  confined  wholly  to  his  bed,  but  fit  up  every 
day,  as  long  as  he  can  without  fatigue. 

He 
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He  fhould  be  plied  plentifully  with  diluting  liquids,  for  it 

x 

is  impoffible  that  he  fhould  drink  too  much  : what  the  fluid 
is,  is  not  very  material,  provided  it  be  taken  in  immenfe 
quantities  ; even  cold  water,  if  required,  may  be  drank  with 
fafety  and  advantage.  The  fubfequent  diluents  are  exceed- 
ing fuitable,  viz.  barley  water,  with  forty  drops  of  dulcified 
fpirit  of  nitre  in  every  pint,  decotflion  of  hartfhorn,  cyder 
whey,  tea  prepared  from  balm,  fage,  mint,  pennyroyal,  or 
mother  of  thyme.  A lemon  fqueezed  into  a pint  of  water, 
and  fweetened  to  the  tafte  with  treacle,  is  of  confiderable 
utility.  Three  fpoonfuls  of  vinegar  in  a pint  of  water, 
fweetened  with  honey',  is  another  very  proper  ptifan,  as  is 
alfo  vinegar  wheyn 

When  nature  verges  towards  a fecretion,  diaphoretics,  or 
at  leaft  a warmer  regimen  becomes  neceffary  to  help  on 
cotflion  and  a crifis  : depuration  is  the  work  of  nature  : if 
flie  is  languid.,  affift  her  with  cardiacs,  aromatics,  and  vola- 
tiles ; then  blifters  are  highly  proper  (efpecially  to  the  cor- 
pulent) to  quicken  the  circulation,  difl'olve  the  vifcid  and 
too  bulky  fanguineous  corpufcles,  and  to  forward  fecretion 
through  the  miliary  glands. 

When 
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When  the  fever  is  fubjugated,  let  the  patient  take  that 
which  affords  the  fmalleft  employment  for  the  chylopoietic 
organs,  with  antiputrefcents,  halts  and  acids : Whatever 
food  is  allowed  fhould  be  given  in  fmall  quantities  and  often 
repeated  ; fpoon-meats,  broth,  panada,  bread  pudding,  and 
fuch  like.  It  is  a fortunate  circumftance  that  perfons,  while 
a fever  continues,  feldom  feel  any  inclination  to  eat ; for 
the  chyle  cannot  then  be  properly  elaborated.  After  the 
ravages  of  a fever,  and  to  remove  that  diftreffing  languor 

which  arifes  from  too  profufe  evacuations,  nothing  is  fo 
proper  as  ftrong  broths  drank  as  frequently  and  as  copioufly 
as  the  ftomach  will  bear.  I have  often  enjoined  the  ufe  of 
them,  though  the  pulfe  continued  quick  and  ticking,  while 
flufhings  and  partial  heat  remained,  and  the  patients  were 
thought  to  be  at  the  laft  gafp,  with  amazing  fuccefs. 

If  a vehement  craving  is  manifelled  of  Jomething  particular 
to  eat,  and  it  be  often  requefted — let  it  be  what  it  will,  it 
ought  not  to  be  refufed  : in  the  decline  of  fevers,  there 
feems  to  be  fome thing  in  thefe  untoward  hankerings  of 

r 

nature  analogous  to  the  pica  in  chlorotics,  whofe  eager  de- 
fire of  chalk  and  tobacco-pipes  is  by  no  means,  as  fome 

fuppofe, 


I 
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V r 
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fuppofe,  the  caufe  of  their  diforder,  but  the  predominant 
acid  in  their  ftomach  (the  primary  diforder)  which  naturally 
inftigates  them  to  feed  on  fuch  things. 

The  cure.  If  the  flrength  of  the  patient  will  bear  it,  ufe 
venae-fedlion. 

I * 

Cooling  clyflers  may  be  adminiflered  with  great  pro- 
priety, as. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre  two  drachms. 

Honey  of  rofes  one  ounce. 

Sweet  whey  feven  ounces, 

* 

Make  it  a clyfter.  It  will  be  found  no  inconfiderable  auxi- 
liary (efpecially  for  children)  to  bathe  the  feet  and  legs  with 
warm  water  two  or  three  times  a day. 

The  following  mixture  may  be  drank  at  pleafure. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre  half  an  ounce. 

Juice  of  lemons  feven  ounces. 

Cochineal  two  drachms. 

Water  a gallon. 

Sugar  as  much  as  you  pleafe. 

Let  it  be  made  a mixture. 


On 
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- On  the  firft  appearance  of  a fever  the  fubfequent  bolus 
will  generally  anl'wer  and  remove  it  in  a few  hours. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre, 

Camphire  of  each  a fcruple, 

Conferve  of  wormwood  half  a drachm. 


Make  it  a bolus  to  be  taken  at  night,  and  if  neceffary,  to  be 
repeated  the  next  morning,  the  patient  being  confined  to 
his  bed  till  the  fweat  goes  off. 

Any  fever  may  be  foon  extinguilhed  by  the  ufe  of  the 
following  powders, 


Take  of  emetic  tartar  five  grains. 

White  fugar  (or  Nitre)  a drachm. 

Let  them  be  well  rubbed  in  a glafs  mortar,  and  be  divided 
into  fix  powders  : one  to  be  taken  every  three  hours,  not- 
withstanding the  naufea,  the  firft  may  poffibly  occafion.  If 
they  bring  on  a diarrhoea,  they  fhould  be  ftill  continued, 
and  it  will  foon  ceafe  fpontaneoufly. 

It  thefe  are  taken  (which  is  moft  commonly  the  cafe)  with- 
out any  manifeft  inconvenience,  let  there  be  feven  grains  in 

tii.c  next  fix  powders ; and  m the  next,  ten.  Here  I betr 

'*!> 

2 leave 
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leave  to  retra<5l  what  I faid  in  the  former  editions  of  this 
work,  viz.  that  till  ficknefs  and  vomiting  wras  excited,  this 
noble  medicine  was  not  to  be  depended  on. — For  I have 
fince  feen  many  inftances  wherein  a paper  has  been  given 
every  three  hours  (of  which  there  have  been  ten  grains  in 
fix  powders)  without  the  leaft  fenfible  operation,  either  by 
ficknefs,  flool,  urine,  or  fweat,  and  though  the  patients  had 
been  unremittedly  delirious  for  more  than  a week,  with 
fubfultus  tendinum  and  all  the  appearances  of  haftening 
death,  they  have  perfectly  recovered  without  any  other 
medicinal  aid,  a clyfter  every  other  day  excepted.  I have 
lately  feen  a great  many  cafes  fimilar  to  the  above,  and  the 
emetic  tartar  has  invariably  produced  the  fame  effecl. 

As  many  regular  graduates  have  not  fcrupled  to  order 
the  ufe  of  Dr.  James’s  powder,  if  there  is  any  other  empi- 
rical medicine  lefs  dangerous  and  more  efficacious,  it  cannot 
furely  favor  of  impropriety  to  mention  it : that  this  is  really 
the  cafe,  I dare  confidently  affert,  and  that  Dr.  Norris’s 
Drops  are  by  far  the  bell  antimonial  ever  invented,  having 
this  peculiar  property  of  anfwering  every  end  of  an  anti- 
monial,  without  producing  a naufea,  and  given  in  larger 

G dofes 
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dofes  than  the  inventor  recommends,  feldom,  if  ever,  fail 
of  extinguifhing  fevers,  pefiimi  moris,  and  in  their  laft 
ftages,  viz.  one  large  fpoonful  every  hour.  The  fame 
quantity  every  three  hours,  in  general,  is  fufficient  to  anfvver 
the  molt  fanguine  expectation. 


ardent  fever. 

■/\.N  ar<^ent  ^ever  *s  atlen<^ec^  with  a preter-natural  and 
univerfal  heat  : if  it  is  continual  and  terminates  in 
twenty-four  hours,  it  is  called  Ephemera  ; if  it  fhould  laft 
longer,  it  is  termed  Caufus  or  Synochus.  The  putrid  Sy- 
nochus  or  malignant  fever  has  for  its  concomitants  a burning 
heat,  vehement  thirft,  averlion  from  food,  intolerable  an- 
xiety, a dry  furred  tongue,  unnatural  refpiration,  reftlefs 
nights,  and  a crude,  thick,  or  red  urine  without  fediment. 

The  caufe,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  is  irritation.  If 
that  which  ought  to  be  expelled  from  the  body  is  retained 
within  it,  a confequential  putrefaction  enfues,  from  whence 
the  putrid  fynochus  and  other  putrid  difeafes. 


/ 
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The  diagno/hcs,  or  pathognomonic  fymptoms  are  intoler- 
able third,  prodigious  heat  over  the  whole  body,  the 
tongue  dry,  rough,  yellow,  or  black  : coarclation  of  the 
lungs,  confequently  difficult  and  laborious  refpiration,  quick- 
nefs  and  nardnefs  of  the  pulfe ; pain  in  the  head,  flame- 

coloured  urine,  coliivenefs,  anxiety  about  the  prsecordia, 
agrypnia. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  mod  commonly  mortal  on  the  third 
or  fourth  day,  or  refolved  by  an  haemorrhage. 

The  face  red  and  clammy;  the  urine  thin,  fmall  in  quan- 
tity, black,  or  bloody  ; a parotis  not  fuppurating,  fpafmodic 
conftritflions  of  the  bronchia,  all  forebode  great  danger. 

But  if  the  patient  fnatches,  fumbles  with  his  fingers,  ga- 
thers up  the  bed-clothes,  feems  to  pick  draws,  drops  invo- 
luntary tears  ; if  purple  or  livid  fpots  appear,  if  the  hypo- 
chondres  are  inflated,  the  extremities  cold,  with  catchings 
of  the  breath,  infenfibility,  cold  fweats,  hiccoughs,  rattling 

in  the  throat. Any  of  thefe  are  deleterious  fymptoms, 

and  mod  of  them  generally  quick  forerunners  of  the  lad 

catadrophe.  ' ' 
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The  cure.  Affift  nature  in  her  efforts  to  expel  the  mor- 
bific matter  in  the  fame  method  whereby  fhe  attempts  to  do 

it,  whether  by  haemorrhage,  vomiting,  fweat,  or  urine. 

Give  great  quantities  of  diluting  liquids.  Draw  off  blood 
from  a large  orifice  as  foon  as  polfible,  and  repeat  the  ope- 
ration according  to  the  indication  of  fymptoms,  though  after 
the  third  day  phlebotomy  cannot  be  ufed  with  propriety. 

If  the  vital  ftrenglh  has  been  indifcreetly  reduced  by  too 
frequent  venaefedlions  ; on  recovery,  give  cardiacs,  vola- 
tiles, and  ftrong  broths.. 

When  the  fever  remits,  give  the  peruvian  bark.  The 
medicines  which  have  been  found  fuccefsful  in  the  cure  of 
ardent  fevers  are  to  be  met  with  below  : either  of  which 
formulae  may  be  adopted  according  to  the  difcretion  of  the 
practitioner,  or  the  emetic  tarter  powders  recommended 
under  the  foregoing  article. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre  two  drachms. 

Compound  powder,  of  contrayerva. 

Calx  of  antimony,  of  each  one  drachm. 


Make 
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Make  it  into  fix  powders.  One  to  be  taken  every  three  (or 
two)  hours.  Or, 

Take  of  fait  of  wormwood. 

Pure  nitre,  of  each  a fcruple. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce. 

Nutmeg  water, 

Juice  of  lemons  of  each  two  drachms. 

A draught,  to  be  taken  every  third  hour.  Or, 

Take  of  Diuretic  fait  half  a drachm. 

Pure  nitre  fifteen  grains. 

Pure  water  an  ounce  and  half. 

Nutmeg  water  two  drachms, 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit  twenty-five  drops, 

A draught  to  be  repeated  every  three  hours.  Or, 

Take  of  Calx  of  antimony, 

Cordial  confedtion,  of  each  a fcruple. 

Cam  phi  re  ten  grains. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel  enough  to  make  it  a bolus,, 
to  be  fwallowed  every  eighth  or  fixth  hour. 

The  ufe  of  cardiacs  is  not  to  be  difpenfed  with  even  in 
diforders  arifing  from  a plethora  ; for  if  nature  is  not  kindly 

3 fupported, 
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fupported,  file  cannot  free  herfelf  from  fuch  diforders  ; add 
to  which,  the  languor  arifing  from  neceffary  evacuations,  is 
fometimes  fatal  for  want  of  proper  ftrengtheners  and  nutri- 
tious reftoratives. 


INTERMITTING  FEVER. 

t 

N Intermitting  Fever  (or  Ague)  is  one  that  returns 
~ after  the  patient  is  wholly  free  from  it  for  one,  two,  or 
more  days,  with  frefh  and  increafed  exacerbation. 

The  caufes.  A vifcidity  of  the  arterial  fluid,  occafioning 
a quicker  and  flronger  contraction  of  the  heart ; an  ob- 
flruCtion,  or  unequal  diftribution  of  the  vital  heat ; a pre- 
dominant acid  in  the  primae  vise ; fo  that  the  caufe  feems 
rather  to  originate  in  the  nervous  influence,  for  the  bark 
will  profligate  this  diforder,  and  the  fame  drug  is  equally 
efficacious  in  the  removal  of  hyfteric  paffions. 

The  diagnojlics.  An  ofcitancy,  fenfation  of  laffitude, 
rigour,  quaking,  palenefs  of  the  extremities,  difficult  refpira- 
tion,  anxiety  about  the  praecordia,  naufea,  vomiting. 


pam 


pain  in  the  back,  loins,  and  limbs,  the  pulfe  quick  and 
final!,  the  urine  thin  and  crude,  then  follow  heat,  flu  th- 
ings, rednefs,  ftrong  pulfe,  intenfe  third,  violent  pain  in 
the  head,  and  the  urine  red  as  in  a continual  fever;  after- 
wards the  patient  falls  into  a profufe  fweat,  the  fymptoms 
remit,  the  urine  grows  tiaick,  with  a fediment  like  brick- 
duft  ; fleep  and  debility  fucceed. 

The  prognojlics.  Sometimes  it  changes  its  type,  and  is 
converted  to  a dangerous  continual  fever,  but  this  is  pecu- 
liar to  plethoric  habits.  Sometimes  it  terminates  ( in 
cachectic  habits,  or  if  not  treated  fcientifically)  in  a dropfy, 
jaundice,  phthihs,  or  fchirrous  tumours  of  the  abdomen  ; 

t 

though  thefe  diforders  may  with  more  propriety  be  imputed 
to  bleeding , than  be  numbered  among  the  mitural  confe- 
quences  of  intermittents.  If  properly  managed,  it  is  to  be 
fubjugated  with  great  facility. 

The  cure.  If  plethoric,  which  is  very  rarely  the  cafe, 
bleed.  If  there  is  much  naufea,  furrinefs  of  the  tongue,  a 
bitter  tafte  in  the  mouth,  or  frequent  retchings,  give  a puke 
immediately,  d he  following  repeated  every  .morning,  will 
be  alone  fufncient  to  remove  any  intermittent. 


( >6  ) 

Take  of  blue  vitriol. 

Emetic  tartar,  of  each  eight  grains. 

Make  it  into  three  powders.  Let  one  be  taken  early  in 
the  morning,  failing,  in  a large  fpoon  about  half  full  of 
water  : let  the  patient  drain,  but  drink  nothing  with  it  till 
he.ejecls  fome  yellow  or  porraceous  matter  ; if  his  ficknefs 
doth  not  then  go  off  of  itfelf,  half  a glafs  of  brandy  fliould 

- ;o 

be  taken  ; if  that  fhould  come  up  immediately,  the  repetition 
of  it  will  fettle  his  ftomach,  and  he  may  then  go  about  his 
ufual  bufinefs. 

If  this  method  fliould  be  objected  to,  the  bark  may  be 

adminidered  as  follows,  with  certainty  of  fuccefs  : 

* 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark,  two  fcruples. 

Crude  fait  ammoniac,  five  grains. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  as  much  as  will  make  it  into  a 
bolus, 

To  be  taken  every  third  hour,  during  the  abfence  of  the 

paroxyfm,  wadiing  it  down  with  a glafs  of  port  wine,  or 

(which  is  a very  elegant  method  of  difpendng  it). 

Take  of  the  Bart,  one  ounce, 

Extradt  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 

Oil 
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Oil  of  faffafras,  one  drachm. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  as  much  as  will  make  it  into  an 


eledtuary 


The  fize  of  a walnut  to  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a da}', 
during  the  apyrexy. 

If  the  patient  fufifers  under  great  debility,  a chalybeate 


ought  to  be  joined  with  the  bark,  as, 


Take  of  Bark  an  ounce, 

Green  vitriol,  a drachm  and  half, 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  to  make  it  an  eledtuary. 

Dofe,  the  quantity  of  a nutmeg,  three  or  four  times  a day, 
in  the  time  of  intermiffion. 

Should  the  bark  be  importunately  objected  to,  either  of 
the  following  formulae  will  be  found  to  anfwer  expectation  : 
the  firft  is  moft  proper  for  them  whofe  hot  fits  are  the 


Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  drachms. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 

Strong  cinnamon  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Volatile  fpirit  of  fal  ammoniac,  half  an  ounce, 
Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce. 
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Of  this  mixture,  let  three  large  fpoonfuls  be  taken  every 
three  hours,  with  a draught  of  chamomile  tea.  Or, 

Take  of  Elecampane  root. 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  of  each  an  ounce, 

Galangal  root,  half  an  ounce. 

Burned  cotton,  two  drachms, 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  to  make  an  eledtuary* 

Dofe,  the  lize  of  a walnut,  thrice  a day. 

As  auxiliaries  to  expedite  the  cure,  a tea-fpoonful  of  one 
of  the  following  bottles  of  drops  may  be  given  with  either 
of  the  above  medicines,  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Lixivium  of  tartar,  fix  drachms. 

Spirit  of  fait  ammoniac,  two  drachms. 

Make  into  drops.  Or, 

Take  of  Bitter  tincture,  fix  drachms. 

Sour  elixir  of  vitriol,  two  drachms,  as  before.  Or, 
Tincture  of  inake-root,  an  ounce. 

N.  B.  The  flowers  of  fulphur  (in  coflive  habits)  given  in 
large  quantities,  as  a meat-fpoonful  two  or  three  times  a 
day,  will  remove  any  ague. 


PLEURISY. 
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PLEURISY. 

Pleurify  is  an  inflammation  of  the  membrane  that  lines 
the  ribs,  or  of  the  intercoflal  mufcles  ; the  firfl  is 
called  the  true , the  latter,  the  fpurious,  or  baftard  pleurify. 

It  attacks  all  parts  of  the  pleura,  and  fometimes  the  me* 
diaflinum.  It  rarely,  if  ever,  invades  children,  or  thole 
who  have  a predominant  acid  in  their  ftomachs.  If  owing 

* r 

to  another  difeafe,  it  is  called  fymptomatic  ; otherwife 
idiopathic. 

The  caufe  is  that  which  determines  matter  to  the  pleura  ; 
or  a metaftafis  of  matter  from  other  diforders,  or  that  of 
ulcerous  tumours,  abforbed  by  the  veins;  or  whatever  is  the 
caufe  of  an  inflammation  ; as,  expofing  the  naked  body  to 
the  cold  air  after  exercife  ; drinking  cold  water  when  hot, 
a blow,  a fall,  a contufon  ; neglect  of  ufual  exercife,  or 
cuflomary  evacuations  ; carrying  a weight  difproportionate 
to  the  ftrength  ; inflammatory  difpofition  of  the  blood  ; a 
plethora. 

D 2 The 
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The  diagnojiics.  An  acute  continual  fever,  a hard  prick- 
ing, ferrine  pulfe  ; a violent,  fixed  pungitive  pain  in  the 
fide,  greatly  exacerbated  in  infpiration  : on  holding  the 
breath,  or  in  expiration,  the  pain  is  milder;  a cough  almoft 
inceffant ; a dry  furred  tongue  ; the  refpiration  finall,  fre- 
quent, and  operofe  ; great  anxiety  about  the  praecordia  ; 

perpetual  moaning,  reftleffnefs,  agrypnia. 

The  prognojlics.  If  an  haemoptoe  fupervenes  within  three 
days,  it  is  a fign  that  the  difeafe  will  not  be  of  long  conti- 
nuance ; if  later,  it  will  be  the  more  tedious  ; if  a fpitting 
doth  not  come  on  within  fourteen  days,  the  confequence 
will  be  an  empyema  and  tabes.  If  it  appears  mild  on  the 
fifth  day,  and  is  aggravated  on  the  feventh,  it  generally 
proves  mortal.  The  fifth  day  is  often  the  laft.  If  the 
expuition  be  of  a dark  brown  colour,  tough  and  excreted 
with  difficulty,  this,  for  obvious  reafons,  is  a deadly  fymp- 
tom.  The  prognofis  depends  much  on  the- refpiration  ; if 
that  is  very  anhelus,  and  the  patient  be  really  peripneu- 
monic,  though  he  feems  hearty,  fpeaks  ftrong,  and  is  in  his 
perfecl  fenfes,  yet  in  a few  hours  the  fiiears  of  Atropos  will 
perform  their  office.  If  a whitifh  vifcous  buff  fhould  appear 


on 


( St  ) 

on  the  furface  of  the  drawn  blood,  or  if  it  be  a relapfe,  the 
cafe  is  dangerous. 

If  a white  light  fpitting  is  thrown  off,  and  the  fever  is  not 
very  high,  the  heat  equally  diftributed  throughout  the 
whole  body,  the  thirft  not  very  intenfe,  the  expuition  per- 
formed with  facility,  the  fpirits  not  funk,  the  dozes  eafy, 
and  finifh  without  ftarting  ; thefe  are  all  good  figns,  and 
where  they  appear,  the  cure  is  not  difficult. 

The  cure.  Begin  with  venae-fedlion  from  a large  orifice, 
to  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion,  but  not  after  the  difap- 
pearance  of  the  white  cruft.  Give  plentifully,  and  as  often 
as  poftible,  of  diluting  liquids,  blood  warm,  particularly 
Rhenifh-wine  whey,  or  any  of  thofe  recommended  under  the 
article,  Fevers  in  general. 

•f  * 

The  emetic  tartar  powders,  under  the  article  Fevers  in 
general,  are  not  to  be  omitted.  In  the  interim,  viz.  two 
hours  after  each  powder,  i.  e.  every  four  hours,  let  one  of 
the  following  draughts  be  given, 

Take  of  Sperma  ceti  (diffolved  in  a little  of  the  yoke  of  an  egg) 

half  a drachm. 

Pure  nitre,  a fcruple. 
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Pure  water*  an  ounce, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  two  drachms. 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  thirty  drops.  Or, 

Take  of  diuretic  fait,  half  a drachm, 

Pure  nitre,  a fcruple. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Syrup  of  marfh-mallows,  two  drachms. 

\ 

If  the  form  of  a bolus  is  more  agreeable. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre, 

Olibanum,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Camphire,  ten  grains, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  ten  drops. 

Oil  of  juniper,  five  drops. 

Syrup  of  marfh-mallows,  enough  to  make  them  into 
a bolus.  Or, 

. Take  of  Pure  nitre, 

Rattle-fnake  root,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Mithridate,  enough  to  make  a bolus. 

To  facilitate  expuition,  and  appeafe  the  cough,  let  one 
of  the  fubfequent  auxiliaries  be  ufed,  viz.  Twenty  drops  of 

balfam 
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balfam  of  copiaba  on  fugar,  twice  or  thrice  a day;  which  has 
no  heating  quality,  as  fome  fuppofe,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
lowers  the  pulfe  : I have  feen  admirable  efferis  from  it. 
Or,  a tea-fpoonful  of  fpirits  of  hartfhorn  per  fe,  which  is  an 
excellent  attenuant.  Or,  a tea-fpoonful  of  dulcified  fpirit 
of  nitre  ; either  of  thefe  to  be  ufed  two  or  three  times  a day. 
This  linrius  may  be  allowed  at  pleafure,  to  abate  the  viol- 
ence of  the  cough. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  half  an  ounce* 

Juice  of  Seville  oranges. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  meconium,  two  ounces. 

Make  it  a limfius.. 

As  topical  applications  are  extremely  neceffary  to  remove 
the  pain,  and  difcufs  the  infpiffated  fluids,  the  reader  is  here 
prefented  with  various  forms  which  have  proved  efficacious,’ 
though  perhaps  a veficatory  on  the  part  pained,  is  as 
eligible  as  any  of  them. 

Take  of  Volatile  fpirit  of  fait  ammoniac. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 


Make 


( 24  ) 

, c r * < . * 

Make  it  a liniment,  with  which  the  affe<fled  fide  fhould  be 

» v 

often  bathed.  Or5 

Take  of  Linfeed  oil,  an  ounce, 

Camphire,  half  an  ounce* 

Oil  of  annifeed,  a drachm, 

Make  it  a liniment.  Or  apply  the  fimple  plaifter,  or  the 
cummin  cataplafm.  Or5 

Take  of  Foenugreek, 

Cummin  feeds*  of  each  an  ounce  and  half* 

Linfeed  meal,  an  ounce. 

Honey,  two  ounces. 

Oil  of  olives,  enough  to  make  it  a poultice*  Or, 

Take  of  ointment  of  marfh-mallows, 

N 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 

> 

Let  it  be  made  a liniment,  laying  on  a flannel  after  ufing  it. 
Or  cupping,  with  fcarification. 


Q,U  I N S E Y. 
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QUINS  Y. 

Ai  Quinfy,  or  Angina,  is  an  inflammatory  fever,  owing  to 
a deduction  upon,  or  fome  injury  done  to  the  thorax, 
fauces,  or  lungs,  which  occafions  a difficulty  of  deglutition 
and  refpiration. 

It  fome  times  appears  without  any  fign  of  a tumour,  exter- 
nal or  internal,  and  is  then  owing  to  fpafmodic  conftridlion, 
and  requires  the  fame  treatment  with  the  fuffocating  catarrh. 
That  which  is  the  object  of  prefent  confideration  is,  when 
there  is  a real  tumor  in  fome  part  of  the  organs  of  the 
fauces,  tonflls,  or  circumjacent  mufcles. 

It  is  ufually  divided  into  four  fpecies,  viz.  Cynanche, 
when  the  internal  mufcles  of  the  larynx  are  a deified  without 
an  apparent  tumor ; Paracynanche,  when  the  external  muf- 
cles of  the  larynx  are  affeifled  without  an  apparent  tumor  ; 
Synanche,  when  there  is  an  internal  tumor  impeding  refpi- 
ration ; Parafynanche,  when  the  external  mufcles  of  the 
fauces  are  inflamed,  with  a tumor;  there  are  alfo  other  fpc- 
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cies  of  it,  fuch  as  the  watery,  fchirrous,  fuppuratory,  gan- 
grenous and  convulfive,  as  well  as  inflammatory  Angina. 

The  cauje.  Stagnation  of  a vitiated  fluid  in  the  veffels, 
from  whence  arifes  a compreffion  of  the  mufcles,  as  muft 
be  the  cafe  in  all  inflammations.  The  obftrucftion  of  infen- 
fible  perfpiration  may  occafion  this. 

The  cliagnojlics.  Difficulty  of  fwallowing,  laborious  re- 
fpiration,  rigidity  of  the  neck,  pricking  pains  about  the 
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cheeks,  danger  of  fuffocation,  a violent  fever,  fometimes 
with  and  fometimes  without  a tumor. 

The prognojlics.  If  no  fwelling  appears,  it  is  dangerous. 
If  the  tumor  is  large  and  refpiration  very  operofe,  prefent 
help  muft  be  afforded  ; for  if  the  patient  is  not  foon  re- 
lieved, fuffocation  will  enfue. 

The  cure . The  regimen  muft  be  the  fame  as  in  ardent 
or  other  inflammatory  fevers  ; for  we  treat  not  under  this 
head  of  the  pituitous  Angina.  Let  blood  be  drawn  from 
the  arm,  the  jugular,  or  the  fublinguals,  according  to  the 
flrength  of  the  patient.  The  part  affefted  may  be  touched 
with  the  honey  of  rofes,  rendered  acid  with  ftrong  fpirit  of 
vitriol.  A lump  of  fugar  foaked  in  camphorated  fpirits  of 
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wine  may  be  differed  to  diffolve  fiowly  in  the  mouth.  Ufc 
appropriate  gargarifms,  liinfius  ; warm  cataplafms,  for 
warmth  mollifies  and  difcuffes  ; veficatorics,  clyfters,  le- 
nient catharitics,  and  if  nothing  elfe  will  avail,  broncho- 
tomy,  which  may  be  performed  with  the  utmoft  fafety  ; 
were  it  otherwife,  fuch  cafes  as  thefe  would  warrant  the 
moll  hazardous  enterprize  that  could  afford  the  lead  gleam 
of  hope. 

I fhall  now  offer  fome  medicines  to  the  choice  of  the 
praflitioner,  the  ufe  of  which  has  been  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs.  Seven  drops  of  oil  of  amber  on  a lump  of  fugar  to  be 
kept  in  the  mouth  without  moving  till  diffolved  : this  has 

often  produced  an  amazing  effecfi. 

Take  of  Long  pepper  an  ounce, 

Winters’s  bark. 

Cloves,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Boil  in  a pint  of  new  milk,  and  let  the  vapour  be  re- 
ceived into  the  mouth  through  an  inverted  funnel. 

Take  of  Barley  water  half  a pint, 

Rofe  water,  an  ounce. 

Honey  of  rofes,  two  ounces. 

Pure  nitre,  half  an  ounce, 
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For  a gargle  to  be  held  in  the  mouth  till  it  grows  warm,  and 

♦ 

then  to  be  fpit  out  ; to  be  ufed  every  three  hours. 

t 1 

Take  of  Ample  plaifter,  enough  to  be  fpread  on  a piece  of 
foft  leather,  that  may  reach  from  ear  to  ear. 

Take  of  Pure  water  four  ounces* 

Honey,  two  ounces. 

Spirits  of  wine,  camphorated,  half  an  ounce. 

Spirit  of  fcurvy  grafs,  two  drachms. 

Spirit  of  fait  armoniac,  a drachm  and  half, 

For  a gargle  to  be  ufed  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  Florentine  iris  root,  an  ounce* 

Flowers  of  fulphur, 

/ 

Long  pepper,  of  each  a drachm  and  half. 

Oil  of  wormwood,  a drachm, 

Rectified  fpirit,  enough  to  make  a cataplafm,  to  be 
applied  warm. 

The  following,  though  a flovenly,  is  an  ancient  and  truly 
ufeful  cataplafm. 

Take  of  Leaves  of  marfn -mallows. 

Leaves  of  mallows,  of  each  four  handfuls. 

Poppy  heads,  one  handful,  boil  in  fufficient  new  milk, 
for  half  an  hour. 
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Then  add  two  fwallows  nehs,  make  a poultice,  with  which 
let  the  whole  neck  be  wrapped  round. 

Give  the  emetic  tartar  powders.  See  fevers  in  general.  Or, 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood, 

Pure  nitre,  of  each  a fcruple. 

Cochineal,  five  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  twenty-five  drops, 

A draught  to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  Diuretic  fait, 

"V 

Pure  nitre,  of  each  a fcruple. 

Volatile  fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  feven  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Nutmeg  water,  two  drachms. 

Sugar,  as  much  as  will  make  it  palatable,  for  a draught, 

to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 

% 

Twenty  or  thirty  drops  of  either  of  the  fubfequent,  may 

be  ufed  as  auxiliaries,  three  or  four  times  a day  : 

Sweet  fpirit  of  vitriol. 

Sweet  fpirit  of  nitre, 

Spirit  of  hartfhorn  per  fe. 
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P/ERIPNEUMONY. 

A.  True  Peripneumony  is  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs ; 
the  parts  affe&ed  are  the  bronchial  or  pulmonic  arte- 
ries, or  the  lateral  lymphatics  ; the  blood  being  either  ob- 

4 

ftru6led  in  the  former,  or  propelled  into  the  latter. 

The  caufe.  Any  thing  that  is  the  caufe  of  an  inflam- 
mation, which  has  been  already  affigned  under  the  articles 
Fevers  in  general  and  Pleurify. 

The  diagnqflics.  A frnall,  fometimes  foft,  always  unequal, 
undulatory  and  frequently  dicrotic  pulfe  ; fwelling  of  the 
eyes  and  cheeks  ; a little,  frequent,  and  fomewhat  tufficu- 
lous  refpiration ; rednefs  of  the  face,  delirium. 

The  prognojlics . It  terminates  like  all  other  inflamma- 
tions, in  health,  another  difeafe,  or  death. 

In  health,  if  a plentiful  yellow  fpitting  comes  on  ; or  even 
if  the  cxpuition  be  fanguinous  -;  if  the  refpiration  begins 
to  be  performed  with  greater  facility. 


In 
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In  another  dijeaje  (as  a vomica  or  abfcefs)  if  the  inflamma- 
tory matter  cannot  be  refolved  within  fourteen  days,  as 
may  be  known  by  the  ceflation  of  pain,  while  the  dyfpnoea 
remains,  the  cheeks  and  lips  reddening,  with  a foft,  weak, 
and  undulatory  pulfe. 

In  death , if  both  lobes  of  the  lungs  are  affected  at  the 
fame  time;  if  a coma  fomnolentum  fupervenes,  a pro- 
flration  of  the  vis  vitae,  with  grievous  depreflion  of  the 
fpirits  ; frequent  fhedding  of  tears,  complaint  of  heat  in 
the  throat,  coldnefs  of  the  extremities,  unabating  delirium. 

The  care  is  various,  according  to  the  different  ftate  of  the 
difeafe  and  fymptoms.  Reft  of  body,  and  a little  diflipa- 
tion  of  mind,  are  highly  requifite  ; as  alfo  are  baths, 
vapours,  clyftei'S,  mild  cathartics  ; medicines,  fuch  as  in 
pleurify,  with  which,  in  every  refpecfl,  the  treatment  fhould 
be  nearly  limilar,  phlebotomy  excepted,  which  muff  be  ufed 
fparingly,  and  with  the  utmoft  caution.  Boil  elder  flowers, 
mallow  leaves,  and  flax-feed,  in  milk,  and  let  the  vapour  be 
received  into  the  fauces  by  means  of  a funnel. 

When  the  matter  is  refolved  and  abforbed  by  the  refluent 
blood,  great  care  mult  be  exhibited,  that  it  doth  not  fettle 
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on  feme  noble  part  ; for  which  purpofe  give  attenuants, 
refolvents,  demulcents,  diluents,  abforbents,  diaphoretics, 
diuretics,  or  cathartics,  purfuing  that  method  of  expulfion 

% f . / f 

which  is  pointed  out  by  nature.  I fhall  now,  according  to 
cudom,  propofe  feme  remedies,  the  efficacy  of  which  has 
been  often  experienced. 

For  common  drink,  let  the  pedferal  decoclion  be  given, 
or  the  next, 

Take  of  Barley  water  a pint. 

Simple  oxymel,  two  ounces. 

Pure  nitre,  half  a drachm. 

The  bread  fhould  be  often  bathed  with  the  following 
embrocation,  three  or  four  times  a day  at  lead;  I have  feen 
marvellous  advantage  from  it  : 

Take  of  Thebiac  tindture. 

Vinegar,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Make  a fetus,  to  be  ufed  cold. 
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Take  of  balfam  of  copaiba,  an  ounce. 

Let  ten  drops  be  taken  on  fugar,  three  or  four  times  a day ; 
whatever  elfe  is  given,  this  is  not  to  be  difpenfed  with.  A 
lindus  may  be  ufed  at  pleafure,  as 

Take  of  Conferve  of  hips,  half  an  ounce, 

Oil  of  fweet  almonds,  an  ounce, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  two  ounces. 

Take  of  Sperma  ceti  (dilfolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg)  a fcruple. 
Pure  nitre,  ten  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  a drachm,  , v 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  twenty-five  drops* 

Make  a draught,  to  be  taken  every  two  hours.  Or, 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  contrayerva,  a fcruple, 

Bezoar  mineral,  ten  grains. 

Snake-root,  feven  grains, 

Camphire,  four  grains,  * 

Oil  of  anifeed,  three  drops, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  a bolus, 
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To  be  repeated  every  fourth  hour,  waffling  it  down  with 
three  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture  : 

Take  of  Diuretic  fait,  a drachm  and  half. 

Pure  nitre,  a drachm. 

Leaves  of  fcordium,  half  a drachm. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 

Nutmeg  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  two  drachms.  Or, 

Take  of  Diuretic  fait,  half  a drachm. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains, 

Cochineal,  five  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  a drachm, 

* 

Make  a draught,  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour. 
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P H R E N I T I S. 


Phrenitis  is  an  inflammatory  fever,  attended  with  a 
con  Ida  nt  and  fierce  delirium. 

The  caufe.  An  inflammation  of  the  brain,  or  its  meninges, 
or  of  the  feptum  tranfverfum.  If  it  arifes  from  a primary 
affection  of  the  brain,  it  is  called  idiopathic  ; if  the  brain  is 
fecondarily  affe<51ed,  fymptomatic. 

The  diagnojlics.  The  abfurd  behaviour  of  the  patient  ; 
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incoherent,  wild,  or  unmeaning  difcourfe  ; rednefs,  rolling, 
and  glaring  of  the  eyes  ; throbbing,  and  an  undulatory 
motion  of  the  temporal  artery,  coma  vigil,  with  an  acute 
continual  fever. 

The  prognojlics.  The  true  phrenitis  is  generally  mortal 
on  the  third,  fourth,  or  feventh  day  at  farthefl.  If  it  doth 
not  exacerbate  on  thofe  days,  it  will  terminate  in  a lethargy, 
or  incurable  mania.  In  old  men,  or  originating  from  an 
inflammation  of  the  ilium,  or  lungs,  it  is  mortal.  White 
ftools,  or  white  urine,  are  the  harbingers  of  death.  /Eru- 
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ginous  vomiting,  {pitting  at  the  bye-flanders,  gnafhing  or 
grinding  of  the  teeth,  or  (hatching  at  the  bed-clothes,  are 
the  fore-runners  of  a dilfolution.  If  accompanied  with 
laughter,  if  a gentle  deep  fupervenes,  or  the  delirium  abates 
at  times,  a recovery  may  be  expelled. 

The  cure.  It  is  to  be  taken  from  an  inflammation,  in 
general.  Open  the  jugular  vein,  or  (which  is  preferable) 

the  temporal  artery.  Give  antiphlogiftic  eccoproticks,  as 
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tamarinds,  falls,  8c c.  diluting  nitrous  draughts,  clyfters  two 
or  three  times  a day ; apply  emollient  fomentations  to  the 
anus  ; if  it  fwells,  wafli  with  rectified  fpirits  of  wine.  A 
fotus  Ihould  be  frequently  ufed  to  bathe  the  whole  head 
with,  as, 

% 

Take  of  Spirits  of  wine  camphorated. 

Compound  fpirits  of  lavender. 

Vinegar,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Bathe  the  feet  and  legs  frequently  with  the  fotus  com- 
munis warm.  After  proper  evacuations,  apply  veficatories 

t 

to  the  feet,  which  have  often  exceeded  my  expectation. 
Opiates, 
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Take  of  Tamarinds,  two  ounces,  boil  in  a pint  and  half  of  water, 

ftrain,  and  then  add, 

Currant-rob, 

Glauber’s  fait, 

Juice  of  lemons,  of  each  two  ounces. 

Of  this  mixture  let  a tea-cupful  be  taken  every  hour  till  a 
purging  fupervenes. 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartfliorn,  a fcruple, 

Sperma  ceti  (diffolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg)  fifteen  grains* 
Volatile  fait  of  amber,  ten  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Let  the  draught  be  repeated  according  to  the  urgency  of 
fymptoms.  Or, 

Take  of  Pure  nitre,  half  a drachm, 

Camphire,  ten  grains. 

Thebaic  extract,  three  grains. 

Cordial  confedtion,  enough  to  make  it  a bolus.  Or? 

Take  of  The  julep  of  camphire. 

The  julep  of  mufk,  of  each  four  ounces. 

Spirit  of  hartfliorn  per  fe,  an  ounce, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce, 
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Let  it  be  made  a draught. 

Take  of  Muftard-feed,  bruifed, 

* 

Horfe-radifh  root,  fcraped,  of  each  an  ounce, 

Vinegar,  enough  to  make  it  a cataplafm, 

To  be  applied  to  the  foies  of  the  feet. 

Take  of  Camphire,  a fcruple, 

./Ether,  half  an  ounce, 

Let  it  be  put  into  a fpoon,  and  fwallowed  as  quick  as 
poflible. 


PARA-PHRENITIS. 

Para-phrenitis  is  an  inflammation  of  the  diaphragm. 

This  difeafe  is  fometimes  miftaken  for  another,  which 
is  nothing  furpriflng,  for  it  requires  no  fmall  degree  of 
fagacity  and  medical  acumen,  to  difcriminate  an  affeclion  of 
the  llomach,  kidneys,  colon,  liver,  or  pancreas,  from  that 
of  the  midriff. 

The  cauje  is  the  fame  as  that  of  other  inflammations. 
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The  diagnojlics . An  acute  continual  fever,  attended  with 
an  inflammatory  pain,  which  is  greatly  exacerbated  by  every 
infpiration,  or  coughing,  or  fneezing,  or  evacuation  of  the 

excrements  or  urine  ; a fenfation  of  repletion  in  the 

< 

jflomach,  naufea  ; deep,  quick,  fmall,  fuftocative,  and  pain- 
ful refpiration  ; perpetual,  but  not  violent  delirium,  frequent 
laughter,  rifus  fardonicus,  great  anxiety  of  the  praecordia, 

difficult  deglutition  of  folids,  convulfions,  hiccoughs. 

The  prognoflics.  This  diforder  is  always  extremely  dan- 
gerous. If  the  diaphragm  fuppurates,  the  pus  either  falls 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  or  breaking  upwards,  pro- 
duces an  emypma.  In  all  other  refpedls  the  prognoflics 
are  the  fame  as  in  the  pleurify. 

The  cure.  Clyffers  may  be  adminiftered  every  hour,  even 
if  the  bowels  become  paralytic  ; for  they  will  eafily  and 

X 

foon  recover  their  natural  tone  without  medical  afliftance. 
When  pus  is  colle6led  and  matured,  it  muff  be  evacuated. 
Endeavour  to  abate  the  inflammation  by  bleeding,  and  an 
antiphlogiftic  regimen,  proceeding  exadlly  in  the  fame  me- 
thod as  you  would  treat  a pleurify,  which  fee. 
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mad  n-  ess. 

■\  /f  ADNE  S S is  a total  privation  of  the  due  exercife  of 
^ reafon,  from  fome  fortuitous  injury  to  the  organs  of 
cogitation . 

The  caafe.  A preternatural  accumulation  of  the  vital 
heat,  or  nervous  influence  in  the  brain,  with  fome  impedi- 
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ment  to  its  ufual  courfe  from  thence  along  its  nervine  con- 
ductors. It  is  juflly  called  by  Galen , intemperies  ignea 
cerebri.  Its  principal  feat  feems  to  be  in  the  cortical,  while 
the  ufual  determination  of  it  to  the  medullary  part  of  the 
brain  is  prevented  ; confequently  the  cerebellum  not  equally 
participating  of  this  enlarged  quantity  of  heat,  the  exit  of 
more  than  the  cuftomary  quantity  by  the  par  vagum  to  the 
heart  is  precluded  ; for  this  diforder  is  fometimes  attended 
with  little  or  no  fever. 

The  diagnojlics . A languid  rednefs  of  the  face,  wildnefs 
and  rolling  of  the  eyes,  ghaftly  flaring,  mifchievoufnefs, 
abfurd  difcourfe,  a plethora. 
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The  prognojlics.  If  attended  with  laughter  and  raving,  it 
is  eafier  to  be  removed  than  if  accompanied  with  fober, 
heady,  fludious  fixednefs  of  the  thoughts  on  a particular 
object.  There  are  few  cafes,  even  if  hereditary,  which  will 
not  yield  to  a proper  method  of  cure. 

• The  cure.  Elicit  the  vital  heat  from  the  cerebrum,  and 
empty  thofe  veffels  which,  perhaps,  by  their  turgidnefs, 
occafion  that  preffure  which  prevents  the  ufual  influx  by 
the  par  vagum.  Open  a vein  ; if  a fever  fupervenes,  it  is 
a good  fign,  as  I have  often  obferved  ; this  operation  fhould 

be  frequently  repeated,  for  no  perfons  can  bear  the  lofs  of 

* 

blood  better  than  maniacs,  nor  is  there  any  cafe  in  which  it 
is  fo  neceffary  to  draw  it  off,  and  fo  many  times.  After 
due  evacuations,  apply  veficatories,  particularly  to  the  head. 

Draft!  c cathartics  fhould  be  given,  and  emetics  can  fcarce 

/ 

be  exhibited  too  often.  Hence  note,  that  diforders  of  the 
head  by  no  means  contra-indicate  the  ufe  of  vomits. 

In  the  declination  ol  this  diflemper,  the  greatefl  care  and 
attention  muff  be  paid  to  all  the  non-naturals,  to  preclude  a 
relapfe,  which  is  not  uncommon  where  thefe  are  neglected. 
The  cold  bath  is  then  peculiarly  ferviceable,  as  is  alfo  the 
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plentiful  ufe  of  broth,  which  lad  is  not  improper,  either  in 
the  beginning , increaje , or  Jlate  of  this  diftemper. 

Take  of  emetic  tartar,  feven  grains.  Let  this  powder  be 
repeated  every  hour  ’till  it  vomits.  I have  known  fix  of 
them  taken  without  any  fenfible  effedl.  Five  grains  at  leaf! 

fhould  be  given  every  day,  and  the  ufe  of  the  following 

* 

draught  continued  for  a confiderable  while. 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  fcruples. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Make  a draught,  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day.  If  the 
emetic  tartar  will  not  keep  the  body  open,  which  is  fome- 
times  the  cafe,  purging  is  neceffary,  and  the  fubfequent 
draught  will  anfwer,  which  may  be  repeated  as  there  is 
occafion. 

Take  of  Ticlure  of  black  hellebore,  an  ounce, 

Tindture  of  jalap,  fix  drachms, 

Tindture  of  caftor,  two  drachms. 

I would  prefer  the  flowers  of  antimony  to  the  emetic 
tartar,  but  it  is  too  feldom  kept  in  the , fliops  ; the  dofe  is 

1 the 
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the  fame.  In  a (late  of  convalefcence,  let  two  or  three  of 
thefe  pills  be  taken  night  and  morning, 

Take  of  Refufcitated  antimony,  three  drachms, 

Cathartic  extraft,  two  drachms, 

Elixir  of  aloes,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to  make  them  into 
lixty  pills. 


Practical  Obflervations  on  Inflammatory  Cafles. 

TT  hath  been  obferved  by  fome  ingenious  phyficians,  that 
inflammatory  diforders  are  by  no  means  fo  common  to 
be  met  with  as  they  ufed  to  be  : to  aflign  the  preventive 
reafons  would  be  no  eafy  matter,  for  mankind  do  not  feem 
to  be  much  more  fparing  in  the  indulgence  of  their  appe- 
tites, more  averfe  from  wine,  or  more  difcreet  in  their  regi- 
men, than  their  forefathers  were.  May  it  not  with  greater 
propriety  be  attributed  to  the  increafed  accuracy  and 
precifion  wherewith  prathi  doners  difcriminate  difeafes,  who 
are  not  fo  apt  as  they  were  formerly  to  impute  every  pain 
or  flufhing  heat  to  an  inflammation.  The  rapid  improve- 
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ments  made  in  the  medical  art  within  thefe  few  years,  have 
occafioned  even  the  abolition  of  feveral  difeafes,  whofe 
imaginary  exiftence  exceedingly  puzzled  our  anceftors. 

Another  obfervation,  which  is  equally  juft  and  melan- 
choly is,  that  when  inflammatory  diforders  appear,  they 
have  generally  a fatal  termination.  Is  it  not  poflible  that 
this  may,  in  fome  meafure,  be  owing  to  a too  hafty,  and 
frequent  repetition  of  venae- fedtion  ? Nature  will  exert  amaz- 
ing efforts  to  relieve  herfelf,  when  the  vis  vitae  is  not  much 
impaired  ; and  I cannot  help  exprefling  my  apprehenftons, 
that  in  thefe  cafes,  in  which  bleeding  is  abfolutely  neceflary, 
it  may  yet  be  purfued  fo  far  as  to  incapacitate  nature  for 
carrying  on  the  animal  functions.  For  thefe  ten  years  paft 
I have  not  loft  one  patient  by  an  inflammatory  fever,  yet 
never  ordered  blood  to  be  drawn  more  than  once  in  any 
cafe,  maniacal  ones  excepted. 

As  there  are  feveral  other  inflammatory  diforders,  which 
have  not  been  noticed  in  the  preceding  pages,  it  may  not 
be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  a fimilar,  if  not  the  fame  treat- 
ment, is  equally  proper  for  them  all.  Some  indeed,  as  has 
been  inftanced  in  the  peripneumony,  require  a more  fparing 
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ufe  of  phlebotomy  than  others.  It  is  to  be  feared  that,  to 
a too  liberal  ufe  of  the  lancet,  that  mortification  may  be 
afcribed,  which  fo  often  fupervenes  an  inflammation,  as  that 
of  the  ilium,  eafy  difcovered  by  the  hafly  evanefcence  of 
the  pain.  When  there  is  no  inflammation,  or  inflammatory 
difpofltion  of  the  blood,  nothing  can  exculpate  the  practi- 
tioner for  drawing  blood  ; this  would  be  a wanton  wafte  of 
the  moil  ufe ful  and  important  of  all  fluids,  and  the  raoft 
neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  animal  life  : but  even  in  thefe 
cafes  the  utmoft  caution  is  requifite,  left  a putrid  diforder 
fhould  be  manufactured  from  an  inflammatory  one.  It  is 
not  an  uncommon  (though  often  an  irretrievable  error)  to 
miftake  an  obftruCtion,  or  acrimony,  or  ferous  tumour,  for 
an  inflammation,  which,  if  real,  is — when  the  red  particles  of 
the  blood  are  forced  into  the  lymphatics , and  cannot  poflibly 
exift  without  its  pathognomonic  fymptoms,  viz.  violent  and 

univerfal  heat,  parching  thirft  and  reftleflhefs,  as  well  as 

✓ 

pain  in  the  inflamed  part.  Inflammatory  diforders  are  far 
from  being  common,  and  many  difeafes  are  too  often 
groundiefsly  afcribed  to  this  caufe  : that  the  too  precipitate 
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ufe  of  the  lancet  has  produced  dreadful  confequences,  I 
have,  in  numbers  of  inftances , been  a forrowful  and  unavailing 
witncfs  to.  How  many  are  hurried  off  the  ftage,  by  being 
bled  for  a pain  in  the  fide,  owing  to  an  incipient  ulcer  in 
the  lungs  ! There  are  various  forts  of  fevers,  which  mimic 
thofe  of  the  ardent  kind,  in  which  venae-feclion  muft  be 
abftained  from.  I was  in  a country  one  autumn  where  one 
of  thefe  anomalous  fevers  raged,  it  fpread  only  through  a 
circle  of  fix  or  feven  miles  diameter  ; it  refembled,  in  every 
refpe<5t,  an  ardent  fever,  the  pulfe  only  excepted,  which  was 
neither  hard  nor  full : every  one  who  was  bled  died,  and 
every  one  who  was  not  bled  recovered  ; it  never  fhifted 
its  type,  though  it  commonly  continued  feventeen  days. 
Thofe  who  took  the  emetic  tartar  feemed  to  be  foon  freed 
from  all  febrile  fymptoms,  yet  remained  weak,  uneafy,  and 
greatly  out  of  order,  without  being  able  to  tell  their  com- 
plaints, as  long  as  the  reft.  The  a ntiphlo gillie  method  was 
purfued  with  them  all,  nitre,  diuretic  fait,  and  fuch  like, 
were  the  medicines  adminiftered,  and  with  fuccefs  ; yet 
phlebotomy  once  ufed  always  proved  fatal. 
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The  peremptory  axiom  of  the  famous  Dr.  Mead,  viz.  in 
omni  febre  phlebotomia  prius  eh  inftituenda  is  certainly  not 
true,  or  warranted  by  experience. 

In  plethoric  habits,  or  in  real  inflammations,  from  what 
has  been  obferved,  the  reader  may  eafily  perceive  what 
method  is  requifite  for  the  treatment  of  any  inflammatory 
cafe,  in  whatever  part  the  inflammation  may  be  fituated. 

When  the  pain  is  very  intenfe,  opiates  may  be  fafely  and 
happily  adminiftered  ; of  this  I have  given  few  inflances  in 
the  foregoing  fheets,  that  no  countenance  might  be  given 
to  the  indiscriminate  ufe  of  a medicine,  where  a perfect 
knowledge  of  the  cafe,  and  the  difcreet  direction  of  a (kilful 
hand,  are  abfolutely  neceflary. 

In  painful  fpafmodic  conftricflions  of  the  capillary  veffels, 
narcotics  are  undoubtedly  indicated  : of  all  the  various 
pretences  to  be  their  correctors,  I believe  none  fo  well 
defervcs  that  name  as  the  fait  of  wormwood. 
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ERUPTIVE  FEVERS. 


The  SMALL-POX. 

T HE  Small-pox  is  a fever  of  the  malignant  and  con- 
tagious kind,  attended  with  a general  eruption  of 
particular  pultules,  affedling  the  human  fpecies  only,  and 
each  individual  but  once.  The  variolous  pultules  in  time 
become  famous,  but  thofe  in  the  mealies  appear  red,  dry, 
and  branny,  without  fuppuration. 

The  caufe.  It  feems  to  be  connate  with  us,  and  to  latitate 
’till  fome  violent  exagitation  of  the  blood,  from  the  intro- 
duction of  a variolous  particle,  raifes  the  feminal  ferment, 
and  occalions  the  appearance  of  thofe  eruptions. 

The  diagnojlics . A frequent  and  flrong  puliation  of  the 
brachial  and  temporal  arteries;  rednefs  of  the  eyes,  pricking 
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pains  in  the  fkin,  fevere  pain  in  the  head,  back,  and  loins  ; 
a febrile  heat,  greatly  increafed  in  three  or  four  days,  with 
third,  vomiting,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  difficult  refpira- 
tion,  tremblings,  rigor,  delirium,  convulfions,  refllefTnefs, 
hoarfenefs,  fixednefs  of  the  eyes,  a ptyalifm,  purple  fpots  ; 
bladders  full  of  clear  water,  commonly  called  the  white 
hives  ; the  puftules  ufually  appear  on  the  third  and  fourth 
day,  and  arrive  at  their  Jiate  on  the  ninth  or  eleventh,  in 
the  didind  fort ; in  the  confluent,  they  break  forth  on  the 
fifth  day,  and  continue  till  the  fifteenth  or  twenty-firfl. 

The prognojlics.  When  the  puflules  come  out  fuddenly, 
firft  red,  then  white  ; broad,  round,  few,  didind,  plump, 
and  fharp  at  the  top,  there  is  little  danger.  If  preceded  by 
convulfions  in  children,  it  is  a good  fign.  If  they:  come 
out  irregularly,  or  immediately  difappear,  are  exceeding 
fmall,  confluent,  or  fhew  black  fpots,  or  a dint  in  the 
middle ; if  attended  with  a diarrhoea  (in  adults)  difficult 
refpiration,  dry  hufky  cough,  bloody  flools,  or  urine, 
continuing  delirium,  colliquative  evacuations  ; thefe  are  all 
very  bad  fymptoms,  and  rnofl  of  them  deadly.  Adults  fuffier 
mod.  Gravid  women  generally  mifcarry.  ' 
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The  cun.  Phlebotomy  can  rarely  be  ufed  to  advantage 
in  any  diforder  attended  with  cutaneous  eruptions ; how- 
ever, if  a lean  plethoric  body  fliould  be  invaded,  and  the 
pulfe  hard,  venae-fetftion  becomes  neceffary.  The  body 
fliould  be  kept  foluble,  the  vis  vitae  fupported  ; let  the  pa- 
tient have  a conftant  acceflion  of  frefli  air  in  his  chamber,  a 
clean  ftiirt  every  other  day  at  fartheft  ; which  may  in  the 
worft  cafes  be  allowed  without  any  hazard:  for  common 
drink,  apples  boiled  in  water,  or  milk  and  water,  equal 

parts  ; or  wine  whey,  or  cyder  whey,  or  vinegar  whey,  or 
barley-water  acidulated  with  dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre,  or 
dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol ; or  the  perioral  decoftion  ; the 
more  he  drinks  the  better.  In  the  confluent  fort,  there 
arifes  a ptyalifm  in  adults  and  a diarrhoea  in  children, 
either  of  which  ought  to  be  encouraged. 

To  prevent  a fecondary  fever,  give  lenient  cathartics,  to 
be  repeated  as  the  ftrength  will  bear,  at  the  diftance  of  two, 
three,  or  four  days,  ’till  five  purges  have  been  given.  After 
the  thirteenth  day,  the  patient  may  drink  plentifully  of 
warm  fmall  beer.  If  the  expuition  is  vifcid  and  tough,  or 
molefts  by  its  excels  (as  it  will  fometiraes  even  excoriate  the 
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parts)  ufe  appropriate  gargarifms,  fy  ringings,  or  maflicato- 
ries.  The  diarrhoea  in  adults,  on  the  firfl  eruption  fhould 
be  reftrained  by  opiates.  To  preferve  the  face  from  dif- 
figuration,  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  eruptions,  or 
while  they  are  coming  out,  the  extremities  may  be  bathed 
with  warm  milk,  or  femi-cupia  of  the  fame  may  be  ufed. 
The  cooler  the  patient  is  kept,  the  fewer  will  the  puftules  be. 

Emetics  are  of  great  fervice  in  the  beginning.  Clyfters 
may  be  given  occafionally  : in  cafes  when  the  patient  is 
very  low,  on  the  approach  of  a crifis,  a good  effe<fl  may  be 
reafonably  expelled  from  veficatories.  A narcotic  may  be 
adminiftered  every  night  in  the  confluent  fort,  and  ought  to 
be,  if  the  patient  is  not  comatofe,  fuch  as, 

;•  T < „ ' ' ■ - • - ' 

Take  of  Pure  water,  an  ounce, 

Tindture  of  caftor,  twenty-five  drops. 

Thebaic  tindture,  fifteen  drops. 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit, 

v ■ . 

Compound  fpirits  of  lavender,  of  each  thirty  drops. 
Syrup  of  meconium,  half  an  ounce. 

Make  a paregoric  draught,  to  be  taken  every  night  if 
neceflary.  A linUus  is  a very  convenient  and  agreeable 
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form  to  convey  a medicine  that  may  increafe  the  ptyalifm, 
and  at  the  fame  time  prevents  its  being  troublefome.  The 
following  is  extremely  delirable,  and  may  be  taken  as  often 
as  is  required,  with  equal  pleafure  and  advantage  : 

Take  of  Conferve  of  hips,  half  an  ounce* 

Balfamic  fyrup. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Spirit  of  vitriol,  enough  to  render  it  a gratefully  acid  lindtus* 

If  after  recovery,  there  feems  to  be  a tendency  to  a 
phthilis,  removal  is  neceflfary  into  a warm  dry  air,  and  the 
regimen  fhould  be  purfued  that  is  recommended  under  that 
article.  To  prevent  pitting,  let  this  liniment  be  applied  to 
the  face  three  or  four  times  a day. 

Take  of  Camphire,  two  fcruples, 

Sperma  ceti,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  olives,  an  ounce, 

I7',l 

Make  a liniment. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceffary  to  obferve,  that  if  an  hcemoptoe 
Ihould  appear,  in  the  decline  of  the  difeafe,  the  ufe  of  the 
bark  is  indicated. 
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It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  in  a little  time  the  praftice  of 
inoculating  children  under  three  months  old,  will  become 
univerfal,  and  put  an  entire  end  to  the  ravages  of  this  loath- 
fome  and  dangerous  diforder. 

The  following  medicines  have  been  peculiarly  ferviceable 
in  fome  very  alarming  cafes  : • 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  a drachm  and  half. 

Pure  nitre,  half  a drachm. 

Pure  water,  fix  ounces, 

K • * * £ 

Strong  cinnamon  water* 

Juice  of  lemons,  of  each  an  ounce^ 

Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce  ^ 

Of  this  mixture  three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  every  fixth 
hour.  Or  either  of  the  fubfequent  boles  may  be  given  every 
lixth  hour  : 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  contrayerva, 

. x -»  , » 

iEthiops  mineral,  of  each  a fcruple*. 

Caftor,  ten  grains* 

Balfamic  fyrup,  enough  to  make  it  a bole> 
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Take  of  iEthiops  mineral,  a fcruple, 

Snake-root, 

Caftor,  of  each  ten  grains, 

Syrup  of  meconium,  enough  for  a bole. 

If  a draught  is  more  eligible,  one  of  thefe  draughts  may 
be  taken  every  fix  hours,  viz.  . 

Take  of  Diuretic  fait. 

Cordial  confedtion,  of  each  a fcruple^ 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Nutmeg  water,  two  drachms. 


For  a draught*  Or, 

Take  of  Calx  of  antimony,  a fcruple. 

Pure  nitre,  ten  grains. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  five  grains,, 
Cochineal,  four  grains, 

i 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Make  it  a draught.  Or9 

Take  of  Soluble  tartar,  a fcruple. 

Pure  water,  two  ounces, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  a drachm. 

For  a draught. 
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Slow,  Nervous,  and  Miliary  FEVERS. 

T^HE  Slow  Fever  is  fo  called  from  the  gentlenefs  of  its 
progrefs,  and  length  of  its  continuance. 

The  Nervous  Fever  receives  its  name  from  a fuppofed 
morbid  quality  in  the  nervous  influence,  or  a relaxed  hate 
of  the  nerves  themfelves,  which  is  juft  as  imaginary  as  the 
other.  To  fay  the  truth,  nervous  diforders  are  a mighty  handy 
and  convenient  expreffion  to  conceal  ignorance. 

The  Miliary  Fever  is  fo  termed,  from  the  refemblance  of 
its  eruptions  to  millet  feed. 

They  all  proceed  from  the  fame  caufes,  and  require  the 
fame  method  of  treatment. 

The  caufes.  A deficiency  and  unequal  diftribution  of  the 
vital  heat,  confequently,  a declenfion  of  the  powers  of  na- 
ture, a lentor,  vifeidity  in  the  fluids  ; a relaxed  ftate  of  the 
arterial  fyftem,  or  fpafmodic  conftri&ions  of  the  capillary 
arteries,  fome  error  in  regard  to  the  non-naturals.. 
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The  diagnqjlics.  Chills  and  flufhings,  laffitude,  nau.fea, 
profl ration  of  the  ftrength  and  fpirits,  liftleffnefs  ; heat  in 
the  palms  of  the  hands  and  foies  of  the  feet,  while  all  the 
reft  of  the  body  is  cold,  and  emaciates  fail ; a fenfation  like 
cold  water  thrown  down  the  back,  the  pulfe  quick,  weak, 
and  unequal,  pale  urine,  coma,  heat  and  drynefs  of  the 
tongue,  fometimes  with,  and  fometimes  without  thirft  ; 
miliary  eruptions,  anxiety,  tinnitus  aurium  ; cold,  clammy, 
or  colliquative  fweats  ; convulsions,  delirium,  fubfultus 
tendinum. 

The prognojlics.  All  the  fymptoms  are  exacerbated  towards 

»•  *• 

night,  a tingling  noife  in.  the  ears  is  generally  the  fore- 
runner of  a delirium  ; a copious  fpitting,  or  gentle  breath- 
ing fweats,  are  good  figns  ; profufe  fweats  are  bad  ones  ; 
infenfibility,  twitchings  of  the  tendons,  involuntary  evacu- 
ations of  the  excrements,  urine,  or  tears,  are  preludes  to 
the  laft  cataftrophe. 

The  cure.  All  evacuations  are  inadmiffible,  vomits  only 

^ *i 

excepted ; fometimes  very  lenient  clyfters,  fuch  as  new  milk 
and  fugar,  may  fafely  be  adminiftered,  if  nature  inclines  to 
ftool.  Give  mountain  whey,  meat  broths,  as  ftrong  as  the 
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ftomach  will  bear  ; jellies,  panada,  with  fpice,  wine,  or 
brandy  in  it  ; fuch  things  as  thefe  may  be  often  offered, 
th  ough  ever  fo  little  is  taken  at  a time  : the  medicines  ne- 
ceffary  are  attenuants,  refloratives,  nervines,  and  cordials. 

If  the  fweats  are  profufe,  let  warm  napkins  be  frequently 
applied  to  the  neck,  bread;,  and  abdomen  ; for  though 

gentle  fweats  are  of  fervice,  when  they  become  profufe, 
they  only  tend  to  the  diffolution  of  the  patient  in  a double 
fenfe  : in  this  cafe,  red  port  wine  and  water  may  be  al- 
lowed. The  neck  and  bread;  fhould  be  examined  every 
day,  for  eruptions  commonly  appear  in  thofe  parts  firft, 
their  portent  is  good,  and  they  indicate  the  ufe  of  cardiacs. 

Take  of  Ipecacuanha,  three  grains. 

Blue  vitriol. 

Emetic  tartar,  of  each  one  grain, 

w- 

Let  this  powder  be  taken  every  morning,  out  of  a fpoon 
half  full  of  water  : nothing  fhould  be  drank  either  during 
the  operation,  or  ’till  the  naufea  goes  off  fpontaneoufly. 
Many  unexpended  recoveries  have  been  owing  to  this 
powder  alone.  The  following  alfo  have  been  amazingly 
efficacious, 
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Take  of  Cordial  confection, 

Caftor,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Cinnabar  of  antimony,  three  grains, 

Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  to  make  a bolus* 

To  be  taken  every  fourth  hour,  waihing  it  down  with  four 
fpoonfuls  of  the  following  julep, 

Take  of  The  camphire  julep, 

Mufk  julep,  of  each  four  ounces. 

Spirit  of  hartfhorn  per  fe,  half  an  ounce.  Or, 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  contrayerva, 

Mufk,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to  make  it 

4 

a bole. 

To  be  taken  every  fixth  hour,  waffling  it  down  with  [his 
draught,  s 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartfhorn. 

Cordial  confection,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Nutmeg  water,  half  an  ounce. 


Putrid , 
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Putrid , Malignant , awa?  Petechial  FEVER. 


"MiESE  may  be  clafied  togetlier  in  the  fame  manner 
with  the  lad  three,  becaufe  they  are  each  produced 
by  fxmilar  caufes,  and  require  very  little,  if  any  difference,  in 
the  method  of  treating  them  : to  this  clafs  alfo  belong  the 
gaol  or  hofpital  fever,  and  the  pedilence. 

The  catife.  A putrefcent  acrimony,  or  infedlious  miaf- 
mata.  The  obdrudiion  of  infenflble  perfpiration  is  no 
uncommon  caufe  of  putrid  fevers  ; for  the  retention  of 
thofe  particles  within  the  body  which  ought  to  have  been 
thrown  out  of  it,  may,  and  often  does,  occalion  a fpeedy 
putrefadlion,  efpecially  when  there  is  the  lead  pre-difpou- 
tion  in  the  duids  to  fuch  a diffolution. 

The  diagnnjiics.  Pain  in  the  temples  or  orbit  of  the  eye  ; 
the  eye  heavy,  yellowifh,  or  fomewhat  inflamed  ; the  face 
bloated,  and  of  a cadaverous  afpecl  ; faintnefs,  operofe 
refpiration,  frequent  fighing,  erratic  pains,  the  pulfe  fmall, 

I 2 


fome  times 
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fometimes  quick,  and  fometimes  the  fame  as  that  of  a perfoa 
in  perfect  health  ; black  tongue,  bitter  tafle  in  the  mouth, 
crude  vapid  urine  ; livid  petechias  from  the  extra-vafation  of 
grumous  blood  in  the  cellular  membrane,  vibices,  aphthae, 
furred  lips  and  teeth,  little  thirft,  tinnitus  aurium,  lumbago, 
colliquative  evacuations. 

The  prognojlics.  A mild  diarrhoea  is  ferviceable ; the 
petechiae  florid,  a fmarting  red  ralh,  fcabs  on  the  nofe  or 
lips  , watery  veficles,  are  all  good  fymptoms.  Black  urine 
or  (tools,  fin  a 11  dufky  fpots,  dun,  or  greenifli  ; a lurid 
efflorefcence,  large  livid  blotches,  black  vibices,  fweats  pro- 
fufe,  cold  or  clammy  ; griping  and  bloody  (tools,  coma  and 
coldncfs  of  the  extremities  are  all  fymptoms  of  an  approach- 
ing diffolution. 

The  cure.  1 he  inteftinal  canal  may  be  cleanfed,  and  the 
drain  kept  open  by  fmall  dofes  of  rhubarb.  The  regimen 
neceffary  is  much  the  fame  with  that  in  the  preceding  chap- 
ter, particularly  with  refpedt  to  wine,  though  Rhenifh  is 
generally  the  molt  eligible  ; but  in  cafe  of  colliquative 
evacuations  red  port  is  preferable  ; give  alfo  freely  of  the 
vegetable  and  mineral  acids,  Peruvian  bark,  aftringents, 

i antifeptics, 
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antifeptics,  camphire  and  opiates.  Let  vinegar  be  fre- 
quently thrown  on  a hot  iron  in  the  room  and  a little  of 
the  bark  of  cafcarilla  be  now  and  then  burned  in  it.  Vola- 
tile alcalis  may  be  ufed  fparingly  ; but  throughout  the 
whole  Itage  of  this  diforder,  with-hold  the  lancet,  as  you 
tender  the  life  of  the  patient.  The  formulae  fubjoined  have 
been  peculiarly  fuccefsful. 

Take  of  Bark,  half  a drachm, 

Camphire,  three  grains, 

Syrup  of  faffron,  enough  to  make  a bole. 

To  be  taken  every  fourth  hour,  drinking  after  it  three  table 

I 

fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture, 

Take  of  Pure  water,  fix  ounces. 

Compound  horfe-rhadifii  water,. 

Vinegar,  of  each  two  ounces, 

Sugar,  as  much  as  you  pleafe.  Or, 

* 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  contrayerva,  two  drachms, 
Tormentil  root. 

Myrrh,  of  each  one  drachm, 

Make  into  fix  powders  ; one  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour 
with  the  fubfequent  draught  : 


Take 
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Take  of  Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Lemon  juice,  half  an  ounce, 

Cochineal,  five  grains. 

White  fugar,  what  you  pleafe.  Or, 

Take  of  Bark, 

Venice  treacle,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Syrup  of  faffron,  enough  to  make  a bole, 

To  be  taken  every  fixth  hour,  and  walked  down  with  the 
above  draught.  Or, 

Take  of  Bark  of  eleutheria,  half  a drachm. 

Winter’s  bark. 

Myrrh,  of  each  a fcruple, 

. Syrup  of  faffron,  enough  to  make  a bole, 

To  be  ufed  as  the  former. 

The  emetic  tartar  powders  and  opiates,  to  reilrain  the 
diarrhoea,  if  requifite,  or  Norris’s  drops. 


PUTRID 
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PUTRID  SORE  THROAT. 

♦ 

> 

PT,HE  Putrid  Sore  Throat,  is  a diforder  of  the  malignant 

1 O 

kind,  which  has  not  been  perfectly  defcribed  or 
known  ’till  within  thefe  few  years. 

The  caufe.  A putrid  diathefis  of  the  fluids. 

The  cliagnojlics . Fulnefs  and  forenefs  of  the  throat,  a 
fenfation  of  ftiffnefs  in  the  neck,  rednefs  of  the  arms,  hands, 
or  bread  ; frequent  fighing,  naufea,  anxiety  about  the  prae- 
cordia,  languidnefs,  great  dejection,  repeated  fneezings, 
agrypnia,  thin  crude  urine,  a pulfe  quick  and  fmall,  bloated 
countenance,  fwelling  of  the  maxillary  and  parotid  glands 
and  tonfils,  ulcerations,  floughing  of  the  ulcers. 

The  prognojhcs.  The  prognostics  depend  on  the  progrefs 
of  the  putrefcent  acrimony,  and  on  the  refpiration. 

The  cure.  All  evacuations  are  deleterious,  efpecially 
phlebotomy.  it  requires  a fimilar  treatment  with  other 
putrid  fevers,  but  is  the  leaf!  rebellious  of  them  all,  for  the 
cure  is  not  very  difficult.  As  it  is  fometimes  epidemical, 

the 
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the  belt  orvietan  or  preventive  perhaps  is  to  drink  freely 
of  red  port  ; at  a time  when  it  was  exceeding  rife,  they 
who  ufed  this  prophylactic  efcaped  the  diforder.  Cordials 
and  gargarilms  feem  the  only  necelfary  aids,  as, 

Take  of  Cordial  confedion,  half  a drachm, 

Caftor,  a fcruple. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce. 

Nutmeg  water,  two  drachms, 

A draught  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour.  Or, 

» 

Take  of  Cordial  confection,  a fcruple, 

Snake-root, 

Caftor,  of  each  ten  grains. 

Syrup  of  faffron,  enough  to  make  a bole. 

To  be  fwallowed  every  fourth  hour. 

Take  of  PeCtoral  decoCtion  an  ounce, 

TinCture  of  myrrh, 

Red  wine,  . 

Honey  of  rofes. 

Vinegar,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

For  a gargle,  to  be  ufed  occafionally,  or  every  two  or  three 
hours.  Or, 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces, 

Diffolve 


t 
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Diffolve  in  one  pint  of  pure  water,  for  a gargle  ; to  which 
may  be  occafionally  added  as  much  fpirit  of  vitriol  as  is 
agreeable.  If  the  ulcers  fpread  and  increafe,  add  to  the 
above  folution  five  grains  of  fublimate,  diffolved  in  five 
drops  of  the  marine  acid.  Beware  of  the  ufe  of  nitre  in 
this  diforder. 
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THRUSH. 

^PHTHiE,  or  the  Thrufh,  are  little  ulcerous  tubercles, 
which  affeft  the  infide  of  the  mouth,  llomach,  and 
inteftines. 

The  caufe.  A faline,  vifcid,  or  acrimonious  lymph. 

The  diagnojlics . They  appear  firft  on  the  tongue,  or  in 
the  corners  of  the  mouth. 

The  prognojlics.  If  white,  pellucid,  thin,  fcattered,  and 
fuperficial,  they  are  of  little  confequence:  if  brown,  opaque, 

black,  thick,  or  run  together,  they  forebode  fome  danger. 

K When 
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When  they  have  palled  through  the  body,  and  appear  at 
the  anus  with  excoriation,  apply  melalfes. 

' The  cure.  Aflift  nature  as  in  other  fevers.  They  are 

a * * 

often  fatal  to  adults  : whether  they  who  efcaped  them  in 
their  infancy  are  the  only  perfons  liable  to  be  attacked  by 
them  is  at  leaf!  problematical.  The  treatment  is  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  miliary  fever.  The  following  gargle  is  ex- 
cellent  for  infants,  viz. 

/ 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  drachms, 

Lime  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  two  drachms. 

It  may  be  ufed  every  hour,  and  if  fwallowed  can  do  no  pre- 
judice to  the  child. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre,  a drachm. 

Three  whites  of  eggs, 

Rofe  water,  fix  ounces, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  an  ounce. 

Let  it  be  made  a gargle  for  adults,  to  be  ufed  occalionally  ; 
or  the  following,  which  will  anfvver  the  fame  purpofes  : 


Take 
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Take  of  Gum  tragacanth,  a drachm. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 

Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce, 

Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  twenty-five  drops. 


MEASLES. 

HHHE  Meafles  require  a treatment  not  much  different  from 
the  fmall-pox.  They  are  both  natives  of  Africa. 

The  caufe.  Infedious  miafmata  fui  generis. 

The  diagnojlics.  Small,  dry,  red  fpots,  like  flea-bites  ; 
they  never  fuppurate,  but  arrive  at  their  ftate  in  four  days ; 
an  almoft  perpetual  cough,  weaknefs,  forenefs,  or  running 
of  the  eyes,  fwelling  of  the  eye-lids,  running  of  the  nofe, 
convulfions. 

The  prognoflics.  It  is  not  a dangerous  diforder,  if  not 

rendered  fo  by  mifmanagement. 

The  cure.  Nature  is  the  beft  phyfician  in  this  cafe  ; nor 
does  fhe  fland  in  need  of  any  medicines  to  a’lifl  her.  Venae- 

K 2 fedion 
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fection  appears  to  be  highly  improper,  and  is  moll  certainly 
often  productive  of  the  molt  difagreeable  confequences  ; I 
never  ordered  it  in  my  life  in  this  cafe,  yet  never  loft  one 
patient  in  the  mealies;  nor  to  fay  the  truth,  did  I ever  hear 
of  one  that  died  who  was  not  bled.  If  convullions  precede 
or  accompany  the  eruption,  they  are  by  no  means  a bad 
prognoftic  ; the  tinCture  of  wood-foot  may  then  be  given 
with  great  advantage,  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  three  or  four 
times  a day.  The  lin&us  under  the  article  fmall-pox  may 

N •-  - • ; . ;•  I 

be  ufed  at  pleafure  ; as  in  the  fmall-pox,  the  little  patient 
cannot  be  kept  too  cool.  The  drink  may  be  cyder-whey, 

i . . 

vinegar-whey,  butter-milk  ; or,  for  weakly  children,  thin 
broth.  Medicines  are  feldom  neceffary  during  this  difor- 
der ; but  as  foon  as  the  eruptions  begin  to  difappear, 
cathartics  ffould  be  exhibited,  as  in  the  fmall-pox,  which, 
for  obvious  reafons,  are  neceffary  after  all  eruptive  fevers. 
The  fubfequent  drops  are  of  amazing  efficacy  in  removing 
the  cough  which  fo  often  remains  after  the  mealies, 

Take  of  Balfam  of  eapivi,  an  ounce^ 

Let  ten  drops  be  taken  on  brown  fugar  morning  and  night. 

SCARLET 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

« 

rT~,HE  fcarlet  fever  is  fo  called  on  account  of  the  colour  of 
the  fkin,  or  the  large,  red,  vivid  blotches  in  it. 

The  caufes.  Vifcidity,  acrimony,  an  unequal  diftribution. 
of  the  vital  heat  ; the  protrufive  force  of  the  heart,  over- 
coming the  refiftance  of  the  folids,  wherefore  children  are- 
moll  fubje<5t  to  it.  It  feems  to  be  in  fome  degree  infectious.. 
The  diagnojlics.  They  appear  from  the  definition.. 

The  prognojlics..  If  attended  with  anxiety,  dejection,  or 
oppreffion  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  the  liberal  ufe  of  car- 
diacs is  indicated.  It  is  feldom  dangerous  if  left  to  nature, 
without  any  officious  interpofition.  To  drink  plentifully  of 
diluting  liquids,  and  to  be  kept  cool,  is  all  that  is  requifite. 
Many  children  have  perifhed  by  the  ufe  of  the  lancet,  which 
is  intended  to  remove  that  flraitnefs  and  fuffocating  fenfation: 
fo  common  in  this  diforder  ; but  thefe  do  not  originate- 

from: 
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from  repletion,  but  from  depletion  : a little  emetic  tartar, 
and  cordials,  are  the  moll  eligible  remedies. 

The  cure.  Let  wine-whey  be  given  freely.  The  patient 
fhould  not  be  kept  warm  : let  his  linen  be  fhifted  every 
day.  After  the  third  day  one  of  the  following  formulae  may 
be  ufed : 

Take  of  Calx  of  antimony. 

Diuretic  fait,  of  each  a drachm. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces,. 

Nutmeg  water,  two  ounces, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  two  drachms, 

A mixture,  two  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  every  fixth  or  fourth 
hour.  Or, 

Take  of  Cordial  confection,  two  drachms, 

Calx  of  antimony,  one  drachm, 

, 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  a fcruple, 

✓ 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 

Nutmeg-water,  two  ounces, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce, 

A mixture,  of  which  two  fpoonfuls  may  be  given  every 
fourth  or  third  hour. 


Take 
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Take  of  Spirit  of  nitre  dulcified,  an  ounce. 

f 'V' 

t > 

Let  twenty 

f Oj  . 

* 

the  patient 
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A Pulmonary  Phthifis,  or  confumption,  is  owing  to  an 
“*■  ulcer  in  the  lungs,  whereby  the  whole  body  is  gra- 
dually emaciated  and  confumed. 

The  crnje . That  (whatever  it  is)  which  occafions  the 
ftagnation  of  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  ’till  it  is  converted  into 
purulent  matter  ; this  may  be  owing  to  a teneritude  of  the 

arterial  veflels,  an  acrid  blood,  debility  of  the  fibres  of  the 

{ 

vifcera,  long  neck,  ftraight  bread,  deprefled  fcapuhe,  an  ulcer 
in  the  liver,  fpleen,  pancreas,  kidneys,  mefentery,  or  uterus, 
a metaflafis  of  matter,  negiedl  of  cuflomary  exercife. 

The  diagnostics.  A flight  fever,  generally  exacerbated 
towards  evening ; too  great,  but  particular  heat  ; flying 

flitches, 


drops  be  given  in  every  draught  of  liquid  that 
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flitches,  heclic  flufliings,  pain  in  the  ftomach  or  breaft,  pain 

* a.  v 3 

in  the  fide,  the  patient  lying  with  moft  eafe  on  the  affecfted 
fide  ; hereditary  difpofition,  the  age  from  fixteen  to  thirty- 
fix  ; indigeftion,  frequent  fpitting  ; night  fweats,  particu- 
larly profufe  towards  morning,  fenfation  like  cold  water 
thrown  down  the  back,  diarrhoea,  a bloody,  frothy,  or  foetid 
expuition,  wafting  of  the  flelli,  languor,  laftitude,  peevifh- 
nefs,  great  unevennefs  of  temper,  hidden  ftarts  and  burfts 
of  joy  terminating  in  tears,  incurvation  and  lividnefs  of  the 
nails,  quick  and  interrupted  refpiration  ; a teazing  and 
almoft  mediant  cough,  worft  in  the  night,  averfion  from 
food,  facies  Hippocratica. 

The  prognoftics.  An  hereditary  phthifis  is  the  moft  dan- 
gerous. If  the  cough  is  very  troublefome,  the  refpiration 
operofe,  the  faliva  ftinking,  the  ancles  fwelled,  the  body 
much  wafted,  the  evacuations  colliquative,  and  the  coun- 
tenance Hippocratic,  death  feems  to  be  approaching  with 

't 

hafty  ftrides.  A phthifis  attended  with  a total  obftrutftion 
of  the  catamenia  produced  by  bleeding  is  abfolutely  in- 
curable. A phthifis  in  which  the  vomica  breaks  fuddenly, 

2 the 
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the  expuition  white  and  co<fted,  the  appetite  ar.d  digeftion 
tolerably  good,  is  ealily  curable. 

Previous  to  entering  on  the  method  of  cure , I would  in- 
treat the  reader’s  indulgence,  and  befpeak  his  candor  in 
attending  to  the  apology  for  propofing  a method  fo  entirely 
oppofite  to  that  which  is  purfued  by  the  reft  of  my  brethren  : 
it  is  not  without  a very  fenfible  uneafinefs  and  relu<ftance 

J 

that  I differ  from  them,  but  however  dear  Socrates  and 
Plato  may  be,  truth  is  ftill  dearer : ftrange  mull  it  appear 
that  I fhould  recommend  a medicine  as  our  flieet  anchor, 

the  ufe  of  which  has  been  condemned  by  the  moft  en- 

• / 

r. 

lightened  and  juftly  celebrated  phyfician  in  Europe,  to 
whom  the  nil  ortum  tale  may  with  the  utmoft  propriety  be 
afcribed  ; but  as  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  balfam  of 
capivi  poffeffed  a healing  quality , his  reafoning  however  con- 
clufive,  could  be  of  little  confequence,  as  the  bafts  on  which 
it  is  erecfted  is  a non-entity  ; for  the  facft  is,  that  the  laid 
balfam,  for  its  utility  in  pleuriftes  and  lowering  the  pulfe, 
for  its  allaying  fpafms,  appealing  irritation  and  confiderably 
decreaftng  the  hedic  fever,  appears  to  have,  like  other  deter- 
gents, a quite  contrary  quality.  As  I have  for  feveral  years 

L occaftoned 


occafioned  the  confumption  of  feme  quarts  in  a week  of  this 
balfam,  I am  certainly  entitled  to  fpeak  with  a degree  of 
confidence  on  the  effecds  it  produces. 

As  to  the  other  regimen  recommended,  viz.  a vegetable 
diet,  and  to  take  away  a little  blood  now  and  then,  I always 
obferved  that  the  patient  died  ; but  how  could  it  be  other- 
wife,  when  the  diforder  was  pronounced  incurable  (which 
by  the  way  every  one  is  faid  to  be  which  we  do  not  know  how 
to  cure)  I could  not  help  fufpebling  that  the  fore-mentioned 
event  might  poffibly  be  owing  to  bleeding,  and  therefore 
determined  to  try  an  oppofite  method;  and  as  no  perfon 
was  a more  proper  fubjecl  to  try  fuch  an  experiment  on 
than  myfelf,  I beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  reader  a plain  and 
fuccinct  narrative  of  my  own  cafe. 

% 

I was  upwards  of  thirty  years  of  age,  when,  from  a ne- 
glected cold  in  the  month  of  November,  I was  feized  with  a 


he<5tic,  which  in  the  rapidity  of  its  progrefs  equalled  any 

thing  that  I ever  faw  : before  the  expiration  of  the  enfuing 

0 

month  I was  in  the  following  condition,  notwithftanding  all 
the  efforts  of  two  judicious  and  learned  phyficians,  viz. 
laboured  under  an  invincible  diarrhoea,  with  colliquative 

ftools 
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(tools  and  fweats,  an  inceflfant  cough,  which  precluded  all 
poffibility  of  deep,  an  entire  loathing  of  all  food,  legs 
fwelled  to  an  enormous  fize,  a body  as  much  emaciated  as 
that  of  any  human  being  could  be,  to  continue  in  exiftence, 
too  weak  to  walk  or  even  hand  without  affiftance,  violent 
fpafmodic  conftriClion  of  the  lungs  every  night,  which  I had 
not  the  leaft  expectation  of  furviving,  nor  at  the  approach 
of  evening  entertained  the  fmalleft  hopes  of  beholding  the 
light  of  another  day  : my  phyficians  pronounced  my  re- 
covery impoffible.  I was  then,  at  my  own  earned  requeft,  with 
great  difficulty,  removed  to  a drier  air  at  about  a mile’s 
diltance,  and  to  a much  higher  ground  ; I took  the  dry 
vomit  immediately,  and  repeated  it  every  morning  for  feve- 
ral  days,  ufed  the  balfam  of  capivi  twice  a day,  and  fwal- 
lowed  a tea-cupful  of  pork  broth  as  often  as  1 could  ; in  a 
word,  I purfued  the  fame  method  recommended  below 
(which  I have  fince  recommended  to  thoufands  in  the  fame 

diforder,  with  the  fame  fuccefs)  and  in  fix  weeks  time  was  per- 
fectly recovered,  nor  have  ever  fince  felt  the  flighted  com- 
plaint, but  at  this  prefent  time  of  writing,  am  as  healthy  and 
hearty  a grey-headed  old  fellow  as  any  one  in  his  majefly’s 

L 2 dominions. 
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dominions.  The  fuccefs  I have  met  with  in  the  treatment 
of  this  diforder,  is  too  well  known  for  me  to  add  any  thing 
further  than  this  folemn  declaration,  that  I have  concealed 
nothing  relative  to  the  method  ufed  with  myfelf,  and  with 

all  thofe  who  have  been  under  my  care  for  phthilical  difor- 
ders  ; the  fubfequent,  I repeat  it,  is  precifely  the  fame,  and 
I beg  to  be  excufed  from  producing  any  arguments  in  its 
defence,  for  as  fabts  are  of  a nature  too  ftubborn  to  bend, 
there  are  a croud  of  living  witneffes,  who  are  fufficient  proofs 
of  its  propriety. 

The  cure.  The  non-naturals  require  the  flriblefl  atten- 
tion. New  milk  ftiould  be  taken  for  breakfafl  and  fupper  ; 
if  it  purges,  it  mail  be  boiled  : cow’s  milk  is  preferable  to 
that  of  affes  : goat’s  whey  is  too  diluent,  and  I have  feen 
feveral  fatal  effecls  from  the  ufe  of  it.  Meat  broths  may  be 
taken  as  flrong  as  the  flomach  will  bear,  particularly  of  pork  ; 
jellies  prepared  from  any  animal  fubftance  fhould  be  taken 
as  often  as  poffible.  Let  the  patient  ride  on  horfeback  every 
morning,  if  too  weak  to  fit  alone,  he  mull  be  fupported  by 
one  that  rides  behind  him,  for  riding  in  a morning  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary.  A warm,  dry,  clear  air,  the  Briltol  waters, 

2 Spa 


( 77  ) 

Spa  water,  or  for  common  drink,  inflation  of  liufeed,  decoc- 
tion of  bran,  or  for  change,  fago,  falep,  or  chocolate.  Tea 
prepared  from  colts-foot  flowers,  and  fweetened  with  honey, 
I have  no  fmall  reafon  to  recommend  the  frequent  ufe  of ; 
fnails  or  earth  worms  boiled  in  milk  are  ferviceable,  as  are 
fnell-fifli  of  all  forts,  wild  fowls,  generous  wine  and  fpices. 
Conferve  of  red  rofes  may  be  eaten  to  the  quantity  off  two 
or  three  ounces  in  a day,  with  vaft  advantage.  Acids  are 
fometimes  ferviceable,  ftomachic  plaifters,  a Burgundv  pitch 
plaifter  between  the  fhoulders,  to  be  kept  on  for  fome 
weeks  ; veficatories,  but  above  all  things  the  dry  vomit,  as, 

Take  of  Emetic  tartar. 

Blue  vitriol,  of  each  feven  grains, 

Make  into  three  powders  ; let  one  be  taken  in  a morning 
falling,  twice  or  thrice  a week,  not  drinking  any  thing  dur- 
ing the  operation  ; if  the  naufea  does  not  go  off  fpontane- 
oufly,  a fpoonful  of  raw  brandy  will  remove  it.  Or,  if  the 
diarrhoea  is  very  violent, 


Take 
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Take  of  Ipecacuanha,  five  grains, 

Blue  vitriol,  one  grain  j 

Let  this  powder  be  taken  (as  before)  every  morning. 

In  an  incipient  ulcer  of  the  lungs,  when  the  pain  in  the 
fide  has  been  exceeding  troubleforne,  recourfe  has  been 
often  had  to  the  lancet,  which  is  the  ready  way  to  bring  on 
an  incurable  phthifis.  I appeal  to  the  confcience  of  the 
pradlitioner,  whether  he  has  not  frequently  experienced  this 
confequence. 

N.  B.  When  an  ulcer  in  the  lungs  is  formed,  the  urine 
difcharged  at  night  is  very  turbid  the  next  morning.  The 
balfam  of  capivi  ought  never  to  be  omitted  in  the  cure  of 
this  diforder  ; let  twenty  drops  be  taken  on  fugar  in  powder 
every  night  and  morning.  If  the  diarrhoea  is  not  exceffive, 
as  it  feldom  is  at  the  beginning  of  a phthifis,  I have  often 
found  that  the  fubfequent  mixture  will  carry  off  the  hedlic, 
which  generally  terminates  in  the  appearance  of  a rafh : 


Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood. 

Calx  of  antimony,  of  each  a drachm. 


Pure 
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Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 

Nutmeg  water,  two  ounces. 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

Of  this  mixture,  let  three  fpoonfuls  be  taken  every  fixth  or 
fourth  hour.  Or, 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  drachms, 

Simple  mint  water,  feven  ounces. 

Foetid  tindture, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

A mixture.  Three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
day,  to  which  may  be  added  (if  the  diarrhoea  is  exceffive) 
from  forty  to  eighty  drops  of  thebaic  tindlure. 

If  the  diarrhoea  fhould  prove,  as  it  often  does,  the  moft 

troublefome  and  dangerous  fymptom,  it  fhould  be  restrained 
by  opiates ; as  three,  four,  or  five  grains  of  the  Styrax  pill, 
which  may  be  taken  at  bed-time,  to  be  repeated  occafionally  : 
a fcruple  of  the  aflringent  red  gum  may  be  ufed  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  or  the  fame  quantity  of  the  tormentil  root  ; 
but  the  boles  and  fealed  earths  are  worfe  than  ufelefs. 


Take 
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Take  of  Blue  vitriol,  five  grains, 

Diffolve  in  an  ounce  of  tinclure  of  cantharides.  Of  thefe 
drops,  let  twenty  be  taken  twice  a day,  increafing  the  dofe 
one  drop  at  a time,  till  it  amounts  to  a tea-fpoonful.  They 
have  often  effected  wonders  ; but  with  this,  or  whatever 
other  medicine  is  ufed,  let  not  the  balfam  of  Capivi  be  ne- 
gleUed.  I fhall  fubjoin  two  more  formulae,  from  which  alfo 
I have  experienced  the  molt  delirable  confequences  : 

Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Extract  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  forty  drops, 

^Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to 
make  an  eledtuary. 

The  lize  of  a walnut  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Gum  ammoniac, 

Alfa  fcetida,  of  each  a drachm, 

Squills,  ten  grains, 

* Or,  nitre,  two  fcruples-— as  the  he&ic  is  lefs  or  more. 


Filings 
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Filings  of  iron,  one  fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  it  into  pills, 

Number  thirty-two  ; let  two  or  three  be  taken  night  and 
morning.  See  cough,  and  the  following. 


EMPYEMA. 

N Empyema  is  a colle<5Hon  of  pus  or  matter  in  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax. 

The  caufe.  The  rupture  of  a vomica  : this  proceeds  from 
an  inflammation,  bruife,  or  wound  (if  doled  too  foon)  of 
any  of  the  five  parts,  viz.  the  lungs,  pleura,  diaphragm, 
medialtinum,  or  precardium. 

The  diagnojlics.  Twenty  days  from  the  time  that  the  in- 
flammation began  ; from  the  figns  of  the  difappearance  of 
a vomica,  a new  pain,  dry  cough,  fenfation  of  preflure  on 

M the 
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the  midriff,  lying  with  eafe  on  one  fide  only,  viz.  on  that 
where  the  matter  is  congefted,  a flow  fever,  expuition  of 
purulent  matter,  thirft,  the  face  fluflied,  the  eyes  hollow, 
rednefs  of  the  cheeks,  fwelling  of  the  abdomen  ; on  leaning 
forwards,  danger  of  fuffocation. 

The  prognojlics.  If  the  pus  is  whitifh,  and  of  good  con- 
fidence, the  expuition  eafy,  the  refpiration  free,  and  the 
mind  calm,  thefe  are  all  good  figns  ; but  if  after  the  rupture 
there  be  an  accumulation  of  pus,  putrefadlion  of  the  fluids, 
famous  {tools,  and  Hippocratic  countenance,  it  may  prove 
fatal. 

The  cure.  To  determine  the  pus  externally  mult  be  at- 
tempted at  all  events,  by  proper  medicines  or  cutting  ; the 
operation  is  to  be  performed  between  the  third  and  fourth 
rib  numbered  from  below*.  In  the  mean  time  keep  the 
body  open  and  give  terebinthinates,  as 

Take  of  Common  turpentine, 

Oiibanum,  of  each  what  quantity  you  pleafe, 

* I have  known  it  often  to  fucceed,  though  fornetimes  the  patient  dies  tabid.  After  the  opera- 
tion, ufe  detergent  injections  every  day  of  barley-water  well  acidulated,  and  keep  open  the  wound 
for  fome  weeks  with  a leaden  canula* 


Form 
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Form  into  a mafs  of  pills  of  five  grains  each  ; three  to  be 
taken  twice  or  thrice  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce, 

Balfam  of  Capivi, 

Sperma  ceti,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

The  yolk  of  one  egg. 

Honey  of  rofes,  as  much  as  is  fufhcient  to  make  an 
eledtuary  j 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day. 


H A E M O P T O E. 

y^Spitting  of  blood  is  fometimes  an  idiopathic  difeafe,  to 
which  fome  perfons  are  fubjedl  at  times  for  many 
years,  without  any  manifeft  inconvenience. 

The  cauje.  Teneritude  of  the  fibres  of  the  lungs. 

The  diagnojlics,  or  concomitant  fymptoms,  are  fenfation  of 
forenefs  in  the  breaft,  of  weight  in  the  diaphragm,  a hufky 
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cough,  pallid  countenance,  lank  hair,  flabbinefs  of  the  flelh, 
diflike  to  exercife. 

The  prognojlics.  Bleeding  generally  enfures  a feverer  re- 
turn, or  brings  on  an  incurable  phthifis.  If  that  evacuation 
has  not  been  premifed,  the  cure  is  not  difficult. 

The  ingenious  Monfieur  Le  Sage  has,  in  his  ufual  fpright- 
ly  manner,  graphically  delineated  a fcene  wherein  the  Grim 
Monarch  is  reprefented  with  awful  dignity,  conferring  the 
dotfforal  cap  on  all  thofe  medical  ftudents  who  take  a fo~ 
lemn  oath  never  to  deviate  from  the  prefent  method  of 
practice,  and  ranking  them  among  the  number  of  his  truefi; 
and  deareft  friends.  In  his  time  and  country,  the  pi<5lure 
bore  no  very  enlarged  features;  but  in  this  enlightened  age, 
and  in  a nation  teeming  with  philofophers,  who  will  take 

I 

nothing  on  truft,  whatever  deference  may  be  due  to  a gene- 
rally received  opinion,  it  can  certainly  be  no  unpardonable 
crime  to  call  the  propriety  of  it  in  queftion,  and  if  it  is  ' 

found  unfupportable  by  experiments,  to  militate  againft  it. 
Of  this  kind,  it  is  prefumed,  is  that  too  general  one  of  the 
neceffity  of  blood-letting  in  internal  haemorrhages,  which  I 

have 
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have  often  feen  to  prove  highly  pernicious,  and  produdlive 

of  fatal  confequences.  Of  what  fignification  is  it  whether  a 
perfon  lofes  his  life  by  bleeding  from  a natural  or  artificial 
orifice  ? I once  knew  a family,  of  which  two  brothers  and 
two  fillers  were  each  at  different  times  feized  with  an 

hasmoptoe;  they  were  all  bled  five  or  fix  times,  and  not  one 
of  them  furvived  many  weeks  after  their  refpedlive  attacks  ; 
another  brother  was  taken  in  the  like  manner,  who  fufpedl- 
ing  the  effe<fls  of  the  lancet,  applied  to  me,  and  although  he 
at  that  time  laboured  under  a confirmed  lues,  he  was  foon 
(without  bleeding)  rellored  to,  and  Hill  continues  in  per- 
fect health. 

Innumerable  inltances  have  I been  witnefs  to,  of  the  moll 
alarming  haemorrhages,  which  have  all  yielded  to  the  ufe  of 
vomits,  and  the  method  laid  down  below,  without  a fingle 
application  of  the  lancet ; if  then  (as  is  evident)  phlebotomy 
is  not  necelfary  to  the  cure,  is  it  not  more  eligible  to  preferve 
that  important  fluid,  than  to  lavilh  it  away  without  caufe» 
and  thereby  deftroy  the  health  and  fhorten  the  lives  of  thofe 
who  commit  themfelves  to  our  care  ? 


The 
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The  cure . I never  failed  of  fuccefs  with  thofe  who  had 
not  been  bled.  The  firft  thing  given  was  always  the  dry 

vomit,  as, 

Take  of  Emetic  tartar. 

Blue  vitriol,  of  each  two  grains  * $ 

This  powder  fhould  be  taken  in  a fpoon  half  full  of  water, 
let  the  patient  ftrain,  which  draining  he  may  provoke  if  ne- 
cefl'ary,  with  his  finger  or  a feather,  but  drink  nothing  till 
he  throws  up  fome  yellow  or  porraceous  matter,  and  if  his 
ficknefs  does  not  then  go  olf,  half  a glafs  of  raw  brandy  will 
fettle  his  ftomach  ; if  that  fhould  be  returned  immediately, 
which  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  a repetition  of  the  fame  will 
anfwer  expectation.  Give  twenty  drops  of  the  balfam  of 
Capivi,  night  and  morning,  for  feveral  weeks,  to  prevent  a 
return,  and  the  following  eleCtuary  : 

Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Flowers  of  fulphur,  three  drachms. 

Pure  nitre,  one  drachm, 

Tne  emetic  tartar  may  be  given  firft,  and  as  foon  as  die  naufea  commences,  the  vitriol  imme- 

cliately  exhibited. 
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Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  a fcruple. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arable,  enough  to  make  an  eleduary. 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day.  So 
long  as  the  fpittle  is  in  the  leaft  tinged,  the  following  mix- 
ture fhould  be  ufed,  which  may  from  the  firft  invafion  be 
drank  at  pleafure  : • 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces,  diffolve  in 
Pure  water,  a pint, 

Pure  nitre,  two  fcruples, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce* 

Of  this  mixture  four  large  fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  every 
two  or  three  hours,  or  linfeed  tea,  three  tea-cupfuls  to  be 
drank  two  or  three  times  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  two  ounces* 

Red  aftringent  gum,  half  an  ounce* 

Make  an  ele&uary,  of  which  the  fize  of  a walnut  may  be 
taken  every  hour.  See  weaknefs  of  the  folids. 
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HAEMORRHAGES. 

LL  Haemorrhages  (the  piles  only  excepted)  require  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  treatment  with  the  foregoing  article, 
which  fee.  In  acute  diforders,  internal  haemorrhages  pro- 
ceed from  a plethora,  but  I never  yet  met  with  one  inftance 
of  a chronical  haemorrhage  in  a plethoric  habit. 


HICCOUGH. 

THE  Hiccough  is  a convulfive  motion  of  the  ftomach 

and  midriff. 

The  cauje.  An  acrid  irritating  matter,  adhering  to  the 
left  orifice  of  the  ftomach  : the  diaphragm  is  affected  by 

confent  of  parts.  Sometimes  repletion  may  occafion  it,  and 
fometimes  depletion. 
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The  diagnojlic  is  fufficiently  obvious. 

Th e prognojlics.  Sneezing  generally  removes  it,  or  cc  m- 
preffion  of  the  artery  at  the  wrills  ; or  frequent  hipping  of 
any  liquid,  or  hopping  both  ears  for  a minute  or  two,  or 
holding  the  breath,  or  a fudden  fright,  or  fixing  the  eyes 
intenfely  on  an  objeth  in  an  oblique  direthion.  Proceeding 
from  wounds,  profufe  evacuations,  in  ahhmas,  or  at  the 
clofe  of  a malignant  fever  ; it  is  always  a dangerous,  and 
often  a deadly  fymptom. 

The  cure.  Emetics  and  cathartics  are  indicated,  if  it 
arifes  from  repletion  ; if  from  depletion,  diaphoretics, 
diuretics,  opiates,  clyhers,  and  fomentations  ; as  the  com- 
mon fomentation,  or  thebaic  tinflure  and  vinegar,  of  each 
equal  parts,  to  bathe  the  pit  of  the  homach  with.  Of  the 
following  formulae,  the  pradlitioner  may  felect  that  which  is 
the  beh  adapted  to  the  cafe. 

Take  of  The  mulk  julep,  five  ounces, 

Tindture  of  caftor,.  two  drachms,, 

For  a draught..  Or  a tea-fpoonful  of  thefe  drops  may  be 
taken,  and  repeated  pretty  often,  if  necehary, 

N. 


Take 


( 9°  ) 


Take  of  Compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  fix  drachms, 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  two  drachms. 

For  a bottle  of  drops. 

Take  of  Salt  of  worm  wood,  two  fcruples, 

Tindture-of  cardamoms,  two  drachms, 

< i 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Compound  horfe-radifh-water,  two  drachms, 

A draught,  to  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion. 

Take  of  Bitter  purging  fait,  one  ounce. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces, 

Tindture  of  affa-foetida,  half  an  ounce, 
-------  — Thebaic,  a drachm, 

A clyfter, 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartfhorn, 

Cordial  confedtion,  of  each  a fcruple, 
Mu(k  fifteen  grains. 

Oil  of  mint,  five  grains, 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  a bolus^ 


Take 
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Take  of  Caftor, 

Muflc,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  three  drops, 

v 

Thebaic  extract,  two  grains. 

Syrup  of  Saffron,  enough  for  a bole. 

Either  of  the  above  boles  may  be  given  according  to  the 
urgency  of  the  fymptoms. 


ER  YSIPELAS. 

* / 

jp1  RYSI  PEL  A S,  or  St.  Anthony’s  Fire,  is  an  external 
inflammation,  which  generally  afifecds  the  face,  and 
fometimes  the  breaft.  St  Anthony  was  fuppofed,  like  many 
of  our  modern  faints,  to  take  great  pleafure  in  adding  to  the 
miferies  of  mankind  ; but  in  thefe  times,  we  readily  ex- 
culpate faid  faint  from  having  any  hand  in  the  infli&ion  of 
this  diforder. 

N 2 


The 


I 


( 92  ) 

The  caujes.  Thofe. which  produce  an  internal  inflamma- 
tion, or  an  acrid  humour,  heats  and  colds,  errors  in  the 
non-naturals,  an  obstruction  of  any  cuflomary  evacuation. 

The  diagnojlics.  Swelling  of  the  part,  with  pain  and 
rednefs ; inflammatory  pimples ; if  preffed  lightly  by  the 
linger,  the  appearance  of  a white  fpot. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  removable  without  much  difficulty ; 
is  no  ways  dangerous,  unlefs  the  eruptions  are  repelled  by 
cold,  and  then  very  difagreeable  confequences  may  enfue. 

The  cure.  Being  a cutaneous  diforder,  vanae-fection  may 

IS 

j 

be  difpenfed  with,  which  cannot  be  neceflary  when  any 
eruptions  appear  on  the  Ikin.  It  is  a common  obfervation 
with  ignorant  practitioners,  that  the  blood  which  they  have 
let  Is  exceeding  bad,  and.it  is  much  better  fuch  blood  fliould 
be  out  of  the  body  than,  in  it : if  this  argument  were 
worthy  of  refutation,  it  might  be  a feed,  Whether  drawing 
off  a pint  or  two  from  a pipe  of  bad  wine,  would  have  any 
tendency  to  meliorate  the  remainder?  Dr.  Sangrado’s 
methpd  was,  much  more  plaulible,  in  taking  away  the  whole 
m a rs , and  refilling  the  veffels  with  the  bland  warm  element. 
If  the  blood  is  bad,  it  rnufl  be  mended  in  the  body,  and  the 

ufe 
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ufe  of  proper  alteratives  is  indicated  ; but  to  decreafe  the 

% » »•  » • ► 

quantity  of  it,  is  to  lower  the  vital  powers,  to  render  nature 

» 

incapable  of  performing  her  necelfary  fun&ions,  and  to  pre- 
clude the  good  effects  of  thofe  alteratives,  which  riii 
afterwards  be  adrniniftered. 


Diaphoretics  will  greatly  affift  nature:  in  expelling  that 
which  is  offenfive  ; diuretics  are  exceeding  ferviceable'  in 
this  diforder  ; mild  cooling  cathartics  alfo  are  of  conlxd'era- 


ble  utility.  As  for  example : 


Take  of  Elder  rob,  an  ounce. 

Pure  nitre,  half  a drachm, 
Pure  water,  five  ounces. 


A gen-tly  fweating  potion  to  be  taken  at  night  going  to 
bed. 


Take  of  fvveet  fpirit  of  nitre,  an  ounce. 


Of  thefe  drops  let  a tea-fpoonful  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a day.  _ _ 
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Take  of  Glauber’s  falls,  ten  drachms. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains. 

Pure  water,  three  ounce  and  a half. 

For  a purging  draught,  to  be  taken  in  the  morning. 

As  external  applications  will  expedite  the  cure,  the 
reader  is  prefen  ted  with  feveral  efficacious  ones  below ; 
though,  perhaps,  wetting  the  parts  two  or  three  time  a day 
with  camphorated  fpirit  of  wine,  is  not  inferior  to  any  of 

t - •’  , 

them. 

Take  of  the  internal  elder  bark,  two  ounces,  boil  in  a 

v_  > • t - . v 

pint  and  half  of  water  to  a pint ; then  add  of 

Soft  foap*  an  ounce  and  half, 


Make  a fomentation,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  elder  leaves,  two  ounces,  boil  in  ten  ounces  of 
1 in  feed  oil,  flrain  lor  a liniment  to  be  ufed  as  the  above 
fomentation.  Or  touch  the  inflamed  parts  now  and ‘then 
with  common  ink,  Or, 

Take  of  Spirit  of  wine  camphorated,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  three  drachms. 

Oil  of  amber,  one  drachm. 


A liniment 
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A liniment  to  be  ufed  morning  and  night,  Or, 

Take  of  Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  twenty  drops, 

Extrafl:  of  lead,  forty  drops, 

Rofe  water,  five  ounces, 

A potion. 

Take  of  Spirits  of  wine  camphorated,  an  ounce. 

To  be  applied  three  or  four  times  a day  ; as  foon  as  the 
parts  are  dry,  rub  in  a little  of  the  following  liniment : 

Take  of  the  ointment  of  white  precipitate,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Eflence  of  lemons,  thirty  drops* 

- ' * V. 

* 

Make  it  a liniment. 


NEPHRITIS. 

A- 


/ 
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NEPHRITIS. 

\ Nephritis,  is  an  inflammation  of  the  kidneys. 
x A «The  caufes.  The  fame  as  of  other  inflammations : 
whatever  plugs  up  the  extremities  of  the  capillary  arteries ; 
a wound,  a bruife,  an  abcefs,  a tumor,  lying  too  long 
on  one  fide,  a calculus,  whatever  hinders  the  free  paffage 
of  the  urine  ; whatever  forces  the  thicker  parts  of  the  blood 
into  the  urinous  canals,  as  riding  hard,  running,  leaping, 
or  a plethora. 

The  diagnojlics.  Difficulty  of,  or  uneafinefs  in  making 

urine,  fenfation  of  heat  in  making  it,  perpetual  inclination 

to  make  it,  total  fuDDreffion  of  it,  a fever,  numbnefs  of  the 

* ± ± * 

thigh  from  an  affe<51ion  ofthepfoas  mufcle,  bilious  vomit- 
ing, coftivenefs.  A Nephritis  is  always  attended  with  a 
fever;  a calculus  not  always.  In  a Nephritis  the  pain  is 
continual;  in  the  calculus,  or  fit  of  the  Hone,  the  pain  in- 
termits. 
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'The  prognoftics  are  much  the  fame  as  in  other  inflammatory 
diforders.  To  Perfons  in  years,  it  is  raoft  commonly  fatal ; 
the  patient  often  falls  into  a tabes  dorfalis ; fometimes  a 
fohirrus  is  formed  ; fometimes  it  is  fucceeded  by  a palfy,  or 
incurable  lamenefs,  a dropfy  alfo,  and  atrophy.  If  a cal- 
culus is  formed  from  the  concretion  of  the  fabulous  faburra 
too  bulky  to  pafs  through  the  ureter,  the  cafe  is  helplefs, 
unlefs  it  is  extra&ed  by  the  knife  ; this  operation  has  been 
performed,  but  never  with  fuccefs,  as  the  author  ever  knew 
or  heard  of. 

The  cure,  as  in  other  inflammations,  venae-feclion , diluting 
liquors,  emollients,  anti-phlogiftics,  clyfters,  fomentations, 
lenient  cathartics,  femicupia : if  the  pain  is  very  excruciat- 
ing, opiates,  diuretics,  nitre  excepted,  are  improper  at  firfl; 
for  common  drink,  the  emulfio  communis. 

Take  of  Syrup  of  marlh-mallows. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  two  drachms, 

/ 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces,  by  agitation. 

Make  an  emuliion,  three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  every 
fourth  hour. 


o 


Take 


Take  of  Venice  turpentine,  half  an  ounce. 

The  yolk  of  two  eggs. 

Pure  water,  five  ounces, 

Linfeed  oil,  three  ounces, 

' - * * 

Oil  of  turpentine. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  of  each  a drachm, 

Syrup  of  marfh- mallows,  two  ounces. 

A clyfter. 

As  foon  as  bloody  water  is  evacuated,  give  honey  and  oil 
of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce,  for  a draught,  and  let  twenty 
drops  of  balfam  of  Capivi,  or  of  balfam  of  Peru,  be  taken  on 
on  fugar  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Venice  foap,  four  fcruples. 

New  milk,  two  ounces. 

Pure  nitre,  a fcruple. 

Syrup  of  marfh-mallows, 

Reftified  fpirits  of  wine,  of  each  two  drachms, 

Make  a draught,  to  be  repeated  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Pure  nitre,  a fcruple, 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  ten  grains, 

Pure  water,  an  ounce, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  a drachm. 


A draught, 
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A draught,  to  be  taken  every  third  hour. 

> 

Take  of  Ointment  of  marfli-mallows,  an  ounce, 

Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms, 

A liniment,  with  which  the  loins  may  be  anointed  two  or 
three  times  a day* 

Take  of  Magnefia  alba, 

Sperma  ceti. 

Rhubarb,  of  each  two  fcruples, 

For  fix  powders.  Let  one  be  taken  every  fourth  hour,  till 
the  body  is  fufficiently  open. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces, 

Pure  water,  a pint. 

Diuretic  fait, 

Syrup  of  marfh-mallows,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

A mixture,  of  which  let  three  fpoonfuls  be  given  every 
three  hours. 


Take  of  Ohio  turpentine  (diffolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg)  half  a 

drachm, 

Sperma  ceti. 

Diuretic  fait,  of  each  two  fcruples. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  a half, 

O 2 A draught, 
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A draught,  to  be  taken  every  fourth  hour. 

Take  of  Gum  arable, 

Spefma  ceti,  of  each  a drachm  and  half. 

Diuretic  fait,  one  drachm  ; 

For  fix  powders,  one  of  which  fhould  be  taken  every  two 
hours. 

If  the  pain  is  exceeding  great,  as  it  often  is,  give  three 
grains  of  (he  thebaic  extract. 


ULCER  in  the  KIDNEYS  or  BLADDER. 


'"'liE  cauje  of  an  ulcer  in  the  above-mentioned  is  either  a 
calculus,  or  fomething  corrofive  received  into  the 
flomach,  venereal  virus,  fcorbulic  diathefis,  contuhon,  in- 
flammation, obftrudlion,  or  eroflon. 

The  diagnojlics  of  an  ulcer  in  the  kidneys  are  bloody  urine, 
of  a foetid  fmell,  with  feales  in  it  ; famous,  or  purulent 


urine. 
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urine.  In  this  cafe  rhubarb  in  fmall  dofes  frequently  given 
is  an  admirable  medicine. 

Ulcers  in  the  bladder  are  more  dangerous,  and  often  at- 
tended with  unfupportable  agonies.  In  an  ulcer  of  the 
kidneys,  the  urine  is  difcharged  without  much  difficulty  or 
uneafinefs  ; is  reddiffi,  often  bloody,  with  caruncles  in  it. 
In  an  ulcer  of  the  bladder,  the  difficulty  of  making  urine  is 
very  great,  the  pain  dreadful ; lefs  blood,  but  large  quanti- 
ties of  purulent  matter  accompany  the  urine,  efpecially  in 
women. 

The  prognojlics.  In  habits  of  body  that  are  cacochymic, 
phthifical,  or  to  perfons  in  years  they  are  always  dangerous 
and  often  mortal. 

The  cure  is  the  fame.  Lenient  purges  ffiould  be  given, 
as  caffia,  rhubarb,  manna,  and  tamarinds,  for  the  alvine 
tube  mull  be  kept  open  ; fmall  mead,  cooling  ptifans,  a milk 
diet,  lime-water,  and  twenty  drops  of  balfam  of  Capivi  on 
fugar  morning  and  night  fhould  by  no  means  be  omitted. 
Injections  of  milk,  lime-water.  If  the  pain  is  excruciating 
(as  in  all  pther  diforders  without  exception)  the  ufe  of  opiates 
is  demanded;  give  two  fcruples  of  olibanum,  and  three,  or 


2 
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even  four  grains  of  Theban  extra#,  made  into  a bole  with 
balfam  of  Peru. 

Take  of  Gum  arable*  two  ounces* 

Soap,  one  ounce* 

Gum  guiacum, 

Jalap,  of  each  two  drachms, 

f 

Baifam  of  Capivi,  enough  to  make  an  ek&uary, 

I he  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

i „ ^ , 

Take  of  Succotrine  aloes,  one  drachm* 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  half  a drachm* 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  a fcruple* 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  into  twenty-four  pills* 

Two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Guaiacine  balfam,  fix  drachms, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  two  drachms, 

A bottle  of  drops.  A tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  twice  a day. 

The  folution  of  fublimate.  See  Lues. 

Women  declining  into  the  vale  of  years  are  exceeding 
liable  to  internal  latent  ulcers,  which  greatly  refemble  ulcers 


in 
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in  the  bladder,  with  refpedl  to  the  violence  of  the  pain,  and 
indeed  every  other  fymptom,  the  pus  in  urine  excepted. 
The  fubfequent  ele&uary  has  always  anfwered  my  expecta- 
tion in  removing  that  troublefome  complaint,  and  I would 

recommend  it  to  thofe  who  are  tormented  with  pain  in  parts 

* 

contiguous  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder. 

Take  of  Elecampane,  an  ounce, 

“Sweet  fennel  feeds,  half  an  ounce, 

Black  pepper, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Honey,  enough  to  make  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  Cze  of  a nutmeg  morning  and  night.  II  the  body 
is  coftive,  add  two  drachms  of  jalap  to  it.  Let  her  alfo 
take  twenty  drops  of  balfam  of  Capivi,  twice  a day,  upon 
brown  fugar. 


STONE. 
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S T O N E. 

rjr',HE  Stone,  or  human  calculus,  originates  from  a concre- 
tion of  fabulous  faburra,  chiefly  owing  to  the  ochreous 
matter  or  felenites  in  water  ; from  the  heat  of  the  body, 
laxity  of  the  fibres,  or  predifpofltion  of  the  fluids  to  depofit 
this  earthy  matter ; perhaps  from  a deficient  attraction 
among  their  own  particles  to  preferve  its  fufpenfion  : it  is 
often  formed  into  a hard  friable  fubftance. 

The  caufes.  The  water  we  drink  feems  to  be  the  chief 
caufe,  which  has  more  or  lefs  of  an  earth  in  it,  and  if  you 
pleafe,  fomething  of  a petrifying  quality  ; claret,  ale  and 
all  thofe  liquors  which  ferment  flrongly  in  the  ftomach, 
and  confequently  occafion  the  terreftrial  parts  of  the  urine 
to  cohere  together  ; the  appulfe  of  an  acid  gas,  obftrudion 
or  coar&ation  of  the  urinary  canals. 

The  diagncjlics . A fenfation  of  numbnefs,  torpidity,  or 
painful  preffure  in  the  thigh  ; naufea,  frequent  retchings  ; 

the 
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the  urine  thin,  bloody,  fmall  in  quantity,  excreted  with 

* 

great  uneafinefs,  or  totally  fuppreffed  ; pain  in  the  glans 
penis,  tenefmus. 

The  prognojhcs.  Ib  both  ureters  are  at  once  affecled,  if 
the  urine  is  totally  fuppreffed,  the  extremities  cold,  or  the 
urine  continues  bloody  after  the  fit  is  over,  the  diforder  will 
be  of  long  continuance,  and  moft  probably  terminate  in 
death.  In  ancient  perfons  it  is  always  very  dangerous. 

The  cure.  This  dreadful  difeafe  authorifes  us  to  fummon 
every  poffible  and  immediate  medical  afliftance,  as  clyfters, 
purges,  anti-emetics,  oil  of  anifeeds , terebinthinates,  fat 
broths,  fomentations,  opiates,  the  catheter,  lithotomy.  To 
prevent  a return,  equal  quantities  of  lime-water  and  butter- 
milk fhould  be  drank  at  meals,  and  for  a conftancy  to  the 
quantity  of  three  pints  in  a day.  Claret,  malt,  and  all  fer- 
menting liquors  fhould  be  abftained  from.  Spirits  of  all 
forts  (having  paffed  the  Rate  of  fermentation)  diluted  with, 
water  are  no  ways  prejudicial.  1 hole  who  fwallow  immenfe 

I *'  - • » 

loads  of  foap,  fhould  be  apprifed  of  the  terrible  confequences 
which  may  in  time  refult  from  fuch  a practice,  viz.  a pu- 
trefcent  acrimony  with  all  its  horrors.  Incidit  in  Scyllam  qui 

P vult 
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vult  vitare  Chary b din.  Half  an  ounce  of  live  quickfilver  may 

be  fwallowed  every  day  for  feveral  weeks. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  Peru  (difiolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg)  two 

drachms, 

\ 

Common  decodlion  for  a clyfter,  five  ounces. 

Oil  of  olives,  two  ounces, 

Theban  tindture,  two  drachms* 

A clylter. 

This  will  always  give  immediate  eafe  in  the  moll;  racking 
pain.  About  twenty  years  ago  I knew  an  old  gentleman 

4 

who  was  exceedingly  tormented  with  the  Hone  cholic  ; for 
fome  other  diforder,  I have  forgot  what,  he  took  Turling- 
ton’s balfam,  and  to  his  no  fmall  amazement  foon  found  • 
himfelf  relieved  from  his  fit  ; on  every  fucceeding  attack 
he  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  medicine,  and  always  found  the 
fame  effect  from  it.  I have  tried  every  ingredient  alone  of 
which  this  balfam  is  compofed  without  fuccefs,  nor  could  I 
ever  find  out  to  what  combination  the  effecfi  is  owing;  but 
that  it  gives  eafe  more  expeditioufly  than  an  opiate  is  a molt 
notorious  facfi,  to  which  I have  been  an  eye-witnefs  number- 

lefs 
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lefs  times  ; twenty  drops  fhould  be  given  on  fugar  every 
five  minutes  ’till  the  pain  ceafes,  which  is  generally  much 
abated  by  the  fecond  dole.  Let  me  not  be  condemned  for 

* ' I ‘ ^ , » y ‘ 

countenancing  a quack  medicine,  when  fo  many  of  my 
brethren  fcruple  not  to  prelcribe  an  empirical  powder  much 
more  precarious  in  its  operation,  and  by  no  means  fuperior 
to  the  emetic  tartar  kept  in  the  (hops. 

Take  of  Bitter  purging  fait,  two  ounces. 

Water,  fix  ounces, 

Foetid  tindture,  half  an  ounce. 

Thebaic  tindlure,  two  drachms, 

A clyfler. 


Take  of  Balfam  of  Peru, 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  of  each  two  drachms, 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  feven  ounces, 

Tindlure  of  jalap,  an  ounce, 

A mixture  ; three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  morning  and  night, 
or,  as  there  is  occafion. 

To  preferve  the  patient  from  returns  of  this  horrid 
diflemper, 

P 2 
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Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces, 

Venice  foap,  one  ounce. 

Grains  of  Paradife, 

Jalap,  of  each  two  drachms,  • .. 

Balfam  of  capivi,  enough  to  make  an  eledluary. 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a walnut,  morning  and  night.  Several 
have  I feen  who  for  many  years  had  not  been  one  moment 
free  from  pain,  perfe&ly  cured  by  this  electuary;  a relation 
of  what  it  has  performed  in  a vaft  variety  of  cafes,  would  be 
enough  to  fhock  the  belief  of  the  moft  credulous. 

Take  of  Liquorice  root,  three  ounces . 

t 

Boil  in  a quart  of  water  ; half  a pint  to  be  drank  twice 

a day. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes, 

Alfa  foetida,  of  each  two  fcruples, 

Filings  of  iron,  half  a drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

Calomel,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  fufficient  for  Pills, 

Number  thirty-two  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

OPTHALMY 
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O P T H A L M Y and  Diforders  of  the  EYES. 


Opthalmy  is  an  inflammation  of  the  eye,  or  adnata. 


with  rednefs,  fwelling,  and  difcharge  of  a hot  water,  or 


matter.  It  is  commonly  divided  into  dry  and  moijl ; when 
flight,  called  Phlogofis ; if  there  be  fome  rednefs  in  the  al- 


bugineous coat,  Taraxis  ; when  the  eye-lids  can  fcarcely  be 
clofed,  Chumofis  ; if  accompanied  with  a profufe  difcharge 
of  red  rheum.  Epiphora.  Suffufio,  PhlyClaena,  Glaucoma, 
Hypopyon,  Albugo,  and  Pterygium,  are  all  to  be  treated  in 
the  fame  manner. 

The  caufe.  Some  irritation,  or  the  fame  with  that  of  other 
inflammations. 

* 

The  diagnofics.  It  is  known  by  the  red  color  of  the  tunica 
conjun&iva  : the  other  diforders  of  the  eyes,  by  a diftillation 
of  bloody  acrid  rheum  from  their  angles  ; a fcalding  water  ; 
a collection  of  matter,  or  water  in  veflcles  under  the  cornea  ; 
films,  motes,  fpecks,  See. 
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The  prognojllcs . If  it  continue  long-,  it  fometiraes  turns  to 
a glaucoma,  or  catara<5l,  or  gutta  ferena  (which  requires  the 
internal  ufc  of  medicines,  as  mercurials,  &c.)  In  general, 
it  is  not  difficult  of  cure. 

The  cure.  If  the  eyes  are  glued  up  in  a morning,  let 
them  be  bathed  with  warm  milk.  If  the  patient  is  plethoric, 
bleed  ; then  give  a gentle  purge,  fuch  as. 

Take  of  Glauber’s  fait,  an  ounce. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains. 

Pure  water,  three  ounces, 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  half  an  ounce, 

A purging  potion.  I dues  are  exceeding  ferviceable,  vefi- 
catories  likewife  applied  to  the  temples,  behind  the  ears,  or 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck ; no  fmall  advantage  will  refult  from 
a feton,  which  ffiould  be  cut  perpendicularly,  and  not 
horizontally,  as  is  the  ufual  cuftom.  Sternutatories  ffiould 
not  be  omitted,  as, 

t 

Take  of  White  hellebore  root,  a icruple, 

Florentine  orris  root,  ten  grains, 

Euphorbium,  three  grains, 


Of 
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Of  this  powder  let  a pinch  be  taken,  as  if  it  were  fnuff,  every 
night,  after  getting  into  bed. 

If  a hot  water  diflils  from  the  eyes,  or  if  films,  fpecks,  8cc. 
appear,  the  fubfequent  eye- water  is,  I believe,  not  to  be 
excelled ; the  eye  may  be  walked  with  it  three  or  four  times 
a day,  and  as  much  of  it  allowed  to  be  worked  in  the  eye, 
by  frequent  winking,  as  can  be  well  borne. 

3d*  Take  of  Sugar  of  lead,  a fcruple. 

White  vitriol,  fifteen  grains. 

Spirits  of  wine  camphorated,  an  ounce, 

* 

A collyrium.  Or,  if  that  gives  too  much  pain. 

Take  of  Extradl  of  lead,  feven  drops, 

Rofe  water,  an  ounce, 

* 

* 

A collyrium,  to  be  ufed  three  or  four  times  a day.  Or, 

n 

Take  of  Extraft  of  lead,  feven  drops. 

Thebaic  tincture. 

Lime  water,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 


A collyrium. 
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If  the  fight  is  very  weak,  and  is  daily  impairing,  put  a 
drachm  of  allum  into  the  white  of  an  egg,  let  them  be  well 
whifked  up  together,  and  fmear  the  eye-brow  and  eye-lid 
with  it  every  night.  If  there  be  a fcorbutic  acrimony  in 
the  fluids, 

Take  of  fBthiop's  mineral,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Gum  arable,  half  an  ounce. 

Honey,  enough  to  make  an  eledtuary, 

The  dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  morning  and  night. 

In  opthalmies  proceeding  from  a fcrophula  (which  by  the 
way,  mod  opthalmies  do)  the  bark  is  not  only  a certain  but 
expeditious  remedy,  as, 

Take  of  Peruvian  bark,  an  ounce, 

tr 

Extradt  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 

Mucilage  of  gumarabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 

The  fize  of  a walnut  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

When  the  edges  of  the  eye-lids  look  red  and  raw,  or  dif- 
charge, 


Take 
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§C5*  Take  of  White  precipitate,  a fcruple, 

Simple  ointment,  an  ounce. 

Smear  them  with  a feather  dipt  in  it  night  and  morning. 

A cataraCt  requires  the  operation,  viz.  depreffion  or  ex- 
traction of  the  chryltalline  lens. 

If  a gutta  ferena  is  curable,  it  mull  be  helped  by  electri- 
city, llernutatories,  the  dry  vomit,  the  aluminous  egg  ap- 
plication, and  fuch  alteratives  as, 

Take  of  Mercurial  pills, 

Camphire,  of  each  a drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  half  a drachm, 
Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  to  make  them  into  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 


O 


CATARRHAL 
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CATARRHAL  FEVERS. 

^(ATARRHAL  Fevers  are  generally  flow  and  mild , 
exacerbated  toward  evening,  when  the  equilibrium  of 

• * i 

the  atmofphere  is  deftroyed  ; they  are  accompanied  with 
pains  in  the  joints,  ftoppage  of  the  nofe,  deafnefs,  head- 
ach,  cough  and  liftleflnefs,  8cc.  They  are  commonly  called 
colds.  They  produce,  when  negledled,  innumerable  disor- 
ders, as  they  originate  from  an  abatement  or  obftrubtion  of 
infenfible  perfpiration  ; if  that  perfpirable  matter  is  retained 
in  the  circulation  which  ought  to  have  been  thrown  out  of 
the  body,  it  may  foon  putrify,  and  occafion  fevers  pejjimi 
rnoris.  Hence  obferve  how  hazardous  and  frequently  fatal 
(though  little  fufpedted)  that  cuftom  mull  be  of  bleeding  for 
a cold,  when  no  plethora  fubfifts.  To  attenuate  vifcidities 

few  medicines  are  preferable  to  the  fait  ol  wormwood. 

<■* 

When  a cold  is  firft  taken,  an  opiate  (which  a<51s  by  effecting 

a tern- 
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a temporary  plethora)  if  not  coftive,  will  often  remove  it 
like  an  amulet,  as, 

Take  of  the  Thebaic  tindture,  thirty  drops* 

* / 

At  bed  time.  Or, 

gCf3  Take  of  Styrax  pill,  five  grains, 

t 

Emetic  tartar,  one  grain, 

A pill  to  be  taken  at  going  to  bed. 

If  the  fymptoms  are  very  alarming,  give  two  grains  of  the 
emetic  tartar,  well  rubbed  with  ten  grains  of  white  fugar,  for 
a vomit,  drinking  nothing  during  the  operation.  Either  of 
the  following  are  exceeding  efficacious  in  the  removal  of  a 
cold,  and  far  preferable  to  bleeding  : 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  a drachm  and  half. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces. 

Volatile  aromatic  fpirit,  half  an  ounce, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  two  drachms, 

A mixture.  Let  three  fpoonfuls  be  taken  every  fourth  hour. 

CLz 
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Take  of  fEthiop’s  mineral,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Crude  antimony. 

Gum  guaiacum,  of  each  two  drachms* 

Honey,  enough  to  make  an  eledtuary. 

The  quantity  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

N.  B,  Thofe  who  value  their  health,  and  are  liable  to 
colds,  fhould  lie  with  very  light  covering  in  bed.  One  pair 
of  blankets  is  at  all  times  fufficient. 


Cough , Suffocating  Catarrh,  and  Hoarfenefs. 

A Cough  is  a convulfive  motion  of  the  diaphragm,  gene- 
rally owing  to  an  irritation  of  the  larynx.  By  chewing 
a hard  cruft,  or  piece  of  fea-bifcuit,  on  going  to  bed,  the 
glands  will  be  emptied  of  that  acrid  faliva  wherewith  they 
are  diftended,  and  confequently  that  teazing  defluxion  will 
be  prevented,  and  that  tickling  fenfation  which  is  fo  trouble- 

fome 
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fome  in  the  night.  A plaifter  of  Burgundy  pitch  between 
the  fhoulders  will  wonderfully  relieve  a cough  ; it  fhould  be 
worn  continually  for  fome  weeks.  If  the  thyroid  gland  is 

fwelled  fo  as  to  render  deglutition  difficult,  apply  a poul- 
tice of  bread  and  milk  to  the  throat,  and  a velicatory  to 
the  neck. 

0 

The  fulfocating  catarrh  is  an  affeflion  of  the  larynx,  when 
the  afpera  arteria  is  irritated,  and  the  glottis  conflringed,  fo 
as  to  endanger  immediate  fuffocation.  If  plethoric,  bleed  : 
let  the  face  be  held  over  the  fleam  of  boiling  milk  ; a bread 
and  milk  poultice  be  wrapped  round  the  throat,  and  give  an 
emetic*',  opiates  and  agglutinants. 

A hoarfenefs  is  an  affedion  of  the  afpera  arteria,  caufed 
by  an  effufion  of  a thin  acrid  lymph,  or  an  abrafion  of  its 
internal  mucus.  Half  a pint  of  new  milk,  with  half  a pound 
of  fuet  diffolved  in  it,  and  drank  warm,  will  almoft  inftanta- 

neoufly  relieve,  but  is  by  no  means  a pleafant  draught. 

\ 

* Take  of  Emetic  tartar,  ten  grains,, 

Pure  water,  an  ounce, 

Of  this  let  a tea-fpoonful  be  taken  every  half  hour  ’till  the  effect  is  produced. 


Od?  Taker 
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$3*  Take  of  Balfam  of  fulphur,  five  drachms,, 
Oil  of  anifeeds,  one  drachm. 


Of  this  bottle  of  drops,  let  ten  be  taken  on,  fugar  three  or 
four  times  a day.  It  is  an  admirable  medicine  for  a cough, 

as  well  as  for  a hoarfenefs. 

© 

To  return  to  a cough.  Nettle-feeds  mixed  up  with  honey 
into  an  electuary,  is  no  defpicable  remedy  ; the  fize  of  a 
nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  Or  a fpoonful  of 
the  expreffed  juice  of  turnips  twice  a day,  fweetened  with 
as  much  fugar-candy  as  will  render  it  palatable.  Or,  two 
ounces  of  garlic,  infufed  in  a bottle  of  mountain-wine,  a 
glafsful  morning  and  night.  Or  (which  exceeds  every 
thing  elfe)  balfam  of  Gapivi,  an  ounce  ; of  thefe  drops  take 
twenty  on  fugar  twice  or  thrice  a day.  Or,  balm  of  Gilead. 
Twenty  drops  of  tinclure  of  cantharides  in  a glafs  of  water 
night  and  morning,  or  any  of  the  following  medicines,  the 
efficacy  of  which  may  be  depended  on. 

(d*  Tate  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Elecampane,  fix  drachms, 

Locatelli’s  balfam,  half  an  ounce, 


Myrrh, 
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Myrrh,  two  drachms. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  a drachm, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  enough  for  an  electuary, 

The  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Affa  fcetida. 

Gum  ammoniac,  of  each  a drachm. 

Squills  powdered,  ten  grains. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  as  much  as  is  fufiicient* 

Make  twenty-four  pills,  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.. 

Take  of  Elixir  of  vitriol,  twenty  drops* 

Night  and  morning.  If  coftive, 

gCj*  Take  of  Alfa  fcetida, 

Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcruples* 

Squills  dried,  ten  grains. 

Oil  of  amber,  enough  for  pills,. 

Twenty-four  : two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  Or, 


Taka' 
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Take  of  AiTa  fcetida,  a drachm. 

Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples, 
Kermes  mineral, 

Socotrine  aloes,  of  each  one  fcruple, 
Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 


Twenty- four* 


Take  of  Conferve  of  orange-peel,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  olives, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  of  each  an  ounce, 

^ r <.  fr 

Spirit  of  vitriol,  enough  to  make  it  gratefully  acid. 


A lin&us  ; a tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  at  pleafure. 


Take  of  Coltsfoot-flowers,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Horehound, 

Hyflfop,  of  each  half  an  ounce,  boil  a little  in  a quart 


of  water. 

Extract  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 


Make  a mixture,  of  which  a tea-cupful  may  be  drank  thrice 


Take 
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Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Extract  of  liquorice,  two  drachms. 

Myrrh,  one  drachm. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 


Dofe,  the  fize  of  a chefnut,  twice  a dav. 

* * 


PERIPNEUMONIA  G NOT  HA. 

rJ~'’HE  Ballard  Peripneumony,  or  Humoral  Aflhma,  is  a 
difeafe  very  different  from  the  true  Peripneumony, 

and  owing  to  a redundance  of  ferum  in  the  lungs,  which  are 
overflowed,  as  it  were,  with  a cold  pituita : this  phlegm 
ftagnating  in  the  extremities  of  the  capillary  branches  of  the 
pulmonary  artery,  produces  effecls  very  fxmilar  to  thofe  of  a 
real  inflammation,  though  the  neceffary  difcrimination  is  to 
be  made  with  great  facility. 


R 
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The  caufes.  A deficiency  of  vital  heat;  diminution  of  the 
vis  vitae  ; redundancy  of  ferum  ; teneritude  of  the  mufcular 
fibre,  indolence  or  inactivity,  preceding  diforders,  profufe 
evacuations,  whatever  puts  too  fpeedily  in  motion  that 
which  ftagnates  in  the  lungs. 

The  diagnojlics . The  patient  is  at  firft  feized  with  a 
hidden  coldnefs  and  rigor,  and  lofes  his  ftrength  very  fall; 
pallid  countenance,  fenfation  of  wearinefs,  laffitude,  fhort- 
ncfs  of  breath,  fpafmodic  conftriCtion  of  the  lungs,  a flight 
heCtic  fever,  ropinefs  of  the  faliva,  anxiety  about  the  prae- 
cordia,  fwelled  ancles,  increafing  debility,  a teazing  cough, 
anorexia. 

The progno/tics.  It  is  a very  fallacious  diftemper.  Some- 
times it  terminates  (and  very  often,  in  cacheCiic  habits)  in 
fudden  and  unexpected  death.  It  is  always  attended  with 
danger,  for  there  is  no  diforder  of  which  more  perfons  die  ; 
perhaps  every  one  is  peripneumonic  for  a few  minutes  at 
leaft  before  a natural  death,  becaufe  the  blood  that  is  pro- 
pelled from  the  right  ventricle  of  the  heart,  from  the  de- 
clenflon  of  mufcular  motion,  cannot  then  pafs  through  the 

anfraCluous 
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anfra&uous  angufliae  of  the  lungs,  without  occafioning  that 
anhelous  refpiration. 

The  cure.  It  is  unneceffary  to  fay  that  in  this  cafe  phle- 
botomy would  be  deleterious.  For  common  drink  give  the 
pectoral  decoction,  with  large  quantities  of  hydromel  ; vefi- 
catories  of  no  fmall  dimenhons  are  neceffary,  and  fhould  be 
frequently  repeated.  A feton  fhould  be  made  on  the  fide 
of  the  fixth  vertebra  of  the  neck,  in  a perpendicular  form  ; 
change  of  air  is  of  conliderable  utility,  though  even  to  one 
no  better  than  that  which  the  patient  was  in  before  ; acids 
may  be  given  with  advantage,  for  the  generally  received  opi- 
nion that  they  are  inimical  to  the  lungs,  is  not  confirmed  by 
experience  ; broths  are  ufeful.  A tea-fpoonful  of  the  ex- 
preffed  juice  of  garlic  may  be  adminiftered  night  and  morn- 
ing with  great  advantage.  The  dry  vomit  mu  ft  not  be 
omitted,  as. 

Take  of  Blue  vitriol. 

Emetic  tartar,  of  each  feven  grains. 

For  three  powders  ; one  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a- week, 
in  the  morning  faffing  ; let  the  patient  {train,  without 
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drinking  any  thing  ’till  fome  yellow  or  greenifh  matter  is 
ejected,  and  then  if  the  naufea  does  not  go  off,  take  half  a 
glafs  of  brandy  ; if  that  fhould  be  thrown  up,  a repetition  of 
it  will  foon  fettle  the  ftomach. 

r 

5CJ3  Take  of  Balfam  of  Capivi,  an  ounce, 

A bottle  of  drops. 

Of  thefe  let  twenty  be  taken  on  fugar  night  and  morning. 
Whatever  other  medicines  are  ufed,  this  ought  not  to  be  dif- 
penfed  with.  Diuretics  are  Angularly  ferviceable,  and  one 
that  will  give  place  to  no  other  is, 

{jCj  Take  of  Tincture  of  cantharides,  an  ounce. 

A tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Lenient  cathartics  are  abfolutely  necelfary,  which  fhould 
be  repeated  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  as. 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a drachm. 

Gamboge,  fifteen  grains, 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  twelve  pills, 


Three 
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Three  or  four  to  be  taken  every  morning,  one  at  a time,  at 
an  hour’s  diftance  each. 

Take  of  Extradt  of  caflia,  an  ounce. 

Four  figs, 

Liquorice  root. 

Senna  leaves,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Boiling  water,  four  ounces, 

Infufe  and  flrain  for  a purging  draught.  Or  the  following, 
which  is  a very  elegant  one  : 

Take  of  Senna  leaves,  three  drachms. 

Lemon  peel,  two  drachms. 

Soluble  tartar,  ten  grains, 

Pedtoral  decodtion,  four  ounces. 

Let  it  be  poured  boiling  hot  on  the  ingredients,  and  when 
cold  ftrain  for  a purging  potion. 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  five  fcruples. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  one  fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Capivi,  enough  to  make  into  pills. 


Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  once  or  twice  a day. 

2 For 
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For  perfons  upwards  of  fifty,  : 

Take  of  Gum  ammoniac,  two  drachms, 

Squills,  fifteen  grains. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night.  See 
cough,  and  the  following. 


ASTHMA. 

A N Afthma  is  a difficult  and  laborious  refpi.ration,  owing 
to  the  compreffion,  coardation,  or  obftrudion  of  the 
pulmonary  velfels,  and  is  either  continual  or  periodical. 

The  caufe  of  a continual  afthma  is  a compreffion  of  the 
veins,  bronchial  velfels,  pulmonary  veficulae  or  nerves ; 
this  may  be  occafioned  by  a hydrops  pedoris,  empyema, 
phlegmon,  abfcefs,  vomica,  tubercles,  polypus  in  the  blood- 

velfels. 
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vefTels,  coagulation  of  the  blood  itfelf,  corpulence,  gibbofity, 
adhefion  of  the  lungs  to  the  pleura,  emphyfematous  tu- 
mours of  them,  inflammation  of  the  flomach. 

The  caufe  of  a periodical  aflhma,  is  a compreflion  of  the 
veffels  and  bronchial  veflculae,  owing  to  a (low  halitus,  or 
acid  gas,  which  impedes  the  courfe  of  the  nervous  influence 
along  the  par  vagum,  and  in  fome  meafure  expels  it,  not 
leaving  a fufficiency  of  vital  heat  to  diftend  the  bronchial 
veflculae  to  their  ufual  extent  ; this  appears  fooner  or  later, 
as  the  fermentation  in  the  flomach  is  fooner  or  later  per- 
formed, as  I have  obferved  in  numbers  of  inftances.  It 
commonly  fucceeds  other  diforders,  as  an  intermittent, 
variolae,  the  mealies,  catarrh,  peripneumony,  cacochymy, 
hyfterics,  and  unneceflary  phlebotomy,  ora  fudden  change 
of  the  non-naturals,  efpecially  of  the  air  : It  feems  not  to 
be  an  idiopathic  difeafe. 

The  proximate  cauje  of  both  is  a fpafmodic  conflriclion, 
coardlation,  or  irritation  of  the  organs  of  refpiration. 

The  diagnojlics  appear  from  what  has  been  obferved  above. 
A difficult  refpiration,  when  the  breath  is  drawn  oftener  and 
quicker  than  ufual,  is  called  Dyfpnoea.  A frequent  and 

large 
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large  rcfpi ration,  when  the  diaphragm  and  intercoftal  mufcles 
are  violently  agitated  with  fnorting  or  wheezing,  is  termed 
an  afthma.  The  greateft  difficulty  of  breathing,  when  the 
patient  cannot  fetch  his  breath  without  fitting  upright  in 

bed,  and  even  then  not  without  the  vehement  and  operofe 
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working  of  the  mufcles  of  the  breaft  and  fcapula,  is  nomi- 
nated orthopnoea. 

The  prognojlics . A plethoric  afthma  is  eafily  cured,  re- 
quiring only  the  difcreet  ufe  of  phlebotomy  or  cupping. 
A fpontaneous  diarrhoea  is  an  exceeding  good  fign.  If  it  is 
inveterate,  or  if  the  patient  is  advanced  in  years,  the  cafe  is 
difficult.  If  pus  is  formed,  it  forebodes  convulfions,  a 
phthifis,  ordropfy.  If  owing  to  another  difeafe,  it  requires 
die  fame  treatment  with  the  refpetftive  diforder. 

Th  e cure . I he  diet  fhould  be  taken  from  thofe  things 
which  are  cafieft  of  digeftion,  and  confequently  ought  to  be 
of  animal  fubftance,  which  will  not  only  digeft  with  greater 
facility,  but  ten  times  fooner  than  any  of  the  vegetable 
tribe.  Milk  fhould  be  taken  for  breakfaft  and  for  fupper  ; 
broth,  fpoon-meats,  and  much  the  fame  regimen  is  requifite 
as  in  the  phthifis.  A clear,  dry  air,  exercife,  clyfters,  a 

Teton 


( !29  ) 

feton  cut  in  a perpendicular  dire&ion,  iffues,  a Burgundy 
pitch  plailter  between  the  fhoulders,  perpetual  veficatories, 
frequent  emetics,  cathartics,  the  balfam  of  Capivi,  and  the 
dry  vomit.  See  cough,  and  peripneumonia  gnotha. 

The  allhmatic  pills : 

§3*  Take  of  Affa  foetida,  a drachm. 

Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples, 

Socotrine  aloes, 

#* 

Kermes  mineral,  of  each  one  fcruple. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  enough  for  pills, 

* . »-* 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night.  Or,  if 
very  coftive. 


$3  Take  of  Affa  fcetida, 

Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcruples. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  enough  for  pills, 

T wenty- four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night.  Or, 
the  ammoniac  pills  in  the  laid  article. 

' S 
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If  opiates  may  be  given  with  fafety,  viz.  if  the  body  is  fuf- 
ficiently  open,  to  render  the  nights  more  tolerable,  and  to 
procure  a truce, 

Take  of  Styrax  pill,  one  drachm. 

Make  into  twelve  pills,  one  to  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

§3*  Take  of  Emetic  tartar,  three,  four/five,  or  more  grains. 

As  the  cafe  requires,  for  a vomit,  to  be  taken  falling,  and 
drinking  nothing  after  it,  for  two  or  three  hours  ; to  be 
repeated  every  week  or  ten  days. 

The  following  ele&uaries  have  been  extremely  fervice- 
able  : 

Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Locatelli’s  balfam,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  anifeed,  a drachm, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  fufficient  to  make  an  eleftuary, 

Dofe,  the  bignefs  of  a nutmeg,  every  morning  and  evening, 
keeping  the  body  open  with  rhubarb.  Or, 


Take 
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Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce, 

,\  * 

Extradl  of  liquorice,  three  drachms, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  enough  for  an  eledluary. 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day.  Or, 

m 

Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  an  ounce. 

Extract  of  liquorice. 

Elecampane,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

Oil  of  anileeds,  two  drachms, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  is  fufficient : 

Of  this  eleduary,  let  the  bignefs  of  a walnut  be  taken  night 
and  morning. 


AUXILIARIES. 

Take  of  Shavings  of  falfafras, 

Coltsfoot  flowers. 

Maidenhair,  of  each  equal  parts. 

Of  this,  half  an  ounce  may  be  made  into  tea,  to  be  drank 
inftead  of  common  tea,  fweetened  with  honey. 

Take  of  On  ions,  two  ounces, 

S 2 


Boil 
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Boil  in  a pint  and  half  of  water  to  a pint,  flrain,  and  let  a 
tea-cupful  fweetened  to  the  tafle  be  taken  two  or  three  times 
a day.  Raw  onions,  with  plenty  of  pepper  and  fait,  may 
be  eaten  every  day  to  great  advantage. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  mallow  flowers,  half  an  ounce,, 

Balfamic  fyrup. 

Oil  of  olives,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Spirit  of  vitriol,  twenty  drops* 

A lin&us,  to  be  taken  at  pleafure. 

Take  of  Tinfture  of  cantharides,  an  ounce, 

• * >• 

Of  thefe  drops  a tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken  twice  a day. 

Take  of  Colt’s-foot  flowers,  an  ounce. 

Boil  in  a pint  and  half  of  water  to  a pint ; fqueeze  them  dry. 
Let  this  pint  be  drank  every  day  very  warm,  holding  the 
face  firft  over  the  fleam,  while  boiling  hot,  ’till  cool  enough 
to  drink. 

N.  B.  Half  an  ounce  of  horehound  may  be  added. 
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CEPHALALGIA. 

^^Ephalalgia  is  a fenfation  of  pain  in  the  head. 

Cephalsea  is  an  inveterate  (and  fuppofed  hereditary) 
pain  in  the  head. 

Hemicrania  is  a pain  in  the  middle  of  the  head.  They  are 
all  owing  to  the  fame  caufes,  and  require  the  fame  method 
of  cure. 

The  caufes.  Little  acrid  patricles  of  blood  or  lymph, 
which  vellicate  or  diftend  the  membranes  or  nervous 
fibrillae  ; ftrong  liquors  drank  too  profufely,  fpafms,  flaying 
too  long  in  the  heat  of  the  fun,  immoderate  exercife,  intenfe 
fludy,  fermentation  in  the  flomach,  acid  gas  or  halitus,  a 
deficiency  of  heat  in  the  encephalon,  a plethora,  coflivenefs. 

The  diagnojlic  is  fufficiently  obvious. 

The  prognoflics.  If  fyrnptomatic,  it  is  to  be  profligated 
by  the  removal  of  that  difeafe  which  is  the  occafion  of  it. 

The 
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The  more  fuperficial  the  eafier  it  is  to  be  cured  ; the  deeper, 
the  (harper,  and  if  of  long  continuance,  with  the  more  dif- 
ficulty. If  accompanied  with  a vertigo,  noife  in  the  ears, 
ftrabifmus , or  deafnefs , if  not  removed,  it  will  terminate  in  an 
apoplexy,  epilepfy,  or  hydrocephalus  internus.  If  attended 
with  a coma,  it  will  end  in  a lethargy;  if  with  aeruginous 
vomiting,  in  a mania.  A defluxion  of  blood  or  pus  from 
the  no  ft  ri  Is  often  cures  it.  Turbid  urine  indicates  a conti- 
nuance of  the  malady.  If  the  pain  ftrikes  into  the 
orbits,  or  the  patient  be  advanced  in  years,  the  cure  is  very 
problematical. 

The  cure.  If  It  proceeds  from  the  ftomach,  give  an  emetic. 
If  from  a plethora  (which  a chronical  head-ach  rarely,  if 
ever  does)  bleed  or  cup.  If  from  a redundance  of  acrid 
ferum,  which  is  a ufual  concomitant,  if  not  the  procatardlic 
caufe,  aloetic  purges  are  the  fureft  and  mo  ft  expeditious  re- 
medy. Veficatories,  felons,  cephalic  plaifters,  fternutato- 

\ 

ties,  diaphoretics  and  opiates,  are  all  indicated,  and  may  be 
made  ufe  of  according  to  the  difcretion  of  the  pradlitioner. 
A bliftcr  may  be  laid  over  the  whole  head,  and  kept  on  ’till 

it  comes  oft  of  life  If,  which  will  be  on  the  fourth  or  fifth 

day. 


day.  For  common  drink  valerian  tea  is  excellent.  Sitting 
for  a few  minutes  with  the  feet  immerfed  in  warm  water  will 
fometimes  yield  inftantaneous  relief.  Ginger  is  the  mol! 
excellent  of  all  nervines  ; in  this  and  all  other  diforders 
affeCting  the  nerves,  it  may  be  given  to  two  fcruples,  twice 
or  thrice  a day  : few  Jits  will  withftand  its  power.  Slight 
electrical  {hocks  will  often  remove  it.  If  external,  which 
may  be  known  by  increaling  on  preffure,  diffolve  a drachm 
of  camphire  in  half  an  ounce  of  aether,  and  pouring  a little 
into  the  palm  of  the  hand,  let  it  be  applied  to  the  pained 
part.  If  an  old  and  crabbed  cafe,  give  the  dry  vomit,  as,. 

4 * 

Take  of  Blue  vitriol* 

Emetic  tartar,  of  each  two  grains  and  a half. 

* 

Let  this  powder  be  taken  in  half  a fpoonful  of  water,  in 
the  morning  fading,  without  drinking  any  thing  during  the 
operation  : but  when  yellow  or  greenifh  matter  is  thrown 
off  from  the  flomach,  half  a glafs  of  brandy  may  be  taken  to 
remove  the  naufea  : if  that  is  rejeCled,  as  it  will  be,  if  there 
is  more  corrupted  bile  to  be  thrown  up,  a repetition  in  a 
few  minutes  after  will  foon  fettle  the  flomach.  Plaifters  or 
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Burgundy  pitch  may  be  applied  to  the  temples,  or  behind 
the  ears.  A fomentation  for  the  whole  head  of  equal  quan- 
tities of  theban  tincture  and  vinegar,  will  often  give  eafe  ; 
or  equal  quantities  ol  fpirits  ol  wine  camphorated,  com- 
pound fpirits  of  lavender  and  vinegar.  An  errhine  may  be 
given  to  fnuff  up  the  nofe  of  brandy  and  vinegar  equal  quan- 
tities ; or  of  fpirits  of  wine  camphorated.  Sternutatories 
ought  not  to  be  omitted,  as  white  hellebore  root,  or  afara- 
bacca  leaves.  A pinch  of  either  (in  powder)  to  be  taken,  as 
if  it  were  fnuff,  every  night  after  getting  into  bed. 

If  the  pain  is  very  excruciating  in  the  night,  thirty  or 
forty  drops  of  the  thebaic  tin  (dure  may  be  taken  at  bed- 
time, and  the  next  morning  a draught  given,  compofed  of 
an  ounce  of  aloetic  alcaline  wine,  and  half  an  ounce  of  cin- 
namon water. 

Habitual  head-achs,  arifing  from  confiipation  of  the 
bowels,  foon  yield  to  the  following  pills  : they  are  indeed  a 
noble  medicine,  and  too  much  cannot  be  faid  in  their  praife. 
The  author  has  ordered  them  many  thoufands  of  times  and 
they  never  difappointed  his  expectations. 


Take 
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CC3"*  Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  one  drachm, 

Kermes  mineral, 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Guaiacine  baifam,  enough  to  make  Into  pills, 

Number  twenty- four  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning, 
if  they  do  not  open  the  body  too  much.  Or, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a drachm, 

Kermes  mineral. 

Calomel,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Guaiacine  baifam,  enough  for  pills, 

Thirty-two  ; two  to  be  taken  every  night* 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwoods  half  an  ounce. 

Water,  a pint. 

> 

A tea-cupfull  night  and  morning. 

If  the  patient  is  not  coftive,  and  the  pain  returns  periodi- 
cally, give  the  bark, 

\ 
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E p I L E P S Y. 

A N Epilepfy  is  a fudden  proft  ration  of  the  vis  vitae,  with 
^ ^ a violent  concuffion  of  the  mufcles,  and  lofs  of  the 
fenfes  both  external  and  internal.  It  is  called  catalepfy, 
caducus,  catoche;  morbus  facer,  comitialis,  and  Herculeus. 

The  caufes.  A bad  conformation  of  the  encephalon  ; 
corruption,  or  erohon  of  the  meninges  ; quickfilver,  by 
what  means  foever  conveyed  to  the  brain ; an  increafed  flux 
offerum  into  the  head,  hydatides  below  the  corpus  callofum, 
violent  exercife,  profufe  venery,  ftrong  thinking,  a fright, 
all  vehement  affedfions  of  the  nervous  fyftem,  excruciating 
pain,  hyflerics,  irritation  from  worms,  toothing,  an  acrid 
humor,  the  infedtion  of  the  variolae,  the  obflruciion  of 
fome  fecretion  ; various  forts  of  vapors,  as  the  fleams  from 
liquors  in  a hate  of  fermentation,  or  an  acid  gas. 

The  diagnojiics.  A fenfation  of  weight  in  the  head,  or  of 
preffure  over  the  eyes  ; of  heavinefs  in  the  joints,  frothing 


( 1 39  ) 

at  the  mouth,  foolifhnefs,  tinnitus  aurium,  forgetfulnefs,  a 
thin  and  crude  urine,  gnafhing  of  the  teeth,  a deprivation 
of  all  feeling  : palenefs  of  the  countenance,  inordinate  mo- 
tion of  the  tongue,  fhrieks,  clenched  hands,  fudden  fall  to 
the  ground,  dimnefs  of  fight  ; from  the  violence  of  the 
paroxyfms,  an  ejection  of  food,  mucus,  lymph,  or  bile  : in- 
voluntary difcharge  of  urine,  femen,  or  excrements ; on 
recovery,  no  remembrance  of  what  had  palled  ; impaired 
intellects. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  either  idiopathic  or  fymptomatic. 
If  hereditary,  and  a delirium  fupervenes  after  the  fits,  it  is 
incurable.  From  the  frequency  of  the  fits  arife  lofs  of 
memory,  dulnefs,  ftolidity,  palfy,  apoplexy,  and  death  itfelf. 
An  involuntary  excretion  of  the  foeces,  the  fits  being  of  long 
duration,  and  the  brain  primarily  affected,  are  figns  that 
the  cure  will  not  be  effected  without  great  difficulty.  If  the 
caufe  is  in  the  folids,  it  is  irremovable.  From  the  injuries 
which  the  nerves  fuffer  there  follow  contractions,  deformity 
and  diflortions.  In  children,  when  a quartan  fupervenes, 
th ejits  go  off.  Ir  owing  to  worms  they  are  eafily  curable; 

T2  If 
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if  to  fpafras,  and  properly  treated,  they  are  not  very  re- 
fractory. 

The  cure.  In  the  paroxyfm,  let  a loud  noife  be  made  in 
the  ear,  and  apply  fpirit  of  fait  ammoniac  to  the  nofe,  or 
blow  up  the  noftrils  a little  white  hellebore,  or  black  pepper  ; 
bathe  the  temples  and  wrifts  with  vinegar  : if  the  mouth 
can  be  opened,  put  into  it  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  of  oil  of 
amber  on  powdered  fugar,  or  give  a drachm  of  tincture  of 
caftor  in  half  an  ounce  of  ftrong  cinnamon  water.  As  I 
never  faw  a plethoric  epileptic,  I never  ordered  the  ufe  of 
the  lancet  for  any  one,  nor  can  I think  it  by  any  means  al- 
lowable. Purges  are  often  proper,  and  of  confiderable 
utility,  even  twice  or  thrice  a week ; fa  are  chalybeate  waters, 
i flues,  fetons,  blifters,  the  cold  bath,  alkalis,  anthelmintics, 
anti-hyflerics,  cardiacs,  nervines,  opiates,  lancing  the  gums, 
the  trepan,  electricity,  and  the  dry  vomit. 

The  diet  fhould  be  of  animal  food  for  dinner,  with  milk 
conflantly  for  breakfaft  and  fupper  : vegetables  of  all  forts 
are  to  be  avoided,  wines  alfo,  and  malt  liquors  ; fpirits  di- 
luted with  water  may  be  drank  with  fafety.  Gentle  and 

1 frequent 
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frequent  exercife  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  change  of  air  and 
ainufements  are  not  to  be  neglecded. 

SClf1  Take  of  Blue  vitriol. 

Emetic  tartar,  of  each  eight  grains. 

For  three  powders,  one  of  which  fhould  be  taken  at  lead 
twice  a week,  in  a morning  fading  : let  the  patient  drain, 
without  drinking  any  thing,  ’till  he  throws  up  forne  yellow 
or  greenifh  matter,  and  if  his  deknefs  doth  not  go  off,  then 
take  half  a glafs  of  brandy  ; if  that  fhould  be  puked,  another 
half  glafs  will  perfe&Iy  fettle  the  domach.  Nothing  can  be 

more  mild,  fafe,  or  gentle,  than  one  of  thefe  vomits,  and  I 

/ 

have  known  great  numbers  of  perfons,  by  whom  the  repeti- 
tion of  them  was  more  eagerly  requeded  than  opiates  have 
been  by  thofe  who  were  in  pain. 

I fhall  now  fubjoin  all  the  medicines  which  I ever  ufed  that 
proved  efficacious  in  the  removal  of  this  diforder,  and  many 
hundreds  of  cafes  I have  been  fortunate  enough  to  fucceed  in. 
Let  it  be  added,  that  the  dry  vomit  was  never  omitted, 
excepting  in  thofe  cafes  which  were  owing  to  worms,  or 
fpafms,  and  then  the  following  pills  and  drops  have  never 
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once  failed  to  anfwer  expedition.  Of  the  reft,  the  mofl 
proper  mu  ft  be  left  to  the  choice  of  the  preferiber. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron*  of  each  a drachm, 

13 a! fa m of  Pern*  enough  for  pills* 

Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning, 
wafhing  them  down  with  a glafs  of  water,  in  which  put  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  thefe  drops  : 

Take  of  Tincture  of  affa  foetida,  two  ounces, 

For  a bottle  of  drops. 

Take  of  White  hellebore*  a fcruple. 

Ginger*  ten  grains, 

Euphorbium,  two  grains. 

Of  this  fnuff  let  a pinch  be  taken  every  night  after  getting 
into  bed. 

Take  of  Bark,  one  ounce, 

Valerian  root,  fix  drachms, 

Ginger,  half  an  ounce. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  ele&uary, 

Dofe, 
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Dofe,  the  quantity  of  a walnut  night  and  morning,  wafhing 
it  down  with  a tea-cupful  of  the  following  mixture  ; 

Take  of  Piony  root, 

Mifletoe,  of  each  two  ounces, 

Boil  it  in  two  pints  of  water  to  a pint  ; to  the  colature  add 
two  drachms  of  fait  of  wormwood. 

Take  of  The  aloetic  alcaline  wine,  an  ounce, 

Strong  cinnamon  water, 

Tindture  of  wood-foot,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

k 

A draught,  to  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion. 

Take  of  Valerian  root,  an  ounce. 

Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Factitious  cinnabar,  half  an  ounce. 

Filings  of  iron,  a drachm  and  half. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a walnut  morning  and  evening,  wafhing  it 
down  with  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  following  drops,  in  a 
sdafs  of  water  : 

O 
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Take  of  V olatile  tindure  of  valerian, 

Volatile  tindure  of  bark,  of  each  an  ounce, 

For  a bottle  of  drops. 

Take  of  ginger,  half  an  ounce, 

To  be  divided  into  fix  powders,  one  to  be  taken  twice 
a day. 

4 

r:  * 

Take  of  Madder*  half  a drachm, 

, to 


be  taken  night  and  morning.  See  Cepha- 
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FLATUS. 

T^Latulencies  are  of  all  diforders  the  mold  common,  and 
have,  perhaps,  the  leaft  attention  paid  to  them,  not- 
withftanding  that  few  perfons  are  free  from  fome  difagree- 
able  circumflances,  owing  to  wind,  for  the  too  rapid  efcape 

of  the  fixed  air  from  vegetables  eaten,  proves  the  fource  of 

* 

fome  of  the  worft  and  mod  crabbed  chronic  cafes. 

The  caufes.  An  acid  gas  arifing  from  a too  fpeedy  fer- 
mentation in  the  ftomach.  It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine 
what  a variety  of  bad  confequences  are  produced  from  the 
detention  of  elaftic  air  in  the  bowels.  Many  of  thefe  dif- 
orders are  by  the  common  people  called  the  fpleen  in  men 
and  the  mother  in  women. 

The  diagnojlics.  Breaking  wind  upwards,  downwards  ; 
inceffant  eriuftations,  pain  in  the  ftomach,  rumbling  noife 
in  the  bowels,  lofs  of  appetite,  heart-burn,  four  breath, 

U fenfation 
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fenfation  of  pent-up  wind,  borborygmi  ; acid,  or  nidorous 
belchings ; bad  talte  in  the  mouth,  tumour  at  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach  ; fwelling  of  the  abdomen,  or  the  right  epigallre  ; 
pain  in  the  left  fide,  dyfpnoea,  head-ach,  fenfation  of  fullnefs 
after  eating;  naufea,  efpecially  in  the  morning,  and  what  the 
Scotch  call  dry  boaking ; obRrmfied  bile,  coltivenefs,  paffing 
of  worms  or  llime,  fpafms  of  the  urinary  veffels,  fometimes 
a diarrhoea,  afh-coloured  excrements  ; in  females,  generally 
an  obftrudion  of  the  catamenia.  It  is  almoft  an  infeparable 

concomitant  of  all  bilious  or  gravelly  complaints. 

The  prognojlics.  If  of  long  continuance,  it  will  require 
fome  time,  but  no  great  difficulty  to  remove.  If  the  wind 
is  not  determined  downwards,  the  diforder,  though  feem- 
ingly  cured,  will  return.  In  fanguineous  habits,  or  if  at- 
tended with  an  habitual  diarrhoea,  it  is  molt  troublefome  to 
manage. 

» 

The  cure.  The  predominant  acid  in  the  ftomach  is  to  be 
corre&ed  and  deftroyed  by  alkalis,  emetics  and  eccoprotics; 
the  wind  is  to  be  expelled  by  proper  carminatives,  nervines, 

V 

and  cardiacs  ; the  alvine  tube  to  be  kept  open  by  aloetics, 
or  antimonials  : if  accompanied  with  a diarrhoea,  give  the 

3 bark. 
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bark,  with  opiates  ; ginger,  caltor,  philonium  Londinenfe, 
tin&ure  of  woodfoot,  and  fuch  like.  A milk  diet,  at  leaft 
morning  and  evening,  is  very  advifeable.  Abftinence  from 

fruit,  vegetables,  malt,  and  other  fermenting  liquors,  is  in- 

' \ 
f f * * 

difpenfably  necelfary ; animal  food,  and  fpirits  diluted  with 

^ , , *■ . - • , , t ' ' - ( 

water  may  be  ufed  fafely,  and  the  warmer  any  liquid  is 
drank  the  better.  Pains,  ficknefs,  and  common  diforders  of 
the  llomach,  are  foonelt  removed  by  half  a pint  of  boiling 
water,  taken  as  hot,  and  as  fall  as  it  can  be  fupped.  Obfti- 

• ^ ' t <4  .4 

nate  fixed  pains  in  the  fldes  and  loins,  of  many  years  Hand- 
ing, have  foon  yielded  to  the  following  carminative  : 

Take  of  Bay  berries,  fix  drachms. 

Grains  of  paradife,  two  drachms, 

Socotrine  aloes, 

f • , * V / * ' * ' • 1 ' . 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcruples. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  enough  to  make  an  ele&uary  : 

» 

The  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
This,  though  not  a pleafant,  is  a moil  powerful  medicine, 

the  wonderful  efficacy  of  which  I have  experienced  in  a 

\ v ‘ 

great  many  thoufands  of  inftances.  Elaftic  air  pent  up  in 

U 2 the 
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the  veffels,  is  often  the  caufe  of  thefe  fixed  pains,  as  well  as 
of  rheumatic  complaints  (which  may  be  known  to  be  the 
caufe  by  their  being  worfe  in  bed)  and  of  vagrant  fpafms. 
In  fuch  cafes,  fome  chalibeate  water,  with  half  as  much 
boiling  water  poured  on  it,  fhould  be  drank  to  the  quantity 
of  half  a pint  two  or  three  times  a day.  r : ^ 

If  attended  with  a diarrhoea. 

Take  of  London  philonium*  an  ounce* 

t «* 

Bark*  fix  drachms* 

v . \ f"  £ ; ■ ' 4 ' 5*  * * • , 

Grains  of  paradife*  three  drachms* 

Filings  of  iron*  one  drachm* 

Syrup  of  ginger*  enough  for  an  eledtuary* 

The  quantity  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

A 

The  following  tin&ure  is  well  deferving  of  a place  in 
the  Chops : 

Stjp  Take  of  Bay  berries,  two  ounces. 

Grains  of  paradife*  one  ounce* 

Ginger*  half  an  ounce* 

Proof  fpiril*  a pint  j 

Digeft 
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Digeft  without  heat  for  three  days,  ftrain  and  fign  the  car- 
minative tindure. 

*■  » " 

• » . ^ v , i r ^ . 1a  *»'  ^ *■  * 

Take  of  The  above  carminative  tindture. 

Volatile  tindture  of  valerian,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  The  above  carminative  tindture,  an  ounce  and  half, 

« - * . 

Foetid  tindture,  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  half  an  ounce, 

Of  thefe  drops  alfo,  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

* 

If  coftive, 

\ 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a drachm, 

§C3^  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four;  two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning, 
walhing  them  down  with  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  either  of  the 
above  drops.  Or  if  not  very  coftive, 


Take 
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Take  of  Socotrine  aloes* 

Alfa  foetlda,  . - 1 

Filings  of  iron*  of  each  two  fcruples, 

• » ; r v * ■ v ' ' ’ 

Long  pepper,  half  a drachm. 

Oil  of  amber,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning, 
taking  after  them  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  following  drops : 

Take  of  Chian  pepper,  or. 

Long  pepper  powdered,  half  an  ounce, 

French  brandy,  a gill, 

Digeft  without  heat  for  three  days,  and  filtre.  Drops. 

Take  of  Carraway  feeds,  three  drachms* 

Galangal,  one  drachm, 

. % f + * , f > • ' 
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Of  this  powder,  a tea-fpoonful  may  be  taken  occafionally 
(when  much  oppreffed  with  wind)  in  a glafs  of  water,  with  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  the  laft-mentioned  drops. 

To  reftore  the  overftrained  fibres  to  their  proper  tone, 
after  the  ftomach  and  bowels  are  well  cleared, 


Take 
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Take  of  Acid  elixir  of  vitriol,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  twenty  be  laken  thrice  a day. 

It  might  not  be  amifs  to  propofe  the  following  queftions 

to  every  patient  in  all  chronical  complaints,  viz.  Have  you 

% 

any  thing  of  the  heart-burn  : any  fournefs  or  heat  in  your 
ftomach  ? does  water  ever  rife  in  your  mouth  ; do  you  feel 
a naufea  or  ficknefs  at  the  ftomach  in  a morning  ; are  you 
oppreffed  with  wind  in  your  bowels  : do  you  find  eafe  in 
difcharging  it ; does  it  ever  rife  up  in  your  throat,  or  feem 
to  fly  between  your  fhoulders  ; have  you  any  pain  in  your 

a 

left  fide,  do  you  feel  a fort  of  weight  or  preflure  over  your 
eyes,  have  you  a fenfation  of  fullnefs  after  eating,  any  hard 
fwelling  at  the  pit  of  your  ftomach,  or  on  the  right  fide  of  it; 
do  you  not  feel  a faintnefs  and  finking  within  you  ; are  you 
coftive  ; do  you  find  any  difficulty  or  uneafinefs  in  making 

I 

urine  ; do  you  ever  void  any  worms  or  (lime  ? A Angle 
affirmative  to  either  of  thofe  queftions  will  warrant  the  ufe 
of  one  of  the  above  formulae,  mutatis  mutandis,  according 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  ; a due  combination  of  fuch 
antifpafmodics,  carminatives,  and  antacids,  keeping  open 
■ ■ the 
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the  inteftinal  canal;  or  retraining  the  aivine  difcharge,  if 
exceffive,  will,  to  the  no  fmall  furprife  of  the  practitioner,  in 
a vaft  variety  of  chronic  cafes,  foon  reftore  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferer  to  a perfect  Hate  of  health,  by  removing  the  caufe  of 
the  difeafe,  as  the  writer  of  this  has  joyfully  experienced  in 
many  thoufands  of  inftances  every  year,  for  thefe  twenty 
years  paft.  - . 


HYPOCHONDRIA. 

HHE  hypochondriacal  affection,  melancholy,  or  lownefs 
L of  fpirits,  is  a fort  of  delirium  without  a fever.  This 
diforder  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  originate  from  the  imagi- 
nation, becaufe  it  is  intenfely  fixed  on  one  particular  object ; 
but,  in  fact,  it  is  entirely  owing  to  a laxity  of  the  mufcular 
fibres  throughout  the  whole  vafcular  fyflem.  - 
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The  caufe.  A deficiency  of  the  vital  heat  in  the  cerebrum 

, f 

(a  caufe  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  which  produces  the 
phrenitis,  though  the  effeds  are  fimilar)  this  may  be  ex- 
pelled therefrom  by  that,  whatever  it  is,  which  dhfipates  the 
more  fluid  parts,  and  fixes  the  reft,  as  agrypnia,  profufe 
venery,  an  acid  gas,  any  exceflive  evacuation,  particularly 

that  of  infenfible  perfpi ration  ; grief,  difappointment,  fear; 

* 

the  immoderate  ufe  of  fallads,  fruits,  vegetables  of  all  forts, 
fugar,  fermenting  liquors,  vinous  or  malt;  indigeftion,  flatu- 
lencies, a fedentary  life,  fevere  ftudies,  want  of  exercife, 
indolence. 

Th z diagnojlics.  The  abfurdity  of  the  patient’s  behaviour, 
inactivity,  dillike  to  motion,  anorexia,  borborygmi,  coftive- 
nefs,  oppreffion  from  wind,  frequent  fighing,  anxiety  about 
the  praecordia,  great  dejedion,  proftration  of  the  vital 
powers,  internal  linkings,  load  at  theftomach,  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  taciturnity,  wild  incoherent  difcourfe,  ridiculous 
notions,  the  mind  being  fixed  on  one  objed. 

The  prognojlics . An  appearance  of  the  piles  is  a good 
fign.  It  is  fometimes  very  tedious,  but  feldom  very  difficult 
to  cure.  If  improper  methods  are  ufed,  fuch  as  bleed- 

X ing, 
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ing,  8cc.  it  often  terminates  in  madnefs,  blindnefs,  an  epilepfy, 
or  apoplexy. 

The  cure.  Draw  off  the  patient’s  attention  from  his  fa- 
vourite objedl  as  much  as  poffible.  Exercife  mull  be  taken, 
generous  wines  may  be  drank  freely,  as  mountain,  red  port, 
or  madeira  : or,  which  is  more  eligible,  fpirits  diluted  with 
water  without  fugar.  The  molt  nourifhing  diet  is  necelfary, 
as  milk,  meat  broths,  particularly  of  pork  ; ftrong  foups, 
jellies,  fago,  vermicelli,  flummery,  falep,  eggs  ; all  forts  of 
fhell-flfh;  as  lobfters,  crabs,  oyfters,  8cc.  flat  fifh;  as  turbots, 
fkait,  dories,  plaice,  See.  foups  made  of  lampreis,  or  cray- 
fifh  ; every  fpecies  of  wild  fowl,  efpecially  groufe,  par- 
tridges, and  pigeons  ; any  animal  food  taken  in  large  quan- 
tities, and  often  repeated.  He  fliould  abftain  from  vegeta- 
bles, fruit,  fugar,  and  malt  liquors.  In  this,  or  any  other 
cafe  arifing  from  weaknefs  of  the  folids,  bleeding  is  inad- 
miffible  : it  would  be  prepofterous  practice  indeed  to  bleed 
an  hypochondriac.  Let  the  patient  drink  the  chalybeate 
waters,  ufe  carminatives,  very  mild  cathartics,  corroborants, 
aromatics,  foetids,  perfumes,  volatiles,  flernutatories,  aloe- 

tics,  emetics,  mercurials,  blifters,  fetons,  fteel,  the  cold 

bath. 
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bath,  infufion  of  horfe-rhadifh,  valerian  tea  and  ginger.  See 
Flatus  and  Epilepfy,  under  which  articles  there  is  fcarce  one 
prefcription  that  is  not  of  confiderable  utility  in  this  malady. 
Begin  the  cure  with  the  dry  vomit,  as, 

Take  of  Emetic  tartar, 

Blue  vitriol,  of  each  feven  grains, 

For  three  powders,  one  to  be  taken  on  an  empty  flomach 
twice  a week.  Either  of  the  under-mentioned  pills  may  be 
given  to  vaft  advantage,  as  gentle  cathartics  ; they  have 
been  often  proved : 

Take  of  Extradt  of  black  hellebore. 

Aromatic  pills,  of  each  a drachm, 

For  twenty-four  pills  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Alfa  fcetida,  a drachm, 

Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Ballam  of  Peru,  as  much  as  is  fufficient : 

X ‘4 
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V.  ’ 

Pills,  number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and 

night.  Or, 

, / 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a drachm. 

Filings  of  iron, 

Kermes  mineral,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four ; two  morning  and  night. 

Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Compound  powder  of  myrrh, 

\ ■’  . '}  ' \ \ t ' - ' \ l 

Ginger,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

Filings  of  iron,  a drachm, 

Tindture  of  cantharides,  enough  to  make  an  eledtuary. 

Of  which  (if  not  coftive)  the  fize  of  a chefnut  may  be  taken 
morning  and  night. 

Take  of  Volatile  tindture  of  valerian. 

Volatile  tindture  of  bark,  of  each  an  ounce. 


Of 
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Of  thefe  drops  two  tea-fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  in  a gl&fs  of 
mountain-wine,  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  The  fternutatory  powder, 

White  hellebore  root,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Euphorbium,  fiye  grains, 

r «s  *r 

Of  this  fnuff  let  a pinch  be  taken  every  night  at  bed  time. 
Errhines  feem  to  deferve  a much  higher  rank  in  pradice, 
than  they  have  hitherto  obtained. 

. 

Take  of  Sour  Elixir  of  vitriol,  an  ounce  $ 

* •'  ' J'~'*  * * * * " ' * * *■  -V  I - 

Of  thefe  drops  give  twenty-five  thrice  a day. 


APOPLEXY® 
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APOPLEXY. 

yi  N Apoplexy  is  a fudden  abolition  of  the  external  and 
internal  fenfes,  and  of  all  voluntary  motion,  with 
fornetimes  a full  pulfe  and  large  refpiration. 

There  are  four  fpecies  or  degrees  of  it. 

The  firlt  is  when  the  patient  breathes,  during  the  pa- 
roxyfm,  in  a manner  very  little  different  from  that  in 
perfe^l  health. 

The  fecond,  when  the  refpiration  is  intermitting,  anhe- 
lous  and  inordinate. 

The  third,  when  the  breath  cannot  be  fetched  without 
great  flruggling,  and  nature  is  obliged  to  exert  all  her  efforts 
to  carry  on  a moft  operofe  refpiration. 

The  fourth,  when  refpiration  for  fome  time  totally  ceafes. 

The  caufe  is  that  which  wholly  impedes  the  efflux  of  the 
nervous  influence,  into  the  cellular  coats  of  the  organs  of 

fenfe 
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fenfe  and  motion.  One  would  imagine  that  the  ancients 
were  acquainted  with  the  real  caufe  of  it,  from  the  deriva- 
tion of  its  name  Apoplexia  from  Apopletto  to  llrike.  The 
above  effect  may  be  produced  (though  it  feldom  is)  from  a 
plethora,  and  too  great  an  accumulation  of  blood  in  the 
ventricles  of  the  brain,  but  much  more  commonly  proceeds 
from  a deficiency  thereof,  and  a redundance  of  vifcid  ferum  ; 
as  aifo  may  be  reckoned  among  the  predifponent  caufes,  a 
large  head,  thick  neck,  corpulence,  fpafmodic  contractions 
of  the  vefl’els,  olfeous  protuberances  within  the  cranium, 
acrimony  of  the  lymph,  irregularity  of  the  non-naturals,  a 
too  liberal  ufe  of  narcotics,  frequent  ebriety,  extravafated 

blood  : inordinate  venery,  efpecially  of  perfons  in  the  de- 

# 

cline  of  life  ; the  affections  of  the  mind,  an  acid  gas,  blows, 
bruifes  and  mercurial  vapors. 

The  diagnojlics.  Preceding  the  paroxyfm,  dimnefs  of  fight, 
lofs  of  memory,  a fudden  and  acute  pain  in  the  head,  fwel- 
ling  of  the  jugulars,  vertigo,  an  unufual  coldnefs  of  the 
extremities,  fupine  indolence,  drowfinefs,  ofcitancy,  trem- 
blings, a firong  pulfe  and  rednefs  of  the  face.  The  reader 
\ 

may  obferve  that  the  figns  are  given  indifcriminately  of 

• the 
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the  Janguineous  * and  Jerous  apoplexy.  In  the  paroxyfm,  de- 

/ T 

privation  of  all  fenfe  and  motion  : the  eyes  are  clofed,  as  if 
he  was  dead  : fnoring,  an  unequal  interrupted  refpiration, 
infenfxbility. 

The prognojlics.  The  fourth  degree  is  always  fatal,  becaufe 
the  conductors  from  the  cerebellum  are  affeCted.  If  the 
pulfe  is  weak,  refpiration  difficult,  the  patient  old,  or  has 
been  feized  before  in  the  fame  manner  ; loud  fnoring,  cold 
fweats,  frothing  at  the  mouth  ; thefe  are  all  fymptoms  of  a 
fatal  tendency.  An  apoplexy  often  terminates  in  a palfy. 
A firong  pulfe  is  a fign  of  recovery  ; if  fucceeding  phlebo- 
tomy, the  patient  will  undoubtedly  do  well. 

* * r. 

* ?T 

The  cure.  Let  the  patient  be  laid  on  his  back,  with  his 
head  raifed.  If  plethoric,  bleed  ; which  will  prefently  re- 
lieve by  removing  the  caufe.  Hippocrates  with  great 
jultice  aSIerts,  that  venaefe&ion  always  kills  or  cures  in  an 
apoplexy : the  reafon  is  evident,  becaufe  it  is  always  owing 
to  too  much,  or  too  little  blood.  Proper  means  to  be  ufed 
are  llernutatories,  emetics,  velicatories,  particularly  to  the 
feet,  cathartics  and  corroborants. 

* I never  yet  faw  one  fanguineous  apoplexy. 
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In  the  fit,  if  cacochymic  (as  is  mod  commonly  the  cafe) 
he  fhould  be  rubbed  with  warm  flannel,  or  bathed  with 
rectified  fpirit,  or  aether,  and  inftead  of  phlebotomy  ufe 
errhines.  Bleeding  is  too  generally  performed  in  fits  of  all 
forts,  though  there  are  very  few  inftances  in  which  they  do 
not  originate  from  a laxity  of  fibres  and  deficiency  of  blood. 
Thofe  who  are  fo  bufy  with  the  lancet  ought  to  be  reminded 
that  there  is  as  yet  no  repeal  of  the  fixth  commandment. 

* . * - 4 „ d.  -v  . -?  r A-  v*  4 ^ * 

Take  of  White  hellebore. 

Long  pepper,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Euphorbium,  feven  grains; 

Let  fome  of  this  powder  be  blown  up  the  nofe  through  a 
quill ; or  fome  tobacco  fmoke,  or  a little  of  the  following 
errhine, 

Take  of  Spirits  of  wine  camphorated. 

Brandy,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Volatile  fpirit,  half  an  ounce. 

An  errhine  and  fotus.  - ? 
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A fomentation  alfo  for  the  head  may  be  ufed  of  fpirits  of 
wine,  compound  fpirits  of  lavender  and  oil  of  amber,  equal 
parts.  A clyfter  fhould  be  inje&ed  as  foon  as  poffible,  as, 

Take  of  Tobacco* 

Rue,  of  each  a handful* 

Penny-royal, 

Colocynth,  of  each  two  drachms* 

Boil  in  ten  ounces  of  water,  ft  rain,  and  adminifter  it  warm. 
As  foon  as  poffible  give  the  following  purge,  or  vomit : 

f 

Take  of  Senna  leaves, 

Tamarinds*  of  each  an  ounce* 

Rhuharb,  three  drachms* 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  a fcruple. 

Macerate  in  twelve  ounces  of  boiling  water.  Of  the  cola- 
ture  give  two  ounces  every  hour  till  it  purges  fufficiently. 
Or, 

Take  of  Emetic  tartar* 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  five  grains. 

Blue  vitriol,  three  grains, 

An  emetic,  drinking  nothing  during  the  operation. 


An 


( 1^3  ) 

To  prevent  a return,  let  him  take  two  tea-fpoonfuls,  twice 
a day,  of  drops,  confuting  of  equal  parts  of  volatile  tin&ure 
of  valerian  and  compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  with  one  of 
the  fubfequent  electuaries,  or  pills  : 

Take  of  Valerian,  an  ounce. 

Ginger,  fix  drachms. 

Cinnabar  of  antimony,  two  drachms. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  quantity  of  a nutmeg,  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounces 
Caftor, 

Galangal,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  fufficient  for  an  eledtuary,  as 
before. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Long  pepper,  of  each  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills, 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  evening. 

Y 2 
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Take  of  Gum  guaiacum,  a drachm  and  half, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  half  a drachm* 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  a fcruple, 

■ 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills, 

. i * * ? i . i i ■ L . 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning,  waffling 
them  down  with  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  camphire  julep. 


PALSY. 

\ ; • f ; '/  5 ••  'f\  . ; : • . 

•-  * ? •’  V ? '«*  ^ : * •*  ? »'  * 1 * 

A palfy  is  a laxity,  or  immobility  of  a particular  part, 
fometimes  with  a deprivation  of  the  fenfe  of  feeling. 
If  the  whole  fide  is  affetfied,  it  is  called  Hemiplegia. 

The  cauje.  A hidden  fhock,  from  fome  impediment,  to 

the  courfe  of  the  vital  heat  along  the  nerves  from  the  cere- 

\ 

brum,  medulla  oblongata,  or  fpinal  narrow7  ; which  lacerates 

the 
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the  cellular  tunic  of  the  mufcles  deftined  for  voluntary  mo- 
tion : this  may  be  occafioned  by  a redundance  (though  I 
never  met  with  fuch  an  inftance)  but  is  more  commonly 
owing  to  a deficiency  of  the  nervous  influence,  and  confe- 
quently  of  blood. 

The  cliagnojlic s . Flaccidity  of  the  parts ; a diminifhed 
fenfation  in,  or  incapacity  of  moving  them  ; diftortion  of 
the  mufcles,  tremors,  wafting  of  the  part,  involuntary  tears* 
defpondency. 

The progno/lics . A partial  palfy  in  young  perfons  is  eafily 
curable  r in  children  from  dentition,  will  difappear  of  itfelf. 
In  thofe  who  are  advanced  in  years,  or  if  univerfal,  or  if 
fucceeding  an  apoplexy,  or  if  it  is  attended  with  a marafmus, 
in  thefe  cafes  little  hope  is  to  be  indulged.  A fever,  or 
fpontaneous  diarrhoea,  are  favourable  fymptoms. 

The  cure . The  regimen  mull  be  indicated  from  the 
caufe.  If  (as  has  been  always  the  cafe  with  every  paralytic 
that  1 have  ever  feen)  there  is  a laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres 
and  weaknefs  of  the  folids,  let  the  fpina  dorfi  be  rubbed 
with  a warm  flannel,  even  to  an  inflammation,  and  be 
bathed  with  oil  of  amber  morning  and  night,  from  which 

method 
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method  alone,  and  a large  velicatory  to  the  os  facrum  and 
lumbar  region,  I have  recovered  many  who  had  loft  the  ufe 
of  the  lower  extremities.  Apply  a tight  ligature  to  the  part 
affected  ; if  the  leg,  a ftrait  flocking  fliould  be  worn.  Give 
Venice  foap  at  fir  ft  in  pretty  large  quantities,  and  ginger 
and  mercurials.  Let  the  inteftinal  canal  be  kept  open,  and 
veficatories  be  laid  on  the  affeded  parts,  or  one  of  the  fol- 
lowing topics  be  ufed  : 

Take  of  Cantharides,  an  ounce  and  half* 

Rectified  fpirit,  a pint  ; 

i • ; * {f  • “ - f 

Digeft  warm  for  three  days  ; a fomentation,  to  be  ufed 
twice  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Green  ointment,  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  amber,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  pepper,  a drachm, 

Euphorbium,  nine  grains, 

A liniment,  as  before.  The  cold  bath  fhould  be  repaired 
to  every  morning  ; let  the  patient  be  juft  covered  with 
water,  and  be  taken  out  immediately,  without  a fecond  dip. 

The 
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The  warm  bath  is  pernicious.  Chalybeate  waters  fhould  be 
drank,  and  electricity  be  tried,  which  1 have  fometimes 
known  to  be  effectual,  but  oftener  to  fail.  Emetics  are  ex- 
tremely ferviceable,  particularly  the  dry  vomit,  fee  Epilepfy. 
The  following  medicines  have  anfwered  the  author’s  ex- 
pectation : 

Take  of  Horfe-rhadifh  fcraped, 

Muftard-feed  bruifed,  of  each  two  ounces, 

Galangal  diced,  half  an  ounce. 

Infufe  in  a quart  of  boiling  water  clofe  flopped  till  cold  ; 
half  a pint  to  be  taken  twice  a day. 

Take  of  Caffumunar, 

Ginger,  of  each  an  ounce* 

Oil  of  turpentine,  half  an  ounce. 

Honey,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 

Of  which  let  the  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  be  taken  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 

Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,,  of  each  two  fcruples. 


Yellow 
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Yellow  emetic  mercury,  ten  grains, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night,  waffling 
them  down  with  four  fpoonfuls  of  camphorated  julep. 

iv  . ~ "f 

Take  of  Guaiacine  balfam,  an  ounce, 

Of  thefe  drops  let  a tea-fpoonful  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

2d“  Take  of  Volatile  tindture  of  guaiacum,  two  ounces. 

Of  thefe  drops  give  two  tea-fpoonfuls  in  three  quarters  of  a 
tea-cupful  of  new  milk  night  and  morning.  The  cold  bath 
fhould  not  be  omitted  every  morning,  ’till  well. 


DROPSY. 
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DROPSY. 


* Dropfy  is  a tumor  of  the  abdomen,  from  an  extrava- 


fation  of  ferum  in  its  cavity,  or  a flagnation  thereof  in 
the  veffels,  whereby  they  are  diftended  and  often  ruptured. 
This  may  happen  in  many  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  for 
in  fiance,  the  hydrocephalus  internus,  hydrops  pedloris,  ova- 
riorum,  8cc.  When  the  lymph  is  contained  in  little  veficles 
in  diftindi  cells,  like  a bunch  of  grapes,  thefe  are  called 
Hydatides. 

There  are  three  forts  of  this  diforder. 

Anafarca , or  Leucophlegmatia,  when  the  lymph  flagnates 
in  the  whole  habit  of  the  pinguidinous  fubflance. 

Tympanites,  when  the  turgefcence  of  the  abdomen  is  owing 
to  the  rarefied  vapor,  ichor,  or  putrefied  fat  : this  is  to  be 
known  by  the  tightnefs  of  the  fkin  ; the  belly,  if  flruck, 
founds  like  a drum  ; from  whence  its  name  ; no  fluctuation 
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of  water  can  be  perceived.  In  this  cafe  the  paracentehs  is 
fometiraes  fatal  (nothing  iffuing  but  pus)  and  fome times 
fucceeds. 

AJcites,  when  the  lymph  is  collected  in  the  duplicature  of 
the  peritonaeum,  or  cavity  of  the  abdomen  : this  is  to  be 
known  by  the  quafhing  of  water  to  be  felt  on  preffure  of 
the  hypogaftre. 

The  caufe.  Whatever  occafions  a ftagnation  of  the  fluids 
in  their  veffels,  the  lymphatics  to  burft,  and  the  lymph  to 
fall  between  the  membranes  ; as  acute  difeafes,  tumors, 
fchirri,  hard  drinking,  ftoppage  of  neceflary  or  ufual  evacu- 
ations, profufe  bleeding,  efpecially  of  the  corpulent,  who 
can  never  well  bear  the  lofs  of  blood ; many  fat  perfons  have 
been  bled  into  dropfies. 

The  diagnojlics.  Swelling  of  the  ancles,  infteps,  or  feet; 
afterwards  of  the  abdomen;  dyfpnoea,  heavinefs,  thirft,  laf- 
fitude,  torpor,  coftivenefs,  a flow  he<flic  fever,  leannefs,  no 
fweat  ; the  urine  crude  or  white  and  fmall  in  quantity,  ex- 
creted with  difficulty,  fometimes  totally  fupprefled ; anorexia, 
a teazing  cough. 


The 
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The  prognoftics.  If  taken  in  time,  it  is  eafily  curable  ; in 
the  word  dages  a cure  is  not  to  be  defpaired  of,  if  the  pa- 
tient will  for  four  or  five  weeks  perfift  in  an  entire  abftinence 
from  all  liquids,  a lump  of  fugar  foaked  in  brandy  excepted, 
which  may  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a day  ; if  this  is 
fuffered  to  diffolve  gradually  in  the  mouth,  it  will  fooner 
appeafe  the  mod  intenfe  ragings  of  third  than  copious 
draughts  of  water.  Many  have  recovered  of  this  diforder 
in  the  mod  helplefs  date,  by  that  means,  with  the  ufe  of 
proper  evacuants.  If  attended  with  a teazing  cough,  diffi- 
cult refpiration,  quick  pulfe,  prodration  of  drength,  high- 
colored  urine,  total  fuppreffion  of  it,  obdinate  codivenefs, 
intolerable  third  (and  the  patient  will  indulge  it)  abfceffes, 
lurid  fpots  on  the  thighs,  the  body  emaciated,  the  coun- 
tenance pallid,  and  of  a cadaverous  afpedl  ; thefe  are  the 
harbingers  of  death. 

That  the  prognodics  of  phyficians,  however  judly  founded, 
are  fometimes  precarious,  is  a truth  that  mud  be  confeffed  ; 
as  an  indance  of  which  I beg  leave  to  relate  the  following 
humiliating  narrative.  Among  the  infinite  numbers  of 
dropfical  patients  who  have  applied  to  me,  for  thefe  twelve 
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years  part,  I never  loft  one  till  this  prefent  year  1774,  when 
three  perfons,  two  of  which  were  young,  after  taking  the 
medicines  that  I ordered,  feemed  to  be  mending  very  fall ; 
their  thirft  was  abated,  the  obftruction  of  urine  removed, 
the  tumor  of  the  abdomen  fubfided,  their  appetite  and 
ftrength  increafed,  infomuch  that  I pronounced  them  out 

of  danger.  After  a few  days,  on  enquiry,  I heard  that  each 

/ ■ . 

of  them  died  fuddenly,  nor  can  I hazard  the  llighteft  con- 
jecture at  the  caufe,  as  penniffion  to  open  the  bodies  was 

A 

refufed. 

Nature,  like  other  females,  is  fometimes  unaccountably 
capricious,  and  when  furnifhed  with  all  the  materials  for 
alfifting  herfelf,  will  frowardly  neglect  the  ufe  of  them  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  when  file  feems  entirely  fubdued 
by  a difeafe,  and  the  long  odds  are  againft  her,  when  the 
phyfician  has  figned  the  dead  warrant ; by  one  fortuitous 
pufli,  unknown  to,  and  unexpected  by  the  phyfician,  fhe 
will  triumph  over  her  adverfary,  unlefs  the  doctor  fhould 
think  fit  to  verify  his  prognoftic  by  a feafonable  dofe. 

The  cure  wholly  confifts  in  evacuating  the  waters  which 
are  gathered,  and  in  preventing  their  collection  for  the  fu- 


ture. 


( *73  ) 

ture.  To  this  end  conduce  cathartics,  diuretics,  detergents, 

emetics  (particularly  the  dry  vomit)  diaphoretics  (and  the 

» 

fooner  the  better)  the  paracentefxs : after  thefe,  corroborants, 
flomachics,  chalybeates  and  aftringents. 

In  every  ftage  of  this  difeafe,  the  region  of  the  abdomen 
fhould  be  bathed  with  fweet  oil  every  night  and  morning, 
and  twenty  drops  of  the  balfam  of  Capivi  be  taken  on  fugar 
twice  or  thrice  a day.  The  purges  from  which  I have 
experienced  the  molt  extraordinary  effects  are  : 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  two  drachms, 

Gamboge, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  of  each  half  a 
drachm. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  a fcruple, 

Balfam  of  guaiacum,  enough  to  make  into  pills. 


Number  thirty-two  ; the  dofe,  two  or  three  morning  and 
night.  Or, 


Take  of  Rhubarb,  a drachm  and  a half, 
Gamboge,  half  a drachm. 


Calomel 


i 
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Calomel,  a fcruple. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Gamboge  a drachm. 

For  three  powders  ; one  of  which  fhould  be  taken  in  the 
morning  failing,  twice  or  thrice  a week. 

As  to  diuretics,  no  fmall  fervice  may  be  expelled  from 
the  broom  afhes,  and  the  tin<5lure  of  cantharides,  which  are 
far  fuperior  to  any  of  that  tribe  in  this  cafe.  An  ounce  of 
the  expreffed  juice  of  Florentine  orris  root,  taken  twice  a 
day,  has  cured  feveral  dropfies,  as  I have  been  told  by  a 
brother  phylician  ; I never  tried  it.  Emetics  are  fometimes 
wonderfully  efficacious  ; they  ought  not  to  be  of  the  mildeft 
fort : what  I have  ufually  given  is. 

Take  of  Yellow  emetic  mercury,  five  grains. 

Blue  vitriol. 

Emetic  tartar,  of  each  two  grains. 


Let 
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Let  this  powder  be  taken  falling,  and  nothing  be  drank 
during  the  operation. 

From  the  above  fylloge  the  fcientific  practitioner  may 
felecfl  that  which  will  fufficiently  anfwer  his  moll  fanguine 
expectations  ; nor  need  he  quellion  the  fafety  with  which 
any  of  them  may  be  adminiftered,  any  more  than  that  of  the 
following  narcotic  diaphoretic,  which  has  performed  appa- 
rent miracles  : the  patient  fhould  lie  between  two  blankets, 
inltead  of  fheets,  and  the  quantity  of  water  which  it  will 
caufe  him  to  evacuate  by  the  Ikin,  is  fuch  as  is  beyond  all 
belief,  and  that  without  the  leaft  diminution  of  the  vis  vitae: 
though  the  removal  of  a load  from  a man’s  fhoulders  can 
fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  weaken  him.  This  Herculean  me- 
dicine is, 

Take  of  Thebaic  extract, 

$3*  Ipecacuanha,  of  each  four  grains. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  two  grains, 

A powder,  to  be  taken  at  bed-time.  Recent  cafes  will  yield 
to  the  following  : 


t 
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§Cf=“  Take  of  Rhubarb,  a drachm  and  half, 

Filings  of  iron,  half  a drachm, 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  ten  grains, 

Tincture  of  cantharides,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

If  the  patient  is  very  coftive,  fubftitute  gamboge,  half  a 
drachm,  inftead  of  the  iron  filings. 

In  an  anafarca,  ufe  the  oil  to  the  belly,  and  the  balfam  of 
Capivi  inwardly.  If  the  legs  are  much  fwelled,  they  fhould 
be  retained  in  a horizontal  pofition  for  the  chief  part  of  the 
day,  and  ftrait  (lockings  be  worn.  A gentle  emetic  every 
other  morning,  fuch  as  five  grains  of  ipecacuanha,  and  the 
fubfequent  ele&uary  and  drops,  I have  always  found  fuffi- 
cient  for  a cure  : 

Take  of  Conferve  of  rofemary,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Magnefia  alba,  an  ounce* 

\ 

Rhubarb,  three  drachms, 

Cinnabar  of  antimony,  a drachm  and  half, 

Enough  lor  an  ele&uary ; the  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  to  be 
taken  twice  a day. 


Take 
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Take  of  Gamboge,  half  a drachm. 

Sweet  fpirit  of  fait  ammoniac,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  a tea-fpoonful  be  taken  night  and  morn- 
ing, or  oftener,  as  occafion  requires. 

* % - r'  % v a 

When  the  cure  is  nearly  effected,  to  reftore  the  fibres  to 
their  proper  tone,  it  may  not  be  amifs  (as  on  reftoration 
from  a dropfy  alfo)  to  ufe,  - 

Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms, 

' - ' * 4 *■  ^ ^ j ^ V.  * > »■  . « -.-‘  it  * i z . 

Filings  of  iron,  one  drachm. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  ele&uary, 

* * t >'  i . • ■ i , t 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

* 

In  a tympanites  (as  alfo  in  a dropfy)  a falivation  has  fome- 
times  fucceeded.  See  Flatus.  Perhaps  it  would  be  mope 
eligible  to  ufe  aloetic  purges,  corroborants,  and  ftomachics 
only,  and  leave  the  reft  to  nature. 

A a JAUNDICE. 
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JAUNDICE. 


r I ''HE  .Jaundice  is  a copious  effufion  of  the  bilious  fluid 
throughout  the  whole  habit  of  the  body. 

The  caufe  is  moft  commonly  an  obftrudion  of  the  bile, 
from  vifcidities,  or  calculous  concretions  in  the  biliary  dud, 
or  in  the  liver  itfelf,  a fchirrus  of  the  liver  ; or,  a too  pro- 
fufe  fecretion  of  bile. 

The  diagno/lics . Of  an  overflowing  of  the  bile,  a yellow 
color  of  the  fkin,  efpecially  in  the  tunica  albuginea  of  the 


eyes,  a bad  appetite,  thirfl,  bitter  tafle  in  the  mouth,  bilious 
vomiting,  pain  in  the  ftomach  or  bowels,  tumor  at  the  pit  of 
the  ftomach,  after  eating  increafed  in  fize  and  hardnefs  ; 
pain  or  fwelling  of  the  right  hypochondre,  periodical  cholics, 
borborygmi,  liftleflhefs,  itching  in  the  Ikin,  the  urine  and 
faeces  intenfely  yellow. 


Of 
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Of  an  obltru&ion  of  the  bile  the  diagnoftics  are  white  or 
cineritious  llools  ; obflinate  conflipation  : the  color  of  the 
Ikin  black,  nidoros  eru&ations. 

The  prognojlics.  If  recent,  it  is  eafily  cured  ; a black 
turbid  urine  indicates  the  profligation  of  the  difeafe  ; the 

. . , St  . f r r X Z ■•+  • 

yellower  the  fkin,  the  eafier ; the  blacker,  the  harder  it  is  to 

• * " - ) ; - 

be  removed.  From  a fchirrus  in  the  liver,  calculi  in  the 
velica  fellea,  or  if  inflations  of  the  hypochondres  fupervene, 
great  danger  is  foreboded.  In  a Hate  of  pregnancy,  it  is  of 

• . f 

little  confequence  ; parturition  cures  it.  It  fometimes  ter- 
minates in  a dyfentery. 

The  cure.  Vensefe&ion  is  unneceffary.  The  diet  fhould 

by  no  means  be  vegetable.  A couple  of  raw  eggs  every 

**\ 

morning  falling,  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  and  if  repeated 
three  or  four  times  a day,  great  advantage  will  refult  in 
every  ftage  of  this  diforder.  As  to  medicinal  aflillance,  be- 
gin with  the  dry  vomit,  if  there  is  no  reafon  to  fufpedl  the 
exiftence  of  a calculus  in  the  gall  bladder,  though  even  then 
it  may  be  adminiftered  with  fafety,  but  the  patient  will 
fuffer  more  pain;  a clyller,  therefore,  or  cathartic,  may  be 
preferable.  Avoid  chalybeates  at  jirjl , for  an  incurable 
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fchirrus  of  the  liver  may  be  the  confequence  of  their  prema- 
ture ufe,  though  they  are  the  beft  of  medicines  in  fome 
hates  of  this  diforder.  For  children  the  following  is  equally 
fafe  and  efficacious  : 

Take  of  Chalk,  ten  grains, 

> • . . ' 
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Rhubarb,  five  grains. 

Filings  of  iron  one  grain. 

This  powder  may  be  repeated  night  and  morning,  or  as 
there  is  occafion." 

If  a clyfter  is  thought  neceffary,  an  ounce  of  foft  foap,  in 
feven  ounces  of  the  common  deco&ion  for  a clyfter,  is  an 
excellent  one.  I have  been  told  that  an  ounce  of  the  ex- 

I 

prefted  juice  of  dandelion  will  cure  the  yellow  jaundice,  if 
taken  twice  or  thrice  a day  ; I never  tried  it.  The  balfam 
of  Capivi  is  of  confiderable  utility,  and  caftor  oil.  Either 
of  the  fubfequent  medicines  may  be  depended  on,  to  anfwer 
all  the  ends  which  can  be  defired  : one  of  the  electuaries  may 
be  made  ufe  of  firft,  the  chalybeate  pills  to  perfe6i  and  con- 
firm the  cure.  The  choice  rouft  depend  on  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  and  fkill  of  the  prefcriber. 
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Take  of  Tumerick, 

Venice  foap,  of  each  an  ounce, 

Colombo  root,  a drachm  and  half. 

Rhubarb,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  juniper,  enough  for  an  electuary  : 

f ' «r  \ > , ■>, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg,  thrice  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Conferve  of  rofemary, 

Venice  foap,  of  each  an  ounce, 

Magnefia  alba,  fix  drachms. 

Rhubarb,  two  drachms, 

/Ethiop's  mineral,  half  an  ounce, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  night  and  morning. 

* f " y t • t- 
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Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a drachm* 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills, 

* • S’iK 

I 

Number  twenty-four ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 
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Take  of  Colombo  root* 

Rhubarb*  of  each  3 drachm* 

* Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  half  a drachm* 
Tindture  of  eantharides,  enough  for  pills, 

Thirty-two  ; two  or  three  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

M S i • * ► y . & .£  w , f 
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Take  of  Gum  guaiacum,  a drachm  and  half* 

Mercurial  pills, 

* — . T 

Camphire,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills, 

ynn  .. : r : \L..  . . ...  #.  V • ■ _ 

Number  thirty- two ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morn- 
ing.  Or, 

A ..  ♦-  j.  ' ■ * 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a drachm  and  half. 

Calomel,  a fcruple. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  Or, 

* Or,  filings  of  iron,  half  a drachm,  and  ten  grains  of  emetic  tartar. 
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Take  of  Rhubarb,  four  fcruples, 

Kermes  mineral,  half  a drachm. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four  ; two  morning  and  night. 

In  habitual  bilious  cholics,  opiates  may  be  given  at  difcre- 
tion.  The  patient  is  often  feized  with  a violent  pain  in  the 
flomach  and  right  fide,  a naufea  fucceeds,  with  vehement 
retchings,  ’till  the  calculus  palfes  through  the  dudlus  chole- 
dochus  into  the  duodenum,  and  he  is  then  in  a moment  as 
well  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  ’till  another  calculus  ob- 
ftru&s  the  paffage,  and  then  the  fame  tragedy  is  a&ed  over 
again.  I have  feen  perfons  to  whom  thefe  fits  have  re- 
turned thrice  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  following  medi- 
cines have  relieved  them. 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  drachms. 

Calx  of  antimony,  one  drachm. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces, 

Sugar,  as  much  as  you  pleafe. 

Of  this  mixture,  let  three  fpoonfuls  be  taken  thrice  a day, 
with  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  fubfequent  drops  : 


Take 


( ) 


Take  of  Volatile  tin&ure  of  valerian,  two  ounces.  Or} 


Take  of  Colombo  root,  a drachm  and  half. 

Grains  of  paradife, 

Rhubarb,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

> ’ , * * jr  * * V T 

Make  into  fix  powders,  one  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
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VENEREAL  DISORDERS. 


Clap  is  a flux  of  matter  from  the  glands  called  lacunae, 
fituated  in  the  internal  parts  of  the  urethra  in  men, 
and  of  the  pudenda  in  women  : the  fluid  which  oozes  from 
thefe  fecretory  glands  in  their  natural  ftate,  was  defigned  to 
lubricate  the  paffage  and  line  it  with  a vifcous  mucus, 
which  might  fufficiently  defend  the  extremities  of  the  nerves 
from  being  irritated  by  the  falts  or  acrimony  of  the  urine. 
When  this  mucus  is  abraded  and  carried  off  by  the  attenu- 
ated difcharge,  occafioned  by  the  venereal  virus,  which 
lacerates  their  orifices  ; the  urine  caufes  an  intolerable 
pungent,  fmarting,  or  burning  fenfation.  Hence  this  dif- 
order  is  called  by  the  French,  Chaudpifle. 

The  caufe  originates  from  an  acid  virus,  or  infectious 
miafmata  acquired  by  impure  coition  ; thefe  inflnuate  them- 
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felves  into  the  minute  mouths  of  the  lacunae,  confequently 
increafe  their  diameter,  from  whence  a copious  running  of 
thinner  matter  than  ufual  mull  iffue.  Cowper’s  and  the 
proftrate  gland  are  often  affected. 

This  diftemper  is  by  no  means  a native  of  Europe,  but 
was  firft  imported  by  Chriftopher  Columbus  to  Naples  from 
America,  and  fpread  through  that  city  with  prodigious 
rapidity.  Somewhat  more  than  a year  after  his  return  from 
his  firft  voyage,  the  French  army  fat  down  before  Naples  in 
the  year  1494.  The  Neapolitans  being  diftreffed  by  a fcarcity 
of  provifions,  thought  it  neceffary  to  difcharge  the  molt 
ufelefs  perfons  from  their  town,  among  whom  were  the 
courtezans,  who  were  received  by  the  befiegers  with  their 
ufual  politenefs  to  that  fex  : the  horrible  ravages  which  this 
diforder  foon  after  made  in  the  camp  obliged  the  French  to 
raife  the  fiege  ; upon  this  account  it  obtained  the  name  of 
the  French  difeafe,  and  will  in  all  probability  ever  retain  it, 
notwithftanding  the  umbrage  France  has  taken  at,  and  the 

• - V.  j 

repeated  efforts  fhe  has  made  to  fhake  off  the  opprobrium. 

It  was  then  a new  diforder,  and  certainly  was  never 
known  in  Europe  before  ; for  whatever  has  been  advanced 


to 
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to  the  contrary  might  eafily  be  refuted  : the  phyficians  were 
puzzled,  the  people  were  alarmed,  for  it  was  fuppofed  to 
be  equally  as  infeCiious  and  fatal  as  the  peltilence  ; neither 
monaderies  nor  nunneries  were  exempt  from  it,  nor  even 
the  holy  fathers  of  the  conclave  : it  was  to  be  catched 
(heaven  blefs  us !)  by  being  in  the  fame  fame  room  with  an 
infeCied  perfon,  or  walking  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  way  in 
the  dreet- — but,  however,  with  due  deference  to  the  cha- 
racters of  the  faints  of  thofe  times,  it  cannot  be  taken  with- 
out contact.  So  deplorable  was  the  fituation  of  alfairs  then, 
that  thoufands  were  deferted,  and  left  to  rot  without  the 
lead  abidance. 

But  it  being  foreign  to  my  defign  to  enter  into  the  hidory 
of  difeafes,  I fhall  only  obferve,  that  there  is  no  didemper 
which  is  better  underdood  in  this  enlightened  age,  nor  any 
one  that  is  with  more  certainty,  or  with  greater  facility  to  be 
cured,  even  in  all  its  dages,  and  without  that  naufeous 
(though  formerly  reputed  neceffary)  procefs  of  falivation. 

The  diagnojlics.  Three  or  four  days  (generally)  after  the 
infe&ion  is  received,  the  running  comes  down  with  a titil- 
lating fcnfation  ; difficulty'  in  making  urine  ; fmarting,  or 

B b 2 fcalding  \ 


( 1 88  ) 7 s 

fcalding  ; fometimes  the  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis  are 
puffed  up,  appear  like  fpunge  and  are  of  an  adonifhing 
bulk  ; the  matter  yellow,  or  green,  which  lad  is  the  word 
color  it  can  be  of,  becaufe  it  indicates  an  incipient  gan- 
grene ; phymofis,  when  the  prepuce  cannot  be  drawn 
back  ; paraphymofis,  when  it  is  tucked  down  behind  the 
glans  and  cannot  be  brought  forward  to  cover  it ; chordee, 
or  great  pain  when  the  penis  is  eredled  ; frequent  dimula- 
tions  to  venery.  When  the  infectious  matter  has  crept  into 
the  lymphatics,  and  from  thence  is  conveyed  into  the  blood, 

a dry  pox  is  the  confequence;  though  perhaps  the  miafmata 

> 

are  of  a nature  quite  different  from  thofe  which  produce  a 
clap  : yet  if  the  running  is  flopped  too  foon  in  the  latter, 
thefyraptoms  of  the  former  will  undoubtedly  appear,  which 
are  as  follows  : buboes  in  the  groin,  {hankers ; chrydallines, 
a fwelled  tedicle  : warts,  marifcae,  fici,  rhagades,  condylo- 
mata,  blotches ; green  feedy  excrefcences,  on  the  neck, 
bread,  or  fhoulders  ; ulcers  in  the  head,  eyes,  nofe,  or 
fauces  ; mortifications,  no<durnal  pains,  tingling  in  the 
ears,  gummi,  nodes,  tophs,  a rafh,  fcurf,  cruds,  fcabs, 
caruncles  and  carnofities  in  the  urethra,  total  fuppreffion  of 

the 
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the  urine,  bloody  urine  ; atrophy,  or  wafting  of  the  flefh; 
erratic  pains  in  the  (ides  ; difficulty  of  breathing,  efpecially 
when  lying  on  the  back  ; clavus  hyftericus,  corona  veneris; 
foftnefs  and  rottennefs  of  the  bones.  This  affedtion  of  the 
bones  is  not  unjuftly  afcribed  more  to  the  too  liberal  life  of 
mercurials  than  to  the  venereal  virus  : thus  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved  that  the  nofe  falls  when  the  falivation  is  at  its  heighth. 
Many  fymptoms  mimic  venereal  complaints,  which  are  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  lodgment  of  mercury  in  the  minuted 
veflels  ; fulphur  clogs  and  chokes  this  adlive  mineral.  I ' 
have  known  numbers  who  thought  that  they  laboured  under 
a confirmed  pox  (when  they  were  adlually  freed  from  the 
venereal  venom)  who  have  been  not  only  relieved  but  per- 
fectly cured  of  all  their  complaints  by  the  ufe  of  an  eledfuary 
compofed  only  of  flowers  of  fulphur  and  honey  ; dofe  the 
bignefs  of  a walnut  night  and  morning. 

The prognojlics.  If  the  running  is  imprudently  tied  up 
before  the  infedlion  is  extirpated,  a confirmed  pox  is  the 
confequence,  as  is  often  the  cafe  alfo  from  the  ufe  and  fre- 
quent repetition  of  draftic  cathartics  ; for  the  natural  elafti- 
city  or  fpringinefs  of  the  fibres  from  fuch  an  irritation,  will 
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fqueeze  the  infection  into  the  blood.  The  miafraata  will 
fometiraes  float  about  in  the  fluids  for  feveral  weeks,  before 
there  is  any  appearance  of  thofe  dreadful  confequences 
which  will  fooner  or  later  in  good  earnefl  take  place.  It  is 
eafily  cured  in  any  of  its  ftages,  by  due  care  and  proper 
medicines.  It  is  curable  with  much  lefs  difficulty  in  men 
than  in  women. 

The  old  method  of  giving  a calomel  bolus  at  night  and  a 
purge  next  morning,  is  juftly  exploded,  for  it  tears  the 
conftitution  to  pieces,  is  at  beft  a precarious  and  often  falla- 
cious procedure  : by  this  means  many  a pox  has  been  manu- 
factured from  a very  trivial  injury. 

Salivation  is  not  neceffary  even  in  the  worfl  cafes,  nor  is 
there  any  one  to  be  cured  by  it  who  is  not  much  more  eafily 
to  be  cured  without  it.  When  eruptions  appear,  with  all 
the  indications  of  a pox,  what  can  be  more  ridiculoufly 
abfurd  than  to  melt  down  thofe  falts  into  the  blood  that  they 
may  pafs  off  by  the  falival  glands,  when  nature  fo  plainly 
points  out  the  method  by  which  they  ought  to  be  expelled. 
The  folution  of  fublimate  hereafter-mentioned,  with  a pro- 
per liniment  to  open  the  pores  and  increafe  their  diameter 

will 
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will  enable  her  to  throw  them  off  by  perfpiration . Salivation 
is  only  the  effeft  of  an  alteration  made  in  the  fluids,  which 
alteration  is  as  eafdy  made  without  producing  that  difagree- 
able  and  naufeous  confequence  : nor  will  it  always  fucceed* 
for  I have  known  many  who  have  been  falivated  four,  yea 
five  times  without  fuccefs,  yet  have  found  no  difficulty 
in  curing  the  fame  perfons  afterwards  by  much  milder 
methods. 

The  cure.  In  a recent  injury,  the  inteflinal  canal  lhould 
be  kept  gently  open  : bleeding  and  violent  purging  are 
equally  improper  and  ufelefs  ; there  need  be  no  alteration 
of  the  ufual  method  of  living,  nor  are  the  effe<5ls  of  the  in- 
flammation, as  it  is  called,  in  the  leaft  to  be  dreaded.  I have 
known  feveral,  who  have  been  drunk  every  night  ’till  the 
cure  was  completed,  without  fuffering  any  other  inconve- 
nience than  an  increafe  of  the  fmart  in  making  water, 
which  mufl  be  the  confequence  of  an  increafed  running,  an 
event  in  every  other  refpexfl  by  no  means  undefirable. 

Of  the  jlronger  blue  ointment  let  the  fize  of  a fmall  hazle  nut  be 
ufed  night  and  morning,  to  be  rubbed  on  the  perinaeum 
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urethra,  under  the  prepuce,  and  the  infide  of  the  thighs  on 

each 
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each  groin  ; in  women  let  it  be  introduced  into  the  vagina  ; 
if  the  penis  is  fwelled,  the  whole  of  it  fhould  be  fmeared 
with  it.  If  injections  are  permitted,  a tea-fpoonful  of  oil  of 
olives  may  be  ufed  warm  night  and  morning.  Or  a fcruple 
of  calomel  in  an  ounce  of  mucilage  : a tea-fpoonful  of  this 
alfo  may  be  ufed  twice  a day,  which  in  molt  cafes  would 
alone  be  fufficient  for  a cure  : however,  without  any  injec- 
tion, if  the  blue  ointment  is  made  ufe  of,  and  one  of  the 
following  formulae  is  given  internally,  fuch  a method  is  as 
fafe,  certain,  expeditious,  and  radical,  as  any  in  the  power 
of  medicine  ; this  I have  experienced  in  fome  thoufands  of 
inltances. 

N.  B.  Nitre  is  often  prejudicial,  and  fometimes  greatly 
increafes  the  unealinefs  in  making  wrater. 

Take  of  Gam  arabic,  two  ounces. 

Factitious  cinnabar,  half  an  ounce, 

v . . \J 

Jalap,  three  drachms. 

Oil  of  faffafras,  one  drachm, 

Balfamof  Capivi,  enough  for  an  electuary, 

Dofe,  the  lize  of  a walnut,  morning  and  night.  Or, 
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§Cf*  Take  of  Gum  arable,  an  ounce  and  half, 

iEthiops  mineral,  an  ounce. 

Gum  guaiacum, 

jalap,  of  each  two  drachms, 

Balfam  of  Capivi,  fufficient  for  an  eledtuary, 

The  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a drachm  and  half. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  half  a drachm. 
Yellow  emetic  mercury,  a fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills, 

Number  twenty -four;  two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 
Or, 

SCiF*  Take  of  Rhubarb,  four  fcruples. 

Calomel,  one  fcruple, 

ft 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills* 

’ , ’ » 

Twenty-four  ; dofe,  two  morning  and  night,  or  at  night 

only.  Or, 

Take  of  Sublimate,  five  grains. 

Marine  acid,  ten  drops, 

C c 
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Rhubarb,  a drachm  and  half, 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for' pills. 

Twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  every  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Corrofive  fublimate,  ten  grains,  diflolve  in 
Spirit  of  fea  fait,  ten  drops,  then  add 
Compound  fpirits  of  lavender,  an  ounce, 

♦ ■ • S.  , * •> 

For  a bottle  of  drops  ; twenty  to  be  taken  in  a glafs  of  white 
wine*,  or  milk*,  or  water  gruel*,  or  water,  morning  and 
night,  with  two  fcruples  of  gum  arabic  in  powder. 

The  author  fcarcely  thinks  it  worth  his  while  to  obferve 
that  he  was  the  firft  perfon  (as  far  as  he  knows)  who  gave 
the  fublimate  inwardly  : the  above  folution  he  invented 
after  innumerable  trials  in  the  year  1753,  and  has  ufed  it 
ever  fince  ; he  has  ordered  it  fome  thoufands  of  times  every 

year,  and  is  fully  perfuaded  that  if  it  is  properly  managed, 

* ' t # . ^ ♦ 

there  is  no  ftage  of  this  diforder,  in  which  it  will  not  prove 

efficacious,  nor  has  it  ever  once  deceived  him.  The  only 
fecret  in  the  management  of  this  medicine,  is  to  give  it  in 

* Thefe  difguife  the  difagreeable  tafte  befb 
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fuch  a manner  that  it  may  adt  beyond  the  primae  viae  and 

< 

not  run  off  by  flool ; there  is  then  no  dehrable  effect  which 
may  not  be  expe&ed  from  it.  One  motion  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours  is  natural,  one  may  be  produced  by  the  drops  ; 
but  if  the  patient  fhould  have  more  than  two  in  a day,  let 

the  dofe  be  diminifhed  to  fifteen,  ten,  feven,  or  even  five 

% 

drops. 

In  a chordee,  or  if  a dull  obtufe  pain  is  felt  in  the  penis, 
let  it  be  foaked  four  or  five  times  a day  in  warm  milk,  and 
apply  a poultice  of  bread  and  milk  at  night,  and  give 
an  opiate. 

Chryftallines  need  only  be  fnipped,  and  the  acrid  lymph 
will  be  evacuated.  A proper  application  to  heal  them 
with  is, 

Take  of  Ointment  of  gum  elemi,  half  an  ounce. 

Red  corrofive  mercury,  a drachm,  - 


To  be  applied  twice  a day. 


Buboes,  if  foft,  white,  or  flabby,  difpprfe  by  rubbing  in 
the  bignefs  of^  pea  of  the  ftronger  blue  ointment,  every 
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night  and  morning,  at  the  fame  time  taking  inwardly  the 
above  drops. 

If  the  buboes  are  red,  hard  and  look  angry,  let  the  bread 
and  milk  cataplafm  be  applied  to  them  till  they  break  ; the 
laft  prefcribed  ointment  is  an  excellent  dreffing  : they  may 
be  kept  open  with  a pea,  like  an  ilfue,  as  long  as  it  is 
thought  necelfary.  Some  indolent  tumors  of  this  fort  re- 
quire opening. 

Shankers.  The  llronger  blue  ointment  may  be  ufed  night 
and  morning  ; or  they  may  be  touched  with  a pencil  dipped 
in  fpirit  of  vitriol,  or  with  this  mixture : 

Take  of  Corrofive  fublimate*  a drachm* 

Lime  water*  an  ounce*  Or* 

Drefs  with  the  following  : 

gCjP  Take  of  The  ftronger  blue  ointment* 

Tar  ointment*  of  each  half  an  ounce* 

\ 

An  ointment,  to  be  applied  on  lint  night  and  morning. 

Warts,  cut  off  and  apply  a cauftic ; if  this  is  not  permitted, 
ufe  the  llronger  blue  ointment.  Or, 
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Take  of  Simple  ointment,  half  an  ounce, 

Precipitated  fulphur,  a drachm, 

White  precipitated  mercury,  half  a drachm* 

Lixivium  tartar,  enough  for  a liniment. 

To  be  ufed  twice  a day. 

Caruncles  try  to  break  with  a wax  candle,  if  that  doth  not 
fucceed,  then  with  an  armed  probe  apply 

Take  of  Red  deficcative  ointment,  two  drachms* 
iEgyptiacum, 

Red  corrofive,  of  each  a drachm  and  a half* 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  a drachm, 

Camphire,  half  a drachm. 

An  ointment.  Or, 
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Take  of  Ointment  of  gum  elemi. 

Red  corrofive,  of  each  half  an  ounce* 

Lixivium  of  tartar,  twenty  drops*. 

A liniment. 

At  the  fame  time  let  not  the  flronger  blue  ointment  be 
omitted,  but  be  rubbed  externally  on  the  urethra  twice  a day* 

Carnofities 
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Carnoudes  require  the  fame  method  of  treatment  with 
caruncles. 

Phymofis.  Ufe  the  following  lotion  night  and  morning, 

Take  of  Calomel,  a fcruple. 

Lime  water,  an  ounce. 

Paraphymofis.  The  ftronger  blue  ointment,  and  bread 

v - r , \ , ' 7 ‘ f • 

and  milk  poultice. 

Crufts,  fcabs,  blotches  and  ulcers  in  the  throat,  if  vene- 
real, give  the  above  foludon  of  fublimate,  and  let  a little  of 

the  fubfequent  powder  be  fprinkled  on  a hot  iron,  and  the 
fumes  be  received  in  the  fauces  by  means  of  an  inverted 
funnel,  twice  or  thrice  a day  : 

i , . ■ , '■ 

Take  of  Factitious  cinnabar,  two  drachms, 

Frankincenfe,  two  fcruples, 

Camphire,  feven  grains, 

A fuffiment.  And 


o 
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JCf*  Take  of  Corrofive  fublimate,  two  grains* 

Marine  acid,  two  drops. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  fix  ounces, 

A gargle,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning. 

If  owing  to  the  relics  of  the  mercury  (which  is  a very 
common  cafe)  give  the  fulphur  and  honey  and  this  gargle, 
viz. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  half  an  ounce,  diffolvem 
Lime  water,  fix  ounces. 

Honey  of  rofes,  one  ounce. 

White  vitriol,  a fcruple. 

To  be  ufed  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

A fwelled  tefticle.  Give  immediately  five  grains  at  lea  ft 
(or  feven)  of  yellow  emetic  mercury,  for  a vomit ; let  the 
patient  drink  nothing  during  the  operation : apply  the 
ftronger  blue  ointment  twice  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Camphire, 

Oil  of  olives. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 


A liniment,  to  be  ufed  every  hour.  Or, 
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Take  of  Crude  fait  ammoniac, 

Ex  trad  of  lead,  of  each  one  drachm. 

Pure  water,  five  ounces, 

A liniment,  in  which  let  a piece  of  linen  rag  be  dipped  and 
laid  on  the  tefticle  ; when  dry,  to  be  again  repeated,  or  kept 
conftantly  wTetted,  and  the  bread  and  milk  poultice  at  night : 
If  it  is  not  refolved  on  the  next  morning,  give  a bolus  of  half 
a drachm  of  cathartic  extraft  with  ten  grains  of  the  mercu- 
rial pills.  The  warm  bath  will  haften  its  removal.  It 
fhould  be  fufpended  pretty  tight  by  a bag  trufs,  ’till  well. 

A confirmed  pox. 

Take  of  Rhubarb,  a drachm. 

Calcined  mercury,  a fcruple. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twenty-four ; two  to  be  taken  every  night,  or  night  and 
morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum,  two  drachms. 

Thebaic  extract. 

Calcined  mercury,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty- two  ; two  to  be  taken  every  night.  Or, 

Take 
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§3"  Take  of  Corrofive  fublimate,  ten  grains, 

Sweet  fpirit  of  nitre,  an  ounce, 

Of  thefe  drops  let  twenty  be  taken  night  and  morning,  in  a 
glafs  of  water. 

Cd*  Take  of  Winter's  bark, 

Mezereon,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Boil  in  a gallon  and  half  of  water  to  a gallon  ; when  the 
boiling  is  almoft  finifhed,  add  an  ounce  of  extra#  of 
liquorice,  and  half  an  ounce  of  fait  of  wormwood  to  every 
pint.  Of  this  apozem  let  half  a pint  be  drank  twice  or 
three  times  a day,  which,  with  the  above  drops,  will  remove 
no#urnal  pains,  nodes,  tophs,  &c. 

If  the  nothurnal  pains  are  very  grievous,  rub  on  the  fhins 

the  fize  of  a nutmeg  of  the  llronger  blue  ointment  every 

/ 

night,  and  give  two  of  the  following  pills  every  other  (or 
every)  night,  viz. 

Take  of  Colocynth,  two  fcruples, 

Theban  extraft,  one  fcruple, 

D d 


Kermes 
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Kermes  mineral* 

Turbith  mineral,  of  each  ten  grains. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twelve. 

Cuticular  eruptions  will  foon  vanifh,  if  rubbed  over  with 
the  following  liniment,  morning  and  night : 

Take  of  Pomatum,  an  ounce. 

Precipitated  fulphur,  two  drachms. 

White  precipitated  mercury,  two  fcruples, 

Salt  of  tartar,  a drachm. 

Oil  of  faffafras,  twenty  drops. 

See  Pfora. 

f - • ' * * . 

The  far  fa  and  china  root  are  faid  to  polfefs  wonderful  vir- 
tues ; but  the  author,  after  a long  feries  of  fair  trials,  was  fo 
unfortunate  as  not  to  be  able  to  difcover  them.  If  a diet- 

» . ' *■  , * f i 

drink  is  requeued,  the  following  will  be  found  of  con  fid  er- 
able  utility  : 

Take  of  Shavings  of  guaiacum,  two  ounces, 

of  Saffafras,  an  ounce 
Winter's  bark,  two  drachms. 


1 
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Boil  in  fix  quarts  of  water  to  a gallon,  towards  the  end  add 
extract  of  liquorice,  half  an  ounce.  Half  a pint  to  be  drank 
three  or  four  times  a day. 


GLEET. 

A Gleet  is  a drain  of  matter  from  the  urethra. 

The  caufes.  An  ill-cured  clap;  falivation  ; profufe 
venery  ; a Brain  ; laxity  of  the  fibres. 

The  diagnojlics.  From  the  abrafion  of  the  mucus,  heat  of 
urine  ; indifference  to  coition  ; pain  in  the  back,  or  loin's  ; 
general  debility  ; hanging  down  of  the  teflicles  ; lownefs  of 
fpirits , lofs  of  appetite  ; at  going  to  flool,  the  difcharge  of 
a glairy  matter,  in  colour  and  confidence  like  the  white  of 
an  egg  ; the  colour  of  that  which  oozes  is  fometimes  brown 
and  fometimes  yellow,  of  which  laft  colour  it  may  continue 
to  be  (if  of  long  duration,  or  in  thofe  who  have  been  fre- 
quently  injured)  without  any  remaining  infection. 

D d 2 
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The  prognojlics.  If  white  and  ropy,  or  thin  and  glairy, 
or  if  flocci  appear  in  the  urine,  it  is  eafily  cured.  If  of 
long  handing,  it  will  require  fome  time  to  muzzle  it. — 
There  is  no  cafe  fo  obftinate  but  may  be  cured  by  fome  of 
the  fubfequent  medicines.  It  has  been  the  malleus  medi- 
corum,  yet  I never  met  with  one  (though  I have  had  great 
numbers  who  were  deemed  incurable)  with  whom  I did  not 
fucceed. 

The  cure.  The  patient  fhould  abflain  from  all  vegetables, 
acids  and  fugar,  if  the  cafe  be  inveterate,  all  fermenting 
liquors,  malt  or  vinous  : fpirits  diluted  with  water  are  harm- 
lefs.  The  molt  proper  regimen  is-— riling  early  in  the 
morning;  gentle  exercife  ; the  cold  bath,  juft  plunging  over 
head  and  ears  (every  morning)  and  coming  out  immediately 
without  talcing  a fecond  dip,  or  remaining  one  moment  in 
the  water  ; any  animal  food,  particularly  pork,  pigeons,  par- 
tridges, growfe,  flat  filh,  fhell  fifli,  eggs,  jellies  : for  break- 
fall  and  fupper,  milk.  From  the  medicinal  clafles  ; deter- 
gents, aftringents,  corroborants,  chalybeales,  balfamics,  fo- 
tus,  injedlions,  and  the  dry  vomit.  Ifinglafs  chewed  to  the 
quantity  of  half  an  ounce  a day  and  the  faliva  fwallowed  is 
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an  excellent  auxiliary.  The  glans  penis  fhould  be  fre- 
quently wafhed  : much  depends  on  cleanlinefs.  The  fol- 
lowing formulae  are  fuch  as  have  proved  fuccefsful,  and  I 
never  ufed  any  other  : 

gCt5*  Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces, 

Olibanum,  two  drachms. 

Filings  of  iron,  one  drachm, 

Cantharides,  a fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Capivi, 

Enough  for  an  ele&uary.  The  bignefs  of  a chefnut  to  be 
taken  night  and  morning.  ... 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce. 

Gum  guaiacum, 

Olibanum,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

Tindture  of  cantharides, 

Enough  for  an  ele&uary.  Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  twice 
a day. 

If  coflive, 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 

Rhubarb,  two  drachms, 


Oil 
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Oil  of  cloves,  one  drachm, 

* Tindture  of  Cantharides, 

Sufficient  for  an  ele&uary.  The  fize  of  a walnut  to  be  taken 
night  and  morning,  Or, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes, 

Sd*  Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a drachm* 

Cantharides,  nine  grains, 

ir 

Guaiacine  balfam. 

Enough  for  pills,  twenty-four.  Two  to  be  taken  every 
night.  Or,  if  the  body  is  open. 

Take  of  Thebaic  extradt,  fifteen  grains, 

Cantharides,  feven  grains, 

Filings  of  iron, 

Kermes  mineral,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Oil  of  cloves, 


Enough  foa  pills,  fixteen  ; two  every  night. 

Take  of  Guaiacine  balfam, 

Traumatic  balfam,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 

Jl  _ 

a day. 


Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  an  ounce  and  half, 
Yellow  wax,  three  drachms, 


Filings 
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Filings  of  iron, 

Galangal,  of  each  a drachm, 

Cantharides,  ten  grains, 

Balfam  of  Capivi, 

Enough  for  an  eleduary.  The  flze  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken 
twice  a day. 

Take  of  Shavings  of  guaiacum,  two  ounces, 

Ifinglafs,  an  ounce,  boil  in  three  pints  of  lime  water 
to  two. 

Half  a pint  to  be  drank  night  and  morning. 

The  tefticles  and  parts  adjacent  fhould  be  bathed  with  a 
fotus  of  brandy  and  vinegar,  equal  parts,  at  going  to  bed 
and  on  riling  in  the  morning.  Vinegar  and  water,  or  vine- 
gar alone  is  an  excellent  inje&ion.  Or, 

Take  of  Sugar  of  lead. 

Calomel,  of  each  a fcruple* 

White  vitriol,  five  grains,, 

Lime  water,  an  ounce. 

i • 

For  an  injection.  A tea-fpoonful  to  be  ufed  night  and 
morning.  Or, 
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Take  of  Sublimate,  two  grains. 

Marine  acid,  two  drops, 
Rofe  water,  feven  ounces. 


For  an  injection  as  before*  Or, 

; . , / \ 

* Take  of  blue  vitriol,  a fcruple. 

Boiling  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Diffolve  in  a copper  veffel,  and  make  an  inje&ion  as  before. 


Take  of  Ext  raft  of  lead,  twenty  drops. 
Saturnine  tindture,  a drachm, 
Pure  water,  three  ounces, 


An  injection  as  before. 


Take  of  Balfam  of  Peru,  a drachm. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arable,  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to 
dillblvc  it, 


An  inje&ion,  as  before. 


* This  Herculanean  remedy  requires  fome  care  and  nicety  in  the  management  of  it,  viz,  to  lower 
it  with  water  to  fuch  a point  as  to  give  little  or  no  pain  at  firlh 
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DIARRHOEA. 

yi  Diarrhoea  is  an  immoderate,  or  too  frequent  difcharge 
of  the  excrements.  If  the  matter  excreted  is  undi- 
gefled  food,  it  is  called  a lientery.  If  crude,  of  an  afh- 
color,  or  whitifh,  it  obtains  the  name  of  a coeliac  palhon.  If 
the  foeces  are  fufficiently  digehed  and  aqueous,  it  is  then  a 
diarrhoea. 

The  cavje  of  a lientery  is  whatever  impedes  fermentation 
in  the  ftomach,  or  irritates  its  villous  coat. 

Coeliaca  arifes  from  an  obftru&ion  of  the  la&eals,  or  defi- 
ciency of  bile. 

A diarrhoea  is  from  a redundance  of  ferum,  which  may 
be  owing  to  confent  of  parts,  as  a humid  cerebrum,  denti- 
tion, balbution,  8c c.  from  a too  large  quantity  of  food  taken, 

* / 

at  leaft  fuch  a one  as  is  difproportionate  to  the  powers  of 
the  digeftive  or  chylopoietic  organs  ; a morbific  quality,  lu- 
bricity of  the  inteftines,  laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres, 

E e deficiency 
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deficiency  of  heat,  fometiraes  from  an  effort  of  nature  to 

, / ' , * . ■ 2*  - . . / j 

relieve  herfelf,  by  making  a pufli  at  the  bowels,  and  thereby 
carrying- off  a morbid  colluvies. 

J O 

The  diagnojiics.  They  in  general  appear  from  what  has 
been  faid,  to  which  may  be  added  bilious,  black,  flimy,  or 
vifcid  excrements  ; tenefmus  ; fpumos,  greafy,  or  aqueous 
dejeclions ; fometimes  like  pieces  ofputrified  flefh  ; anorexia, 
faintnefs,  laffitude,  proflration  of  the  vis  vitae,  frequent 
gripings,  borborygmi,  fwelled  legs,  an  emaciated  habit, 
cold  fweats,  fpafms,  a flow  he<fiic. 

The prognofiics.  If  of  long  duration,  it  weakens  and  exco- 
riates the  vifcera,  from  whence  arife  debility,  dyfentery, 
atrophy,  infpiffation  of  the  fluids,  univerfal  laxity  of  the 
folids,  and  accumulated  acrimony.  Critical  evacuations 
without  much  pain  ought  not  to  be  checked : let  a few  dofes 
of  rhubarb  be  given  to  expel  the  noxious  faburra  and  affift 
nature  in  her  intentions.  In  a long  continued  feries  of 


f i \ » ' K- 

moift  weather,  it  is  epidemical,  from  the  exhaurition  of  the 
vital  heat.  In  old  age  it  is  dangerous.  Supervening  a 
pleurify  or  peripneumony  * (Hippocrates  juflly  obfervcs) 

f n *'  - 4 - ‘ 4 ? - 
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* Thefe  are  what  huries  call  death  ftook. 


formidable  r. 
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formidable  : it  is  bad,  fays  the  fame  author,  if  the  ftoois  are 
very  aqueous,  white,  yellow,  or  frothy  ; worfe  if  black, 
livid,  little  and  .glutinous. 

The  cure.  Let  the  patient  be  removed  to  a clear  dry  air  ; 
for  the  moll  healthy  bodies  are  liable  to  this  diforder  on 
vihting  a moift  climate.  Exercife  lliould  be  taken,  particu- 
larly riding  on  horfeback  in  a morning  : for  diet,  animal 
food,  broths,  jellies,  and  rice  milk.  The  cold  bath.  For 

■*  t 

common  drink,  the  white  decodion  ; clyfters  are  of  com 
fiderable  fervice,  efpecially  in  cafe  of  a tenefmus;  as. 

Take  of  Starch,  a drachm  and  half,  boil  in  fix  ounces  of  water, 
then  add 

Oil  of  olives,  an  ounce. 

Thebaic  tindture,  a drachm.  Or, 

" • 

Take  of  Broth,  feven  ounces, 

Locatelli’s  balfam,  an  ounce. 

Suet,  half  an  ounce, 

* ' r r r J 
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The  yolks  of  two  eggs* 

* . 

A clyfter,  . 
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Aftringents  mu  ft  be  given,  opiates  ought  not  to  be 
neglecfted,  nor  the  dry  vomit.  Begin  the  cure  with  an 
emetic,  viz.  a fcruple  of  ipecacuanha,  and  one  grain  of  blue 
vitriol  : then  a lenient  cathartic  ; after  which,  if  the  pain 
ftill  continues,  an  anodyne.  The  reader  will  find  a fufficient 
number  of  prefcriptions,  which  have  been  fuccefsful,  fub- 


Take  of  Rhubarb*  a fcruple, 

Toafted  nutmeg,  fifteen  grains* 

Salt  of  wormwood,  ten  grains. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  a bole* 

To  be  repeated  occafionally. 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  bole  with  opium,  two  drachms, 
Toafted  nutmeg, 

Maftich,  of  each  a drachm, 

* 

For  fix  powders ; one  to  be  taken  twice  a day,  drinking  after 
it  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture  : 

Take  of  The  chalk  julep,  feven  ounces, 

Strong  cinnamon  water,  two  ounces.  Or,. 

Take 
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Take  of  Tormentil  root. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  of  each  a drachm. 

For  fix  powders  ; one  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a da y. 

Take  of  The  compound  powder  of  amber,  two  fcruples* 

Filings  of  iron,  three  grains. 

Syrup  of  meconium,  enough  for  a bole* 

To  be  taken  at  bed  time. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,.  an  ounce  and  half. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  half  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  meconium,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg,  three  or  four  times  a day. 

$3*  Take  of  Sty  rax  pill* 

Maftich,  of  each  a drachm* 

Oil  of  carraways,  enough  for  pills* 

Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day. 


Unripe  blackberries  kept  in  powder  are  worthy  a place  in 
the  fhops  ; half  a drachm  may  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a 
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day.  When  the  diarrhoea  is  fubjugated,  to  recover  the  ap- 
petite and  reftore  the  tone  of  the  fibres. 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce* 

Aromatic  fpecies*  three  drachms, 

Filings  of  iron, 

Galangal,  of  each  one  drachm* 

Syrup  of  orange  peel*  enough  for  an  eleduary* 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Tindure  of  japan  earth*  fix  drachms* 

Compound  fpirits  of  lavender*  two  drachms* 

A bottle  of  drops ; dofe,  a tea-fpoonful  night  and  morning. 
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A Dyfentery  is  a flux  of  blood  from  the  bowel's* 

The  cavfes.  An  acrid  blood,  eroflon  of  the  in- 
teflines,  abrafion  of  their  mucus;  long  continuance  of  a 
diarrhoea,  fomewhat  acrimonious  eaten  or  drank,  hyper- 
calharfes* 

The  cliagnojlics.  Bloody  dejections,  with  films,  flime, 
pieces  of  flelh,  phlegm,  bile,  or  pus  ; tormina  in  the  fto- 
mach  and  bowels  ; faintnefs,  fpafms,  tenefmus,.  Hippocratic 
countenance. 

The  progno flics-.  If  it  is  imprudently  flopped  too  foon, 

• * , . . r . . t * \ 

fuch  a method  is  productive  of  the  worft  confequences  ; if 
attended  with  a hiccough,  fyncopes,  or  in  old  perfons,  great 
danger  is  foreboded  ; from  a gangrene  or  fchirrus  of  the 
inteftines,  it  is  fatal. 


i 
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The  cure . For  diet,  rice  milk,  fat  broths,  and  in  the  fum- 
mer  time,  berries  of  all  forts  may  be  eaten  at  pleafure,  par- 
ticularly ftrawberries.  The  exprelfed  juice  of  the  folanum 
is  faid  to  be  a fpecilic  in  this  diforder,  with  what  truth  I 
know  not  ; the  cerated  glafs  of  antimony  has  been  flrongly 
recommended : I have  feen  inflances  wherein  it  has  fuc- 

ceeded,  but  more  wherein  it  has  failed.  The  buds  of  birch 

* 

powdered  and  mixed  up  with  conferve  of  red  rofes  is  a me- 
dicine that  will  feldom  difappoint  expe&ation  : this  has  for 
many  years  been  fold  at  a guinea  a gallipot,  and  is  flill  ufed 
in  the  navy.  The  conferve  of  rofes  itfelf  is  no  defpicable 
remedy,  for  I have  often  known  it  to  anfwer  alone,  when 
taken  to  the  quantity  of  two  or  three  ounces  in  a day. 

Begin  the  cure  with  a dofe  or  two  of  falts  ; after  which  a 
little  rhubarb  may  be  given  ; then  give  three  or  four  grains 
of  ipecacuanha,  and  two  grains  of  emetic  tartar  every  morn- 
ing ; — with  any  of  the  following  formulae. 

Take  a fheet  of  white  paper,  cut  into  flips,  boil  in  a pint 
and  half  of  milk  to  a pint,  to  be  taken  at  twice. 

N.  B.  This  never  deceived  me.  For  common  drink,  two 
ounces  of  gum  arabic  may  be  diflolved  in  a quart  of  water, 

fweetened 
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fweetened  to  the  tafte.  Two  fcruples  of  the  compound 
powder  of  amber  fliould  be  given  every  night. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  two  ounces, 

Yellow  wax,  half  an  ounce, 

* - 

Filings  of  iron, 

Galangal,  of  each  a drachm. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  electuary, 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  or  three  times  a 
day.  Or, 

« 

Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms, 

Tormentil  root. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  electuary, 

--•»  r-,  <r>  **  * -i  ■ . , *•  ' 1 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg,  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces. 

Spermaceti,  half  an  ounce, 

Balfam  of  capivi,  enough  for  an  eledtuary*  , 

- ’ v 

* * * * r 

| T -*  . ■,  \3  , , . . . W 

The  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

J » . • U y 
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Take  of  Red  aftringent  gum,  four  fcruples, 

Colombo  root,  two  fcruples, 

Theban  extract,  ten  grains, 

Tinfture  of  cinnamon,  enough  for  twenty-four  pills, 

Two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning,  or  oftener,  if  occafion. 


CHOLERA  MORBUS. 

, .j  - lb-.:  } •:  ' >-  ’ 

' ' * 

ft  ■ ‘ “ » 

r | TIE  Cholera  Morbus  is  a diforder  of  the  flomach 
and  bowels,  always  accompanied  with  vomiting  and 
purging. 

The  caufe.  An  acrid  bile,  which  may  be  vitiated  by  va- 
rious means  ; as  by  eating  more  than  can  be  digefted  ; by 
taking  too  copious  a draught  of  cold  water ; by  continuing 
too  long  in  the  cold  bath  ; by  a deficient  fecretion  of  the 

pancreatic 
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pancreatic  juice  ; by  profufe  evacuations,  or  feeding  vora- 
cioufly  on  fat,  or  fruit. 

I he  diagnojlics.  It  is  mofl  common  in  autumn  ; retching, 
naufea,  purging,  griping,  fpafrns,  contractions  of  the  hands 
and  feet,  bitter  talle  in  the  mouth,  green  color  of  that  which 
is  ejeded  and  dejeded,  fometimes  it  is  black  ; tremors,  cold 
fweats,  facies  Hippocratica. 

The  prognojlics.  If  the  inclination  to  go  to  ftool  abates 
firlt,  it  is  a good  fymptom.  Syncopes,  a dicrotic  or  re- 
bounding pulfe,  proclivity  to  evacuate,  fuperfeded  by  faint- 
nefs,  tumor  at  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  all  thefe  figns  denote 
great  danger;  in  ancient  perfons,  death. 

The  cure.  Give  plentifully  of  thin  broths  to  facilitate 
vomiting  ; the  cuftom  is  not  yet  relinquifhed  of  adminifter- 

A. 

ing  a puke,  though  it  feems  to  be  needlefs  ; broth  alfo  may 
be  thrown  up  in  clyfters.  Or, 

i . 

Take  of  White  poppy  feeds. 

Cucumber  feeds,  of  each  half  an  ounce,  boil  in  ten 

. 

ounces  of  water  to  feven. 

Oil  of  lillies,  three  ounces, 

Ff  2 
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Nitre,  four  fcruples, 

Sugar  of  lead,  half  a drachm. 

For  a clyfter. 

For  common  drink,  give  a decoclion  of  a cruft  of  bread 
well  toafted,  ’till  broth  can  be  prepared,  or  coffee.  Apply 
a bit  of  cotton  dipped  in  the  following  mixture  to  the  pit  of 
the  ftomach  : 

Take  of  Camphire,  a lcruple, 

Thebaic  tindture,  two  drachms. 

Oil  of  nutmegs,  cloves  and  mint,  of  each  twenty  drops. 

Or,  bathe  the  pit  of  the  ftomach  frequently  with  brandy, 
or  fpirits  of  wine  camphorated. 

Take  of  Calx  of  antimony. 

Rhubarb  of  each  a fcrupie, 

Thebaic  extract,  two  grains. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  a bole, 

To  be  t^ken  as  foon  as  the  patient  has  had  plentiful  evacua- 
tions upwards  and  downwards,  and  begins  to  grow  faint, 
wafhing  it  down  with  the  following  draught  : 


Take 
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Take  of  Simple  peppermint-water,  an  ounce  and  half. 
Strong  cinnamon-water,  half  an  ounce. 

To  be  repeated  occasionally. — See  Cholic  and  Vomiting. 


.TENESMUS. 

4 Tenefmus  is  a continual  defire  of  going  to  ftool  without 
voiding  any  thing  more  than  an  acrid  mucus  : the 
part  affeded  is  the  redum,  or  its  fphinder.  It  is  rarely  an 
idiopathic  difeafe. 

The  caufe.  A laxity  of  the  fibres ; fpafmodic  conftridion, 
a paralytic  affedion  of  the  fphinder  ani  ; abrafion  of  the 
mucus  of  ulcer,  or  acrid  irritating  fluid  ■-in  the  redum  ; 
haemorrhoides,  worms,  ftone,  diarrhoea,  dyfentery. 

The  diagnofics.  A pungent  pain  in,  or  about  the  redum; 
frequent  inclinations  to  go  to  flool,  without  correfpondent 


1 


evacuations  ; 
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evacuations  ; violent  draining  without  voiding  any  thing 

or  bloody  mucus  ; fen  fa  don  of  laffitude, 


but 


a vile 


iOirl 


faintnefs. 

The prognojlics.  If  idiopathic,  and  the  patient  is  not  fub- 
je<5t  to  a prolapfus  am,  it  is  by  no  means  formidable  or  re- 
bellious. If  it  proceeds  from  an  ulcer  in  the  (trait  gut,  or 
if  it  is  fymptomatic  in  a diarrhoea  or  dyfentery,  or  accom- 
panied with  fyncopes,  it  portends  great  danger  and  de- 
mands immediate  affiftance. 

The  cure.  Ufe  emollient  fomentations  and  ciyfters  ; let 
the  body  be  kept  as  ftill  as  poffible  and  in  an  eafy  pofition. 

Id*  Take  of  Gum  arabic,  an  ounce,  diflolve  in  feven  ounces  of 

whey,  to  which  add 
A drachm  of  thebaic  tin&ure. 


For  a clyfter.  Or2 

Take  of  New  milk,  five  ounces. 

Sweet  oil,  two  ounces. 

Thebaic  tin&ure,  two  drachms, 

For  a clyfter.  Or, 


Take 
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Take  of  Mountain  wine,  five  ounces, 

Balfam  of  capivi,  half  an  ounce,  diffolved  in  the  yolk 
of  an  egg. 

Oil  of  amber,  a drachm, 

For  a clyfter.  Or,  the  (larch  clyfter  in  Diarrhoea. 

Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur. 

Rhubarb,  of  each  a fcruple. 

Thebaic  extract,  two  grains,. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  a bole* 

- i 

To  be  repeated  as  there  maybe  occahon. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Sperma  ceti. 

Elecampane,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Rhubarb,  a drachm. 

Syrup  of  Meconium,  enough  for  an  electuary. 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 


O 
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PILE  S. 

HPHE  Piles  are  a painful  and  fometimes  periodical  tumor 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  re<5tum  ; if  they  difcharge 
blood,  they  are  called  the  bleeding  piles  ; if  not,  the  blind 
piles : according  to  their  fize  and  lhape,  they  are  nominated 
verrucal,  uval,  moral,  or  vefical. 

The  caujes.  A plethora,  a cacochymy  ; violent  exercife, 
particularly  hard  riding  ; negledl  of  ufual  evacuations,  la- 
borious efforts  in  parturition  ; conftipation  of  body,  (training 
hard  at  (tool,  lentor ; vifcidity,  or  acrimony  of  the  fluids. 

, The  diagnojlics.  Swelling  of  the  anus,  great  pain  at  going 
to  ftool,  voiding  of  blood,  fenfation  of  a pungent  pain  ; 
heat,  or  weight  and  preffure  in  the  anus. 

The  prognojlics.  They  fometimes,  though  rarely,  inflame 

© 

and  become  gangrenous  ; fometimes  grow  ulcerous  and 
bring  on  a fiflula.  If  they  continue  long  without  being  re- 

fclved. 
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folved,  they  are  extremely  troublefome  and  even  render  life 
burthenfome.  If  they  happen  periodically  and  are  always 
attended  with  a difcharge  of  blood,  they  are  falutary  critical 
evacuations,  and  to  hop  them  may  prove  dangerous,  unlefs 
the  bleeding  is  very  profufe  and  occafions  faintnefs,  weak- 
nefs,  or  lofs  of  appetite. 

The  cure.  Cue  regard  mull  be  paid  to  the  caufe  from 
whence  they  fpring,  and  the  concomitant  fymptoms  with 
which  they  are  attended.  If  owing  to  a plethora,  bleed  ; 
or  order  a diluting  fparing  regimen,  with  the  liberal  ufe  of 
fruit,  vegetables,  cucumbers,  and  fuch  like.  But  if  they 

appear  in  a cache<5tic  habit,  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  that  all  thefe 
things  fhould  be  avoided,  and  thofe  only  propofed  which 
are  eafieft  of  digellion. 

Note,  the  viands  which  digeft  fooneft  and  afford  the  mold 

laudable  nutriment,  are  milk,  eggs,  partridge,  chicken,  fhelh 

> \ 

filh,  jelli  es,  and  pork ; there  is  no  vegetable  that  digefts  fo 
foon  as  animal  fubftance  ; the  bones  of  birds  will  be  con- 
verted into  a mucus  in  the  flomach  in  lefs  time  than  even 
bread,  as  I have  found  by  frequent  experiments.  Nature 
never  defigued  that  mankind  fhould  ufe  a vegetable  diet 

G g only, 
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only,  and  it  is  aftonifhing  that  Dr.  Clreyne  fhould  recom- 
mend it  to  hypochondriacs  and  to  perfons  fubjetd  to  the 
gout  ; though  indeed  he  retraced  what  he  had  wrote  on 
this  head  before  he  died,  and  acknowledged  himfelf  to  have 
been  in  an  error. 

The  means  neceffary  for  the  relief  of  patients  in  this  dif- 
order  are  fomentations,  liniments,  aflringents,  attenuants, 
refolvents,  fulphureous  medicines  and  opiates. 

For  the  bleeding  piles, 

Take  of  Expreffed  juice  of  yarrow, 

of  plantain,  each  five  ounces. 

Sugar,  as  much  as  you  pleafe, 

+ 

Of  this  mixture  let  four  fpoonfuls  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

If  the  patient  is  coftive, 

Take  of  Lenitive  ele&uary,  an  ounce. 

Precipitated  fulphur,  feven  drachms, 
jalap,  one  drachm. 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  morning  and  night. 

If 
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If  he  is  of  a lax  habit, 

Take  of  Compound  powder  of  amber, 

Olibanum,  of  each  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Pern,  enough  for  pills, 

Number  twenty-four  ; three  to  be  taken  twice  a day. 

A fotus  may  be  ufed,  of  an  ounce  and  a half  of  lime- 
water,  with  half  an  ounce  of  thebaic  tin#ure.  Or,  an  ounce 
of  the  ointment  of  marfh -mallows,  with  five  grains  of  the 
thebaic  extra#  ; this  ointment  or  the  above  fhould  be  ap- 
plied two  or  three  times  a day. 

For  the  blind  piles., 

Take  of  iEthiop’s  mineral,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Precipitated  fulphur,  half  an  ounce. 

Rhubarb,  a drachm  and  half. 

Honey,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 

The  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

The  parts  may  be  touched  four  or  five  times  a day  with 
oil  of  amber,  or  fpirits  of  wine  camphorated. 

G g 2 
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The  following  ele<5tuary  is  not  only  excellent  in  this 
diforder,  but  I have  feen  amazing  effecls  from  it  in  the  cure 
of  a 


§C^  Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur. 

Elecampane,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Sweet  fennel  feeds,  half  an  ounce. 

Black  pepper,  two  drachms, 

Balfam  of  Capivi,  or  honey,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a walnut,  twice  or  thrice  a day* 


H E A R T- 
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HEART  - BURN. 

/ 

rJT“,HE  Heart-burn  is  a painful  fenfation  of  heat  and  four- 
nefs  about  the  left  orifice  of  the  ftomach,  which  is 
called  cardia,  from  whence  its  name,  viz.  Cardial gia. 

The  caufe.  An  acid  acrimony  arifing  from  a too  rapid 
fermentation  in  the  ftomach  ; the  corroftve  fleams  of  this 
acid  affetft  the  plexus  of  the  nerves  on  the  upper  orifice  of 
the  ftomach. 

The  diagnojlics.  Acid  erucftations,  a hot  burning  pain  at 
and  above  the  fcrobiculus  cordis,  an  involuntary  flux  of 
tears,  naufea;  vomiting  foon  after  meals,  of  a greafy  inflam- 
mable pituita;  fpafms  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ; the  rifing 
of  water  in  the  mouth,  particularly  in  the  morning  ; fick- 
nefs  foon  after  rifing  from  bed,  borborygmi,  flatus. 

The  prognostics.  It  is  never  dangerous,  but  extremely 
troublefome,  efpecially  after  riding  or  fmoaking  ; thofe  who 
are  fubjeci  to  it  are  free  from  inflammatory  fevers  ; it  is 
i fometim.es 
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fometiraes  a tedious  while  e’er  it  can  be  eradicated,  though 
always  curable  ; if  it  is  fuffered  to  continue  long,  it  may 
occafion  a cephalalgia,  vertigo,  epilepfy,  and  convulfions  of 
all  forts. 

The  cure . The  fpafmodic  or  rheumatic  pain  in  the 

ftomach  requires  the  ufe  of  aromatic  heating  medicines,  as, 
a fcrupl-e  of  camphire  in  half  an  ounce  of  aether  ; this 
noblefl  of  all  antifpafmodics  fliould  be  taken  in  a fpoon, 
without  mixing  any  thing  with  it,  or  fwallowing  any  thing 
immediately  after  it;  the  volatile  tindlure  of  guiacum,  half 
an  ounce  in  fix  ounces  of  water ; opiates,  aloetic  purges, 
chalybeates,  and  the  dry  vomit.  See  Flatus. 

The  gout  in  the  ftomach  is  foon  removed  by  the  above- 
mentioned  folution  of  camphire  in  aether,  the  guaiacine  bal- 
fam  ; drinking  moderately  of  fpirits  or  Madeira  wine,  or  the 
liberal  ufe  of  opiates. 

Periodical  pains  are  to  be  removed  by  the  bark,  or  if  they 
do  not  yield  to  that,  by  the  dry  vomit. 

Whatever  ferments  fpeedily  in  the  ftomach  fliould  be 
avoided,  as  vegetables,  fruit,  fugar,  wines,  malt  and  all 
liquors  that  have  not  pafled  the  ftate  of  fermentation  : Ma- 
deira 
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deira  is  faid  to  be  the  only  wine  which  will  not  ferment  in 
the  ftomach.  The  dinner  fhould  be  made  of  animal  food, 
and  nothing  but  water  drank  with  it  ; the  breakfaft  and 
fupper  fhould  be  milk.  A draught  of  milk  and  water  will 
generally  relieve  the  pain,  whenever  it  is  violent. 

The  cure  may  be  perfected  by  the  occahonal  ufe  ol  ta- 
bellae  cardialgicae,  oyller-fhells,  bole,  terra  Lernnia,  red 
coral,  crabs  eyes  or  claws,  egg  {hells,  burned  hartlhorn,  li- 
quorice, chalk,  or  lime-ftones,  which  are  the  ftrongeft  of  all 
alkalis  ; the  oils  of  nutmegs,  cloves,  or  cinnamon. 

Sd3  Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces,, 

Salt  of  wormwood,  fix  drachms. 

Pure  water,  a pint"  and  half^ 

When  the  gum  is  diffolved,  add  the  fait  and  four  ounces  of 
flrong  cinnamon  water  : of  this  mixture,  three  or  four 
fpoonfuls  may  be  taken,  twice  or  three  times  a day. 

Of  the  aloetic  alkaline  wine  two  fpoonfuls  may  be  taken 
morning  and  night.  Or,  thirty  drops  of  lixivium  of  tartar. 
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Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 
In  very  obftinate  cafes  an  emetic  fhould  be  premifed, 

then  a purgative  of  two  ounces  of  the  facred  tindure  ; after 

* 

which,  either  of  the  above  formulae  will  complete  the  cure. 


C H O LIC. 

H E Cholic  is  a fevere  pain  in  the  belly,  affeding  the 
“®-  epigaftre  or  hypochondres  ; the  part  affeded  is  the 

t 

gut  colon. 

The  caufes.  Diflention  from  flatulencies,  acid  gas,  irri- 
tation of  the  villous  coat  of  that  inteftine,  crudities,  coftive- 

I 

nefs,  ruptures,  folution  of  continuity,  fcybals , acrimony  of 
the  bile. 


The 
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time  affeding  the  whole  of  it,  another  time  determined  to 


one  point ; fometimes  fhifting  from  place  to  place,  fome- 
tiines  fixed,  while  the  belly  fwells  as  if  it  would  burft  : the 

, r >•  * i > 

patient  is  coftive,  makes  but  little  urine  ; a fever  and  ftrong 
pulfation  in  the  abdomen  are  its  ufual  concomitants,  with 
vomiting,  rugitus,  or  rolling  noife  in  the  inteftines,  but 
always  a vehement  and  tenfive  pain. 

* v 

In  the  Bilious  Colic  yellow  or  greenilh  matter  is  ejeded ; 
the  erudations  are  nidorous,  the  third  is  more  intenfe,  and 
the  fever  higher  than  in  the  flatulent  colic. 

■HI 

The  Colica  Pidonum  infefts  the  hands  and  feet.  For 
this  the  balfam  of  Peru  has  been  found  an  excellent  remedy, 
the  dofe  thirty  or  forty  drops  to  be  repeated  as  there  is 

occafion. 

The  Stone  Colic  mull  be  treated  with  a view  to  its  caufe. 
See  Stone. 

The  Hyfteric  Colic  is  not  dangerous.  See  Hysterics. 

\ 

The  prognojlics.  If  the  pain  is  mild,  or  if  it  intermits, 
and  the  conftipation  of  body  is  not  very  refradory,  it  is 
eafily  cured.  If  the  pain  is  fixed  and  there  be  no  paflage 


H h 


downward ; 
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downward ; if  it  is  attended  with  intolerable  reftleffnefs, 

*•  ; * 

vomiting,  fainting,  hiccoughs,  cold  fweats  and  delirium, 
there  is  no  fmall  danger.  It  not  unfrequently  terminates 
in  a palfy,  jaundice,  epilepfy,  or  dropfy.  If  owing  to 
an  inflammation  of  the  bowels  and  the  pain  fuddenly 
vanifhes,  it  will  prove  fatal,  for  the  parts  are  then  fphacer 
lated. 

The  cure..  The  concomitant  fever  is  of  lefs  confequence 
than  it  is  often  imagined  to  be,  being  only  fymptomatic,  and 
when  the  caufe  is  removed  will  ceafe  of  courfe  in  general, 
phlebotomy  is  unneceflary  and  fuper-induees  much  worfe 
diforders,  for  thofe  juft  mentioned  (when  colics  terminate 
thus  unfavourably)  are  not  a little  obliged  to  the  lancet  for 

their  exiftence.  Clyfters  are  peculiarly  ferviceable,  becaufe 

* * . " " • * 7 * 

they  are  fooneft  conveyed  to  the  affedted  part  and  expedite 
the  difcharge  by  ftool ; cathartics  ftiould  immediately  fuc- 
ceed.  The  ufe  of  opiates  (as  in  all  painful  diforders)  is  in- 
dicated. Semicupia  are  highly  beneficial. 

In  the  Bilious  Colic,  emetic  taitar,  clyfters,  aloetic  or 
rhabarbine  purges  and  anodynes  are  to  be  ufed.  See  Jaun- 
dice  and  Flatus. 


In 
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In  the  Hylteric  Colic,  cordials,  diaphoretics,  anti- 
hylterics,  clyfters,  and  chalybeates,  are  indicated. 

In  the  Stone  Colic  carminatives  are  of  little  fervice  : 
regard  mult  be  paid  to  its  original  caufe.  See  Stone. 

$ ■ _ . .y  . V • - ‘ 

'*■  , ^ *•  * ' • » 

In  the  Flatulent  Colic  begin  with  a purgative  clylter  ; if 
attended  with  a high  fever,  and  the  patient  is  really  ple- 
thoric, draw  off  fix  or  feven  ounces  of  blood.  Then, 

«•  • ■ * , r * 

• * 

Take  of  Common  water,  fix  ounces. 

Oil  of  olives,  two  ounces, 

Glauber’s  fait,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Thebaic  tindture,  two  drachms. 

For  a clylter.  Or, 

Take  of  Balfam  of  capivi  (diffolved  in  the  yolk  of  an  egg)  half 

an  ounce. 

Mountain  wine,  fix  ounces, 

Linfeed  oil,  two  ounces. 

Thebaic  extraft,  five  grains, 

A clylter.  Or, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  two  fcruples,  > 

SCjr5  Gamboge,  one  fcruple, 

H h Thebaic 


/ 
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Thebaic  extract, 

< 

Calomel,  of  each  tea  grains, 

, • , ■ Syrup  of  buckthorn,,  enough  for  pills, 

s ' * .L  T . ' I . . K \ t)  ■ \ , 

Number  fixteen  ; three  to  be  taken  and  repeated  as  there  is 

* * **  • •’  1 ' . » ‘ ' » ; . 

occafion.  Or, 

-•  • - : ' • ■ v • f!  ■ ~ 

. . . •.  . . • • » • '«  • ■ 

Take  of  Colocyath^  a fcruple^ 

§(3  Thebaic  extracd,  ten  grains. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury, 

Kermes  mineral,  of  each  five  grains* 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills, 

‘ - •;  . ' 5 . * ....  . . , ; # 

Eight ; two  every  hour  till  the  pain  ceafes. 

Take  of  Sacred  tindture,  two  ounces  and  a half* 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  half  an  ounce, 

\ & i 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,,  feven  grains* 

A draught  to  be  taken  immediately.  Or, 

Take  of  Tin&ure  of  fenna,  two  ounces  and  a half. 

Syrup  of  folutive  rofes,  half  an  ounce. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  ten  grains. 


A draught. 


If 
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If  the  pain  continues  after  the  draughts  begin  to  work. 

Take  of  Cathartic  extract,  two  fcruples. 

Thebaic  extradt,  three  grains. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  two  grains* 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  a bolus* 

I have  known  electricity  often  remove  the  colic  t to  fay 
the  truth,  I never  knew  it  tried  without  giving  almoft  im- 
mediate relief ; it  has  fometimes  returned,  but  a repetition 
of  the  fame  has  had  the  fame  effect  as  before.  Ten  or  fif- 
teen grains  of  allum  often  repeated  are  faid  to  cure  an 

. i.  T .*  ♦ . > 

habitual  colic. 


ILIAC 
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ILIAC  PASSION. 

♦ 

rJPHE  Iliac  Paffion  is  an  inverfion  of  the  periftaltic  motion 
of  the  inteftines,  confequently  in  this  cafe  nothing 

can  pafs  downwards.  It  is  alfo  called  Volvulus  and  rnife- 

— » “ * \ 

rere  mei. 

The  caufes.  The  introfu fception  of  a fuperior  part  of  an 
inteftine  into  a lower,  or  e contra ; induration  of  foeces  in 
the  return  into  fcybals ; vomiting,  irritation,  a rupture, 
acrid  bile. 

The  diagnojlics.  A mo  ft  acute  pain  in  the  fmall,  fome- 
times  in  the  large  guts  ; generally  about  the  umbilical 
region ; above  it,  a tumour  ; difficulty  in  making  urine,  the 
anus  fometimes  fo  faft  clofed  by  a fpafm  as  to  become  totally 
impervious  ; it  comes  on  flowly,  while  the  tumor  in  the 
belly  grows  bigger  and  harder ; vehement  (training,  ejection 
of  excrements  by  the  mouth,  difficult  refpiration,  cold 

fweats, 
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fweats,  hiccoughs,  frigidity  of  the  extremities,  fyneopes, 
fubfultus  tendinum,  ideotcy. 

Th eprognojlics.  This  terrible  diforder  is  incident  to  per- 
fons  of  all  ages  ; to  old  perfons  it  is  fatal  ; hiccoughs  and 
convulfions  are  the  forerunners  of  death,  fo  is  alfo  a fudden 
difappearance  of  the  pain,  being  the  fign  of  a mortification. 

The  cure.  I have  relieved  fome  after  the  foeces  came  up 
at  the  mouth  by  cold  pediluvia.  Let  the  patient  be  taken 
out  of  bed,  and  being  fupported  between  two  perfons, 
throw  water  as  cold  as  can  be  procured  on  the  feet,  then 
dafli  it  on  the  legs,  and  in  a few  feconds  more  on  the 
thighs  : after  wiping  him  dry,  replace  him  in  the  bed,  and 
in  a quarter  of  an  hour,  if  a flool  is  not  produced  repeat 
the  fame  manoeuvre  ; if  the  fecond  operation  fails,  fuccels 
is  not  to  be  expe<51ed. 

If  it  proceeds  from  a hernia,  reduce  the  inteftine  if  poffi- 
ble.  If  plethoric,  which  is  feldom  the  cafe,  a little  blood; 
may  be  taken  away.-  Injecd,  if  it  can  be  done,  a clyfter  of 
tobacco  finoke,  it  is  an  Herculean  remedy  then  give  a 
el) Tier  of  feven  ounces  of  oil,  with  a drachm  of  colocynth 

■ boiled 
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boiled  in  it.  Some  give  four  or  five  ounces,  or  even  half  a 
pound  of  live  quickfilver,  for  a dofe  ; if  voided  by  ftool,  the 
patient  will  recover;  if  retained.,  as  it  often  is,  it  expedites 
his  end  ; I have  found  it  in  the  figmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon.  For  feveral  nights  after  recovery  a paregoric  will 
be  neceffary.  The  following  fimple  draught  has  been  ex- 
ceeding ferviceable 


Take  of  Sacred  tindture,  two  ounces. 

* 

Syrup  of  meconium. 

Oil  of  olives, 

p < . •* 

Vinegar,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

Sperma  ceti,  two  drachms, 

^ , • * 

•V|  * ' i P . .•  a 

A draught ; to  be  taken  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  Bitter  purging  fait,  two  ounces. 

Pure  water,  fix  ounces. 

Foetid  tindture, 

Theban  tindture,  of  each  two  drachms, 

A clyfler. 


3 


Take 


Take  of  Colocynth,  two  fcruples. 

Thebaic  extradt,  one  fcruple. 
Yellow  emetic  mercury, 

Kermes  mineral,  of  each  ten  grains, 
Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twelve  ; two  to  be  taken  occafionally. 


APPETITE  BAD. 

T^HEN  the  appetite  is  depraved,  or  the  ftomach  de- 
prived of  its  ufual  appetence  for  food,  or  when  a 
naufea  is  felt  at  the  light  or  fmell  of  victuals,  a perfon  is  faid 
to  labour  under  an  Anorexia. 

* 

Apelia  is  when  the  digeftive  organs  are  incapable  of 
elaborating  the  aliment  into  chyle,  or  a loll  digellion. 

Bradypeplia  is  when  digellion  is  performed  llowly  and 
with  srreat  difficulty,  or  a diminilhed  diseftion. 

O y o 

I i Dyfpepfia 
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Dyfpepfia  is  when  the  food  cannot  fo  properly  be  faid  to 
be  digefled,  as  converted  into  a morbid  colluvies  not  fit  for 
nutriment,  and  may  therefore  be  called  a Depraved  Di- 
geflion. 

They  all  proceed  from  the  fame  caufes,  and  require  the 
fame  method  of  cure. 

The  caufes.  A laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres  of  the  flomach, 
a glutinous  pituita  ; a deficiency  of  the  fecretions,  particu- 
larly that  of  faliva  or  the  gaflric  fluid  ; grief,  fear,  the  mind 
being  intenfely  fixed  on  one  objed,  hard  drinking,  former 
voracity,  profufe  excretions,  want  of  fleep,  deficiency  of 
heat  in  the  flomach,  fevere  fludies. 

The  diagnofics . Frequent  retchings,  and  what  the  Scotch 
call  dry  boaking ; palenefs,  borborygmi,  tenfion  of  the 
fcrobiculus  cordis,  nidorous  erudations  ; after  long  conti- 
nuance without  food,  no  inclination  to  eat  ; at  the  fight  of 
viduals,  naufea  ; after  eating,  vomiting  and  fwelling  at  the 
pit  of  the  flomach,  fenfation  of  coldnefs  in  the  flomach. 

The  prognoflics . It  often  terminates  in  a marafmus, 
dropfy,  jaundice,  or  cachexy,  and  the  patient  dies  tabid.  It 
is  always  of  bad  confequence  if  of  long  continuance,  for  the 

patient 
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patient  gradually  grows  worfe  while  the  diforder  increafes 
in  obftinacy.  There  are  but  few  cafes  which  are  irreme- 
diable. 

The  cure.  The  patient  fhould  humor  his  ftomach  by 
eating  whatever  he  feels  the  lealt  inclination  for,  and  of 
that  a little  at  a time  and  often. 

For  diet  fee  Phthisis,  Hypochondria,  Impotency,  and 
Weakness  of  the  Solids. 

The  chalybeate  waters  are  ufeful,  or  (if  from  frequent  acls 
of  intemperance  and  ebriety)  the  Bath  waters  ; acids,  bit- 
ters, change  of  air,  exercife,  fleeping  foon  after  meals, 
gentle  cathartics,  aftringents,  aromatics,  but  above  all  the 
dry  vomit. 

Take  of  Ipecacuanha,  five  grains. 

Blue  vitriol,  one  grain. 

Let  this  powder  be  taken  in  the  morning  falling,  three  times 
a week,  without  drinking  any  thing  during  the  operation. 

Take  of  Aromatic  pills,  a drachm. 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 

I i 2 
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Filings  of  iron, 

Myrrh,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ; two  to  be  taken  twice  a day* 

If  not  cofcive, 

Take  of  Conferve  of  wormwood,  an  ounce  and  half,, 

Galangal, 

Zedoary,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  ele&uary. 

4 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  twice  a day. 

Take  of  Aromatic  pills. 

Snake-root,  of  each  a drachm* 

4 

Long  pepper,  half  a drachm,  > 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  twenty  drops, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

A tea-fpoonful  of  the  bitter  tin<5lure  may  be  taken  thrice 
a day,  or  twenty  drops  of  the  acid  elixir  of  vitriol.  See 
Flatus. 


BULIMUS. 


B U L 
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M U 


S. 

BULIMUS,  or  canine  appetite,  is  fo  called  from  the 
conftant  propensity  that  is  felt  to  eat,  and  the  voracity 

with  which  the  food  is  devoured. 

The  canjes.  A digeflion  too  quick,  a too  liberal  ufe  of 
acids,  immoderate  evacuations,  worms,  acrimony  of  the 
gaftric  fluid. 

The  diagnojlics  are  fufliciently  obvious. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  often  Succeeded  by  a bulimia  ; that 
is  when  the  fame  inclination  to  eat  remains  without  the 
power,  and  after  the  patient  does  eat,  he  faints.  If  not 
cured,  it  terminates  in  a lientery,  a cacochymy,  or  atrophy. 

The  cure.  Let  fat  meat  and  fat  broths  be  the  principal 
diet  ; fweet  wines  or  new  beer,  the  chief  liquids  that  are 

drank.  Give  emetics,  particularly  the  dry  vomit  and  aloclic 

\ 

cathartics.  If  it  proceeds  from  worms,. 


Take 
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Take  of  iBthiop’s  mineral. 

Tin,  of  each  two  drachms. 

For  fix  powders  ; let  one  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron, 

AiTa  foetida,  of  each  two  fcruples, 

Oil  of  wormwood,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  twice  a day. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a drachm. 

Calomel, 

Colocynth,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills, 

Thirty-two  ; three  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Mutton  fuet,  eight  ounces. 

New  milk,  four  ounces. 

For  a draught,  to  be  drank  warm. 

Opium  may  be  ufed  occafionally,  not  in  lefs  dofes  than 
three  grains. 


VOMITING. 
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VOMITING. 

* ■ ' r*  - . 'f-y  ■ ■ . . • 

r | 1 H E cauje  of  Vomiting  is  a convulfive  or  inverted  mo- 
tion of  the  flomach  ; owing  to  fome  irritation  of  the 
nerves  of  its  left  orifice,  which  may  be  occafioned  by  con- 
fent  of  parts,  as  failing,  tickling  the  throat,  8cc.  to  a laxity 
alfo  of  its  mufcular  fibres,  acid  acrimony,  or  redundance 
of  bile. 

c * 

The  cliagnojlic  is  obvious.  If  idiopathic,  no  part  is  afieeled 
but  the  flomach.  If  fymptomatic,  reference  muft  be  had  to 
the  primary  diforder. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  often  a critical  expulfion  of  an 
acrid  morbific  matter,  and  fhould  then  be  promoted  by  an 
emetic  and  broth.  If  of  more  than  two  days  continuance 
(at  times)  or  if  the  patient  is  always  fick  after  eating,  it 
ought  to  be  prevented.,  or  it  will  terminate  in  an  anorexia, 
marafmus,  or  paralytic  affection  of  the  flomach. 


The 
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The  cure.  Give  a gentle  emetic,  as  five  or  feven  grains  of 
ipecacuanha,  every  morning  fading,  for  a few  days,  letting 
it  work  itfelf  off  without  drinking.  If  plethoric,  which  is 
feldom  the  cafe,  bleed.  Its  prevention  is  to  be  fecured  by 

anti-emetics,  nervines,  cardiacs  and  opiates.  Repeated  ap- 
plications of  camphorated  fpirits  of  wine  to  the  pit  of  the 
ftomach  ; fomentations  and  domachic  plaiders  maybe  ufed  : 
it  would  not  be  amifs  to  apply  them  under  the  left  fhoulder 
rather  than  to  the  pit  of  the  ftomach.  Preparations  of  mint 
are  of  great  utility,  either  the  effential  oil,  or  an  infufion  of 
the  leaves  in  the  diftilled  water  of  the  fame.  If  it  proceeds 
from  an  acid  acrimony,  give  plentiful  draughts  of  broth, 
and  a drachm  of  the  magnefia  alba  occafionally. 

A fcruple  of  Colombo  root,  as  often  as  is  neceftary. 

See  Colic,  Cholera  Morbus,  Flatus  and  Appetite  Bad. 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  fcruples, 

Conferve  of  wormwood,  half  a drachm. 

Let  this  be  waflied  down  immediately  with  two  ounces  of 
lemon  juice,  or  vinegar,  or  a draught  compofed  of  one 
ounce  of  lemon  :ce,  and  one  ounce  of  pepper-mint-water'. 
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Take  of  Bay  berries,  half  a drachm. 

Grains  of  paradife, 

Galangal,  of  each  ten  grains. 

Oil  of  cinnamon, 

" z1- 

Oil  of  mint,  of  each  three  drops, 

r* ' 4 < * / A „ y „ i u i 

Thebaic  extract,  two  grains. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  a bole, 

To  be  taken  at  bed  time. 

v 

A tea-fpoonful  of  compound  fpirits  of  lavender  may  be 
taken  occalionally. 


SYNCOPE. 

» » 

(CT^YNCOPE,  or  fainting,  proceeds  from  an  obftrudion  of 
the  efflux  of  the  nervous  influence  along  the  par  vagum. 
The  canjes . Weaknefs,  intenfe  pain,  hunger,  third, 
anorexia,  profufe  evacuations,  excefs  of  external  heat,  paf- 
fions  of  the  mind,  hylleric  affedions,  uterine  furor. 

K k 


The 


The  diagnojlics.  Palenefs,  cold  fweats,  low  flattering 
pulfe,  tremblings,  ceffation  of  motion  and  fenfe. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  always  dangerous,  excepting  in 
hyfterical  paroxyfms,  and  then  it  is  of  little  confequence. 
From  excelfive  evacuations,  or  after  convullions,  or  fuper- 
vening  the  ravages  of  a fever,  it  is  often  fatal. 

The  cure  is  to  be  effedlecl  by  nervines,  cardiacs,  fternuta- 
tories,  volatiles,  opiates,  the  cordial  confe&ion,  ginger,  a 
generous  diet,  and  the  cold  bath. 

See  Epilepsy,  Flatus,  and  Weakness  of  the  Solids, 

Take  of  The  chalk  julep,  feven  ounces. 

Strong  cinnamon  water,  two  ounces,. 

Compound  fpirits  of  lavender, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

A julep,  of  which  give  three  or  four  fpoonfuls,  as  there  is 
occahon.  It  is  a moll  excellent  cordial. 

Take  of  Volatile  tirwSure  of  valerian*  an  ounce  and  half. 
Compound  fpirits  of  lavender,  half  an  ounce. 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  thefe  drops  to  be  taken  in  a glafs  of 
water  two  or  three  times  a day. 


POISONS. 
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POISONS. 

TF  Poifons  have  been  taken  internally,  give  immediately 
three  grains  of  blue  vitriol,  and  five  grains  of  the  yellow 
emetic  mercury,  with  frequent  and  large  dofes  of  fweet  oil 
afterwards. 

For  the  bite  of  a mad  dog.  Apply  a cataplafm  of  pickled 
herrings  to  the  part  affecfied  ; or  a cauftic  with  the  follow- 

. _ ' 1 

ing  drefling,  half  an  ounce  of  gum  elerrii,  and  two  drachms 
of  the  red  corrofive  mercury.  Ufe  the  pulvis  antilylfus, 
mufk,  alkalis,  mercurials,  and  immerfion  in  fait  water. 

Take  of  Camphire,  a drachm  and  half, 

* 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  half  a drachm, 
Balfam  of  guaiacum,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ; one  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

N.  B.  I fear  all  the  above,  and  the  famous  Ormfkirk  me- 
dicine  too,  are  equally  ufdefs,  if  the  dog  be  really  mad. 


K k 2 
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For  the  bite  of  a viper.  Bathe  the  part  affe<fled  with 
warm  oil  often. 

Sting  of  an  infect.  Apply  a piece  of  allum  wetted  to  the 
part  frequently,  or  balfam  of.  Peru  and  Hungary  water,  of 
each  equal  parts,  or,  of  oil  of  olives  and  oil  of  turpentine 
equal  parts,  or  camphorated  fpirits  of  wine,  tinclure  of 
myrrh,  of  each  equal  parts  ; or  volatile  fpirits  of  fait  ammo- 
niac and  oil  of  amber,  of  each  equal  parts. 


PALPITATION  of  the  HEART. 

\ Palpitation  of  the  heart  is  a preternatural  fyflole  of 
that  vifcus. 

i 

The  caufes.  It  is  often  owing  to  a plethora,  to  polypous 
concretions,  fometimes  to  a deficiency  of  nervous  influence, 
or  influx  difproportionate  to  the  elafticity  of  the  mufcular 

fibre, 


fibre,  indolence,  cbriety,  acid  gas,  fpafms,  acrimony  of 
the  fluids. 

The  diagnojlics.  A fluttering  pulfe,  temporary  floppage 
of  the  breath,  a preternatural  pulfation  on  the  left  fide,  to 
be  felt  by  the  hand,  and  fometimes  to  be  heard. 

The  prognojlics . If  it  is  owing  to  flefliy  excrefcencies  or 
grumous  clots,  it  is  incurable  : if  from  a plethora,  it  is  to  be 
removed  by  bleeding  only  ; if  from  an  acid  halitus,  eafily 
curable  by  alcalis  and  cardiacs.  If  of  long  continuance,  it 
often  terminates  in  an  apoplexy. 

The  cure.  It  rnufl;  be  treated  according  to  the  caufe  it 
proceeds  from.  If  the  patient  is  not  plethoric,  avoid  all 
evacuations  and  ufe  one  of  the  fubfequent  remedies  : 

$3*  A fcruple  of  camphor,  dinolved  in  half  an  ounce  of  aether,. 

For  a draught. 

• \ 

Take  of  Compound  fpiri't  of  lavender,. 

Tindture  of  caftor,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a day. 
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Take  of  Gum  arabic*  two  ounces*  diflolve  in 
Pure  water*  a pint 
Tindture  of  cantharides* 

Oil  of  turpentine*  of  each  half  an  ounce* 

Three  fpoonfuls  of  this  mixture  to  be  taken,  night  and 
morning. 


Spafms,  Opijlhotonos , Convulfions . 

OP  ASM  S owe  their  origin  to  an  irregular  or  unequal 
influx  of  the  vital  heat  into  the  affeded  mufcles ; or 
great  deficiency  thereof.  They  require  the  ufe  of  veficato- 

i 

ries,  emetics,  and  antilpafmodics,  fuch  as  gum  ammoniac, 
afla  foetida,  valerian,  mulk,  or  which  is  fecond  to  none  of 
them,  a fcruple  of  camphire  in  half  an  ounce  of  aether. 
Painful  fpafms  demand  the  liberal  ufe  of  opiates. 


3 
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In  the  opifthotonos  and  the  locked  jaw,  the  thebaic  ex- 
tract may  be  given,  even  to  the  quantity  of  feven  or  eight 
grains  for  a dofe,  wafhing  it  down  with  feven  ounces  of  the 
mufk  julep,  or  four  grains  frequently  repeated,  i.  e.  every 
hour,  ’till  the  end  is  anfwered. 

Convulfions  of  all  forts  in  children,  yield  to  the  follow- 
ing drops  : 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  a drachm. 

Tincture  of  alfa  foetida,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty,  be  given,  three 
or  four  times  a day. 


U I A B E T E S. 
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1)  I A B E T E S. 

I 

' • . -* 

A Diabetes  is  a preternatural  difcharge  of  urine. 

The  caujes.  An  obfl.ru  clion  of  infenfible  perfpira- 
tion,  dilatation  of  the  renal  glands,  too  great  attenuation  of 
ferum,  laxity  of  the  fibres,  hard  drinking. 

The  diagnojlics.  If  of  long  (landing,  or  fupervenes  on  the 
departure  of  a fever,  it  is  dangerous  ; proceeding  from 
weaknefs  of  the  folids,  it  is  difficult  of  cure  : in  old  perfons 
feldom  removable. 

The  cure.  For  diet  fee  Phthisis  or  Hypochondria, 
Aflringents,  chalybeates,  balfamics,  mineral  acids,  aggluti- 
nants  and  corroborants  are  proper  in  this  cafe,  as  alfo  is  the 
cold  bath.  A veficatory  applied  to  the  os  facrum  has  an 
admirable  effebl.  For  common  drink,  the  white  decoiflion 
may  be  given,  with  an  ounce  of  tincfiure  of  rofes  in  every 
pint  ; or  lime-water,  or  the  Briftol  waters,  or  allum  whey, 
which  when  drank  copioufly  will  fometimes  effetfl:  a cure 


alone  : 
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alone  : it  may  be  prepared  by  boiling  two  fcruples  of roch- 
allum  in  a pint  and  half  of  new  milk.  If  coflive,  let  aloetics 
be  given.  The  dry  vomit  is  of  confiderable  utility.  The 
following  have  been  all  found  ferviceable  : See  Diarrhoea. 

Take  of  Maftic,  a drachm  and  half, 

Balauftines, 

Olibanum,  of  each  half  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two ; three  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Compound  fpirits  of  lavender,  an  ounce. 

Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  a drachm, 

Of  thefe  drops  let  a tea-fpoonful  be  taken  thrice  a day. 
Or,  of 

Tindture  of  cantharides, 

k 

A tea-fpoonful  morning  and  evening. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  an  ounce. 

Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  half  an  ounce, 

Tindture  of  cantharides,  enough  for  an  eledluary. 

Dole,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg,  twice  a day* 

L 1 w ORMS. 
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■O^ORMS  are  of  three  forts,  Teretes,  or  the  round 
worm,  whofe  feat  is  in  the  ftomach  ; Taenia,  or  the 
tape  worm,  which  is  to  be  found  in  mod  of  the  inteftines ; 
Afcarides,  or  the  fmall  worm,  feldom  to  be  met  with  but  in 
the  return. 

The  caiife.  Ova  received  with  the  food. 

The  diagnojlics.  Inflation  of  the  abdomen  ; violent  pain 
and  fpafms  in  the  ftomach  and  bowels  ; itching  of  the  nofe 
or  anus  ; foetid  breath,  voracity,  the  excrements  greafy,  or 
greenifh,  or  flimy  ; coma,  naufea,  moiftnefs  of  the  mouth 
and  Havering  in  the  night,  grinding  of  the  teeth,  faintnefs, 

i , 

cold  fweats,  delirium,  convulflons  ; ftiocks,  fimilar  to  elec- 
trical ones ; flulhing  heats,  flying  pains,  anxiety,  alternate 
fwelling  and  fubfidence  of  the  veins,  the  pulfe  weak  and 
intermitting,  thirft,  palenefs,  vagrant  flitches,  epileptical 

paroxyfms, 
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paroxyfms,  paralytical  ftrokes,  which  go  off  fpontaneoully 
on  the  removal  of  the  caufe. 

The  prognojlics.  If  they  remain  long  in  the  inteflinal 
canal,  they  produce  a variety  of  unaccountable  diforders  : 
ftrange  and  incredible  are  the  effe&s  which  are  occafioned 
by  thefe  deteftable  vermin  ; few  perfons  are  wholly  free 
from  them.  If  after  they  are  deftroyed  they  are  not  con- 
veyed  out  of  the  body,  a putrid  acrimony  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  ; fmall  dofes  of  cathartics  fhould  be  continued  for 
fome  time  after  they  are  killed,  not  only  for  the  above 
reafon,  but  to  cleanfe  the  bowels  from  the  adhering  ova. 

The  cure  is  to  be  effected  by  aloetics,  chalybeates,  oils, 
oleous  clyflers,  fait  or  oil  of  wormwood,  which  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  navel,  or  a plaifter  of  aloes  and  galbanum  may 
be  fmeared  over  with  it,  and  applied  to  the  umbilical  region 
for  children.  New  milk,  a deco&ion  of  quicklilver,  two 
ounces  to  a pint  lor  four  dofes,  flowers  of  fulphur  mixed  up 
with  honey,  the  lize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and 
morning  ; factitious  cinnabar  is  an  excellent  anthelmintic, 
as  alfo  are  the  filings  of  pewter,  which  may  be  given  to 
adults  to  the  quantity  of  a drachm,  falling,  or  the  fame 

L 1 2 quantity 
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quantity  of  tin.  The  following  pills  are  equal  to  any 
thing  in  efficacy: 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  a drachm, 

Calomel,  a fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four  ; dofe,  two  morning  and  night.  Or, 

Take  of  fEthiops  mineral,  an  ounce  and  half, 

- . . . y J i r ^ i ...  j ' .»•  } 

Seeds  of  fantonicum,  half  an  ounce. 

Honey,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

The  fize  of  a walnut  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  Or, 
if  of  a laxative  habit,  . : 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce. 

Coralline,  half  an  ounce, 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  bignefs  of  a chefnut  morning  and  night.  See 

Worm  Fever. 


SCURVY. 
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SCUPvVY  and  SCORBUTIC  ERUPTIONS. 

rl”'HE  Scurvy  is  a cacochyrnic  diathefis  of  all  the  fluids. 

Th ecaufes.  An  acidity,  an  acrimony,  or  (at  fea)  putre- 
factive quality  in  the  blood,  often  introduced  by  a moift  air, 
obit  rucked  perfpiration,  putrid  water,  poornefs  of  blood  , that 
part  of  falted  provifions  which  has  not  taken  fait  (for  fait  it- 
felf,  fo  far  from  producing  the  fcurvy,  is  an  excellent  antifcor- 
butic)  eating  too  plentifully  of  fruit.  Surfeits,  as  they  are 
called,  and  fcorbutic  eruptions,  originate  from  the  too  liberal 
ufe  of  vegetables.  Few  perfons  are  entirely  void  of  all  fcor- 
butic complaints.  The  fea  fcurvy  is  a diforder  that  requires 
a treatment  very  different  from  this  we  are  treating  of, 
though  the  effects  are  fomewhat  fimilar,  for  vegetables  and 
acids  are  the  mofl  expeditious  remedy  for  feamen,  efpecially 
on  ihore  ; but  they  ought  to  be  totally  abftained  from  by 
thofe  who  never  ufe  the  fea  and  are  troubled  with  cuticular 

eruptions. 
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eruptions.  Scorbutic  eruptions  are  fo  common,  that  the 
author  has  met  with  fome  thoufands  of  thefe  cafes  in  a year, 
and  never  one  that  he  did  not  fucceed  in  the  cure  of ; but 
left  his  invariable  order  to  abftain  from  all  vegetables  and 
acids  fhould  ft  a r tie  the  reader,  he  begs  leave  to  obferve, 
that,  fo  far  from  being  lingular  in  this  point,  he  has  heard 
the  fame  advice  given  by  the  greateft  and  belt  phylician  of 
this  or  any  other  age  or  country  : it  were  needlefs  to  add 
that  he  means  Dr.  Fothergil. 

The  diagnojiics . An  acute  pain  in  the  head,  a fenfation 
of  dullnefs,  erratic  pains  in  the  limbs,  blacknefs  of  the  Ikin, 
fponginels  and  putrefacftions  of  the  gums,  oozing  of  blood 
from  them  ; rottennefs  of  the  teeth,  foetid  breath,  an  unequal 
pulfe,  diarrhoea  and  dyfentery  ; frequent  llrive rings,  a pal- 
pitation not  feldom  fatal  ; fweliings  in  the  joints,  vitiated 
appetite,  borborygmi,  tormina  in  the  bowels,  fometimes 
coftivenefs  ; the  urine  pale,  red,  or  gravelly  ; naufea,  hic- 
coughs, livid  fpots  on  the  Ikin,  fometimes  converted  to  foul 
ill-conditioned  ulcers,  crufts,  fcabs,  fcabies,  cuticular  erup- 
tions, which  itch  intolerably,  appearing  in  general,  firft  on 
the  thighs,  then  on  the  arms  and  hands,  fometimes  fcattered 
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on  the  breaft  or  over  the  whole  body  ; red  angry  pimples, 
carbuncles,  vehicles  full  of  a hot  acrid  lymph,  elephantialis, 
contractions,  ftiffnefs  of  the  joints,  vertigo,  convulfions, 
lownefs  of  fpirits,  frequent  lighing,  dyfpnoea.  See  Le- 
prosy. 

The  prcgnojlics.  This  is  a diftemper  which  is  exceeding 
crabbed  and  refractory,  has  been  always  reckoned  very  dif- 
ficult to  cure  and  dangerous.  If  not  fcientifically  treated, 
it  frequently  terminates  in  a dropfy,  atrophy,  hypochon- 
dria, or  apoplexy.  As  the  old  method  of  treating  it  has 
been  hitherto  fomewhat  unfortunate,  the  author  can  with 
fome  jufiice,  as  well  as  confidence,  recommend  a new  one, 
which  has  never  yet  baulked  his  expectations. 

The  cure.  When  eruptions  appear,  they  are  molt  forcible 
pleaders  againft  bleeding  : the  lancet  is  in  thefe  cafes  always 
pernicious.  A milk  diet  is  proper,  at  leaft  for  morning 
and  evening  ; for  dinner,  animal  food  with  plenty  of  fait, 
but  no  vegetables.  For  regimen,  fee  Hypochondria  and; 
Weakness  of  the  Solids,  Give  lenient  cathartics,  errhines, 
the  chalybeate  waters,  aluminous  waters,  fait  water,  bitters,, 
balfam  of  capivi,  but  above  all  the  dry  vomit.  I Hi  all  now 
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communicate  to  the  reader  all  the  various  medicines  I have 
ufed,  the  efficacy  of  which  has  been  proved  by  a moll  ex- 
tensive and  fuccefsful  experience. 

Take  of  Aromatic  pills, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony, 

/ f t ' *“■  ' , •*-  ' - ; « v : 

Gum  guaiacum,  of  each  two  fcruples, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

Take  of  Corrolive  fublimate,  ten  grains,  diffolve  in 
Spirit  of  fea  fait,  ten  drops,  then  add 
Antimonial  wine,  an  ounce, 

Of  thefe  drops  let  twenty  (or  if  they  purge)  fifteen  be  taken 
twice  a day. 

Take  of  iEthiops  mineral,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 

Crude  antimony. 

Snake  root,  of  each  two  drachms, 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  night  and  morning. 


If 

/ 


3 


( 265  ) 


IF  not  coftive, 

Take  of  Bark,  ail  ounce  and  half. 

Winter’s  bark,  half  an  ounce, 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  a day. 

To  cleanfe  the  fkin  intirely  from  any  remaining  eruptions, 
defoedations,  or  from  gingivous  tumors, 

SCj*  Take  of  Sharp  pointed  dock-roots,  two  ounces  and 

a half. 

Extract  of  liquorice,  two  drachms, 

Winter’s  bark,  half  an  ounce. 

Boiling  water,  a quart.  Let  them  ftand  for  twelve 
hours,  then  ftrain. 

Of  this  mixture  let  a tea-cupful  be  taken  in  the  morning 
(falling)  and  at  night. 

If  a dentrifxce  is  thought  necelTary, 


Take  of  French  hole. 

Burned  allum. 

Myrrh,  of  each  a fcruple. 


M m 
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To  be  ufed  every  morning.  Or, 

# * ( ^ 

Take  of  Florentine  orris-root. 

Burned  allum. 

Lac,  of  each  a drachm. 

Honey  acidulated  with  fpirit  of  vitriol,  enough  for 
a mixture. 

As  fcorbutic  eruptions  are  generally  attended  with  a 
mod  troublefome  pruritus,  efpecially  in  bed,  let  the  parts 

v ; - " . . • 

affe<5iecl  be  anointed  night  and  morning  with  the  tar  oint- 
ment; or  if  that  though  powerfully  efficacious,  is  objected 

to  on  account  of  the  fmell, 

\ 

Take  of  Ointment  of  white  precipitate,  an  ounce, 

Luxivium  of  tartar, 

Effence  of  lemons,  of  each  twenty  drops. 

To  be  ufed  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Camphorated  white  ointment,  two  ounces. 

Precipitated  fulphur,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  rofewood,  ten  drops. 
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An  ointment  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning.  Or, 

Take  of  Camphorated  white  ointment  an  ounce, 

1 ■ ' . • • 

White  heliibore-root,  half  an  ounce. 

Lixivium  of  tartar,  thirty  drops. 

An  ointment,  as  before.  Or  the  Neapolitan  ointment. 

V 

Take  of  Extract  of  Saturn,  forty  drops, 

Strong  fpirits  of  vitriol,  twenty  drops, 
Rofewater,  five  ounces. 

A lotion.  To  be  ufed  night  and  morning. 

4 

Take  of  Saturnine  tindture, 

' t 

Extradt  of  Saturn,  each  a drachm, 

Pure  water,  five  ounces, 

A liniment  to  be  ufed  warm  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Crude  fait  ammoniac  a drachm. 

Mercury  fublimate  feven  grains. 

Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  ten  drops, 

• % y , * 

Water,  two  ounces. 
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A liniment,  to  wafh  the  eruptions  night  and  morning,  with 

a rag  dipped  in  it. 

One  of  the  above  ointments  (particularly  the  tar  ointment, 
Or, 


Sd*  Take  of  Calomel,  two  fcruples. 

Tar  ointment,  an  ounce. 


To  be  rubbed  in  night  and  morning,  and  then  wiped  off 
with  a dry  cloth)  fhould  always  be  ufed,  when  there  are 
eruptions  on  the  fkin,  and  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
prefcriptions  be  taken  inwardly  at  the  fame  time  (particu- 
larly the  mixture  or  drops)  which  will  effectually  free  the 
patient  in  a few  days  from  this  difagreeable  diforder.  It 
will  wonderfully  expedite  the  cure  if  the  following  powder 
is  ufed  by  way  of  fnuff;  a pinch  of  it  to  be  taken  every 
night  after  getting  into  bed. 

Take  of  White  hellebore-root,  a feruple, 


For  a ftrenutatory  powder. 
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An  Account  of  two  Indejcripts. 

« * t 

Gentleman  between  forty  and  fifty  years  of  age,  of  a 
ftrong  conftitution  and  plethoric  habit,  who  had  never 
been  troubled  with  any  cutaneous  eruptions,  or  fcorbutic 
diforder,  was  attacked  by  an  inflammatory  fever.  He  was 
attended  by  a learned  and  ingenious  phyfician,  who  treated 
him  with  great  propriety,  fetting  afide  the  too  frequent  and 
copious  blood-lettings,  by  which  he  was  exceedingly  re- 
duced and  incapable  of  leaving  his  bed  for  fome  weeks ; the 
Docfior  thought  fit,  about  the  expiration  of  that  time,  to 
order  the  application  of  a blitter  to  the  calf  of  each  of  his 
legs,  He  was  now  mending  apace,  but  the  calves  of  his 
legs  did  not  feem  to  heal  kindly  ; freffi  veficles  appeared, 
and  when  opened,  there  iflued  out  a remarkably  hot  and 
acrid  lymph;  in  a few  days  more  a crop  of  fmall,  red, 
hard  pimples  fprouted  up  in  the  places  on  which  the  vefica- 
tories  had  been  laid  ; thofe  itched  to  fuch  a degree,  that  they 

irritated 
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irritated  him  almofl  to  madnefs.  He  could  now  walk  about 
his  room,  and  as  perfons  in  a convalefcent  hate  are  gene- 

rally  peeviih,  his  behaviour  was  overlooked.  In  a few 

\ ' '0-  - ' ‘ 

days  the  watry  puftules  began  to  fpread  downwards  to  his 

heels,  and  upwards  to  his  knees.  They  were  fucceeded  as 

/ 

before,  by  a crop  of  itching  pimples,  which  had  now  to- 
tally covered  both  his  legs  ; and  in  this  (late  he  continued 
confined  to  his  room  for  ten  months,  in  other  refpeds  in 
perfed  health,  but  hating  life,  and  defpairing  of  any  relief 
but  by  death.  Every  method  that  gave  the  leaft  profped 
. of  a {lifting  him  Vv  a s tile  ei  , jijc  i on  x 1 a 1 s , an t i nx o n nils,  a n l i x c o i — 
butics,  bark  and  lime-water,  with  hoops,  fomentations  and 
topics  without  number,  were  exhibited.  The  (hops  were 
ranfacked  and  exhaufted  to  help  him,  but  in  vain.  He 
ufed  to  fay,  that  he  had  fwallowed  as  many  medicines  that 

year,  as  would  have  handfomely  fupplied  half  a dozen  apo- 

* ~ 
thecaries  for  the  time.  His  legs  continued  precifely  in  the 

fame  ftate,  without  the  leaft  amendment.  In  the  eleventh 

month,  the  watery  veficles  appeared  in  his  arms,  and  were 

followed  by  the  cuticular  eruptions  (as  thick  as  poftible)  from 

his  elbows  to  his  wrifts.  The  phyfician,  quite  tired  out  by 

his 
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his  conflidls  with  fuch  a rebellious  diforder,  frankly  ac- 
knowledged that  he  could  do  him  no  fervice,  and  defired 

to  be  excufed  from  waiting  on  him  any  longer. 

% 

I was  then  called  in,  and  on  the  examination  of  my  pa- 
tient, could  not  forbear  finding  ; which  he  obferved,  and 
a (Iced  me,  with  fome  warmth,  If  I thought  his  cafe  a laugh- 
ing matter?  I replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  promifed  him, 

.'V  * i* 

he  fhould  be  free  from  his  difagreeable  companion  before 
the  expiration  of  the  week  (this  was  Sunday).  I ordered 
only  the  Aethiopic  elecduary,  under  the  article  Scurvy,  and 
the  ufe  of  the  tar  ointment,  with  calomel,  morning  and 
night.  Ey  the  Friday  following,  he  was  quite  free  from  any 
uneafy  fenfation. 

t 

Every  fpring  and  fall,  for  feveral  years  afterwards,  he  ufed 
to  have  a return  of  thefe  watry  veficles  in  his  legs.  1 have 

V t / . * •>  ' 

feen  them  rife  inflantaneoufly  to  the  fize  of  a fix-pence,  and 
one  or  two  of  them  as  large  as  a half-crown.  A few  pimples 
always  followed,  but  on  the  application  of  the  tar  ointment, 
they  prefently  vaniihed.  Whenever  they  appeared,  1 or- 
dered him  to  take  twenty  drops  of  the  antimonial  wine 
twice  a day,  for  a few  weeks. 


i 
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Were  not  thefe  eruptions  owing  to  a poverty  of  blood? 
How  far  were  they  occafioned  by  the  biifters  ? 

Why  did  the  watry  veficles  appear  on  the  arms , previous 
to  the  crop  of  itching  pimples  ? 


A Man,  thirty  years  of  age,  not  poor,  yet  entertaining  a 
much  more  tender  alfe&ion  for  his  money  than  for  his 

own  precious  perfon ; to  retain  as  much  as  poflible  of  the 

% 

former,  and  Hill  preferve  the  latter  in  exiftence,  for  the  fake  of 
not  enjoying  it  ; he  lived  upon  water-gruel,  yet  would  now 
and  then  infringe  his  oeconomical  rules,  by  indulging  him- 

felf  with  a potatoe  ; his  bufinefs,  in  the  profecution  of 

\ 

which,  he  was  very  fedulous,  confined  him  to  a fedentary 
pofition.  With  thefe  hopeful  fymptoms,  it  is  certainly  no 
miracle  if  fuch  a perfon  fhould  be  a little  fcorbutically 

inclined. 


inclined.  A few  eruptions  appeared  on  his  thigh,  they 
itched  to  remind  him  of  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  carcafe  ; 
he  fcratched,  as  it  was  the  cheapeft  method  he  could  take 
to  quiet  them  : exafperated  at  fuch  uncivil  treatment,  they 
grew  angry  and  rancorous  ; the  epidermis  began  to  peel 
off,  and  this  abrafion  of  the  fcarf  fkin,  without  any  apparent 
caufe,  was  gradually  carried  on,  till  there  was  not  a Tingle 
atom  of  it  left  on  his  whole  body  (which  was  as  raw  as  if  the 
fkin  had  been  ftripped  off)  and  the  extremities  of  the  nerves 
were  all  bare.  What  violent  fmart  he  mull  endure  in  this 
fituation  is  eafier  to  be  conceived  than  exprefled,  when 
every  pore  and  point  was  an  ulcer.  To  move  either  trunk 
or  limbs  was  impoffible  without  the  fevereft  agonies  ; it 
feemed,  as  he  exprelfed  himfelf,  as  though  millions  of  red 
hot  needles  were  piercing  him.  Such  a cafe  I never  met 
with,  nor  heard  of  before  or  fince. 

In  this  fituation  he  had  continued  about  a fortnight  be- 
fore I faw  him,  attended  by  one  of  the  furgeons  of  the 
army,  who  was  amhonor  to  his  profeffion  and  to  human 
nature.  He  defired  I might  be  called  to  him.  I found  him 
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in  perfect  health  in  every  other  refpedf,  and  ordered  him  a 

diet  of  milk  or  rich  broths  only,  with  the  folution  of  fublimate 

✓ 

under  the  article  Scurvy,  and  the  tar  ointment  to  be  ufed 
morning  and  night,  but  this  they  were  obliged  to  difcontinue, 
for  it  was  not  to  be  borne  : I then  ordered  two  parts  mutton 

X 

fuet,  and  one  part  tar  ointment  to  be  mixed.  This,  upon 
trial  giving  him  no  pain,  was  fpread  upon  linen  and  laid 
over  the  whole  furface  of  his  body,  his  back  and  fhoulders 
excepted,  for  they  were  anointed,  by  fecuring  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  flieet  on  which  he  lay,  and  removing  the  bed 
and  bed-clothes  from  under  him,  and  then  applying  it  with 
the  hand  to  the  outlide  of  the  faid  flieet ; afterwards  re- 
placing the  bed  and  unfaftening  the  corners  of  the  flieet. 
By  purfuing  this  method,  in  about  fix  weeks  he  was  perfedt- 
ly  recovered.  I cannot  omit  one  circumftance,  viz.  that  his 
brother,  who  was  a carpenter,  had  taken  his  meafure  and 
very  obligingly,  though  fomewhat  prematurely,  had  finifhed 
a moll  excellent  coffin  for  him. 

He  has  been  fo  wife  as  to  take  a pint  of  new  milk  con- 
ftantly  for  his  breakfaft  and  fupper  ever  fince,  and  fome- 
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times  regales  himfelf  with  a bit  of  mutton  : he  has  alfo  be- 
taken himfelf  to  a more  a&ive  fphere  of  life.  I faw  him 
about  five  years  after,  and  he  had  never  felt  the  leaf!  return 
of  his  diforder. 


I nr  n tat 

i 1 1 « 

i 

THE  Itch  is  a cutaneous  diforder,  too  well  known  to  need 
defcription. 

The  caufe.  An  infectious  miafnia  fui  generis.  The  hy- 
pothefis  of  its  being  wholly  owing  to  animalcules  is  highly 
problematical. 

The  diagnojlics . Theje  are  to  be  difcriminated  from  fcor- 

- * » 

butical  eruptions  by  their  minutenefs  : from  venereal  ones 
by  not  blotching  ; and  from  both  by  their  principally  ini'elt- 

N n 2 ing 
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ing  the  parts  between  the  fingers  ; with  a fenlation  of  heat 
that  invariably  accompanies  the  itching. 

The  prognojlics.  It  is  attended  with  no  danger.  It  is 

never  difficult  to  cure  in  any  habit. 

* 

The  cure.  See  Scorbutic  Eruptions,  under  which  article 
the  reader  may  find  feveral  elegant  and  efficacious  liniments, 
either  of  which  will  anfwer  his  expectations  in  the  cure  of 
the  itch  (particularly  the  folution  of  fublimate,  the  tar  oint- 
ment, or  the  ointment  of  white  precipitate)  and  of  all  cuti- 
cular  eruptions,  whatever  caufe  they  arife  from  : they  will 
alfo  cure  red  faces,  freckles,  morphew,  grubs,  tetters,  ring- 
worms, or  any  defoedations  of  the  fkin.  The  tar  ointment 
fliould  be  ufed  for  a day  or  two  morning  and  night,  and 
then  one  of  the  other  twice  a day  alfo,  ’till  the  fkin  is  per- 
fectly clean  : taking,  during  the  ufe  of  the  latter,  the 
mixture  recommended  under  the  article  Scurvy. 

Bleeding  and  purging  are  ufelefs  and  improper  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  all  other  cutaneous  diforders.  If  internals  are 

m 

requefted,  though  they  are  feldom  neceflary,  either  of  the 
fubfequent  ones  may  be  given  with  propriety  and  ad- 
vantage : 


i 


Take 
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Take  of  Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  half  an  ounce, 


Three  or  four  drops  to  be  taken  in  a glafs  of  water  night 
and  morning. 

Take  of  iEthiop’s  mineral,  an  ounce  and  a half. 

Calx  of  antimony,  two  drachms. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and  night.  Or, 

Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  an  ounce  and  a half. 

Nitre,  two  drachms. 

Honey,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  bignefs  of  a chefnut,  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  five  drops, 

Rofe  water,  fifteen  drops. 

Simple  ointment,  an  ounce. 

Silence  of  lemon,  fifteen  drops, 

A liniment,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning,  Or, 

4 

* 

Take 
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Take  of  Corroilve  fublimate,  ten  grains, 

Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  ten  drops, 

Camphorated  fpirits  of  wine,  two  ounces, 

A lotion,  to  wet  the  parts  with  night  and  morning. 
Or, 

Take  of  White  precipitate,  a drachm, 

Simple  ointment,  an  ounce, 

Eflence  of  lemons,  fifteen  drops, 

\ 

A liniment,  to  be  ufed  night  and  morning. 


f 
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LEPROSY  and  ELEPHANTIASIS. 


r 

T PI  E Leprofy  is  a cutaneous  diforder,  which  appears  in 
whitilh  dry  fcabs,  and  often  fp reads  over  the  whole 
body.  Sometimes  one  leg  only  is  affeHed,  which  fwells  to 
an  enormous  bulk,  then  called  Lepra  Gracorum  and  Ele- 
phantiafis. 

The  caufes.  Gbftruthed  perfpiration,  weaknefs  of  the 
folids,  poverty  of  blood,  an  ill-cured  itch,  the  remains  of 
which  will  often  lurk,  appearing  and  difappearing,  though 
not  totally,  for  many  years,  and  at  length  will  break  forth  in 
this  dry  fcurf,  gradually  enlarging. 

The  diagnojlics.  Sometimes  it  is  confined  to  the  palms  of 
the  hands  only,  with  fiffures  which  run  parallel  to  each 

other  ; fometimes  to  a little  below  the  elbows  : one  while 

\ , 

on  the  face  only  ; another,  in  white  hard  fcales  on  the 

neck  ; 
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neck  ; generally  appearing  moft  on  the  thighs  or  on  the 
hands  and  arms  ; intolerable  itching,  the  elephant’s  leg. 

The  prognojlics . The  Leprofy  confined  to  the  fkin  without 
•any  remarkable  tumor  is  eafily  curable  : the  Elephantiafis, 
not  without  much  difficulty  and  time. 

The  cure.  For  the  Leprofy  give  the  mofl  nourifhing  diet, 
as  eels,  See.  and  ufe  precifely  the  fame  method  as  that 
recommended  under  Scurvy  and  Scorbutic  Eruptions, 

/ f ^ 

which  fee. 

For  the  Elephantiafis.  Give  the  folution  of  fublimate  in 
antsmonial  wine,  under  Scurvy.  Let  the  whole  leg  be 

- r 

wrapped  up  in  a cloth,  on  which  the  following  liniment  is 
to  be  fpread,  to  be  renewed  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Tar  ointment,  an  ounce, 

Extrad:  of  lead,  half  a draohm, 

Camphire,  a fcruple. 

Calomel,  two  fcruples, 

# 
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A liniment. 
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rJ~,HE  Struma,  Scrophula,  or  King’s  Evil,  is  fo  called  from 
an  imaginary  cure  performed  by  the  royal  touch. 

The  caujes.  An  acrid  blood,  hereditary  difpofition,  the 
venereal  virus  conveyed  in  femine.  Thofe  who  are  of 
habits  exaltedly  fcorbutic,  or  in  whom  the  itch  has  not  been 
perfeftly  cured  (ftrange  as  it  may  feem)  may  beget  a fcro- 
phulous  offspring. 

The  diagnojlics.  Glandular  tumors,  ferpiginous  ulcers, 
erolions  of  particular  parts,  contractions,  diftortions,  finuous 
ab  fee  fifes. 

The  prognostics , I his  diforder  is  not  eafily  extirpated.  If 
the  tumors  in  the  neck  are  not  dififipated  or  opened,  a 
glandular  confumpdon  generally  enfues.  Fiftulous  abfeefifes 

Go 
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in  fcrophulous  patients,  are  rarely  if  ever  curable,  unlefs 
by  the  following  : 

9 

Take  of  Corrolive  fublimate,  two  grains, 

Spirit  of  fea  fait,  two  drops, 

Rofe  water,  five  ounces. 

Lint  dipped  in  this  to  be  applied  night  and  morning. 

' . ,i  /.  ‘ 

The  cure.  For  regimen,  fee  Phthisis.  The  bark  is  the 
moll  noble  remedy  in  ftrumous  cafes,  when  the  patient  is 
not  of  a coltive  habit.  Burned  fpunge  is  often  ufed  to  ad- 
vantage and  madder  ; fea-water  alfo,  but  the  dry  vomit  is 
inferior  to  no  other  remedy. 

The  following  I have  given  with  manifeffc  utility  : 

Take  of  Corrolive  fublimate,  ten  grains. 

Spirit  of  fea  fait,  ten  drops, 

Antimonial  wfine,  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops,  let  an  adult  take  twenty  in  a glafs  of  water, 
morning  and  night. 

Take 

) 
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Take  of  ^Ethiops  mineral,  two  ounces. 

The  antihedtic  of  Poterius,  half  an  ounce, 

Crude  antimony,  two  drachms. 

Honey,  enough  for  an  eledtaary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  night  and  morning, 

t 

Externally,  apply  the  tar  ointment  twice  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Corrofive  fublimate,  ten  grains. 

Pure  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Tindture  of  cantharides,  half  an  ounce, 

For  a lotion,  ’till  the  tumors  leffen  ; if  not,  apply  a poultice 
of  bread  and  milk  ’till  they  break,  and  then  drefs  with, 

Take  of  Calomel,  two  fcruples. 

Tar  ointment,  an  ounce* 

To  be  applied  morning  and  night.  Or,  the  above  folution 
in  rofe-water. 
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Falling  down  of  the  ANUS. 

f ~~ 

r"|~’HE  Falling  down  of  the  Fundament  is  owing  to  a laxity 
of  the  fibres  of  its  fphinfier,  or  to  a paralytic  affedion 
of  them.  It  is  eafieft  to  be  reduced  by  the  patient  himfelf, 
lying  on  his  back,  writhing  himfelf  from  fide  to  fide,  croffmg 
his  legs,  8ec.  When  it  is  reduced,  let  a dry  warm  flannel  be 
applied  and  frequently  repeated ; fome  of  the  following 
powder  may  be  thrown  on  a red  hot  heater  in  a clofe-flool, 
and  the  anus  be  placed  over  it.  If  it  cannot  be  reduced, 
apply  dephlogifticated  air. 

Take  of  Aromatic  fpecies, 

Mattie,  of  each  a drachm  and  half* 

White  amber, 

Balauftines,  of  each  a drachm, 

A fuffiment. 


The 
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The  fubfequent  drops  have  proved  of  confiderable  utility : 


Take  of  Redlified  fpirit,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms. 

Strong  fjpirit  of  vitriol,  one  drachm. 

Twenty  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Tormentil  root. 

Dragons  blood, 

Maftic,  of  each  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ; three  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

The  red  aftringent  gum  will  be  of  confiderable  fervice. 
See  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery. 


STRANGURY. 
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STRANGURY. 

/^Strangury  is  a perpetual  fuppreffion  of  urine,  while  the 
efforts  to  difcharge  it  are  attended  with  pain. 

The  caujes.  Irritation,  too  long  detention  of  urine,  ob- 
ftrudlion  of  it,  fpafms,  paralytic  affection  of  the  detrufores 

A 

urinae. 

The  diagnojlics.  Frequent  delires  to  make  water,  its  com- 
ing away  with  difficulty  and  uneafinefs ; but  little  made  at  a 
time  and  with  great  pain  ; fenfation  of  heat  and  fmart  when 
the  dribbling  is  over,  pruritus. 

The  prognojlics.  If  fymptomatic,  it  is  ealily  helped,  as 
from  blifters  in  fevers,  8cc.  If  idiopathic,  it  is  dangerous  ; 
in  old  perfons,  frequently  mortal  ; it  often  terminates  in  an 
incurable  ifchury. 

The  cure.  Let  the  patient  abflain  as  much  as  poffible 
from  liquids,  and  take  food  that  is  balfamic  and  light  of 
digeftion,  and  make  ufe  of  agglutinants,  as  linfeed  tea, 

fomentations, 
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fomentations,  emollient  clylters,  lenient  cathartics,  oleous 
inje&ions,  mild  diuretics,  cardiacs,  opiates,  warm  femi- 
cupia,  cold  pediluvia,  or  the  catheter.  If  it  proceeds  from 
fpafms,  give  half  an  ounce  of  aether  with  a fcruple  of  cam- 
phi  re  in  it.  If  from  a paralytic  affecdion  of  the  detrufors. 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce  and  half, 

SCi*  Compound  powder  of  tragacanth,  half  an  ounce. 
Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary* 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  every  two  hours. 

In  other  cafes  the  following  remedies  have  been  attended 
with  fuccefs  : 

+ , S 

Take  of  Oil  of  olives,  five  drachms* 

Camphire,  two  drachms. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  one  drachm* 

With  this  liniment  let  the  pubes  and  perinaeum  be  anointed 
every  hour. 


Let 
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Let  two  ounces  of  horfe-rhadifh  fcraped,  be  boiled  in  a 
pint  of  ale,  thrown  into  a clofe-ftool,  and  the  vapor  be 
received. 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  fcruples. 

Nitre,  one  fcruple, 

Camphire,  five  grains. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  forty  drops. 

Cordial  confeftion,  enough  for  a bole, 

% 

To  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion.  Or,  the  balfam  of 
Peru  mixture,  under  the  article  Stone, 

If  the  pain  is  vehement,  give  two  or  three  grains  of  the- 
baic extra6l. 


© * j ' 
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URINE  SUPPRESSED. 


Uyfury  is  when  the  patient  feels  inexpreffible  difficulty 
in  making  water. 

An  Ifchury  is  a total  fuppreffion  of  urine. 

The  caufes.  An  inflammation,  abrafionof  the  mucus  that 

lines  the  urethra,  deficient  fecretion  of  it ; ulcers,  diarrhoea, 

* * 

gonorrhoea,  veficatories,  acrid  food,  hard  riding,  hard 

f - ' ' 

drinking,  the  ftone. 

The  diagnojlics.  On  an  attempt  to  make  water  the  pain 
begins  ; after  it  is  evacuated,  a violent  fmarting  and  fenfa- 
tion  of  heat ; mod  fevere  at  the  extremity  of  the  urethra. 

Th c prognojlics . Proceeding  from  another  difeafe,  reference 
muft  be  had  to  the  original  caufe.  If  conftitutional,  die 
cafe  is  difficult. 

p P 


An 


( sgo  ) 

' , , * ~ y ' \ 

An  Ifchury  in  old  perfons,  or  when  the  water  cannot  be 
educed  by  the  catheter,  is  generally  mortal  : the  laft  re- 
fource  is  immerfion  of  the  feet  in  cold  water. 

A few  cafes  1 have  met  with  of  perfons  not  much  ad- 
vanced in  years,  where  there  has  been  no  inclination  to 
make  water,  nor  has  there  been  any  in  the  bladder  ; fre- 
quent naufeas  have  been  the  only  other  fymptom  of  want 
of  health.  On  difteeftion,  the  kidneys  have  been  found 
wafted. 

The  cure.  The  patient  fhould  ufe  diluent  liquors,  whey, 
aluminous  waters,  agglutinants,  blomange,  broths,  jellies, 
balfam  of  Capivi,  gum  arabic,  deception  of  marfh-mallow 
roots,  new  milk  warm,  abforbents  and  fuch  as  are  propofed 
under  Strangury,  which  fee.  See  alfo  the  balfam  of  Pern 
mixture,  under  the  article  Stone. 


U R I N E, 
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URINE,  Incontinence  of. 

IF  the  patient  cannot  hold  his  water,  let  a bliflering 
plaifter  be  applied  to  the  os  facrum,  of  the  fame  fize 
and  fhape,  to  be  kept  on  four  or  five  days,  or  ’till  it  comes 
off  of  itfelf,  and 

Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Red  aftringent  gum,  two  drachms, 

Tindture  of  cantharides,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  night  and  morning. 
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LET  H A R G Y. 


A Lethargy  is  an  involuntary  drowfinefs,  or  continual 
propen fity  to  fleep. 

The  cavfes.  A deficiency  of  vital  heat  in  the  cerebrum, 
foggy  food,  excels  of  pituita,  indolence,  ufing  fleep  after 
dinner,  omitting  cuflomary  exercife,  lentor,  vifcidity  of  the 
fluids,  fpafms. 

The  diagnojlics . They  are  obvious  from  what  has  been 
already  obferved,  to  which  may  be  added  a memory  much 
impaired. 

Th e ftrognq/lics.  In  young  perfons,  if  they  are  invaded  in 
the  fummer  time,  it  is  eafily  cured  : in  winter  if  the  pa- 
tient is  attacked,  and  feels  a great  proftration  of  ftrength, 
it  is  dangerous.  In  old  perfons,  if  the  urine  is  white,  it  is 
fcarcely  curable. 

. The  cure.  Removal  into  a clear  dry  air  is  neceflary. 
The  diet  fhould  be  as  in  Hypochondria,  which  fee.  Bleed- 
ing 
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ing  often  renders  it  incurable.  A bladder  may  be  filled  with 
hot  water,  and  laid  on  the  head,  which  fliould  be  rubbed  with 
warm  flannel,  or  ufe  fome  of  the  applications  recommended 
under  the  article  Head-aci-i.  Touch  the  palate  with  a fea- 
ther dipped  in  boiling  water.  The  proper  remedies  are 
flernutatories,  acrid  clyfters,  ftimulants,  aromatics,  volatiles, 
chalybeates,  veficatories,  the  dry  vomit,  and  plaifters  to  the 
head  when  fhaven,  as 

Take  of  Galbanum,  two  drachms, 

Pellitory, 

Long  pepper, 

Caftor,  of  each  a drachm, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  fufficient  to  make  a plaifter. 

Take  of  Volatile  fait  of  hartfhorn. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  of  each  a fcruple, 

4 

Lifbon  wine,  two  ounces, 

A draught,  to  be  taken  every  night. 

Take  of  Volatile  tincture  of  valerian. 

Volatile  tindture  of  guaiacum,  of  each  an  ounce. 

Of  theie  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice  or  thrice 
a day. 


3 


Take 
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Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron, 

Affa  foetida,  of  each  two  fcruples, 

Kermes  mineral, 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  one  fcruple, 
Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 

Thirty-two  ; two  or  three  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 


IMPOTENG  Y; 

• * 

TfMbecillity  is  an  inaptitude  for  coition : Impotency  is  a 
total  incapacity  of  that  a&ion. 

The  caufes.  A deficiency  of  vital  heat,  or  fome  impedi- 
ment to  its  proper  efflux  from  the  fpinal  marrow  ; weaknefs 
of  the  folids,  profufe  venery,  ill-cured  claps,  gleets  of  long 
continuance,  gravelly  diforders,  anorexia,  maftupration, 
frequent  bleedings. 


The 
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The  diagnojlics.  Flaccidity  and  hanging  down  of  the 

tefiicles,  coldnefs  of  the  glans  penis  ; few,  weak,  or  no  erec- 

• / 

tions  ; pain  or  weaknefs  in  the  loins,  wandering  hitches  in 
the  fides  and  groins,  cephalalgia,  vertiginous  diforders,  in- 
voluntary emiffions  without  erections,  hypochondria. 

The  prognojlics.  If  idiopathic,  the  cure  is  difficult  : in 
old  men  impra&icable  ; if  the  patient  is  young  and  has  no 
other  complaint  of  any  confequence  ; or  if  it  proceeds  only 
from  indifcreet  exceffes,  it  is  ealily  curable  ; if  accompanied 
with  a gleet,  let  that  be  firft  muzzled  before  the  cure  is 
attempted. 

v 

The  cure.  Great  regard  muft  be  paid  to  the  non-natu- 
rals. The  patient  fhould  keep  his  mind  con.ftant.ly  employed, 

to  prevent  as  much  as  poffible  the  incurfion  of  venereal  de- 

1 

fires  or  thoughts.  He  fhould  rife  early  in  the  morning, 
take  a great  deal  of  exercife,  Hopping  fhort  only  of  fatigue. 
The  lefs  fluids  that  are  drank  the  better,  the  whole  quantity 
ought  not  to  exceed  two  quarts  in  the  twenty-four  hours.. 
Let  the  diet  be  of  fhell-fifh  of  all  forts,  particularly  lobfters, crabs 
or  oyfters;  of  flat  fifli  alfo,  as  fkait,  turbot,  dories  and  plaice, 
efpecially  the  fkin  of  the  latter  ; or  of  any  wild  fowl,  the  mofl 

eligible 

o 


/ 
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eligible  of  which  are  pigeons,  partridges,  and  woodcocks ; 
add  to  which  eggs,  lampreis,  eels  of  all  forts,  which  are  by 
no  means  inferior  to  vipers ; cavear,  flrong  meat  foups,  any 
animal  (but  no  vegetable)  food,  particularly  pork,  calve’s- 
head,  with  the  fkin  on  ; calves  and  neats-feet  or  trotters. 
Milk  is  the  heft  breakfafl  and  fupper.  Brandy  and  water  the 
moll  proper  to  drink  at  dinner.  All  agglutinants,  chaly- 
beates  and  aromatics  are  ufeful ; opiates  alfo,  which  power- 
fully increafe  the  fecretion  of  femen.  The  tefticles  fhould 
be  bathed  night  and  morning  with  equal  parts  of  rectified 
fpirit  of  wine  and  vinegar  ’till  they  cabbage  ; nor  is  it  a 
matter  unworthy  of  attention,  always  to  wipe  the  glans  dry 
after  making  urine.  See  Weakness  of  the  Solids. 

Sterility  is  owing  to  the  fame  caufes,  and  requires  the 
fame  method  of  treatment.  To  give  prolificity  to  the  femen, 
by  determining  a fufficient  quantity  of  the  nervous  influence 

to  it,  nothing  equals  the  oil  of  cloves,  by  means  of  which 

\ 

many  have  proved  fathers,  after  all  previous  efforts  had  for 
many  years  been  fruitlefs  : this,  therefore,  ought  not  to 
be  omitted  in  any  medicines  that  are  given,  calculated  for 
that  purpofe.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  in  this  place, 

that 
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that  the  balfam  of  Peru  has  an  e£fe&  diredlly  oppofite  to 
that  of  the  faid  oil. 

The  following  formulae  powerfully  ftimulate  to  conjugal 
intercourfes,  furnifh  ability  equal  to  deiire  and  feldom  fail 
to  render  thofe  intercourfes  prolific. 

Take  of  Oil  of  cloves,  half  an  ounce,  diffolve  in 
The  yolk  of  an  egg,  then  add 
Tindture  of  cantharides,  an  ounce  and  half. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  night  and 
morning. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  two  fcruples, 

Theban  extradl,  ten  grains, 

Cantharides,  eight  grains. 

Oil  of  cloves,  enough  for  pills. 

Sixteen  ; two  to  be  taken  every  night. 

SCJ"  Take  of  Aromatic  fpecies. 

Cloves,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Ambergreafe, 

Muik,  of  each  five  grains, 


Thebaic 
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Thebaic  extract,  two  grains* 

Cantharides,  one  grain. 

Oil  of  cloves,  five  drops. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel*  enough  for  a bole. 

To  be  taken  every  night  for  a month  ; during  which  time 
the  patient  fhould  have  no  connexion  with  his  wife. 

Take  of  Oil  of  cloves,  fix  drachms. 

Oil  of  nutmegs,  one  drachm. 

Of  thefe  drops*  ten  may  be  taken  on  fugar  night  and 
morning. 

Take  of  Oil  of  cloves,  ten  drops, 

§(3*  Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  half  a drachnv 
Pure  water,  an  ounce, 

A draught,  to  be  made  according  to  art,  and  taken  morning 
and  evening. 


GOUT. 
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HE  Gout  is  a chronical  difeafe  moft  commonly  affe&ing 


**■  the  feet.  If  it  attacks  the  knees  it  is  called  Gonagra  ; 
if  the  hands,  Chiragra  ; if  the  elbow,  Onagra  ; if  the  fhoul- 
der,  Omagra  ; if  the  back  or  loins,  Lumbago. 


The  caufes.  Irregularity  with  refpe<ft  to  fome  of  the  non- 


naturals, immoderate  venery,  feeding  frequently  and  vora- 
cioufly  on  fat,  great  fatigue,  a moift  cold  air,  a contufion, 
tartarous  wines,  fermenting  liquors  ; acid  gas,  as  appears 
from  the  four  fweats  and  acid  eructations  fo  common  in 
athritic  paroxyfms  ; fruit,  vegetables,  the  paffions  of  the 
mind,  indolence. 

The  diagnojlics.  A moft  intenfe  pain,  as  though  a wedge 
were  fixed  between  the  joints  ; or  as  if  the  part  were  in  a 
prefs  ; fometimes  it  feems  ftretched  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
the  unhappy  patient  is  ready  to  think  that  it  will  burft 


every 
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every  moment:  when  this  is  the  cafe,  it  is  feldom  more  than 
fix  hours  before  the  pain  abates  and  a welcome  deep  fuc- 
ceeds.  Sometimes  the  fenfation  is  fimilar  to  that  which 
would  be  brought  on  if  the  parts  were  gnawn  by  carnivorous 
animals.  Thofe  who  have  been  long  tormented  with  it 
have  often  a cretaceous  matter  ifTue  from  the  burfting  of  the 
frnall  veffels,  which  is  an  induration  of  the  nervous  fila- 
ments, and  is  a (dually  chalk,  for  the  nerves  feem  to  be  ori- 
ginally conftituted  of  a chalky  earth  lengthened  into  fibres 
by  animal  glue. 

The  prognojiics.  If  hereditary  (which  with  humble  fub- 
miflion  to  Doctor  G.  it  certainly  may  be)  it  is  raoft  difficult 
to  relieve.  It  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  incurable,  as  all 
diforders  are  faid  to  be  which  we  know  not  how  to  cure. 
The  fits  may  be  undoubtedly  rendered  milder,  and  perhaps 
be  totally  prevented  by  purfuing  the  fubfequent  method  ; 
it  has  fucceeded  in  the  removal  of  many  inveterate  Gouts, 
though  they  were  of  long  Handing  and  had  been  every  year 
exacerbating. 

The  cure.  Let  the  patient  live  wholly  on  animal  food,  or 
ufe  a milk  diet,  and  for  change  take  meat  broths  : he  may 

drink 
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drink  plentifully  of  two  milk-whey  ; but  mud  abdain  from 
all  vegetables,  fugar,  claret  and  malt  liquors  ; fpirits  diluted 
with  water  will  not  hurt  him.  Exercife  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  and  too  much  cannot  be  taken,  nor  can  it  be  too  often 
repeated,  if  it  does  not  proceed  to  fatigue.  The  mind 
Ihould  be  kept  as  calm  and  compofed  as  poflible  ; atnufe- 
ment  and  a little  diflipation  of  thought  is  neceffary. 

If  the  Gout  feizes  the  domach,  give  immediately  half  an 
ounce  of  aether  with  a fcruple  of  camphire  in  it ; let  it  be 
taken  alone  in  a fpoon,  without  fwallowing  any  liquid  for 
fome  minutes  after  it  : if  the  fenfation  it  occalions  is  dis- 
agreeable, he  may  rinfe  his  mouth  with  a little  cold  water, 
and  fpit  it  out.  It  is  an  admirable  remedy,  and  never  de- 
ceived me. 

To  fix  an  erratic  gout,  and  bring  on  a regular  fit,  give 
alfa  foetida  inwardly,  and  bathe  the  great  toe  and  metatarfus 
with  volatile  fpirit  of  1 alt  ammoniac. 

If  the  fit  comes  on  in  good  earned. 

Take  of  Camphire,  fifteen  grains, 

SCf3  Thebaic  extract,  four  grains. 


t 


Ipecacuanha* 
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Ipecacuanha,  three  grains, 

Kermes  mineral, 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  two  grains. 

Cordial  confedtion,  enough  for  a bole. 

Let  this  be  wafhed  down  with  the  following  draught  : 

V ' 

* /w*  ^ 

Take  of  Volatile  tindfcure  of  guaiacum,  fix  drachms. 

Pure  water,  eight  fpoonfuls. 

After  taking  this  bolus  and  draught,  the  patient  fhould 
lie  between  flannel  flieets.  Let  the  draught  be  repeated 
every  night  for  fome  time,  with  the  addition  of  two 
drachms  of  elixir  of  aloes,  if  coftive,  and  Thai  the  Gout 
is  incurable  is  a propofition  that  will  no  longer  be  taken  for 

The  a 1 vine  canal  fhould  be  kept  open  with  aloetics  and 
mercurials  ; all  bitters  and  alkalis  are  ufeful : nor  is  it  amifs 
to  bathe  the  feet  every  night  in  warm  water  with  a handful 
or  fait  in  it.  As  to  the  application  of  leeches,  or  opening 
the  faphoena  when  the  fit  is  coming  on,  I never  faw  any 
good  effed  from  it,  nor  can  a gouty  perfon  be  bled  without 

3 great 
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great  hazard  and  danger.  As  to  burning  cotton  on  the 
part  affeded,  notwithstanding  the  authority  with  which  it 
comes  recommended,  I could  never  perfuade  any  perfon  to 
try  the  experiment.  If  topics  are  delired,  quick-lime  and 
honey  for  an  epithem  feems  to  be  the  molt  eligible  one.  Or, 


Take  of  Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol, 

Rofe  water,  of  each  forty  drops,. 

Simple  ointment,  an  ounce, 

A liniment,  to  be  applied  often  to  the  part  affeded.  Or,  a 

veficatory. 

To  prevent  a return  let  one-  of  the  fubfequent  medicines 
be  given  and  continued  for  fome  months  : they  are  adapted 
to  the  various  circumftances  of  different  patients,  and  the 
choice  muft  depend  on  the  fkill  of  the  praditioner. 

Two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  the  volatile  tindture  of  guaiacum,  or 
One  of  foap  ley, 

May  be  taken  night  and  morning. 


Take: 
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Take  of  Gum  guaiacum, 

9 

Camphire,  of  each  a drachm, 
v ^ Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Balfam  of  guaiacum,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two;  three  to  be  taken  every  night,  and  two 
in  the  morning. 

Take  of  Aromatic  pills,  a drachm  and  half, 

Filings  of  iron,  half  a drachm, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  thirty-two  ; two  to  be  taken  (or  three)  night  and 
morning. 

Take  of  Germander, 

Ground  pine,  of  each  an  ounce, 

Lefler  centaury,  fix  drachms, 

* \ 

Gentian  root,  half  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  electuary. 

The  fize  of  a walnut  to  be  taken  twice  or  thrice  a day. 

Take 
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Take  of  Bark  an  ounce. 

Winter's  bark,  three  drachms. 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuarv* 

* 

Dofe  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  thrice  a day. 

Take  of  Ginger,  an  ounce, 

Chamomile  flowers,  half  an  ounce. 

Grains  of  paradife,. 

Galangal,  of  each  two  drachms. 

Oil  of  mint,  one  drachm. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 

The  bignefs  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 

In  emaciated  habits,  two  drachms  of  the  filings  of  iron 
may  be  added  to  either  of  the  above  ele&uaries. 


RHEUM  A TI  SM 
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RHEUMATISM. 


Rheumatifm  is  a painful  diforder,  the  feat  of  which 
is  in  the  membraneous  parts  of  the  body  : it  is  fome- 
times  miftaken  for  the  Gout. 

The  caujes . A vifcidity  of  that  mucus  which  is  defigned 

t , r . 

to  lubricate  the  joints  and  facilitate  their  motion,  heats  and 
colds,  moift  air,  relics  of  the  venereal  diforder,  large 
quantities  of  mercury  taken,  fcrophulous  difeafes,  acrid 
ferum,  deficiency  of  vital  heat,  elaflic  air. 

The  diagnojlics.  Wandering  pains,  a fixed  pain  in  the 
fhoulder,  hip,  loins,  arm,  leg,  knee,  thigh,  breafl,  fide,  or 
head,  the  part  feldom  red,  the  pain  felt  rnoft  when  the 
part  is  in  motion,  or  the  pain  being  rnoft  fevere  at  night, 
when  the  patient  begins  to  grow  warm  in  bed. 
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N.  B.  This  is  the  cafe,  when  the  caufe  is  elaftic  air. 

Sometimes  it  is  attended  with  a fever,  then  called  the  hot 

# , * « 

rheumatifm,  preceded  by  chills  and  rigor  ; perfons  in  years 
feel  the  attack  in  their  head  and  bowels. 

The  prognojlics.  If  idiopathic,  the  chronic  rheumatifm  is 
curable  with  great  facility,  however  difficult  to  cure  it  may 
be  thought  to  be  : the  author  has  a right  to  fpeak  with 
fome  confidence  on  this  fubjeift,  for  he  has  certainly  had 
the  management  of  as  many  rheumatic  cafes  as  any  human 
being,  without  finding  any  of  them  rebellious  to  the  method 
hereafter  propofed.  If  improperly  treated  it  is  very  apt  to 
return  periodically.  If  fymptomatic,  the  cure  of  it  depends 
on  the  removal  of  the  primary  diforder.  Bleeding  in  the 
chronic  Rheumatifm,  protracts  the  cure. 

The  cure.  If  attended  with  an  ardent  fever  (then  called 
the  acute  Rheumatifm)  let  it  be  treated  in  juft  the  fame 
manner  as  an  ardent  fever  ; when  there  is  a remiffion  give 
the  bark,  which  by  the  way,  will  remove  any  rheumatic 
diforder,  if  exhibited  fcientifically,  and  in  large  quantities. 
The  lancet  has  been  efteemed  neceflary  in  a chronic 
Rheumatifm,  but  it  is  never  really  fo  ; for  if  it  fhould  yield 

R r 2 
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a temporary  relief,  fuch  a relief  is  purchafed  at  a vaffc 
expence.  The  diet  fhould  be  the  fame  as  in  the  Gout, 

i-  1 

which  fee.  Let  the  part  be  kept  warm,  bathed  with  oil  of 
turpentine  night  and  morning,  or  a bliflering  plaifter  be 
• laid  on  it.  Buckbean  tea,  though  naufeous,  is  no  bad 
auxiliary.  The  dry  vomit  will  greatly  expedite  recovery, 
and  in  many  cafes  efFecffc  a cure  alone. 

Take  of  Emetic  tartar. 

Blue  vitriol,  of  each  eight  grains. 

For  three  powders.  One  to  be  taken  every  morning  falling. 

■-  " u~  'f  ’ i . -7 

. ..in-  w . • ■*“  %.  v v*  ..  f » 

Take  of  Volatile  tindture  of  guaiacum,  fix  drachms. 

Elixir  of  aloes,  one  drachm, 

Oil  of  turpentine,  half  a drachm. 

< * ' * *- 

<►  _ • t . 

To  be  taken  in  eight  fpoonfuls  of  water  every  night 
’till  well.  Four  or  five  of  thefe  draughts  are  generally 
fufficient  for  a perfect  cure.  Or, 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  feven  grains. 

Thebaic,  extradl  three  grains, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  to  make  two  pills. 


Both 
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Both  to  be  taken  at  bed-time,  and  repeated  as  there  is 
occafion.  Or, 

Take  of  Colocynth,  two  fcruples, 

/ 

$3  Theban  extract,  one  fcruple. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury, 

Kermes  mineral,  of  each  ten  grains. 

Simple  fyrup,  enough  for  pills. 

Twelve  ; two  to  be  taken  at  night.  Or, 

i l • / • * ? 

' , f c *■'  l ■ i . v A.  ' ‘ ' d ■ . 

Take  of  Calomel*, 

Camphor,  of  each  a fcruple, 

? * i * * f ^ 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  a bole* 

To  be  taken  at  bed-time.  To  prevent  its  return, 

$3*  Take  of  Flowers  of  fulphur,  two  ounces, 

* f * : 

Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  two  fcruples, 

Oil  of  turpentine,  three  drachms. 

Honey,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

Dofe, 


* Procured  from  Apothecaries  Hall. 
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Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  morning  and  night.  This 
ele&uary  will  fucceed  alfo  in  the  cure  of  moll  cafes  alone. 

Take  of  Volatile  tin&ure,  two  ounces. 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce. 

Extract  of  liquorice,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  annifeeds,  two  drachms. 

Traumatic  balfam,  enough  for  an  electuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a chefnut  thrice  a day® 

Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce. 

Gum  guaiacum,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  Saffafras,  two  drachms, 

Filings  of  iron,  one  drachm. 

Syrup  of  orange  peel,  enough  for  an  ele&uary. 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  thrice  a day. 


HIP- 
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H I P - G O U T. 

r | ^HE  Sciatica,  or  Hip-Gout,  is  fo  called  becaufe  the  pain 
is  confined  to  the  parts  about  the  hip. 

The  caufe.  Infpiffation  of  the  mucus  in  the  acetabulum, 
which  may  be  occafioned  by  the  fame  caufes  which  produce 
the  Rheumatifm. 

The  diagnojlics.  Intenfe  pain,  as  though  the  thigh  were 
diflocated  ; it  is  moll  common  with  thofe  who  have  not 
arrived  at  the  years  of  puberty  ; fometimes  very  old  perfons 
are  attacked  with  it  ; it  rarely  invades  thofe  of  middle  age  ; 
atrophy  of  the  thigh,  lamenefs.  - 

The  prognojlics.  If  idiopathic,  it  is  not  dangerous  ; if 
not  fcientifically  treated  at  firfl,  it  may  require  fome  diffi- 
culty and  time  to  remove  ; if  fymptomatic,  reference  mull 
be  had  to  the  primary  diforder  ; the  lamenefs,  if  of  long 
Handing,  is  rarely  curable. 


The 
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The  cure.  The  regimen  and  medicines  requifite  are 
much  the  fame  as  thofe  juft  mentioned  in  the  Rheumatifm, 
Turpeth  mineral  is  greatly  and  juftly  extolled  as  an  altera- 
tive in  this  cafe.  It  will  generally  yield,  in  a few  days,  to 
one  large  fpoonful  of  volatile  tin<fture  of  guaiacum,  given 
every  night  in  fix  fpoonfuls  of  water.  Some  recommend 

j; ' * ^ • T ; - . - ; . • J , : # 

whipping  the  part  with  nettles.  Much  more  eligible  topics 

are  to  be  found  below. 

, '.r  : : ; i ■■ : :*  ■ r M : • \ if 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum,  two  drachms. 

Thebaic  extract,  half  a drachm. 

Emetic  tartar. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  ten  grains, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills, 

■ , . • ’ • v • » I 

Number  thirty-two  ; three  to  be  taken  every  night.  Or, 

4 ' ' , 

Take  of  Gum  guaiacum,  a drachm  and  a half, 

Camphire,  half  a drachm. 

Calomel,  twelve  grains, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  morning  and  night. 


Take 
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Take  of  Camphire, 

Barbadoes  tar. 

Oil  of  turpentine. 

Oil  of  anifeeds,  of  each  half  an  ounce, 

A liniment,  to  be  ufed  twice  or  thrice  a day.  Or, 

Take  of  Black  foap. 

Honey,  of  each  an  ounce, 

With  the  white  of  an  egg,  make  an  ointment,  as  before. 

Take  of  The  common  plaifter  with  gums,  an  ounce, 

Bliftering  plaifter,  two  drachms, 

Euphorbium,  one  drachm, 

A plaifter.  Or,  the  common  bliftering  plaifter  (which  may 
be  applied  to  the  head  of  the  fibula,  if  the  part,  or  knee  be 
fwelled)  or  a Burgundy  pitch  plaifter.  See  Rheumatism. 


Ss  DEAFNESS. 
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DEAFNESS, 

. / ■>•  ? * * ' r 

7 f f*  j.  J - . \ 

DEAFNESS  mu  ft  be  treated  according  to  the  primary 
diforder  from  which  it  arifes,  as  epilepfy,  lues,  fe- 
vers, See.  The  more  plentiful  the  excretion  of  cerumen  is, 

the  eafier  to  be  cured.  The  methods  proper  to  be  taken  are 

/ 

fuch  as  follow  ; purges,  diaphoretics,  veficatories,  fetons, 
fyringings,  fternutatories,  and  the  dry  vomit.  Electricity 
will  fometimes  cure  it,  fo  alfo  will  wearing  their  own  hair  in 
thofe  who  have  been  ufed  to  a wis:. 

O 

» « « r 

The  common  caitfe  of  Deafnefs  is  a deficient,  or  too  vifeid 

fecretion,  or  a conftipation  of  the  wax  in  the  ears.  A tea- 
fpoonful  of  warm  water  poured  into  the  ears,  and  fuffered  to 
continue  for  a minute  or  two  in  them,  every  night,  will  often 
produce  extraordinary  and  unexpected  effects.  This  is  a 
more  expeditious  folvent  of  the  cerumen  than  upwards  of 

feventy 
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feventy  other  different  menftruums  that  were  tried.  Let  a 
pinch  of  the  following  fnuff  be  taken  immediately  after: 

"Take  of  White  hellebore  root,  a lcruple, 

Euphorbium,  two  grains, 

A fternutatory  powder, 

^ ' * a *- 

If  the  warm  water  will  not  remove  Deafnels,  after  ufing  it 
fome  weeks,  nothing  that  is  put  into  the  ears  will  do  it. 

If  an  infedt  has  penetrated  into  the  ear  beyond  the  reach 
of  extra&ion,  let  it  be  killed  by  dropping  fome  of  the  fol- 
lowing mixture  warm  into  the  ear  : 

, t 

Take  of  Elixir  of  aloes,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  wormwood,  thirty  drops. 

Oil  of  favin  twenty  drops  s 


S s a CHOREA 
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CHOREA  S A N C T I V I T I. 

QT.  Vitus’  Dance  is  an  involuntary  yet  irrefiflable  motion 
of  feveral  mufcles.  The  patient  ufes  many  ridiculous  and 
antic  geltures  : what  is  very  odd,  thofe  mufcles  only  are  af- 
fected which  are  deflined  for  fpontaneous  motion,  for  the 
heart,  diaphragm,  lungs  and  ftomach  are  never  injured  by 
this  whimfical  diforder. 

The  cauje.  An  unequal  diflribution  of  the  nervous  in- 
fluence. This  is  often  owing  to  an  obftruded  menflrua- 
tion,  chlorofis,  acid  gas,  irritation  from  worms,  weaknefs  of 
the  folids. 

The  diagnojlics.  It  is  moft  common  to  females  before  pu- 
berty; tremors,  convulfions,  diftortions,  continued  con- 
traction of  the  antagonift  mufcle ; working  of  the  eyes, 
ftiffnefs  of  the  limbs,  hopping  about  upon  one  leg,  catch- 
ings  of  the  hands,  twilling  of  the  fingers,  lying  down  and 

2 rifing 
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rifing  upright  for  many  times  together,  various  grotefque 
and  unintended  gefliculations.. 

The  prognojlics.  Menftruation  generally  cures  it.  I have 
feen  many  very  extraordinary  cafes  of  this  fort,  but  never 
met  with  one  that  was  difficult  to  cure.  When  of  long  con- 
tinuance it  fometimes  degenerates  to  an  epilepfy.  The  ufe 
of  the  lancet  (which  ought  by  no  means  to  be  allowed  in 
this  diforder)  fometimes  fuper-induces  an  opiflhotonos  and 
often  an  incurable  phthifis. 

The  cure.  For  regimen  fee  Weakness  of  the  Solids, 
which  is  an  infeparable  concomitant  of  this  diflemper. 
Begin  the  cure  with  the  dry  vomit,  which  fhould  be  conti- 
nued twice  or  thrice  a week  ’till  the  patient  is  recovered  : 

/ 

belides  this,  the  following  pills  and  drops  will  greatly  expe- 
dite the  cure. 

* 

X 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a drachm. 

Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples, 

Precipitated  fulphur  of  antimony,  one  fcruple, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four ; two  to  be  taken  every  night,  or 
oftener. 


Take 
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Take  of  Tindture  of  wood-foot,  an  ounce, 

A tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

To  complete  the  cure,  let  chalybeate  waters  be  ufed,  and 
the  cold  Bath  every  morning.  Half  a drachm  of  ginger  may 
be  given  with  great  advantage  twice  a day.  I feldom,  if 
ever,  omitted  it.  The  balfam  of  capivi  is  of  confiderable 
utility,  as  alfo  is  the  volatile  tindfure  of  valerian.  The  fub- 
fequent  mixture  I have  feen  the  moll  defirable  effects  from  : 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  drachms, 

Simple  cinnamon  water,  feven  ounces. 

Volatile  fpirits  of  fait  ammoniac, 

Balfamic  lyrup,  of  each  half  an  ounce. 

Of  this  mixture  let  two  fpoonfuls  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 


WEAKNESS 
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W EARNE  SS  of  the  SOLIDS. 

r ' * , / , , ^ • 
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TN  all  habits  of  body  where  there  is  a conftitutional 
deficiency  of  vital  heat,  there  malt  exift  a laxity  of  the 
mufcular  fibre,  with  fome  of  its  ufual  concomitants,  viz. 
habitual  chiilinefs,  fiabbinefs  of  the  flelh,  pallid  coun- 
tenance, thin  lank  hair,  bad  appetite,  lownefs  of  fpirits, 
cuticular  eruptions,  flatulencies,  bilious  diforders,  obftinate 
coftivenefs,  or  diarrhoea.  Whatever  malady  fuch  perfons 
may  labour  under,  bleeding  is  inadmiflible,  and  mull  be 
highly  improper  ; for  fuch  an  operation  will  certainly  prove 
injurious,  and  perhaps  (as  is  too  often  the  cafe)  fatal  to  the. 
patient ; purging  may  be  of  confiderable  utility  to  fuch 
perfons,  becaufe  they  have  generally  a redundance  of  ferous 

fluids,  though  never  of  the  flat  red  particles.  Weaknefs  of 

% . 

the  folids  requires  peculiar  attention  to  the  regimen  and 
diet,  for  that  which  is  received  into  the  ftomach  by  pounds 

and 
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and  quarts,  is  much  more  confequential  and  may  as  well  be 
adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  cafe  as  that  which  is  taken  by 
grains  and  drops.  For  fuch  perfons  a clear  dry  air  is  ex- 
tremely requilite,  at  fome  diltance  from  trees  ; nor  is  it  an 
unimportant  matter  for  them  to  take  frequent  walks  in  a 
garden  well  flored  with  aromatic  herbs,  fuch  as  rue,  laven- 
der, mint,  rofemary,  8cc.  or  thofe  herbs  may  be  kept  grow- 
ing in  the  houfe,  but  by  no  means  fuffered  to  lie  in  it  when 
dry  or  dead.  Sleep  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  excefs,  and 
the  lefs  time  that  is  fpent  in  bed  when  not  fleeping,  the 
better.  The  excretions  mull  be  duly  regulated,  for  a great 
deal  depends  on  a proper  regard  to  the  evacuations  : care 
fhould  be  taken  to  adjuft  this  affair  with  as  much  nicety  as 
pofhble,  and  to  trim  the  balance  between  deficiency  and 
excefs.  To  fuch  perfons  few  things  are  of  more  importance 
than  pleafing  converfation,  diverfions,  and  a conftant  en- 
deavour to  preferve  a calmnefs  and  compofure  of  mind. 
Gentle  exercife,  gradually  increafed,  mufl  not  be  negleched  ; 
particularly  fwinging,  during  a continuance  of  a moift  at- 
mofphere.  The  molt  nutritious  diet  is  to  be  recommended, 
fuch  for  inftance,  as  milk,  which  is  the  befl  breakfafl  and 

fupper 
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fupper  for  all  weakly  perfons  without  exception  ; no  perfon 
need  be  apprehenfive  of  any  bad  confequences  from  its 
curdling  on  the  Itomach  : it  is  moll  eligible  to  take  it  as  it 
comes  from  the  cow,  unlefs  it  purges ; then  it  mull  be 

boiled.  Of  broths  (all  which  are  ufefulj  that  which  is 
made  of  pork  is  preferable  ; the  author  has  feen  amazing 
effeds  from  it.  Eggs,  if  they  do  not  gripe,  are  very  de- 
ferable, and  all  forts  of  animal,  with  little  (or  no)  vegetable 
food ; efpecially  fhell  fifh,  and  flat  fifh,  every  fpecies  of 
which  affords  the  mofi:  plenteous  and  the  moll  laudable  nou- 
rifhment  : next  to  thefe  may  be  mentioned  wild  fowl,  parti- 
cularly partridges,  growfe,  and  pigeons  ; for  change,  chicken, 
calves  feet  jellies,  neats  feet,  trotters,  beef  tea,  foups  of  all 
fort,  cavear  and  blomange.  A little  fliould  be  taken  at  a 
time  but  often  repeated  : a jelly  may  be  always  at  hand  and 
cannot  be  too  frequently  had  recourfe  to,  if  the  ftomach  will 
bear  it,  for  that  muft  be  conflantly  humored,  and  nothing 
fliould  be  refufed  that  the  lead  inclination  is  felt  for.  Spirits 
diluted. with  water  are  chiefly,  if  not  wholly  to  be  drank  ; 
unlefs  Madeira  wine  fliould  be  found  more  agreeable  to  the 

1 t palate  : 
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palate  : if  beer  is  allowed,  it  ought  to  be  very  flrong  and 

/ 

very  old,  but  not  ftale. 

As  a teneritude  of  the  fibres,  or  their  want  of  due  elafli- 
city  is  owing  to  a deficiency  of  vital  heat,  which  is  greatly 
abated  by  an  acid  gas  or  vapor,  perfons  of  this  frameThould 
abftain  from  all  thofe  things  which  increafe  this  four  halitus 
by  fermenting  too  rapidly  in  the  llomach,  fuch  as  fugar, 
fruit,  vegetables,  claret  and  all  liquors  that  have  not  palled 
the  ftate  of  fermentation. 

The  medicines  proper  to  be  adminiflered,  are  aromatics, 

* 

bitters,  chalybeates,  aftringents,  the  bark,  foetids,  deter- 
gents, cardiacs,  mineral  acids,  and  above  all  things  elfe, 
frequent  repetitions  of  the  dry  vomit.  See  Phthifis,  Flatus, 
Hypochondria,  Epilepfy,  and  Impotcncy. 


PAINFUL 
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PAINFUL  DISORDERS. 


Pam  in  the  Head.  See  Cephalalgia. 

• # » 

* ^ 

PAIN  in  the  EARS. 

TT^AIN  in  the  Ears  is  fometimes  caufed  by  the  tooth-ach, 
fometimes  owing  to  an  impofthume.  If  idiopathic  and 
attended  with  a tinnitus,  apply  plaifters  of  Burgundy  pitch, 
or  blifters  behind  the  ears  ; ufe  warm  cataplafms,  fternuta- 
tories,  fetons,  cathartics,  or  opiates. 


T t 2 
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T O O T H - A C H. 

r JP  HE  Tooth-ach  is  generally  owing  either  to  a tumor  of 
the  gingiva,  of  the  circumjacent  mufcles,  or  to  the 
caries  of  the  tooth  ; it  may  alfo  originate  from  a vifcidity, 
or  acrimony  of  the  fluids.  It  is  common  in  fcorbutic  habits 
and  to  thofe  of  weak  folids.  If  it  comes  periodically,  let  the 

bark  be  taken.  Opiates,  if  neceflary,  may  be  given  inter- 
nally. Oil  of  caftor  held  in  the  mouth  will  often  give  im- 
mediate eafe,  fo  alfo  will  electricity.  If  the  gums  are  much 

4 . * - - ".  k.  , . ' 

fwelled,  they  may  be  ripened  by  a cataplafm  of  figs  ; fmo  a Ic- 
ing tobacco  will  fometimes  difcufs  the  tumor.  Sternutato- 

* 

ries  are  exceeding  ufeful,  and  fo  are  veficatories  ; warm 
cloths  fliould  be  frequently  applied,  and  plaiflers  of  Bur- 
gundy pitch  to  the  temples.  A tea-fpoonful  of  thebaic 
tincture,  or  brandy,  poured  into  the  ear  of  the  affe<5ted  fide 
feldom  fails  to  remove  the  pain,  efpecially  if  a little  vinegar 

be 
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be  previoufly  held  in  the  mouth.  If  the  tooth  is  carious, 
extirpation  is  the  quickeft  and  moft  efficacious  remedy  : if 
that  is  not  permitted, 

0 

Take  of  Thebaic  extract, 

Camphire,  of  each  two  grains. 

Oil  of  cloves. 

Oil  of  pepper,  of  each  two  drops,*. 

% 

A pill,  to  be  put  into  the  tooth. 

PAIN  in  the  FACE. 

IF  the  pain  is  over  all  one  fide  of  the  face,  or  if  both  the 
maxillae  are  aflecfied,  ufe  a gargarifm  of  brandy  and  vine- 
gar, equal  parts,  and  bathe  the  part  outwardly  with  warm 
oil:  if  this  method  has  not  the  defired  effecl,  dillolve  a 
drachm  of  camphire  in  half  an  ounce  of  aether,  pour  a little 
j[  it  into  the  hand,  and  apply  to  the  affetfled  part. 

Take 
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Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  drachms, 

• * 4 

Calx  of  antimony,  two  fcruples. 

Pure  water,  feven  ounces, 

\ \ . 

Balfamic  fyrup,  one  ounce, 

A Mixture  ; three  fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 


PAIN  of  the  N E C K. 

rT‘",H  I S is  commonly  called  a Crick,  and  is  foon  helped 
by  drawing  fparks  from  the  part  when  the  patient  is 
placed  on  an  ele&rical  (tool ; by  the  frequent  application 
of  warm  cloths,  or  by  ironing  the  part,  or  moiftening  it 
with  a fa tu rated  folution  of  camphire  in  aether. 

Pain  in  the  Breajl.  See  Phthisis. 

Pain  in  the  Side.  See  Flatus. 

Pain  in  the  Stomach.  See  Heart-burn. 
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PAIN  w the  BACK  or  LOINS, 

» * 

TAKE  of  Balfam  of  capivi,  an  ounce.  Of  thefe  drops 
let  twenty  be  taken  on  brown  fugar  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Spa  water,  half  a pint. 

Boiling  water,  the  fame  quantity, 

/ 

A draught,  to  be  drank  immediately,  and  to  be  repeated 
twice  or  thrice  a day. 

\ ' 

Half  an  ounce  of  volatile  tindrure  of  guaiacum. 

To  be  taken  every  night  in  fix  ounces  of  water.  See 
Nephritis. 


PAIN 


/ 
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PAIN  in  the  LIMBS. 

E E Rheumatism.  If  in  the  Shins,  give  three  or  four 
grains  of  theban  extrafl,  with  three  grains  of  Ke’rmes 
mineral  every  other  night,  anointing  them  every  night  with 
the  ftronger  blue  ointment. 


WHITE  - SWELLING. 

} * • • 

A^PPLY  a bliftering  plailler  to  the  knee,  let  it  be  wrapped 
up  in  it  and  the  plailler  be  kept  on  five  days.  This 
ihould  be  repeated  every  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  ’till  the 
patient  is  well,  giving  the  dry  vomit  twice  or  thrice  a week. 
I never  met  with  but  one  inftance  wherein  this  method  failed 
of  fuccefs  in  curing  this  formidable  diforder. 


II  E R N 1 A . 
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HERN  I A.' 

A RUPTURE  is  either  inteftinal,  omental,  watery,  flatu- 
lent, carnous,  or  varicofe.  The  two  firft  are  owing 

i 

to  a prolapfus  of  the  gut  ilium,  or  the  caul  into  the  fcrotum, 

groin,  or  navel.  In  infants  it  is  eafily  curable,  in  adults 

» 

with  fome  difficulty. 

Give  an  emollient  clyfter,  apply  an  emollient  fomenta- 
tion, reduce  and  retain  with  proper  ligatures  or  a trufs  : 
the  patient  avoiding  flatulent  food  for  fome  time,  and  all 
violent  motions  of  the  body.  Let  the  part  be  bathed  night 
and  morning  with  redified  fpirit,  or  with  lime-water.  Keep 
the  patient  on  his  back  as  long  as  poflible  : I have  known 
thofe  who  by  refolutely  continuing  in  this  pofture  for  five 
or  fix  weeks  have  been  perfedly  freed  from  a Hernia  of 
many  years  ftanding,  though  pretty  much  advanced  in  years. 

U u The 
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The  watery  Hernia  to  be  known  by  a pellucid  tumor  of 
the  te Hides,  is  to  be  cured  by  hydragogues,  diuretics,  dif- 
cutient  cataplafms,  or  pun&ure. 

The  ftrangul^ted  Hernia,  requires  the  hand  of  a furgeon. 


GANGRENE  and  MORTIFICATION. 

Gangrene  is  the  death  of  a particular  part,  owing  to 
the  total  impediment  of  any  communication  of  a fluid 

^ * r K . «*  *■  *•  > 

from  the  arteries.  It  commonly  affe&s  the  adipofe  mem- 

\ 

brane  only  : a Sphacelus  or  Mortification  invades  all  parts, 
the  bones  not  excepted. 

The  caufes.  Stagnation  of  the  fluids,  ligature  or  com* 
preffion  of  the  veins,  cold,  inflammation,  wounds,  bruifes, 
luxations,  fra&ures  (efpecially  if  bound  too  tight)  ruptures. 

The  diagnojlics . A fenfation  of  a dull  pain  ; a pale,  afhy, 
brown,  livid,  or  green  color : no  refiftance  to  the  touch. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  of  a mortification  are  infenfibility,  a cadaverous  fmell, 
perfectly  black  color,  that  blacknefs  fpreading,  an  eroding 
mortiferous  corruption. 

Th e prognojlics.  A Gangrene  may  be  cured.  A Sphace- 
lus mull  be  extirpated. 

A Gangrene  of  the  brain,  bowels  or  bladder,  is  mortal  ; 
of  the  mouth,  lip,  noftrils  or  gentials,  difficult  of  cure  ; in 
dropficals,  phthificals,  and  fcorbutics,  a Gangrene  is  the 

fore-runner  of  death. 

A mortification,  if  it  attacks  the  upper  parts,  or  brings 
on  agrypnia,  delirium,  faintings,  borborygmi,  hiccoughs, 

H- 

fpafms,  pains  which  go  off  fuddenly,  cold  fweats,  or  coma, 
forebodes  the  hafty  approach  of  a diffolution. 

The  cure.  If  a Gangrene  proceeds  from  froft,  rub  the 
parts  with  fnow  or  cold  water,  afterwards  applying, 

Take  of  Elixir  of  aloes. 

Spirit  of  fait  ammoniac, 

Tindture  of  myrrh. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  of  each  equal  parts, 

* ' 

For  a liniment. 


U U 2 


To 
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To  flop  theprogrefs  of  a Mortification,  there  is  no  exter- 
nal application  comparable  in  efficacy  with  the  oil  of  olives  : 
let  the  part  be  bathed  with  it  as  hot  as  it  can  be  borne  twice 

or  thrice  a day.  I have  feen  incredible  effects  from  it*  even 

' / 

with  perfons  greatly  advanced  in  years.  If  any  thing  in  na- 
ture will  prevent  a fphacelus  from  fpreading,  I believe  this 
will.  Internally  give  the  bark,  ehalybeates,  the  blue  vi- 
triol and  opiates. 

2d1  Take  of  The  ftyrax  pill,  a drachm, 

*•  % 

Make  into  twelve  pills ; one  to  be  taken  every  hour,  or 
oftener. 


SCHIRRUS  and  CANCER. 

\ Schirrus  is  an  induration  of  a glandular  part,  owing  to 
a previous  inflammation. 

The  caufes.  That  which  occafions  an  infpifiation  of  the 
fluids  in  the  glands. 


3 
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If  the  margins  of  a Schirrus  are  inflamed  fo  as  to  pro- 
duce an  erofion  of  the  neighbouring  velfels,  it  is  called  a 
Carcinoma,  or  Cancer. 

A recent  Schirrus,  the  refolution  of  fhould  be  attempted 
by  mercurials  ; if  that  fucceeds  not,  extirpation  is  necelfary : 
if  that  cannot  be  complied  with,  palliatives  are  all  that  can 
be  expelled,  fuch  as  a milk  diet,  the  balfam  of  capivi,  and 
thirty  or  forty  drops  of  dulcified  fpirits  of  nitre,  in  every 
draught  of  liquor  that  the  patient  takes. 

A Cancer  refills  every  internal  means  (hitherto  known)  of 
cure.  I never  faw  any  good  effeds  from  the  cicuta.  If 
extirpation  is  not  permitted,  give  twenty  of  the  following 
drops  night  and  morning  i 

Take  of  Corrofive  fublimate,  ten  grains* 

Spirit  of  fea  fait*  ten  drops. 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  nitre,  an  ounce, 

A * 

, t » » 

Drops. 

To  alleviate  the  pain,  the  tar  ointment  with  calomel  ap- 
plied twice  a day,  is,  I verily  believe,  fuperior  in  efficacy  to 
any  other  topic.  I have  known  great  numbers  whofe  lives 

have 
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have  been  rendered  comfortable  by  the  ufe  of  it,  who  before 
had  fuffered  the  molt  excruciating  agonies. 

The  fame  above-mentioned  palliatives  are  requilite. 

If  the  part  is  extremely  offenlive,  ufe  a carrot  poultice. 
If  a cure  is  expe&ed,  it  mull  be  obtained  by  the  hands  of  the 
furgeon. 

I have  feen  lately  feveral  cancers  of  the  lip  yield  to  the 
above  drops  and  ointment. 


BURN* 

\ PPLY  oil  and  lime-water,  or  fpread  fome  of  the  epulotic 
cerate  thin  on  a piece  of  thin  leather.  To  prevent  an 
unlightly  fear,  after  the  above  cerate  has  been  renewed 

every  day,  for  four  or  five  days,  then  ufe  a liniment  (once  a 

» 

day  alfo)  compofed  of  equal  parts  of  foft  foap,  honey,  and 
oil  of  olives.  * 


SPRAIN, 
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SPRAIN. 

jTT^RO  M the  fituation  a part  muft  be  in  when  fprained, 
■*“  nothing  can  be  more  abfard  than  the  ufual  method  of 
refting  it  : it  fhould  be  kept  as  conftantly  in  motion  as  pof- 
fible,  and  it  will  be  well  in  the  tenth  part  of  the  time  that 
will  be  requifite  for  the  cure,  if  fpared  ; which  any  one  may 
be  fatisfied  of,  who  will  make  the  trial.  If  any  fotus  is 
ufed,  equal  parts  of  vinegar  and  brandy  is  the  mod  eligible. 


O E D E M A. 

/^N  Oedematous  tumor  is  foft,  whitilh,  cold,  indolent, 
and  doth  not  refill  the  touch.  If  a topic  is  neceflary, 
I know  none  preferable  to, 

Take  of  Rectified  fpirit,  three  drachms,, 

Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms, 

Spirit  of  fait  ammoniac,  one  drachm, 

A liniment,  to  be  ufed  three  or  four  times  a day.. 

ULCER 


% ' ' \ 
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ULCER  in  the  LEG  S. 

i , 

all  the  diforders  incident  to  poor  people,  this  is  the 
molt  common  ; at  leaft  I have  feen  fuch  numbers 
among  the  infinite  variety  of  perfons  who  have  applied  to 
me  for  afiiftance,  that  I can  fafely  aver,  I have  cured  more 
ulcerated  legs  than  any  man  in  his  Majefty’s  dominions  ; nor 
did  I ever  meet  with  one  cafe  that  did  not  yield  to  the  me- 
thod hereafter  propofed. 

% 

The  caufes.  A fcorbutic  acrimony,  depauperated  blood, 
fedentary  life,  poor  living,  moift  air,  damp  ground.  Hence 
it  is  no  wonder  that  there  are  fo  few  of  the  weavers  in  the 

c • * 

North  of  Ireland  free  from  this  troublefome  complaint ; for 
they  live  chiefly  upon  potatoes  or  oaten  bread,  and  fit  at  their 
looms  three  or  four  feet  beneath  the  furface  of  the  earth. 

After  recommending  a milk  diet,  the  only  medicines 
which  I ever  ordered  inwardly,  were  my  folution  of  the  fub- 
limate  (See  Cancer.)  twenty  drops  to  be  taken  in  a glafs  of 
jvater  morning  and  night.  Or,  if  obftinately  coftive, 


Take 
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Take  of  Gum  guaiaeum, 

Socotrine  aloes,  of  each  a drachm, 

Kermes  mineral. 

Yellow  emetic  mercury,  of  each  a fcruple, 

Guaiacine  balfam,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  twenty-four ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
Externally, 

Take  of  Calomel,  two  fcruples. 

Tar  ointment,  an  ounce, 

Extradt  of  lead,  fifteen  drops. 

An  ointment,  with  which  the  ulcer  is  to  be  dreffed  twice  a 
day  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  then  to  complete  the  cure, 
an  ointment  compofed  of  equal  parts  of  the  tar  ointment 
and  epulotic  cerate,  which  is  only  to  be  ufed  once  a day, 
and  a bandage  bound  over  the  ulcer  as  tight  as  it  can  be 

borne.  Or, 

X x 
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Take  of  Sublimate,  two  grains, 

§d  Spirits  of  fea  fait,  two  drops, 

Rofe  water,  five  ounces, 

A lotion,  lint  dipped  in  this  to  be  applied  night  and  morning. 


contractions. 

/^tONTRACTI  ON  of  the  tendons,  particularly  that  of 
Achilles,  is  a common  caufe  of  lamenefs,  efpecially  in 
children,  though  this  caufe  is  often  overlooked. 

The  ufe  of  many  limbs  (when  long  loft)  has  been  reco- 
vered when  the  patient  could  not  touch  the  ground  with 
his  heel,  by  the  following  fimple  liniment.  Take  the  yolk 
of  a new  laid  egg,  carefully  cleared  from  the  white,  beat  it 
up  with  fix  fpoonfuls  of  fpring  water,  let  the  thigh  and  leg 
be  bathed  with  it  morning  and  night,  for  fome  weeks.  The 
effects  are  equally  amazing  and  incredible. 

PARALYTIC 
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PARALYTIC  AFFECTION  of  the  LEGS. 

* 

P PLY  a large  velicatory  to  the  os  facrum  and  loins. 
Ele&ricity,  much  exercife,  ftrait  ftockings,  liberal  ufe 
of  the  fiefh-brufh,  dry  vomit,  cold  bath. 

See  Palsy. 

" 1 - 


DISORDERS  peculiar  to  FEMALES. 
CHLOROSIS. 

rT',HE  Green  Sicknefs,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  is  a 
diftemper  that  attacks  females  generally  before  pu- 
berty, and  fometimes  (if  there  is  no  eruption  of  the  catame- 
nia) long  after.  It  is  alfo  termed  Febris  alba  Sc  Morbus 
virsrineus. 

O 


X X 2 


The 
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The  caufe.  A deficiency  of  vital  heat,  a predominant 

Cy- 

acid  in  the  fcomach,  a lentor  of  the  blood,  vitiated  quality 
of  it,  an  over  proportionate  quantity  of  ferum,  pining,  in- 
activity.,, dyfpepfid,  too  profufe  fecretion  of  the  fuccus  pan- 
creaticus,  vegetables,  fruit,  fugar,  deficiency  of  bile. 

The  diagnojlics.  A fallow,  pallid,  or  livid  countenance  ; 
laxity  of  the  mufcular  fibres,  inflated  eye-lids,  fwelling  of  the 
ancles,  and  fometimes  of  the  abdomen  ; indolence,  averfion 
from  exercife,  efpecially  running  or  walking  fait ; the  refpi- 
ration  difficult  and  anhelous,  pica  or  malacia,  cephalalgia,  a 
palpitation  of  the  heart,  green  ftools,  four  breath. 

The  prognojlics.  This  chronical  diforder  is  fometimes  of 
long  continuance,  without  producing  any  remarkable  ill 
confequences  ; fometimes  fchirrofites  proceed  from  it ; it 
is  rarely  difficult  of  cure  ; menftruation  often  carries  it  off. 
Feeding  on  chalk,  tobacco-pipes,  and  fitch  like,  is  not  the 
caufe,  but  the  e fifed!  of  this  difeafe. 

The  cure.  The  regimen  fhould  be  the  fame  as  in  Weaknejs 
of  the  Solids.  Firft  give  an  emetic,  the  properefl  is  a grain 
and  half  of  blue  vitriol,  not  drinking  any  thing  to  work  it 

off ; -the  heft  time  to  take  it  is  in  the  morning  fading;  after- 
wards 
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wards  uterine  cathartics  and  corroborants,  efpecially  chaly- 
beates  : the  cold  bath  may  be  ufed  to  advantage.  Exercife 
is  neceflary.  Some  bleed  in  the  Saphoena,  but  to  leflen  the 
quantity  of  that  important  fluid  in  fuch  cafes,  as  has  already 

been  often  obferved,  is  inexcufable  indifcretion. 

( , * 

From  the  fubfequent  tribes  an  efficacious  formula  may  be 
eaflly  contrived.  . 

The  gums,  as  ammoniac,  galbanum,  fagapenum,  opo- 
ponax,  guaiacum,  afla  foetida,.  olibanum,  myrrh,  benjamin, 
Ityrax,  maftic,  frankincenfe.. 

Aromatics,  as  Winter’s  bark,  cinnamon,  ginger,  zedoary, 
all  piperines,  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  fuch  like. 

Bitters,  as  gentian,  galangal,  centaury,  aloes,  chamomile, 
carduus  benedicflus,  which  yields  a pleafant  bitter  in  a cold 
inflation,  round  birth-wort,  orange  peel,  &c. 

Emmenagogues,  as  favin,  caftor,  dittany  of  Crete,,  borax, 
penny-royal,  rue„  mugwort,  white  bryony  root,  flanking  or- 
rach,  black  hellebore,  fait  of  amber,  fait  of  fteel,  calomel, 
balfain  of  capivi,  or  compound  powder  of  myrrh.  See 
Menses  suppressed.. 
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WHITES 


r f nHI  S is  a diforder  females  of  all  ages  are  fubje<51:  to. 


The  cauje.  A laxity  of  the  glandular  fibres  of  the 
lacunae,  fuppreflion  of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  fprains  of 


the  loins,  hard  labor,  hypercatharfis,  profufe  bleeding, 
blows,  falls,  weaknefs  'of  the  folids. 

The  diagnoflics . A conftant  oozing  from  the  os  externum 
uteri  of  a white  matter,  fometimes  thin,  yellow,  or  brown; 
foetid,  fenfation  of  heat  in  making  urine,  fyncopes,  anorexia, 
pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  increafed  by  exercife,  atrophy, 
Hypocratic  countenance. 

The  prognojiics.  It  is  not  very  eafy  of  cure.  Women  are 
generally  troubled  with  it  a great  while  before  they  apply 
for  affiftance  : to  this  natural  bafhfulnefs  they  owe  more  bad 
confequences  than  they  ever  fufpeHed.  It  is  often  pro- 
ductive of  many  dreadful  diforders,  which  might  with  great 
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facility  have  been  prevented ; as  confumption,  procidentia 

uteri,  dropfy,  internal  ulcers,  8cc. 

The  cure . The  moft  nourifhing  diet  is  neceffary,  as  milk, 

meat  broths,  fhell-filh,  and  fuch  like.  For  her  breakfaft, 

two  drachms  of  ihnglafs  may  be  boiled  in  milk..  The  dry 

vomit  is  of  conliderable  fervice,  as  alfo  are  lenient  cathartics, 

% 

magnefia,  agglutinants,  lime-water,  and  fpa-water.  Ihe  moll 
proper  aftringents  are  tormentil  root,  aromatics,  roch  allum,, 
fugar  of  lead  and  chalybeates.  Twenty  drops  of  the  balfam. 

4 

of  capivi  maybe  taken  twice  a day,  or  a tea-fpoonful  of  tinc- 
ture of  cantharides,  which  has  an  excellent  effedl. 

Take  of  Gam  arabic,  two  ounces^ 

Red  aftringent  gum,. 

Olibanum,  of  each  half  an  ounce*. 

Balfam  of  capivi,  enough  for  an  electuary*. 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a chefnut  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  two  ounces* 

Yellow  wax,  half  an  ounce*. 

Rhubarb,  two  drachms,. 

■ ti  - • Filing^ 
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Filings  of  iron, 

Galangal,  of  each  a drachm, 

Tindlure  of  cantharides,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

The  fize  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  twice  a day. 

Take  of  Bine  vitriol,  a fcruple,  diffolve  in 
Boiling  water,  an  ounce, 

Extradl  of  lead,  a fcruple. 

An  inje&ion,  to  be  ufed  warm  twice  a day.  See  Gleet. 


hyste  rigs. 

T JT  Y STERI  C Fits,  notwithftanding  the  various  fhapes 
they  appear  in,  are  too  well  known  to  need  any  de- 
fcription. 

The  cauje . An  unequal  diflribution  of  the  vital  heat, 
owing  in  fome  meafure  to  the  peculiar  conformation  of  the 
uterus  and  its  adjacent  parts  ; fuppreffion,  or  deficiency  of 

the 
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the  menftrual  flux,  fometimes  to  its  profufion  ; delicacy  of 
conllitution,  luxury,  want  of  exercife,  flrong  inclination  to 
venery,  fluor  albus,  want  of  blood,  acid  gas. 

The  diagnojiics.  Syncopes,  catchings,  riling  of  a halitus 
in  the  throat,  fometimes  fo  as  to  endanger  fuffocation  ; 
convullions,  clavus  hyftericus,  quick  refpiration,  laughing, 
fcreaming,  crying,  the  hands  ftrongly  clofed,  bawdy  ex- 
preffions,  colic,  cephalalgia. 

The  prognojiics.  If  the  patient  has  been  long  troubled 
with  them,  they  often  terminate  in  a perpetual  caufelefs 
timidity;  madnefs,  or  all  the  horrors  of  the  hypochondrical 
affe<5!ion,  to  which  this  diforder  is  very  fimilar.  It  is  by  no 
means  dangerous,  or  if  fcientifically  treated,  difficult  of  cure. 

The  cure.  All  evacuations  are  deleterious,  the  dry  vomit 
excepted,  which  fucceeds  wonderfully,  if  frequently  re- 
peated, and  is  propriis  viribus  fufficient  to  effect  a cure  ; 
but  if  objefled  to,  the  practitioner  will  find  various  formulae, 
which  have  proved  efficacious,  fubjoined.  Chalybeate  wa- 
ters are  highly  neceffary  ; opiates  are  fometimes  fo.  The 

cold  bath.  If  the  head  is  affected,  let  it  be  fhaved  and  a 

\ y y 

blilter  laid  over  it.  See  Hypochondria,  Epilepsy,  and  Flatus. 

Y y ' Take 
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* Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  fcruples, 

Pore  nitre,  a fcruple. 

Volatile  fait  of  amber,  feven  grains, 

Caftor  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

A draught  to  be  taken  every  night,  for  fome  weeks. 

Take  of  Ginger,  half  an  ounce, 

* 

For  fix  powders.  One  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

, f'y)  *'  ■ * • • . ' ; '•  ■ •,  i i i 

Thirty  drops  of  the  oil  of  amber  may  be  taken  night  and 
morning.  If  coftive. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes. 

Filings  of  iron, 

Affa-foetida,  of  each  two  fcruples. 

Oil  of  amber,  enough  for  pills, 

'Number  twenty-four  ; two  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Galbanum,  half  an  ounce,. 

Camphire,  half  a drachm,. 

Oil  of  amber,  twenty  drops. 

A plaifter  to  be  applied  to  the  navel.  If  laxative, 

Take 
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Take  of  Theban  extract,  half  a drachm 
Camphire,  a fcruple. 


Oil  of  amber,  enough  for  pills. 

Number  ten  ; one  to  be  taken  at  night,  or  oftener. 

Take  of  Bark,  fix  drachms. 

Valerian,  half  an  ounce, 

Filings  of  iron,  a drachm, 

Conferve  of  rue,  an  ounce. 

Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  electuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a walnut  twice  or  thrice  a day. 


MENSES  SUPPRESSED. 

N ob  ftru&ion  of  the  menltrual  flux  is  either  total , 


or  partial , when  there  is  a fmall  drain,  and  the 
colour  not  florid,  nor  the  appearance  regular  at  the  ftated 
times.  The  fame  method  of  cure  is  requifite. 


The 
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The  caufe.  A deficiency  of  blood.  Some  have  fuppofed 
that  an  univerfal  plethora  may  be  a concomitant  of  this 
diforder  ; to  fpeak  my  own  fentiments,  I verily  believe 
that  it  never  is  the  cafe  ; a partial  plethora,  indeed,  or 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  an  unequal  dillribution  of  the 

-J 

vital  heat  often  may  and  doth  accompany  it. 

The  diagnojlics.  Anorexia,  pale  or  bloated  countenance, 
fluor  albus,  cephalalgia,  vertigo',  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
pain  in  the  loins  and  thighs,  fweiling  of  the  ancles, 
hylterics.  See  Flatus. 

The  progmjiic s . If  it  is  total,  the  cure  is  difficult,  but 

«■ 

by  no  means  impracticable,  as  fome  moderns  fufpecT,  unlefs 
from  a phthifis,  or  falivation  ; in  pinguedinous  habits,  it 
is  of  little  confequence  ; if  partial,  eafily  procured ; if 
ymptomatic,  the  primary  caufe  mull  be  removed. 

The  cure.  The  dry  vomit  is  of  admirable  efficacy.  For 
regimen,  fee  Weakness  of  the  Solids.  If  once  the  blood 
is  fufficient  in  quantity  there  is  no  fear  of  the  obftrudion 
being  removed.  Balfam  of  Capivi  is  an  excellent  auxiliary. 
See  Chlorosis.  One  remark  may  not  be  amifs,  viz.  that 
if  no  extraordinary  inconvenience  attends  the  too  little  or 

, V*  t 
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too  great  difcharge  of  this  fort,  it  is  belt  not  to  interfere 
by  the  ufe  of  medicines,  but  leave  nature  entirely  to 
herfelf. 

Take  of  Socotrine  aloes,  a drachm. 

Filings  of  iron,  two  fcruples, 

c 

Kermes  mineral,  half  a drachm, 

Calomel,  a fcruple. 

Oil  of  favine,  enough  for  pills, 

, , • f • ^ / 

Number  thirty-two ; two  to  be  taken  every  night,  or 
oftener. 

Take  of  Tindture  of  martial  flowers, 

, 0 * t T 

Tindture  of  melampodium,  of  each  an  ounce, 

>-  • f • ' I B * 

Of  thefe  drops  let  two  tea-fpoonfuls  be  taken  twice  a 
day.  . 


MENSES 
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MENSES  IMMODERATE. 

HE  menftrual  difcharge  is  fome times  fo  profufe  as  to 


fuper-induce  a large  tribe  of  the  moft  formidable 

•jr  * < ^ 

diforders. 

The  caufe . Weaknefs  of  the  folids  ; confequently  a want 
of  elafticity  in  the  fibres  of  the  mouths  of  the  uterine,  or 
vaginal  arteries,  and  deficiency  of  vital  heat. 

The  diagnojlics.  Laxity  of  the  inufcular  fibre,  thin,  light, 

i , . <.  . , f * : • ' 

lank  hair,  flabbinefs  of  the  flefh,  pallid  countenance,  fyn- 
copes,  anorexia,  fwelled  ancles,  cachexy. 

The  prognojiics.  If  after  abortion,  parturition,  or  if  the 
patient  is  above  fifty  years  of  age,  it  rauft  be  very  profu fe 
to  prove  dangerous.  If  the  age  is  about  thirty,  and  it  is 
lucceeded  by  a fpontaneous  total  fuppreffion,  it  is  always 

r 

fatal.  3f  of  long  continuance,  and  always  immoderate  at 


the 
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the  periodical  returns,  and  the  patient  under  forty,  it 
cannot  be  retrained  too  foon. 

The  cure . It  is  furprifing  that  all  praUitioners,  who 

■*  * i ) ' * ' ' 

have  wrote  on  this  fubjed,  propofe  phlebotomy,  by  way 
of  revulfion  forfooth  ; fuch  pra&ice  cannot  be  too  much 
execrated.  A vomit  is  a more  fpeedy,  more  effectual,  and 

i • * 

far  fafer  remedy.  For  regimen,  fee  Weakness  of  the  Solids. 
The  exercife  fhould  be  very  gentle.  The  medicines  necelfary 
are  agglutinants,  aftringents,  corroborants,  and  fometimes 
opiates.  A cloth,  dipped  in  vinegar,  may  be  laid  on  the 
abdomen,  or  loins. 

, . . r - , • r • • 

Take  of  Gum  arabic,  two  ounces,  diffolve  in 
Pure  water,  a pint. 

•*  * -•  -y* 
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Of  this  mixture  let  a tea-cupful  be  taken  two  or  three 
times  in  a day,  or  as  often  as  there  is  occafion.  Give  a 
fcruple  of  roch  allum  every  half  hour  till  it  vomits ; after- 
wards as  much  of  the  red  altringent  gum,  as  often  as  is 
necelfary.  She  may  eat  of  conferve  of  red  rofes  to  the 
quantity  of  half  an  ounce  in  a day.  To  prevent  a return. 
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Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce, 

Maftic,  half  an  ounce, 

" 1 

Filings  of  iron,  a drachm, 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary. 

The  Gze  of  a nutmeg  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Rectified  fpirit,  fix  drachms. 

Oil  of  turpentine,  two  drachms. 

Strong  fpirit  of  vitriol,  one  drachm. 

Of  thefe  drops,  twenty  or  thirty  may  be  taken  morning  and 
night. 

Take  of  Olibanum,  a drachm  and  an  half. 

Cinnamon,  half  a drachm, 

Venice  turpentine,  enough  for  pills, 

* ' ✓ 

Number  twenty-four  ; three  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 
If  co hive, 

\ » V 

Take  of  Conferve  of  red  rofes,  an  ounce  and  an  half, 

Yellow  wax,  half  an  ounce. 

Rhubarb,  two  drachms, 

Galangal, 
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Galangal, 

Filings  of  iron,  of  each  one  drachm, 
Syrup  of  ginger,  enough  for  an  electuary, 

Dofe,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  twice  a day. 


FALLING  DOWN  of  the  WOM  B. 


rJpHE  Falling  down  of  the  Womb  is  owing  to  a relaxation 
of  its  ligaments,  or  to  fome  violence  ufed  in  labour. 

The  cauje.  Falls,  {trains,  {hocks,  fluor  albus,  the  forcible 
(though  neednefs)  plucking  away  the  placenta,  weaknefs  of 
the  folids. 

The  diagnojlics.  Great  pain  when  fitting  hill,  or  at 
(tool,  difficulty  of  making  urine,  fometimes  convulfions  and 
mortification. 

Z z 
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The  prognojiics.  If  the  patient  is  pregnant,  the  cafe  is 
always  dangerous;  if  the  part  is  not  reduced,  it  may  turn 
gangrenous  ; if  the  ligaments  are  broke,  fcarcely  curable. 

The  cure.  Let  the  patient  try  to  reduce  it  herfelf,  by 
the  means  prefcribed  under  Falling  down  of  the  Fundament. 
Or,  lay  a crown  piece,  with  a fmall  piece  of  wax- candle, 
lighted,  on  the  middle  of  it,  on  the  abdomen  ; put  a 
tumbler  glafs  over  it  and  the  preffure  of  the  air  will  foon 
reilore  it  to  its  proper  place.  If  fhe  is  with  child,  let  the 
abdomen  be  fupported  by  a bandage.  She  fhould  be  kept 
lying  on  her  back  (with  her  hips  raifed  and  her  legs  croffed) 
as  long  as  poflible.  Ufe  clyllers,  aftringent  injedlions,  fo- 
mentations, fuffiments  and  pefTaries. 

See  the  drops  in  the  laft  article. 
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DISORDERS  peculiar  to  PREGNANCY. 


J^TAUSEA  and  Vomiting.  Give  frequently  twenty  drops 
of  acid  elixir  of  vitriol,  in  a tea-cupful  of  ftrong  mint  - 
tea  ; or  if  neceffary,  opiates.  See  Vomiting. 

Diarrhoea.  See  that  article.' 

Coftivenefs  from  the  preffure  of  the  foetus.  Adminifler 
fat  oily  clyflers.  A powder  compofed  of  two  parts  magnelia 
and  one  of  rhubarb  : of  this  let  half  a drachm  be  taken  oc- 
cahonally. 

Heart-burn.  Two  fcruples  of  chalk  and  one  of  gum  arabic 
may  be  taken  as  often  as  neceffary,  if  not  coflive  ; if  that  is 
the  cafe,  give  as  much  magnefia,  drinking  half  a pint  of 
broth  after  every  dofe. 

Syncopes.  Ufe  cardiacs,  volatiles,  opiates,  flrong  foups 
and  jellies. 

Longing. 


Z Z 2 


( 356  ) 

Longing.  Whatever  is  craved  may  be  given  with  fafety, 
and  ought  by  all  means  to  be  procured  as  foon  as  poffible. 

Swelling  of  the  ancles,  legs,  thighs,  or  bread.  Ufe  lenient 
cathartics,  abforbents,  diuretics,  diaphoretics,  opiates,  reft  : 
if  the  legs,  they  cannot  be  kept  too  much  in  a horizontal 
pofition. 

Pain  in  the  loins.  If  from  the  weight  of  the  foetus,  let 
the  abdomen  be  fupported  by  a bandage.  Cardiacs  and 
reft  are  neceflary. 

Oedematous  tumours  of  the  os  externum.  Scarification. 
Dyfury.  Agglutinants  ; the  catheter. 

• Dyfpnoea.  See  Cough. 

Bearing  down.  See  Abortion  below. 

Flux  menftrual  or  haemorrhoidal,  treat  as  at  other  times. 

Falfe  conceptions,  or  moles,  leave  to  nature.  If  any 

* \ ^ • * 

thing  is  given,  it  fhould  be  taken  from  the  emmenagogic 
tribe.  Pretty  violent  exercife  may  be  ufed. 
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ABORTION. 

r-p  HIS  and  every  other  diforder  to  which  a woman 
during  the  hate  of  her  pregnancy  is  liable,  is  chiefly, 
if  not  entirely,  owing  to  a deficiency  of  heat  and  blood  ; 
which  may  eafily  be  gathered  from  the  confideration  of  the 
expence  fhe  is  at  for  the  nutrition  of  the  foetus,  and  the 
formation  of  its  appurtenances  : if  two  ounces  of  blood 
were  drawn  every  day  from  a perfon  ever  fo  healthy  for  forty 
weeks  together,  let  it  be  left  to  common  fenfe  to  determine 
whether  fuch  a one  can  hand  in  need  of  fupernumerary 
venaefections  during  that  time. 

It  is  upon  this  account  that  their  faces  appear  fo  thin,  their 
nofes  pinched  in,  and  various  diforclers  attack  them  which 
originate  from  a deficiency  of  blood.  If  a woman  with 
child  is  bled,  fays  Hypocrates,  a mifearriage  is  endangered  ; 
the  larger  the  foetus,  the  more  certain  and  expeditious  will 

be 
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be  the  abortion.  Experience  confirms  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation  of  the  divine  old  man.  I knew  many  ladies 
who  ufed  phlebotomy  during  their  pregnancy  and  mifcar- 
ried,  but  on  the  omiffion  of  it,  went  out  their  full  time  and 
were  delivered  of  healthy  children.  That  all  do  not  mif- 
carry  who  are  bled  is  true,  and  indeed  nothing  is  more  to 
be  wondered  at  than  the  inexhaullible  refources  of  nature, 
by  which  file  can  recover  herfelf  from  the  confequences  of 
fuch  ill-timed  evacuations.  To  ufe  phlebotomy  becaufe  her 

periodical  vifits  difappear,  is  abfurd  and  puerile,  for  it  can- 

/ 

not  be  a manly  argument  that  we  ought  to  lavifh  away  that 

» * 

fluid  which  nature  demonflrates  her  want  of,  by  her  care  to 
preferve  it.  Bleeding,  in  a word,  is  always  hazardous  and 
improper  during  pregnancy,  and  not  feldom  brings  on  con- 
vulfions  and  death.  To  this  rafli  and  inexcufable  impru- 
dence it  is  owing  that  fuch  numbers  of  women  who  even  go 
their  full  time,  die  in  child-bed. 

The  caufes.  Weaknefs  of  the  folids,  bleeding,  blows, 
falls,  frights,  difappointments  in  that  which  was  longed  for. 

The  diagnoflics.  ■ Pain  in  the  back,  loins  and  thighs,  bear- 
ing down  ; cephalalgia,  naufea,  quick  pulfe,  flatnefs  of  the 

breads, 
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breafts,  fyncopes,  dribbling  of  the  waters  from  the  uterus, 
flooding. 

The  prognojlics.  If  nature  is  not  counteracted,  or  difturbed 
by  unneceflary  interpofltion,  there  is  feldom  any  danger  ol 
the  mother.  If  the  foetus  is  dead  (which  may  be  known  by 
fyncopes,  cold  fvveats,  fiufhings,  rigor,  or  the  foetus  falling 
from  fide  to  fide)  nothing  but  mild  emmenagogues  fhould 
be  given  once  or  twice  a day.  It  may  continue  in  the  uterus 

three  or  four  weeks  without  any  ill  confequence,  and  it 

• # 

fcarce  ever  exceeds  that  time  before  nature  will  effect  its 
expulfion. 

The  cure . Prevention  is  all  we  are  capable  of  in  thefe 
cafes.  Where  there  is  a pronenefs  to  mifcarry,  from  a laxity 
of  themufcular  fibres,  or  if  (he  has  mifcarried  before,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  ufe  the  fame  regimen  as  that  recommended 
under  Weakness  of  the  Solids,  and  to  keep  an  iffue  con- 
flantly  open.  I knew  a lady  who  mifcarried  twice,  then 
opened  an  iffue,  and  while  it  continued  had  three  living 
children  ; {he  then  buffered  it  to  dry  up  and  again  mifcar- 
ried -y  it  was  cut  again  fhortly  after,  and  fhe  bore  five  ftrong 
healthy  children  ; her  iffue  then  dried  up  fpontaneoufiy, 

after 
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after  which  file  mifcarried  three  times  fucceffively.  The 
reader  is  left  to  make  his  own  obfervations  on  this  remark- 
able cafe.  I have  often  feen  amazing  effetfls  from  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Take  of  French  bole, 

Maftic,  of  each  three  drachms, 

Yellow  wax,  two  drachms, 

Cyprus  turpentine,  enough  for  a plaifter. 

To  be  applied  to  the  loins,  and  worn  during  the  time  of 
geftation. 

4 

Take  of  Chalk  julep,  fix  ounces. 

Strong  cinnamon  water,  two  ounces. 

Juice  of  kermes,  one  ounce, 

, Gum  arabic,  two  drachms, 

A mixture,  of  which  let  three  fpoonfuls  be  taken  morning' 

x O 

and  night. 

Take  of  Canella  alba,  a fcruple, 

Ginger,  ten  grains. 

Cordial  confe&ion,  half  a drachm, 

O ■ 

A bole,  to  be  taken  every  night. 
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Take  of  Bark,  an  ounce. 

Winter’s  bark,  three  drachms. 

Cloves,  one  drachm. 

Oil  of  cinnamon,  thirty  drops, 

Mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  enough  for  an  eledtuary, 

f 

Dofc,  the  fize  of  a nutmeg  morning  and  night. 


P A R T U R I T I O N. 


’HE  ufual  time  of  delivery  is  forty  weeks  after  impreg- 
nation. It  has  been  generally  fuppofed  that  about  the 
eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  the  head  of  the  foetus  growing 
fpecifically  heavier  than  the  body,  falls  down  oh  the  os  in- 
ternum with  its  face  towards  the  mother’s  back,  which  was 
before  towards  her  belly.  This  tumble , as  the  French  call  it, 
appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  imaginary,  for  I never  diffecled 
a woman  in  any  Hate  ol  pregnancy,  that  the  pofture  of  the 

3 A foetus 
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foetus  was  not  the  fame  as  at  the  time  of  delivery,  when  the 
birth  is  natural. 

The  foetus  receives  no  nourifliment  but  by  the  umbilical 
cord,  notwithftanding  the  numerous  arguments  which  that 
ingenious  and  truly  excellent  anatomift  Heifler  has  ufed  to 
prove,  that  it  fwallows  the  alimentary  liquor  before  expul- 
fion  ; a fufficient  refutation  of  all  which  is,  that  from  the 
confideration  of  its  pofture,  and  incapacity  of  breathing,  it 
is  impoffible, 

In  a natural  birth,  nothing  more  is  necelfary  than  to  fup- 
port  and  prevent  the  laceration  of  the  perinaeum,  leaving 
the  reft  to  nature.  In  breech  prefentations,  it  is  needlefs 
to  alter  the  pofture  of  the  foetus,  but  in  all  other  preter- 
natural petitions,  fearch  fur  and  extraeft  it  by  the  feet.  If 
the  placenta  follows  not  immediately,  ufe  no  violence  ; the 
woman  may  be  ordered  to  bed:  there  are  frequent inftances 
of  its  continuance  in  the  uterus  for  twelve,  twenty,  yea  eight 
and  forty  hours,  without  the  leaft  ill  confequence.  What 
nature  will  perform  in  fuch  cafes  is  fcarcely  within  the 
limits  of  credibility  : when  the  head  of  the  foetus  has  been 
left,  fhe  has  effe<fted  the  expulfion  of  it  without  any  aftiftance, 

i and 
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and  what  is  (till  more  extraordinary,  a living  child  has  been 
produced  from  a pelvis,  where  there  have  not  been  two 
inches  between  pubes  and  facrum.  It  would  be  far  more 
eligible  for  praclitioners  to  watch,  wait  upon,  and  gently 
operate  with,  than  ever  to  attempt  to  hurry,  or  difturb  na- 
ture in -any  of  the  efforts  fhe  may  make  to  relieve  herfelf. 

In  difficult  labors,  let  an  emollient  clyfter  be  adminiftered. 
If  attended  with  a fuppreffion  of  urine,  the  catheter  fhould 
be  introduced  ; fternutatories  may  be  ufed  to  advanta  ge; 
fometimes  emetics  and  opiates  ; ftrong  cardiacs  ought  not 
to  be  omitted. 

Take  of  Balfam  of  capivi,  half  an  ounce, 

The  yolks  of  two  eggs, 

Linfeed  oil,  fix  ounces, 

An  excellent  clyfter. 

Take  of  Myrrh,  a fcruple. 

Thebaic  extract,  two  grains, 

. • Syrup  of  faffron,  enough  for  a bole, 

To  be  repeated  as  there  is  occafion. 
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Take  of  Penny-royal  water,  fix  ounces, 

Compound  Bryony  water,  two  ounces. 

Compound  fpirits  of  lavender,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  this  mixture,  three  fpoonfuls  fhould  be  given  every  hour, 
or  every  half  hour,  with  one  of  the  following  powders  : 

Take  of  Borax,  a drachm  and  half, 

4T  * V 

Myrrh,  half  a drachm, 

* 

Make  into  fix  powders. 

To  procure  an  eafy  Labor.  A tea-fpoonful  of  the  com- 
pound elixir  of  myrrh , taken  every  night  for  a month  before 
the  expe&ed  time,  is  a mod  certain,  fafe,  and  efficacious 

i \ ‘ | 

method,  as  I have  experienced  in  a prodigious  number  of 
cafes. 

Flooding.  Let  a cloth,  dipped  in  vinegar,  be  applied 
frequently  to  the  abdomen  and  loins,  and  be  left  on  till  it 
is  dry.  See  Menses  Immoderate. 

Fever 
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Fever  in  Child-bed.  Let  her  be  kept  cool  and  receive 
conftant  fupplies  of  frefh  air.  Give  the  emetic  tartar  in 
fmall  dofes  with  callor,  and  cardiacs. 

Suppreffion  of  the  Lochia.  Give  a fcruple  of  compound 
powder  of  myrrh  two  or  three  times  a day. 


AFTER-PAINS. 

yi  FTER-PA INS  are  mod  feverely  felt  by  thofe  women 
who  have  had  more  children  than  one. 

4L 

The  canfe.  A too  quick  contraction  of  the  mouths  of  the 
uterine  arteries  ; a dillention  of  the  ligaments,  elaftic  air, 
retention  of  pieces  of  the  coagulated  blood. 
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The  diagnojiics.  Spafmodic  conflri&ion  of  the  loins ; 
{hooting  pains  in  the  groins,  abdomen,  or  thighs. 

The  prognq/lics.  They  are  not  dangerous,  nor  difficult  to 
remove  ; if  they  caufe  a f'uppreffion  of  the  lochia,  ufe  em- 
meilagogues. 

The  cure.  Some  give  half  an  ounce  of  oil,  not  without  a 
good  efFe<5t.  That  which  is  given  to  drink  fhould  be  fupped 
very  warm.  The  abdomen  ought  to  be  fwathed  pretty 
tight.  Opiates  may  be  given  with  fafety. 

Take  of  Sperma  ceti,  half  an  ounce. 

The  yolks  of  two  eggs. 

Thebaic  tindlure. 

Oil  of  juniper,  of  each  one  drachm* 

Penny-royal  water,  feven  ounces, 

A mixture  ; of  which  let  four  fpoonfuls  be  given  every  three 
hours,  ’till  the  pains  go  off.  Or, 


Take  of  Galbanum, 

Myrrh,  of  each  half  a drachm. 
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Thebaic  extradl,  ten  grains, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  enough  to  make  twelve  pills, 


One  to  be  taken  every  hour,  till  the  pain  vanifhes. 


SORE  NIPPLES. 

T"'\RESS  them  twice  a day  with  the  following  liniment  : 
it  will  not  difappoint  expectation. 

Take  of  Epulotic  cerate, 

Balfam  of  Peru,  of  each  two  drachms. 


DISORDERS 
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DISORDERS  peculiar  to  C II I L D R E N. 


"’HE  diforders  incident  to  children  are  exceeding  few 
which  require  any  'affiftance.  If  they  are  kept  very 
cool  (except  in  winter)  fed  fparingly  and  often  ; have  their 
bodies  fufficiently  open  ; be  fuffered  to  fleep  little  in  the 
day  time,  and  almoft  continually  played  with  and  dandled  ; 
in  a word,  let  them  not  be  gorged  with  victuals,  and  receive 
fufficient  exercife,  and  nature  will  do  her  own  bufmefs, 
without  any  interference,  in  all  diforders  that  I know  of, 
excepting  thofe  mentioned  below.  When  children  have 
any  other  complaints,  the  heft  advice  I can  give  is,  to  do 
nothing. 

Frequent  friction  with  the  hand,  and  almoft  perpetual 
motion  on  the  arm,  arc  the  belt  of  all  prophyladics. 

My 
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My  intention  in  this  (the  feventh)  edition  of  my  work  was 
to  have  given  more  particular  and  diffulive  dire<5iions  for 
the  management  of  children,  but  am  well  pleafed  to  find 
that  intention  fuperfeded  by  Dr.  Underwood’s  excellent 
Treatife  on  the  Difeafes  of  Children,  a work  worthy  of  the 
higheft  commendation,  and  which  I molt  warmly  recom- 
mend to  the  perufal  of  my  reader.  There  is  one  thing  in- 
deed, in  which  I cannot  agree  with  him,  viz.  the  NeceJJity  of 
bleeding  in  the  Mealies  and. Hooping  Cough.  I have  only 
to  fay,  that  I never  once  attended  a child  in  either  of  thofe 
diforders,  which  died,  that  had  not  previoufly  been  bled. 
This  NeceJJity , therefore,  appears  to  me  problematical.  How- 
ever, if  there  are  any  other  errors  to  be  met  with  in  this 

f 

author,  I am  perfuaded  that  his  work  is  as  remarkable  for 
their  trivialnefs  and  paucity,  as  Dr.  B.’s  Domcftic  Medicine 
is  for  their  magnitude  and  number. 
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RETENTION  of  the  MECONIUM. 

' ■ i 1 

T F the  child  has  no  difcharge  by  ftool  within  fix  hours 
after  its  birth,  let  a tea-fpoonful  of  oil  of  olives  be  given 
to  it,  or  a few  grains  of  manna,  or  an  oleous  clyfter,  or  a 
tea-fpoonful  of  vinous  tin<5lure  of  rhubarb,  to  be  repeated 
as  there  is  occafion. 


HYDROCEPHALUS. 

I X YDROC  EPHALUS,  or  the  Watery  Head,  the  beft 
remedy  for,  if  any,  is  a perpetual  blifler.  It  muft  not 
be  opened  ; if  it  is,  the  child  will  be  irrecoverably  loft. 


HYDRO- 
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HYDROCEPHALUS  IN  TERN  US. 

» 

^“jHHIS  diforder  is  commonly  called  the  Dropfy  of  the 
Brain,  becaufe  on  diffedfion  there  is  found  below  the 
corpus  callofum  a bag  of  water  generally  as  large  as  a goofe 

egg,  or  two  or  three  ounces  of  water  extravafated  on  each 

• » 

fide  of  the  falx.  It  greatly  refembles  the  worm  fever,  thefe 
particular  diagnoftics  excepted,  conftant  moaning,  fhriek- 
ing,  intolerance  of  light,  enlargement  of  the  pupil,  ftrabif- 
mus  and  frequent  lifting  of  the  hand  to  the  head.  It  is 
always  mortal.  The  caufe  (if  not  preceded  by  a blow,  or 
pulling  the  hair)  is  unknown.  I was  once  in  a town  where 
this  diftemper  was  exceeding  rife.  It  never  attacks  any  one 
after  the  age  of  puberty.  As  all  attempts  are  vain,  it  is  pity 
to  give  the  unhappy  patient  the  leafl;  painful  fenfation  : 
blifters  are  entirely  ufelefs.  They  often  live  in  this  pitiable 
and  fhocking  flate  till  the  fifteenth  or  feventeenth  day  after 
the  firft  invafion.  The  only  profpect  is  from  mercurials. 

3 B 2 CON- 
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CONVULSIONS. 

TTF  fymptomatic,  the  removal  of  the  primary  diforder  which 
occafions  them  is  the  fir  ft  objetft.  Thofe  that  are  molt 
common  generally  yield  to  the  following: 

Take  of  Simple  peppermint  water,  an  ounce  and  a half, 

Salt  of  wormwood,  two  fcruples, 

* '1 

Balfamie  fyrup,  half  an  ounce, 

TsW  it  i,‘  , 1 

A tea-fpoonful  night  and  morning,  or  three  or  four  times  a 
day  as  there  is  occafion. 

If  primary, 

✓ v 

Take  of  Tincture  of  alia  foetida,  half  an  ounce. 

Give  ten  drops  every  two  or  three  hours. 

Take  of  New  milk,  an  ounce. 

Simple  peppermint- water,  half  an  ounce, 

T in  ft  u re  of  affix  foetida,  a drachm. 

For  a clyfter. 


The 
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The  above  clyfter  may  be  given  with  vaft  advantage  in  ah 
convulfive  diforders  of  children. 

Note.  The  fait  of  wormwood  has  all  the  good  effetfls 
of  abforbents,  befides  ; keeping  open  the  alvine  tube 
and  urinary  canals,  it  entirely  precludes  their  ufe.  In  & 
diarrhoea,  chalk  may  be  ufed,  which  is  the  bell  of  the 
whole  tribe. 


SC.ROPHULA. 

T 1 AVING  already  treated  of  the  Evil,  I fhould  not  have 
re  fumed  the  fubjecl,  but  on  account  of  recommending 
a medicine  which  has  perfectly  cured  infinite  numbers  of 
fcrophulous  children.  Yet  a very  eminent  phyfician  has 
afferted  in  print  that  mercurials  are  of  no  fervice:  I afked  him, 
ii  he  had  ufed  them  for  any  length  of  time?  His  reply  was, 

ft- 

not  at  all,  but  feveral  phyficians  had  afferted  the  fame.  I 

£ think 
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think  iny  ajfertion , which  arifes  from  trials  and  invariable 
fuccefs  in  thofe  trials,  demands  as  much  attention. 

Take  of  Corrofive  fublimate,  ten  grains, 
gCj5  Spirit  of  fea  fait,  ten  drops, 

Rofe  water,  half  an  ounce. 

Of  thefe  drops,  let  three  be  given  to  a child  from  two  to 
four  years  old  every  night,  or  even  four  drops,  if  they  do 
not  purge  (for  they  mull  not  run  off  by  ftool)  and  the  ufe 
of  them  continued  for  feveral  months,  till  quite  well.  I 
have  feen  the  moll  aftonifliing  and  incredible  cures  per- 
formed by  them. 

Glandular  tumors  in  the  neck,  8cc.  will  fometimes  be 

¥ 

difcuffed  by  the  tar  ointment,  rubbed  in  morning  and 
night.  If  they  leffen  not  in  five,  or  fix  days. 

Take  of  Camphire,  half  an  ounce. 

Oil  of  olives,  three  drachms, 

Anifeeds,  one  drachm. 

„ * 

A liniment,  to  be  ufed  three  or  four  times  a day. 


If 


If  it  ftill  continues  to  fwell,  or  begins  to  look  red,  apply 
a poultice  of  bread  and  milk  only , repeating  it  three  or  four 
times  a day,  and  let  one  be  laid  on  at  bed-time,  to  be  kept 
on  all  night.  This  progrefs  to  be  continued  till  it  breaks, 
and  for  a day  or  two  after  ; then  drefs,  as  you  will  find 
under  the  article  Evil,  which  fee. 


TOOTHING. 

T N fix  or  feven  months  after  birth,  children  commonly 
begin  to  fhew  figns  of  dentition.  It  is  often  accompanied 
with  fome  very  untoward  fymptoms,  as  violent  pain,  fymp- 
tomatic  fever,  convulfions,  partial  palfies,  and  a fevere 
diarrhoea.  I have  feen  children  loofe  the  ufe  of  an  arm, 
of  a leg,  and  fometimes  of  both,  ’till  the  tooth  was  through, 
and  then  recover  immediately,  without  any  medical  aflfifi- 
ance.  The  figns  of  cutting  their  teeth  are,  fwelling  of  the 
gums,  havering,  loofenefs,  reftlelfnefs,  and  a fymptomatic 
fever. 


Though 
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Though  opiates  are  improper  for  fuch  tender  frames, 
yet  in  this  cafe  (if  in  any  one)  they  may  be  allowed,  as  it 
is  always  attended  with  fome  danger  ; no  fmall  care  is 
requifite  to  affift  nature  through  this  troublefome  procefs. 
Among  the  many  ill  effe&s  which  a liberal  ufe  of  Godfrey’s 
Cordial  (too  often  made  ufe  of  by  indolent  nurfes)  or  any 
other  opiate,  produces  in  children,  may  be  reckoned  cof- 
tivenefs,  which  is  the  worft  habit  of  body  a child  can  be 
fubjecl  to. 

Rub  the  inflamed  gum  hard  and  often  with  a lump  of 
fugar,  even  till  it  bleeds,  or  give  a child  a piece  of 
liquorice  root  to  mumble,  or  divide  the  gum  with  a gum- 
lancet,  to  facilitate  the  paffage  of  the  tooth. 

There  are  few  diforders  to  which  children  are  liable  that 
are  not  either  caufed  by,  or  attended  with  a predominant 
acid  in  their  ftomach  and  bowels,  partly  owing  to  the  quick 
fermentation  of  the  milk  in  their  llomachs,  but  chiefly  to 
that  pernicious  ingredient,  fugar,  in  their  viduals  ; this  is 
evident  from  the  fournefs  of  their  breath  and  ilools,  and 
the  green  colour  of  the  latter. 

Magnefia 
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Magnefia  alba  fhould  be  given  to  them,  not  fparingly, 
if  coflive  ; chalk,  powdered,  if  laxative  ; which  two  are  the 
only  medicines  neceffary  for  them  while  they  are  fuckled. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  five  or  fix 
months  are  long  enough  for  any  child  to  fuck  with  the 
leaft  advantage  to  itfelf,  or  without  manifefl  detriment  to 
the  mother. 


WORM-FEVE  R. 

* 

A S this  Fever  is  only  fymptomatic,  bleeding  is  un- 
neceffary  and  improper.  A fpoonful  of  the  oil  of 
caflor  may  be  given  with  great  advantage  ; or  a few  grains 

i 

of  nitre,  or  fait  of  wormwood,  two  or  three  times  a day.  If 
the  fever  remits,  give  the  bark,  than  which  there  is  fcarce  a 
better  vermifuge  For  common  drink,  water,  fweetened 
with  honey,  and  acidulated  with  lemon  juice.  Of  all  the 

3 G various 
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various  medicines  which  are  ufed  in  this  cafe,  perhaps 
none  will  prove  more  fuccefsful  than  the  following  pow- 
ders : ' 

Take  of  Scammony,  ten  grains. 

Calomel,  three  grains* 

To  be  given  occafionally.  Or, 

SCj*  Take  of  ^Bthiops  mineral,  a drachm, 

Rhubarb,  half  a drachm. 

Emetic  tartar,  two  grains, 

^ r 

For  fix  powders  ; one  to  be  taken  twice  a day. 

Take  of  Indian  pink  roots,  an  ounce. 

Divide  into  three  parts  ; of  one  part  make  an  infufion,  by 

boiling  water  ; two  or  three  tea-cupfuls  to  be  taken  at  once, 

• . . 

and  repeated  occafionally. 

N.  B.  This  diforder  is  not  uncommon  with  adults,  efpe- 
cially  females, 


TUS  S I S 
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TUSSIS  CONVULSIVA. 


pHE  Hooping,  or  Chin-Cough,  as  it  is  called,  is 
- dangerous,  on  account  of  thofe  fpafms  of  the  lungs 
wherewith  it  is  always  attended,  and  from  whence  that  matter 

is  ejected,  when  the  children  hoop  and  ftrain,  and  not 

* 

from  the  flomacb,  as  is  vulgarly  fuppofed. 


Take  of  Emetic  tartar,  five  grains. 
Water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

' * 9 ' r - , - i V - , 

Balfamic  fyrup,  two  drachms. 


A mixture  ; a tea-fpoonful  to  be  taken  every  half  hour, 
till  it  pukes,  and  repeated  every  other  morning. 

Ten  drops  of  the  balfam  of  capivi,  on  fugar,  twice  a 
day,  ought  not  to  be  omilted.  Sperma-ceti,  diffolved  in 
broth,  is  ufeful ; fo  alfo  is  an  electuary,  compofed  of  nettle- 
feeds  and  honey ; the  alTa-foetida,  were  it  lefs  naufeous, 

* ;!  S : 3 G 2 is 
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is  inferior  to  no  medicine.  Nitre  is  ufeful,  as  alfo  is  fait  of 
wormwood.  They  fhould  be  kept  as  warm  as  poffible. 
The  exercife  of  Twinging  is  peculiarly  ferviceable  to  them. 
Oil  of  amber,  or  garlick,  rubbed  on  the  fpina  dorfi  every 
night,  will  have  a wonderful  effe<5f,  or  a Burgundy  pitch 

plafter,  to  be  worn  conhanlly  between  the  fhoulders.  See 

> 

Cough.  ;V  a'u 

Emetics,  eccoprotics,  antacids,  antifpafmodics,  as  vale- 
rian, gum  ammoniac,  caftor,  mulk,  &c.  are  all  of  con- 
fxderable  utility,  and  opiates,  if  not  coftive.  As  a plethoric 
child  is  a fort  of  prodigy,  I cannot  conceive  what  phle- 
botomy has  to  do  in  this,  or  any  other  diforder,  to  which 
children  are  liable  ; whatever  their  ailments  are,  the  lancet 
may  well  be  difpenfed  with.  I have  feen  many,  too  many 
inllances,  in  which  their  lives  have  been  facrificed  to  the 
ufe  of  it. 

Take  of  Salt  of  wormwood,  two  fcruples, 

SCJ*  Simple  mint  water,  an  ounce  and  half, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  half  an  ounce, 

x * 

A tea  or  pap-fpoonful  to  be  taken  night  and  morning. 

4 N 
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WATERY  GRIPES. 

' * r 

y N this  diforder  not  more  than  two  dofes  of  rhubarb 
ought  to  be  premifed,  before  recourfe  is  had  to  allring- 
ents,  fuch  as  the  compound  powder  of  amber,  which  is 

4 

fecond  to  none  ; it  may  be  given  in  the  quantity  of  five 
grains  twice  or  thrice  a day.  Chalk  may  be  freely  given, 
and  any  alcalis.  The  inmofl  peel  of  a walnut,  powdered, 
and  given  at  pleafure,  is  excellent  ; or  powder  of  unripe 
black-berries.  In  the  decline  of  this,  and  the  foregoing 
difeafe,  large  quantities  of  the  bark,  in  decodion,  fhould 
be  ufed,  to  confirm  and  perfed  their  health  and  ftrength. 


SCALD 
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SCALD  HEAD. 

J E T the  head  be  fhaved,  if  it  can  be  performed  with 
any  tolerable  convenience,  and  apply  of  tar-ointment, 
an  ounce,  with  two  fcruples  of  calomel,  rubbing  it  well  in 
night  and  morning. 

Take  of  Tobacco,  two  ounces,  boil  in 
Water,  a pint. 

Till  about  an  ounce  is  evaporated  ; then  drain,  and  add 
an  ounce  of  ley.  Let  a cloth  be  dipped  in  this  mixture, 

• ' J f - • ^ - ••  L'  i.  : , L ..  . 

warmed,  and  the  head  be  moiflened  with  it  each  time,  pre- 

*•  '■*  . S4>  ■ -V  * . ■ - I • ' i 

vious  to  the  application  of  the  ointment,  and  the  cruel 
operation  of  plucking  out  the  roots  of  the  hair,  will  be 
totally  unnecelfary. 

During  the  cure  fmall  quantities  of  antimonials  and 

ii^i  -n 

mercurials,  combined,  will  be  found  extremely  ferviceable, 

or 
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or  the  folution  of  fublimate,  or  the  mixture  under  Scurvy, 
which  fee ; but  none  of  them  are  abfolutely  necefTary- 
The  above  topics  may  be  fafely  trailed  to  alone. 


C U T I C U L A R ERUPTIONS. 

* , \ 

r|^  H E S E are  very  common  with  children,  and  are  no 
very  unpromifing  prognoftic.  They  indicate  a proper 
attempt  of  nature  to  throw  off  fomething  that  is  offenfive, 
confequently  they  ought  to  be  promoted,  and  by  no  means 
to  be  repelled  by  any  evacuations  whatever.  Bleeding  or 
purging  would  be  equally  injurious.  In  this  cafe  animal 
food,  with  plenty  of  fait,  is  neceffary.  My  eldelt  fon,  at 
the  age  of  four  years,  had  a violent  eruption  all  over  his 
body,  which  foon  difappeared  without  any  medicines,  by 

the 
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the  liberal  ufe  of  fait  and  gravy.  No  diet  is  fo  proper  for 
children  as  that  of  animal  fubftance  ; and  the  healthieft 
children  I ever  faw,  were  thofe  who  had  been  ufed  to  it 
from  the  time  that  they  were  four  or  five  months  old.  The 
meat  fhould  be  minced  fmall,  but  not  be  deprived  of  its 
moft  nutritious  juices,  by  being  previoufly  and  filthily 
mouthed  by  the  nurfe.  If  children  had  nothing  given  to 
them  but  milk,  or  half  cows  milk  and  half  water,  till  they 
began  to  teethe,  without  either  bread  or  fugar,  and  after- 
wards were  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  animal,  with  very  little 
vegetable  food,  we  fhould  rarely  find  any  diforders  among 
them.  Vegetables  require  too  operofe  a procefs  for  their 
tender  organs  to  elaborate  into  nutritious  chyle.  See 
Scurvy,  and  the  mixture  and  liniment,  under  that  article. 


R I C K E T S. 


( 385  ) 


R I G K.  E T S. 

T H I S is  a difeafe  that  afFetfls  the  bones  of  children  ; 

the  head  is  fometimes  enlarged  to  an  enormous  fize, 

the  wrilts  and  ancles  feem  protuberant,  and  as  the  bones 

% 

increafe  in  lize,  the  child  grows  weaker ; indeed,  every 
fibre  is  diftended  beyond  its  proper  dimenfion,  for  the 
folids  are  by  no  means  a match  for  the  fluids.  It  is  chiefly, 
if  not  wholly,  owing  to  the  doth  and  naltinefs  of  the  nurfe. 
Thofe  children  who  are  much  dandled  and  danced,  kept 
clean,  and  frequently  in  motion,  carried  fometimes  on  one 
and  fometimes  on  the  other  arm,  will  be  for  ever  llrangers 
to  this  diforder. 

For  the  cure,  emetics  and  rhabarbine  purgatives  being 
premifed,  give  cnalybeates,  the  bark,  change  of  air,  plenty 
of  exercife,  which  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  let  the  child 

V • « * « 

be  plunged  into  cold  water  every  morning  ; but  never  give 
it  a fecond,  much  lefs  a third  dip,  as  is  the  foolifh  cufloin 
of  fome.  For  regimen,  fee  Weakness  of  the  Solids. 

3 D 
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AS  a promife  is  facred,  however  unfairly  extorted,  it 
would  be  unkind  for  the  reader  to  impute  the  in- 
fertion  of  the  following  petit  piece,  to  the  vanity  of  the 
author : 


To  the  Author  of  the  Art  of  Healing. 

Long  had  Philofophy  lain  hid  in  night, 

Till  fapient  Newton  rofe,  and  all  was  light : 

So  Phyfic  hobbled  on,  with  crippled  pace, 

Veil’d  in  dark  terms,  or  cover’d  with  grimace. 

Till  MARRY  AT  laid  her  open  to  the  view, 

. With  Truth  adorn’d  her,  and  with  Reafon  too. 

SHARMAN  HARROLD. 

Antrim , Auguji  24,  1766. 
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T3EFORE  I take  my  final  leave  of  the  reader,  for  hie 
coeftus  artemque  repono,  it  is  necelfary  to  obviate 
an  obje<ftion  which  mu  ft  naturally  arife,  viz.  Why  is  no 
notice  taken  of  feveral  medicines  now  very  much  in  vogue, 
and  fan<5lioned  by  great  authority?  It  will  not  leffen  my 
reader’s  furprize,  when  I affure  him,  that  my  intention  was 
to  render  the  foregoing  work  as  complete  a therapeutic 
thefaurus  as  is  confident  with  the  imperfe&ion  of  humanity. 

Under  every  article  of  difeafe,  every  combination,  and  even 

3 D 2 every 
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every  atom  of  matter,  that  has  a tendency  to  the  removal 
of  faid  difeafe,  is  ftriCtly  and  accurately  marked,  their  powers 
difcriminated,  and  even  the  precarious  ones  have  generally 

admittance,  as  auxiliaries.  I have  furnifhed  the  tyro  with 

* 

all  neceffary  tools,  and  given  him  as  plain  rules  for  the  ufe 
of  them,  as  the  nature  of  things  would  permit;  his  own 

>i 

objervation  and  experience  will  perfect  the  workman,  that  need 
not  to  be  afhamed.  I will  not  fcruple  to  afifert,  that  any 
man,  who  is  a good  anatomift,  by  the  affiftance  of  this  work 
alone,  and  the  two  above-mentioned  qualities,  may  become 
as  ufeful  a practitioner  as  any  Phyfician  in  Europe. 

The  reafon  why  thefe  fafhionable  medicines  have  not 
figured  in  my  work,  is,  becaufe,  after  giving  them  fair  trials, 
i.  e.  by  themfelves,  I either  found  them  unequal  to  the 
character  they  bore,  or  productive  of  fome  worfe  confe- 
quences  than  the  diforder  itfelf.  The  only  fair  way  of 
trying  a medicine  is,  to  give  it  alone ; or  how  can  we  afcer- 
tain  its  effeCts  with  precifion  ? When  a variety  of  ingredients 
are  adminiftered,  he  mult  have  a fharper  medical  acumen 
than  the  Evangelift  Luke,  to  affign  an  effeCt  to  the  real 

caufe, 
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caufe,  diftincft  from  its  affociates,  when,  perhaps,  it  was,  as 
is  often  the  cafe,  owing  to  the  combination  itfelf.  How- 
ever, to  particularife  fome;  and,  firft. 


SARSAPARILLA. 

T HAT  it  has  come  into  general  ufe,  one  would  think 
muft  be  owing  to  its  indifputable  merit.  There  is 
fcarce  an  old  lady  who  will  refufe  her  eulogium  to  this 
famous  diet-drink,  as  a mod  excellent  fweetener  of  the 
blood,  8cc.  Apothecaries  take  its  virtues  for  granted,  and 
are,  by  no  means,  fparing  in  the  preparation  of  it.  For 
my  own  part,  I muft  acknowledge  a prepoffeflion  in  its 
favour,  and  was,  therefore,  equally  difappointed  and  morti- 
fied, to  find  all  its  boafted  pretenfions  vox  8c  praeterea 
nihil.  Let  any  one,  in  fimilar  cafes,  give  as  ftrong  a de- 
co(ftion  as  he  pleafes,  of  the  farfa,  to  one  perfon,  and  the 
fame  fort  of  water  alone  to  another,  their  effedls  will  be 
found  precisely  the  fame,  I have  never  been  fortunate 

enough 
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enough  to  fee  any  advantages,  which  have  accrued  from  its 
exhibition  by  others,  to  thofe  who  have  taken  it,  even  for 
a very  confiderable  length  of  time  before  they  applied 
to  me. 

The  China  root  has  been  joined  to  it,  with  equal  benefit. 
I am  perfuaded  that  an  equal  weight  of  fmall  flones  boiled 
in  water  would  produce  as  definable  an  alteration  in  the 
fluids  as  either  of  thefe  celebrated  medicines. 


C I G U T A. 

\ 

* 

rTp  H E well-known  poifonous  qualities  of  the  Hemlock, 
were  no  defence  againft  the  intrepidity  of  a German 
phyfician  from  preffing  it  into  the  medicinal  fervice.  Vo- 
luntiers  are  much  better  fubjeds  of  eligibility.  It  is  won- 
derful and  almoft  incredible  what  repeated  trials  have  been 
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made  of  it,  after  repeated  defeats.  The  authority  of  a Storke 
made  us  look  for  the  caufe  of  our  difappointment  in  every 
circumftance  but  the  real  one,  want  of  merit  in  the  fubjecl. 
The  extraCl  was  procured  from  Vienna,  and  ufed  with  the 
fame  fuccefs  as  our  indigenous  plant.  Yet  hill  it  is  in 
vogue,  and  has  even  a place  as  an  officinal  in  that  wonderful 
production,  the  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoea.  For  my  own 
part,  I never  experienced  one  Angle  good  effect  from  it  5 
fome  untoward  ones  I acknowledge.  What  is  ftill  more  ex- 
traordinary, I never  met  with  any  of  my  brethren  who  have 
not  confeffed  the  fame  difappoinntment,  when  it  was  relied 
on  alone.  It  is  even  ufed  in  hooping  coughs,  as  if  adapted 
to  the  tender  frames  of  children.  When  the  faffiionable 
rage  for  ufing  uncommon  medicines  abates,  this  will  link 
into  the  fame  filent  contempt  with  faffron,  large  draughts 
of  crude  mercury,  and  the  ufe  of  tar-water  for  the  cure 
of  corns. 
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SOLANUM  LETHAL  E. 

. 4 

jL'  O R this  we  are  obliged  to  a furgeon  who  was  hardy 
enough  to  ftep  out  of  his  road,  that  he  might  figure 
away  as  one  of  the  wonderful  phyficians  of  the  age,  and  be 
able  to  adminifter  a poifon  without  doing  mifchief.  Peace 
to  his  manes,  though  he  went  beyond  his  laft.  Yet  I cannot 
help  obferving  that  even  this  deleterious  and  worfe  than 
worthlefs  plant,  is  an  officinal  in  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco- 
poea ; in  the  fame  extraordinary  produ&ion  we  find  hitched 
up  in  refpe&able  pofitions,  the  Wolf’s  Bane,  Barba  Jovis, 
Uva  Urfi,  See.  The  Scotch  apothecaries,  fo  inured  to  the 
ufe  of  poifons,  it  may  be  expe&ed,  will  in  time  like  Mithri- 
dates,  be  able  to  difpatch  a perfon  by  breathing  on  him. 
To  be  fure,  there  is  no  place  in  the  world  comparable  with 
that  fweet  town  for  acquiring  the  art  of  healing.  This  the 
Scotch  have  often  a flu  red  the  public  is  the  cafe,  and  they 
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mud  be  the  bed  judges  of  their  own  abilities.  The  immenfe 

4 

number  of  fubjeds  they  have  for  diffedion  mud  render 
them  expert  anatomids.  The  clinical  lecdures  of  the  ex- 
perienced phyficians  mud  have  a furprifmg  effed  on  the 
attendant  tyro,  efpecially  when  he  hears  the  phyfician  pro- 
nounce  ex  cathedra,  that  the  patient  may  be  now  difcharged 
from  the  hofpital,  being  perfedly  recovered  ; though  faid 
patient  fhould  obdinately  perfid  in  alferting,  that  he  was  no 
better  than  when  he  fird  came  in.  How  mud  fuch  common 
cafes  magnify  the  profeffor’s  deep  judgment,  and  medical 
fcience,  in  manifeding  a knowledge  fo  fuperior  to  the  feel- 
ings of  another.  With  what  fatisfadion  mud  the  pupil, 
when  he  graduates,  take  the  oath,  that  he  will  always  think 
of  it  as  the  wifed,  fpeak  of  it  as  the  bed,  and  write  of  it  as 
the  mod  illudrious  and  ufeful  feminary  under  heaven  ; that 
he  will  exert  all  his  powers  to  fupport  its  reputation,  and 
fpread  its  fame.  Non  orbis  gentem,  & c.  as  Sterne  well 
trandates  : 

Earth  no  fuch  folks,  no  folks  have  fuch  a town 
As  Edinburgh. — Sing  derry,  derry  down. 
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I have  actually  known  fome  phyficians,  who  have  tra- 
velled through  other  countries,  befides  Scotland,  and  have 

* 

read  other  treatifes,  befides  Scotch  productions,  and  not 
the  worfe  practitioners  for  thefe  excentricities. 

It  may  be  thought  prefumption  in  me  to  lift  up  my  head 
before  fuch  an  awful  appearance  of  the  greateft  men  in  the 
world  ; yet,  I cannot  ftifie  a wilh,  that,  however  free  they 
may  be  in  the  ufe  of  poifons  themfelves,  that  they  would 

I 

expunge  them  from  their  Difpenfatory,  and  not  leave  them 
indifcriminately  in  the  ufe  of  every  hand.  We  have 
materials  enough  to  anfwer  every  end  in  view,  without  any 
poffible  bad  effeCt ; therefore,  let  us  caft  to  the  bats  and 
moles  the  deadly  night-fiiade. 
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^JH  H E fox-glove  is  another  officinal  alfo  of  the  fame 
ftupendous  fore-mentioned  production.  It  is  true, 
I had  not  ufed  it  for  more  than  twenty  years  pall,  having, 

/ 

long  before  that  time,  ftamped  my  black  mark  upon  it,  as 
I did  upon  all  thofe  drugs  which  did  not  produce  an  effect, 
(being  ufed  fingly)  on  repeated  trials,  anfwerable  to  their 
general  character.  What  tempted  me  to  refume  a trial  of 
this , was,  its  being  brought  into  great  vogue  by  a very 
eminent  phyfician  of  this  town  (Birmingham.)  It  mull  be 
acknowledged,  that  I heard  of  no  perfon,  who  furvived,  or 
recovered  their  health,  after  taking  it ; but  that  mull  be 
confidered  as  an  immaterial  circumflance,  as  this  is  a town 
in  which  people  will  die,  fometimes,  whether  from  per- 
verfenefs,  or  whatever  other  caufe.  It  was  extolled  as  a 

o 
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mod  powerful  diuretic  ; and,  confequently,  capable,  at  lead, 
of  producing  very  important  effects.  From  fuch  recom- 
mendation, and  fuch  authority,  who  could  refid  a frefh 
appeal  ? The  perfon  who  fo  warmly  promoted,  and  fo 
liberally  prefcribcd,  the  ufe  of  this  plant,  had  not  only  his 
education  at  that  mod  illudrious  feminary,  Edinburgh,  but 
had  himfelf  alfo,  like  Solomon,  wrote  on  every  herb  of  the 
field,  from  hyffop  to  the  cedar,  and  a wafer  than  Solomon 
was  he  ; for  his  Jewifh  Majefty  was  never  wife  enough  to 
a [fill  at  filling  that  mod  ufeful  machine,  an  air-balloon. 
As  I always  regarded  myfelf  as  the  propered  fubject  to  try 
hazardous  experiments  on;  finding  myfelf  anafarcous,  with 
extravafated  water  in  the  folds  of  the  mediadinum,  and  in 
feveral  other  parts  of  my  body,  I thought. there  could  not 
be  a fairer  opportunity  to  give  the  Digitalis  a probability  of 
exerting  its  powers,  ei’pecially  as  I laboured,  at  the  fame 
time,  under  a dyfury.  I ordered  an  infufion  of  half  an 
ounce  to  a pint,  and  took  a wane  glafs  every  hour,  till  my 
pint  w'as  exhauded,  and  neither  cat  or  drank  any  thing  that 
day  : it  was  on  that  remarkable  day  when  Mr.  Harper  was 
to  have  afcended  in  his  balloon.  It  manifeded  no  evacuating 
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power  on  me,  and  the  only  effe6t  I experienced  was  an  in- 
creafe  of  ray  dyfury,  for  two  or  three  days  after,  and  a moll 
dillrefling  vertigo,  which  did  not  leave  me  for  ten  days.  I 
afterwards  ufed  one  of  my  own  formulae,  under  the  article 
dropfy,  viz.  the  pills,  which  perfeflly  reftored  me  to  health. 
As  the  gamboge  will  anfwer  every  good  end  with  this  ; the 
elaterium,  lafluca  fylveftris,  or  any  of  the  tribe,  without 
any  poffible  bad  effecfl,  why  fhould  we  run  the  hazard  of 
poifoning  people  ? For  my  own  part,  my  confcience  will 
never  fuffer  me  to  prefcribe  it  for  another,  after  having 
experienced  fuch  pernicious  effebls  from  it  myfelf.  I muft 
add,  that  I never  yet  knew,  or  heard,  of  any  perfon  who 
lived  long  after  ufing  it. 

Here  I cannot  avoid  addrefling  the  noviciate  with  the 
greatefl  ferioufncfs  ; as  to  mif-lead  is  an  error  of  the  moft 
awful  magnitude  ; if  you  And,  in  the  foregoing  pages,  all 
the  materials  neceflary  and  efficacious,  which  have  been 
repeatedly  tried,  and  as  often  found  to  anfwer  the  end  pro- 
pofed,  is  it  then  confiftent  with  reafon,  or  the  leaft  pro- 
priety of  behaviour,  wantonly  to  have  recourfe  to  medicines 
of  fufpicious  or  of  no  virtue,  as  the  farfa  and  china  root,  or 

(which 
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(which  is  infinitely  worfe)  to  thofe  whofe  known  properties 
are  deleterious,  and  their  good  effedts  by  no  means  efta- 
blifhed  by  frequent  experience  ; in  the  firft  cafe,  you  are 
unpardonably  trifling  with  your  patient  ; in  the  fecond, 
you  are  expofing  your  own  ignorance,  defeating  your  main 
intention;  and,  in  fober  fadnefs,  meriting  a halter.  Let 
the  into,  cito,  and  jucunde,  be  ever  in  view,  and  reft 
a flu  red,  that  as,  in  mechanics,  what  is  got  in  power  is  loft 
in  time  ; fo,  whatever  is  sot  in  the  cito  is  loft  in  the  tuto. 

J ' CO 

Be  not  then  ravifhed  with  the  whiftling  of  a name,  nor  call 
any  man  Rabbi,  but  think  for  yourfelf,  and  dare  be  honeft. 
I hate  the  petulance  of  a dida&ic  ftyle  ; and,  therefore, 
beg  of  you  to  adt  juft  as  you  pleafe,  which  I am  perfuaded 
you  will  do,  let  me  fay  what  I will. 

However,  if  a few  hints  from  an  old,  and  not  unfuccelT- 
ful  Phyfician,  may  incline  you  to  think  rightly,  you  are 
welcome  to  them.  The  Art  of  Healing  is  not  to  be  taught 
by  any  man  ; precepts  and  examples  too,  in  this  cafe,  are 
infufficient  ; it  is  to  be  learned  by  obfervation  and  expe- 
rience, by  the  ingenuous  mind  only,  cultivated  by  a liberal 
education,  and  always  open  to  conviftion.  Notwithftanding 
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my  attachment  to  formulae,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  the  altera- 
tion of  a fingle  grain  is  fometimes  of  the  laft  importance. 
To  adapt  a medicine  is  a fecret  that  will  ever  remain  locked 
up  in  the  boforn  of  the  fkilful  Phyhcian.  Many  old  women 
know  the  effedls  of  drugs,  but  to  apply  them  with  propriety, 
accuracy,  and,  confequently,  efficacy,  is  his  alone.  A little 
fait,  oil,  brandy,  ginger,  ike.  properly  given,  have  faved  the 
lives  of  many;  in  the  hands  of  ignorance  they  could  have 
anfwered  no  end. 

There  is  a felf-corre clive  power  in  all  nature  ; or,  to  fpeak. 
more  philofophically,  a conftant  tendency  to  a reftoration 
of  the  equilibrium.  If  the  fun  is  drawn  fome  thoufands  of 
miles  from  his  center  of  gravity,  by  the  approximation  of 
too  many  planets  to  a right  line  with  him  ; on  their  receffion 
he  will  foon  recover  his  wonted  flation.  Storms,  whirl- 
winds, tornados,  and  earthquakes,  are  effects  of  the  fame, 
caufe.  In  plants,  the  fame  felf-corrective  power  predomi- 
nates, and  in  all  the  animal  creation.  This  power  to  reflore 
the  loft  equilibrium  is  beftowed  by  the^  Deity  on  all  bodies, 
animate  or  inanimate,  commonly  called  the  power  of  nature . 
In  all  diforders  of  the  human  frame,  the  operations  of  na- 
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tare  are  powerful  ; fhe  is  exceeding  faufy  and  induflrious 
to  fet  to  rights  that  which  is  araifs  ; and,  in  facl,  is  the  foie 
performer  of  that  falutary  work.  To  affiPc  her  is  our  whole 
bufinefs.  T do  not  arrogate  to  myfelf  the  cure  of  difeafes, 
for  I never  cured  one  in  my  life  ; yet  I have  helped  nature 
to  remove  infinite  numbers, . which  file  could  not  have 
effected  without  my  aid  ; when  even  the  powers  of  nature 
are  effete,  they  are  to  be  renovated  by  medicine ; and, 
when  her  path  is  totally  blocked  up,  it  is  to  be  opened  by 
proper  means.  It  is  beyond  meafure  ftrange,  that  Dr. 
Buchan  fhould  fpeak  fo  languidly  of  the  power  of  medicine, 
who  muff  know  what  alterations  are  to  be  made  in  the 
human  frame  by  a few  grains  of  cantharides,  opium,  mer- 
cury, antimony,  or  blue  vitriol.  The  foie  bufinefs  of  the 
Phyfician  is  to  watch  nature,  to  notice  her  endeavours  to 
expel  what  is  inimical,  and  by  the  emuneftory  fhe  chufes  ; 
never  to  impede,  obftrutft,  or  burthen  her  power,  but  kindly 
refocillate,  ftrengthen,  affift,  clear  her  paffage,  and  impel 
her  efforts.  To  give  this  impulfe  is  an  art  indeed,  the 
true,  the  only  art  of  healing.  Nature  will  perform  things 
incredible.  I knew  an  inftance,  in  which,  without  any 
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affiftance,  fhe  expelled  the  head  of  a foetus  from  a con- 
traded  uterus,  whofe  body  had  been  previoufly  torn  away 
by  the  temerarious  violence  of  the  hafty  operator.  If  we 
are  not  clear  in  our  views  of  the  intention  of  nature,  it  is 
better  to  wait  and  do  nothing,  except  to  amufe  the  friends 
of  the  patient.  I have  often  found  my  account  in  fuch 
pradice.  When  we  fee  her  defign,  let  us  pufli  it  with  vigor, 
and  fhe  will  amply  repay  our  obliging  fervices.  Numbers 
of  children  perifh  every  day,  by  medicines  indifcreetly 
given,  who,  if  left  to  nature,  might  have  become  ornaments ; 
or  at  leaf!,  ufeful  members  of  fociety.  How  many  adults 
deftroy,  or  fhorten  their  exigence,  from  the  rage  to  live, 
exciting  them  to  the  ufe  of  quack  medicines  ! I have  often 
thought  of  the  wonder  Sir  William  Temple  expreffes  at  the 
fwarms  of  people  that  iffued  from  the  North,  and  how  that 
dreary  region  fhould  become  fo  populous  : he  might  ealily 
have  accounted  for  this  phaenomenon,  if  he  had  recolleded 
that  they  had  no  prefcribing  nurfes,  or  in  fad,  any  medical 
praditioners  among  them.  It  was  well  obferved  of  a fol- 
dier,  on  finding  a horfe-fhoe,  and  flicking  it  in  his  girdle, 
when  a ball  flruck  it  flatted  and  fell,  that  a little  bit  of 
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armor  would  do,  if  it  were  well  placed.  In  like  manner  a 
very  little  medicine  will  do,  if  it  is  well  placed  and  well 
timed.  To  gorge  a patient  with  medicines  (with  humble 
fubmiffion  to  Meffieurs  Apothecaries)  is  equally  unjuft  and 
cruel.  I will  not  purfue  a fubjed  fo  difagreeable  and  invi- 
dious, but  leave  it  to  my  reader’s  own  good  fenfe  to  make 
what  comments  he  pleafes  on  it. 


SALT  of  W O R M W O O I), 

A S the  Caledonian  dodors  have  adopted  all  manner  of 
poifons  to  be  referved  in  the  repolitory  of  thofe  pru- 
dent and  cautious  gentry  the  apothecaries,  to  be  ufed  indif- 
criminately,  at  their  difcretion,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  they 
fhould  rejed,  or  fpeak  coolly  of  the  moft  innocent  and  ufe- 
ful  medicines.  One  of  their  profeflbrs  fays,  he  never  faw 

any 


( 403  ) 

any  good  effects  from  the  Salt  of  Wormwood.  Amazing  in- 
deed ! I have  been  much  more  fortunate  than  that  unlucky 
artift,  for  I can  with  truth  affirm,  that  in  many  thoufands  of 
cafes,  in  intermittents  and  hetflics  particularly,  in  almoft  all 
other  fevers  ; in  all  fevers  of  children,  in  the  hooping  cough, 
and  in  all  painful  diforders*,  it  has  proved,  propriis  viribus, 
efficacious.  It  is  indeed  the  befl  attenuant  of  vifcidity  in 
the  materia  medica.  In  obflinate  head  achs  which  have  re- 
filled the  united  force  of  every  other  drug,  this  has  loon 
effe&ed  a perfedl  cure.  See  article  Cephalalgia.  For 
children  there  is  fcarce  any  other  medicine  neceffary  (rhu- 
barb excepted)  to  the  years  of  puberty.  It  is  an  excellent 
anthelmintic.  It  has  all  the  virtues  of  the  abforbent  pow- 
ders, without  any  of  their  bad  effects,  and  ought  to  be 
fubflituted  for  them.  There  is,  I mufl  add,  fome  difference 
between  this  and  the  fait  of  tartar,  as  the  one  will  turn  milk, 
and  the  other  will  not. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here,  that  the  calx  of 
antimony  is  not  merely  fuck  as  has  been  with  too  much  con- 
fidence afferted.  The  deflagration  of  antimony  with  a 

* See  Lobb,  on  Painful  Diforders. 
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larger  quantity  of  nitre  than  is  ufed  in  this  procefs,  will  not 
totally  deftroy  the  activity  of  the  mineral. 

In  like  manner  the  aethiop’s  mineral  is  (though  lately 
taken  for  granted  as  ufelefs)  a very  active  medicine.  In  cu- 
taneous diforders,  efpecially  of  children,  it  is  one  of  the  bell 
we  have.  The  fulphur,  though  it  clogs  and  chokes  the 
action  of  the  mercury,  does  not  render  it  entirely  effete.  I 
have  feen  fome  demonftrative  proofs  of  its  decompolition  in 
the  human  body.  I could  mention  feveral  medicines  which 
our  forefathers  juftly  valued,  which  are  now  expunged  from 
modern  compofitions.  We  have  enough  left  to  anfwer  every 
defirable  purpofe,  without  having  recourfe  to  thofe  which 
are  fallacious,  dangerous  and  deftru&ive. 

^ I 
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rhubarb. 

npHI  S is  indeed  the  magnum  dei  donum.  The  virtues 
of  rhubarb  are  as  great  in  number  as  in  magnitude. 
For  children,  in  ahnofl  all  their  diforders  (excepting  the  fait 
of  wormwood)  it  is  almoft  the  only  medicine  necelfary.  It 
not  only  keeps  open  the  alvine  tube,  but  by  its  aflringent 
quality,  kindly  conjoined  by  nature  with  its  purgative 
power,  gives  elafticity  to  the  fibres  of  the  flomach  and 
bowels,  fo  necelfary  to  thofe  tender  frames. 

In  anafarcas  and  incipient  dropfies,  in  idlerical  and  mo  ft 
bowel  complaints  (in  adults)  it  may  fafely  be  confided  to 
alone  : in  more  advanced  ftages  of  either,  the  addition  of 
gamboge  in  the  former,  and  of  antimony  in  the  latter,  is 
fufficient  to  fubdue  the  moft  refradlory. 

It  fhould  be  given  in  much  fmaller  dofes  (and  repeated  at 

leaft  twice  a day)  than  it  is  generally  adminiftered,  and  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  for  a long  time,  to  effeCt  thofe  wonderful  cures  which 
I have  often  feen  it  operate.  I have  been  twice  indebted 
to  the  continuance  of  my  exigence  to  this  drug  alone.  The 
fcientific  praCiitioner  will,  I doubt  not,  avail  himfelf  of 
thefe  hints,  but  I can  give  no  directions  to  the  unlearned 

with  refpeCl  to  its  ufe,  which  would  be  of  the  leaft  fervice 

\ 

to  him. 
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THE  BARK. 

rT^HE  Peruvian  Bark  is  a drug  of  very  confiderable  power 
and  efficacy.  Yet  I am  perfuaded,  that  it  is  fo  indif- 
criminately  adminiftered,  as  to  have  produced  more  bad 
than  good  confequences.  If  given  in  cojlive  habits , or  when 

»r  - • ' 

it  runs  off  by  Bool,  it  is  always  productive  of  mifchievous 
confequences.  It  is  indeed,  and  juflly  a favorite  medicine, 

2 but 
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but  by  no  means  a panacea.  Effects  have  been  afcribed  to 
it  from  too  fond  a partiality,  which  it  is  not  capable  of. 
That  it  will  flop  mortifications  has  been  generally  afferted  ; 
from  many  infiances  I have  been  eye-witnefs  to,  this  power 
is  very  fufpicious.  Opiates  we  know  will  do  this,  and  it  is 
much  fafer  to  trufl  to  them.  It  is  a noble  medicine,  and 
too  much  can  fcarcely  be  faid  in  its  commendation,  yet  like 
other  powerful  drugs,  if  it  is  not  of  real  fervice,  it  mufl  do 
much  harm,  as  I have  too  often  feen.  Where  we  find  the 
good  effects  of  it,  let  it  be  repeated  in  large  quantities,  and 

we  cannot  err.  If  it  does  not  Joon  produce  fuch  effects, 
difcontinue  its  ufe.  It  is  not  to  be  trifled  with.  The  bejl 
way  of  adminiflering  it  is  in  fubftance.  The  red  bark  feems 
to  po fiefs  all  the  good  properties  of  the  common  in  lefs  bulk. 
The  fait  of  wormwood  will  remove  periodical  pains  when 
the  Bark  fails.  In  like  manner,  in  fixed  pains  of  the  fto- 
mach,  or  periodical  ones,  when  the  Bark  is  ufelefs,  the  blue 
vitriol  will  effect  a cure.  In  coftive  habits,  when  the  bark 
has  been  indifcreetly  given  to  no  purpofe,  aloetics  will  per- 
fe&ly  anfwcr  the  end.  The  Bark  is  a noble  ftrengthener, 

when 
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when  it  does  not  irritate  the  bowels.  It  requires  much  pm- 

t > 

dence  and  caution  in  the  adminiftration,  more  than  any 

ri  • 4 ■- A 

<■% 

drug  whatfoever,  to  render  it  (as  in  fuch  hands  it  generally 
is)  admirably  efficacious. 


MERCURY. 

M ERCURY  is  Mercury,  fays  a certain  author,  torture  it 
how  you  will.  He  was  certainly  right,  however 
quaint  the  expreffion.  The  efficacy  of  this  mineral  is  in 
proportion  to  its  divifxbility  into  its  minima  : whether  this 
is  performed  by  trituration,  calcination,  or  by  the  mineral 
acids,  is  of  no  confequcnce.  The  turbith,  precipitate  per 
fe,  or  fublimate  in  folution,  will  either  of  them  anfwer 
every  purpofe  that  mercury  is  equal  to.  To  make  it  exert 


its 
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its  full  powers,  it  muft  enter  the  fyftem  inalmoft  the  final  left 
conceivable  quantities ; in  this  differing  from  all  other  drugs. 
I knew  an  inftance  of  a perfon  who  had  taken  two  grains  of 
the  fublimate  every  day  for  four  months,  yet  continued  in 
the  moft  deplorable  flate,  whom  I radically  cured  by  half  a 
quarter  of  a grain  of  the  fame  medicine,  taken  twice  a day 
in  my  folution.  To  join  purgatives  with  mercury  is  indif- 
creet,  or  even  to  give  mercurials  in  the  evening,  and  a 
purge  the  next  morning.  I know  no  medicine  that  will 

A,  . * / 

cure  a recent  clap  more  certainly  and  more  expeditioully 
than  my  folution  of  fublimate  properly  adminiftered.  I 

have  known  it  often  effedl  a perfedl  cure  in  a few  days. 

\ 

The  reafon  why  mercurial  unguents  are  generally  fo  elfica- 
cious,  is  becaufe  a fmall  portion  of  the  mineral  enters  the 
abforbents,  and  is  retained  in  the  fyftem:  if  a large  quantity 
is  received,  the  effedl  is  dubious;  if  a ptyalifm  is  railed,  ftill 

more  fo.  I have  known  perfons  remain  uncured  alter 

• . * 

going  through  five  falivations.  There  certainly  is  not  a 
more  fovereign  remedy  than  Mercury  in  all  venereal, 
fcrophulous  and  cancerous  cafes,  nor  any  one  that  fo  much 
requires  the  direction  of  medical  acumen.  It  is  furprifin 
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to  me  that  a branch  of  bufinefs  fo  peculiarly  the  province  of 
a phyfician,  fhould  be  fo  commonly  entrufted-  in  the  hands 
of  the  furgeon.  Infinite  nicety  and  accuracy  is  often  re- 
quifite  in  the  treatment  of  this  diforder,  even  when  the 
fame  preparation  is  ufed  : how  ridiculous  then  mull  be  the 
ufe  of  quack  medicines,  let  them  be  ever  fo  good,  when 
their  very  efficacy  may  contribute  to  the  deftrudion  of  the 
unhappy  fufferer.  I have  feen  many  inltances  where  the 
firft  and  bell  furgeon s in  London  have  left  the  miafmata  in 
the  blood,  after  the  patient  was  pronounced  perfedly  well. 
Mercury  is  undoubtedly  equal  to  the  performance  of  a 
radical  cure  of  that  loathfome  diforder,  in  all  its  ftages,  but 
it  requires  the  guidance  of  exquifite  (kill  and  extenfive 
knowledge. 

Various  have  been  the  opinions  of  its  modus  operand*, 
and  all  equally  bafelefs.  We  fmile  at  the  Archaeus  of  Bel- 
mont, yet,  that  Mercury  ads  by  its  momentum  (a  favorite 
dodrine  in  the  laft  century)  is  finely  as  laughable.  The 
fafhionable  conjedure,  at  prefent,  is  by  corrugation  ; which 
feems  juft  as  true  as  that  it  grinds  the  blood  down  to  water . 
That  mercurial  applications  will  fometimes  heal  fores  of  all 

forts,. 
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forts,  is  true,  and  fometimes  exafperate,  fpread  and  increafe 
them.  To  be  ingenuous,  it  is  a point  we  muft  confefs  our 
ignorance  of.  A medicine  in  the  body  has  very  different 
effects  with  a medicine  in  a fimilar  fituation,  out  of  the 
body  : the  fynthefis  and  analyfis  of  nature,  the  various 
feparations,  combinations,  and  chymical  proceffes,  carried 
on  in  the  human  frame,  and  the  variety  of  different  fub- 
fiances  in  the  flomach  and  bowels,  the  difference  in  the 
motion  of  the  fluids,  and  of  the  excretions,  and  a diverfity 
of  other  circumflances,  preclude  all  poffxbility  of  certainty 
with  refpecl  to  this  defideratum  in  many  drugs.  It  is  fuffl- 
cient,  and  ought  to  be  fatisfadlory  to  human  imbecillily,  that 
we  know  fuch  caufes  generally  produce  fuch  effects ; if  they 
are  not  invariable,  let  us  invefligate  the  caufe  by  frequent 
trials,  and  leave  fyflems  to  divines,  who  will  find  as  much 

abfurdity  to  contend  with  in  the  defence  of  any  one , as  we 

» 

can  manifeft  in  endeavouring  to  difplay  the  method  in 
which  medicines  always  operate. 

3 G 2 OPIU  M. 
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P I U M. 


"T^^ERE  I denied  the  ufe  of  Opium,  faid  Sylvius  le  Boe, 
I would  decline  the  practice  of  phyfic.  We  fhould 
indeed  feel  ourfelves  very  often  and  much  at  a lofs,  were 
that  the  cafe.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  ufe  of  opiates  is 
too  much  trifled  with  by  caufelefs  timidity.  As  mercury 
can  fcarcely  be  given  in  too  fmall  dofes  to  procure  the  de- 
fired  effeCt ; on  the  contrary,  the  practitioner  often  miffes 
his  view  by  not  adminiftering  opium  in  dofes  fufhciently 
large  at  firft.  Wherever  pain  exifts,  its  ufe  is  indicated, 
were  it  only  to  gain  a truce.  In  acute  pains,  where  no  in- 
flammatory fever  attends,  it  fhould  not  be  given  in  lefs 
quantity  than  two  grains  and  a half,  or  three  grains  : the 
confequent  naufea  and  vertigo  are  of  no  manner  of  confe- 
quence.  In  fpafmodic  complaints  and  fphacelations,  it 
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may  be  ventured  on  in  much  larger  quantities.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  nobleft  gift  of  nature,  who  has  kindly  pre- 
fented  the  human  race  with  wheat  and  poppies  in  the  fame 
field.  There  is  no  anti-fpafmodic  comparable  with  it,  and 
the  ill  confequences  arifing  from  its  ufe  are  as  trivial,  as 
eafe  from  pain  is  defirable,  and  a calm  refrefhing  fleep  wel- 
come after  torment.  With  what  delirious  extafy  do  fuch 
patients  exprefs  their  feelings  and  gratitude  ! Let  us  be 
careful  not  to  lofe  an  opportunity  of  conferring  fo  much  felicity 
on  fuffering  humanity.  I beg  leave  to  add,  that  thofe  who 
are  habituated  to  the  ufe  of  it  are  too  apt  to  increafe  the 
dofe  gradually,  and  1 believe  unneceffarily  ; for  if  they  con- 
fine themfelves  to  no  more  than  the  fame  quantity  which 
fir fl  eafed  them,  it  will  anfwer  their  purpofe,  though  they 
will  not  be  every  night  equally  free  from  pain,  owing  to 
a variety  of  circumltances.  They  will  find  the  fame  cafual 
effcdl  even  on  augmenting  the  dofe.  It  is  more  eligible, 
therefore,  to  make  no  addition. 

r 
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ANTIMONY. 

rJP  HIS  is  a mod  ufeful  and  powerful  medicine.  Its 
effe&s  are  pretty  well  known,  but  how  they  are  pro- 
duced it  is  difficult  to  afcertain.  We  ought  not,  therefore, 
to  be  too  fanguine  in  the  fupport  of  any  theory  explicatory 
of  fo  obfcure  a point.  There  are  fome  things  which  occur 
in  practice  contradictory  to  the  belt  formed  theory.  Is  it 
not  beyond  meafure  Ilrange,  that  many  diforders  ffiould  be 
removed  by  a fingle  dofe  of  emetic  tartar,  operating  violently 
by  vomiting  and  purging,  and  that  the  fame  diforders 
ffiould  yield  as  certainly,  though  more  flowly,  to  a grain  or 
two  of  the  kermes  mineral,  without  the  lead  irritation  of 
the  ftomach  or  bowels  ? The  nititur  conje&uris  will  be 
thrown  in  the  teeth  of  every  phyfician  who  will  account  for 
the  modus  operandi  of  fome  medicines.  Antimonials,  like 
opium,  if  gradually  increafed,  may  be  given  in  incredible 

quantities. 
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quantities.  I have  often  given  above  a hundred  grains  of 
emetic  tartar,  every  day,  for  feveral  weeks,  and  been  obliged 
to  add  cathartics,  it  not  having  any  fenfible  effedl  on  the 
ftomach  or  bowels. 

The  two  above-mentioned  are  the  belt  preparations  of 
th  is  mineral,  in  my  opinion.  The  emetic  tartar,  when 
brilknefs  of  operation  and  expeditious  effect  is  de arable  ; 
as  in  fevers,  afthmas,  8c c.  The  kernies,  as  an  alterative,  in 
chronical  difeafes. 

Thefe  ftridlures  on  medicines,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  be 
of  fome  utility  ; for  we  certainly  cannot  be  too  circumfpeft 
in  our  inveftigations,  in  obferving  the  ufual  effects  of  what- 
ever is  given  in  a medicinal  form,  on  the  human  frame.  A 
careful  and  unremitted  attention  to  the  operations  of  nature' 
has  been  the  chief  bufinefs  of  the  author’s  life  ; and>  this- 
Treatife  contains  the  refult-  of  above  thirty  years  extenfive  ex- 
perience, of  which  he  has  communicated  the  whole,  with  as- 
much  perfpicuity  as  he  was  mailer  of,  and.  as  much  lludied 
brevity.  A great  deal  of  inferential  reafoning  is  left  for  his 
reader,  for  without  thinking,  and  lirong  thinking  too,  no 
man  can  prove  an  able  phylxcian  it  is  fufficient  that  he  has 

©fiferedS. 
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offered  a clue  to  enable  his  reader  to  think  right.  Not  with- 

* 

handing  his  partiality  to  formulae,  he  has  always  acknow- 
ledged, that  no  prefcription  will  cure  the  fame  diforder  in 
every  perfon  : if  it  fucceeds  with  feven  out  of  ten,  it  is  as 
much  as  can  be  expedled,  and  he  thinks  fuch  expectations 
will  not  be  found  vain,  from  thofe  he  now  fubmits  to  the 
public.  Several  gentlemen,  whom  he  had  the  honor  to 
inftrucl,  are  now  as  eminent  phyhcians  as  any  on  the  face 
of  the  globe,  and  fome  of  them  have  fettled  in  each  of  the 
four  quarters  of  it.  They  have  all  tranfmitted  to  him  the 
moll  pleafing  accounts  of  their  fuccefs  in  the  ufe  of  his 
Praxis  Medica.  A confiderable  number  of  intelligent  apo- 
thecaries have  given  him  the  fame  information.  To  mitigate 
the  fufferings  and  relieve  the  diftreffes  of  mankind  is  the 
only  objefl  he  ever  had  in  view,  and  no  refleflion  affords 
him  fuch  exquifite  fatisfaciion  as  that  which  arifes  from 

having  promoted  thefe  defirable  ends.  Were  fome  happier 

> 

genius  to  produce  formulae  more  fafe,  more  certain,  and 

# % 

more  expeditious  in  their  efficacy,  it  is  with  the  utrnofl  joy 

1 

that  he  would  fee  his  own  work  fink  into  neceffary  and  me- 
rited oblivion. 

I 
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Several  editions  of  it,  he  is  forry  to  fay,  of  his  own  pub' 
lication,  have  abounded  with  faults  ; even  fome  flieets 
which  he  has  corrected  have  been  worked  off  without  thofe 
corrections  having  been  made.  Many  editions  have  been 
publifhed  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  without  his  confent 
or  knowledge,  and  fome  which  he  never  faw.  He  was 
extremely  defirous  of  feeing  one  correct  edition,  printed 
under  his  own  eye,  before  he  died,  and  fucft  a one  is  this  he 
now  offers  to  the  public  (being  the  feventh).  He  confeffes 
he  has  rendered  it  as  perfect  as  is  confident  with  feeble  hu- 
manity. Whatever  errors  remain,  he  mufd  take  to  himfelf, 
for  the  printer  has  done  him  juftice.  He  will  never  more 
make  any  alterations  or  additions  to  it,  unlefs  convicted  of 
a miftake.  It  is  a work  that  he  has  conflantly  attended  to 
for  thefe  thirty  years,  and  has  received  the  decided  appro- 
bation of  all  the  literary  journals  in  Europe  that  have  no- 
ticed it.  The  latin  edition,  printed  on  the  continent  about 
twenty-five  years  ago,  is  now  only  to  be  found  in  private 
hands.  Were  this  to  be  translated  into  that  language,  and 

O O 

publifhed  either  in  Holland  or  France,  it  would  amply 

3 H . repay 
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repay  the  tranflator  for  his  trouble.  If  the  author  has  not 
been  mi  fin  formed,  it  is  ledured  from  by  profellors  in  more 


foreign  univerfities  than  one. 


The  author  cannot  help  obferving,  that  he  has  known 
fome  of  his  brethren  who  have  been  exceeding  vociferous 
in  declaiming  againli  his  work  ; who,  in  cafes  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  have  had  recourfe  to  the  formulae  in  it,  and 
proved  fuccefsful.  It  is  indeed  a matter  of  the  utmoft 
indifference  to  him,  whether  perfons  fpeak  well  or  ill  of  his 
work,  or  of  himfelf : if  he  is  wrong,  God  forbid  that  others 
fhould  be  milled.  Were  there  any  thing  that  he  has  wrote, 
by  attention  to  which  a praditioner  might  do  mifchief  to 
one  human  being,  he  would  heartily  wilh  his  book,  and 
every  copy  of  it  deltroyed.  He  thinks  fuch  an  unhappy 
confequence  cannot  be  the  cafe  with  an  intelligent  perfon. 
As  to  thofe  who  do  not  chufe  to  give  themfelves  the  trouble 
of  thinking,  he  hopes  and  defires  they  would  never  fatigue 
themfelves  with  the  perufal  of  his  writings.  If  he  has 
wrote  any  thing  indefenfible,  he  is  the  laft  perfon  who 
would  take  up  his  pen  to  make  any  efforts  towards  exculpa- 
tion 
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tion.  Truth  alone,  confirmed  by  experience,  can  ftand  the 
teft.  To  this  only  is  his  appeal.  As  to  theory,  he  is  con- 
vinced that  there  is  no  one  fo  perfect  that  mull  not  be  de- 
parted from  in  practice.  He  who  would  pertinacioully 
adhere  even  to  Dr.  Cullen’s,  would  find  his  expectations 
miferably  difappointed. 

My  ruling  paflion,  from  childhood,  has  been  a tender 
affection  for  my  fellow-creatures,  and  confequentiai  avidity 
to  ferve  them  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power.  I know  no  plea- 
iure  equal  to  that  which  arifes  from  mitigating  the  fuffer- 
ings  and  relieving  the  diftreffes  of  others.  To  give  happi- 
nefs  is  to  enjoy  it  in  the  molt  elevated  and  refined  manner. 
With  this  view  is  my  treatife  prefented  to  the  world,  and  no 
caution  has  been  omitted  that  might  preclude  any  even  the 
flighted  injury  to  be  effetfled  by  attention  to  its  contents. 
May  the  Art  of  Healing  be'  flill  more  diligently  culti- 
vated, more  rapidly  increafed,  and  more  univerfally  dif- 
feminated. 

In  this  enlightened  age  of  philofophy  and  experiment, 
let  every  experimentalift.  be  peculiarly  cirumfpe<5l  in  his  de- 
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dtufiions,  and  let  each  of  us  conftantlv  bear  in  mind,  that 

/ 

the  chief  end  of  our  exiftence  is  to  promote  the  benefit  of 
mankind. 

Vale  le&or  amice  8c  laboribus  meis  fruere. 
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Sore  Throat  — 


Page 

361 

3° 

121 

59 


35 

71 

224 


*9 

25 1 

1 85 

43 

284 

353 
2 75 


59 

63 

Quinfy 


\ 


INDEX. 

Page 

Ouinfy  — ' — 25 

R. 

Rachitis  — — 385 

% 

Retention  of  the  Meconium  — • 376 

Rickets  — • — 385 

Rheumatifm  — — 306 

Rupture  — — 329 

, . ' s. 

Scald-Head  ' — — 382 

Scarlet  Fever  — - — 69 

Schirrhus  — — ■ 332 

Sciatica  — 311 

Scorbutic  Eruptions  — 261 

Scrophula  — — 281 

1 

Scurvy  — 261 

Singultus  • ' — — 88 

7,  K Slow 

O' 


I N 

D 

E X. 

Page 

Slow  Fever  — 

— 

55 

Small  Pox 

!►  . 4- 

48 

Soalm 

JL 

— 

254 

Sphacelus 

33° 

Spina  Ventofa 

328 

Sprain  — 

— — - 

335 

Sterility 

294 

Stone 

IO4 

Strangury 



286 

Struma 

281 

Suffocating  Catarrh 
Suffulio.  See  Opthalmy 

1 16 

Syncope 

— 

— 

249 

Synochus 

10 

T. 

Taraxis.  See  Opthalmy 

Tone  fin  us 

221 

Thru  fa 

%».  ii  H nf 

65 

Tinea 

— 

Q O 

fe 

1 ooth-Ach 

— - 

524 

- 

Too  thin  sr 

O 

I N D E X. 


Toothing 



Page 

375 

Tuffis  Convulfiva 

* 

- 

379 

Twitting  of  the  Guts 

— - 

238 

Tympanites  — 

i 

169 

Variolae  — 

V. 

48 

Venereal  Diforders 

— 

185 

Volvulus 

- 

238 

Vomiting 

— 

247 

Ulcer  in  the  Bladder 

u. 

/.  

100 

Kidneys 

— 

ibid. 

Legs 

— — 1 

336 

Urine  Supprefled 



289 

Incontinence  of' 

_ 

291 

Watery  Gripes 

w. 

381 

Weaknefs  of  the  Solids 

I 

319 

Windy  Diforders  . 

... ■ ...  $ 

145 

Whites 

I 


N 


E 


X. 


Whites 

White  Swelling 
Worm  Fever 
Worms 


Y. 

Yaws.  See  Pox. 


Acres  circumfert  centum  licet  Argus  ocellos , 

Mon  tamen  errantes  cernat  ubique  typos. 
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ERRATA. 

Page  20,  1.  1 8,  for  anhelus , read  anhelous.  P.  95,  1.  5,  for  potion  r.  Lotion.  P.  11 
antifpafmodics.  P.  169,  1.  11,  r.  pinguedinous.  P.  206,  1.  16,  for  foav.for.  P.  210 
P.  267,  1.  7,  in  Spirits,  dele  s,  P.  281,  1.  7,  add,  Weaknefs  of  the  Solids * P.  310,  1.  3 
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7,  1.  12,  after  emetics,  add 
, 1.6,  for  fpumos  x.fpumous. 
, add,  of  guaiacum. 
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